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\  PREFACE 

TO  THE  FIRST  rOLUME. 

THE  Evangelical  and  Armtnian  Magazines  are  coa- 
dyfted  by  an  union  of  many  minijiers^  among  whom 
are  meft  of  leiuire,  learning,  charafter,  and  influence.  I'he 
UniveMaiyr s  Mifcellany  was  undertaken  by  a  folitary  in- 
dividufiii,  whofe  only  credit  in  the  religious  world  is  that  of 
beinff^  heretic^  becaufe  he  has  dared  to  believ^  and  pro- 
ciaiim  TAe  Rejiitution  of  all  things ^  which  God  hath  Jpoken 
hy  th4  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets^  Jince  the  world  began. 

Without  charafter,  without  connexion,  and  with  but  lit- 
tle feifure,  the  Editor  of  this  Work  has  ftruggled  through 
cn^year.      He  has  met  with  difcouragements,  but  he  is 
pc^  intimidated ;  with  contempt,  but  he  is  not  afhamed. 
jmly  perfuaded  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  and  con- 
lous  of  the  reftitude  of  his  intentions,  he  Hands  collefted: 
bt  repenting  that  he  has  attempted  to  juftify  the  divine 
Ehara3;er  to  his  fellow  men,  nor  regretting  any  lofs  or  re- 
proach which  he  has  fufiered  on  that  account.     Indeed, 
this  work  was  undertaken  in  the  full  profpeft  and  expefta- 
tion  of  every  difcouragement  which  has  occuned.     No  pe- 
cuniary emolument,  or  increafe  of  credit,  were  expefted 
by  it :  and  none  of  either  have  arifen  from  it 
J         We  have  already  given  better  paper  and  print  than  any 
\     other  periodical  work,  and  half  a  Iheet  more  of  letter-prefs 
/     than  feme  others,  to  each  number.     But  the  largenefs  of 
our  type  has  prevented  us  from  embracing  that  number  of 
objcOT  which  we  at  firft  intended.     Our  next  Volume  will 
be  in  a  fmaller  type,  but  fufficiently  clear  to  make  it  plea- 
fant  to  the  eye.     In  this  alteration  we  propofe  an  advan- 
t^e  to  our  readers,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  jprefent  them 
with  a  greater  quantity  of  matter. 

It  is  with  pleafure  we  inform  the  public  that  the  number 

of  our  Correfpondents  is  increafing ;   and  we  return  our 

thanks  to  them  in  general  for  their  affiftance  already  given, 

nd  requeft  the  continuance  of  it.     If  we  have  not  yet  iii- 

jrted  fome  of  their  pieces,  the  largenefs  of  our  type  is  the 

bafon,  and  not  any  negleft  of  their  favours. 

Ye  do  not  fee  why  the  Univerfalifts  may  not  produce  a 

ithly  publication,  that  fhall  be  as  well  worthy  of  the 

of  the  public  as  that  of  any  other  body  of  Chrif- 

We   are  confident  that  there   are   men  of  piety, 

^ng,  and  leifure,  in  the  univerfal  fentiment.     A  few 

have  given  their  affiftance  s   we  folicit  the  help  of 

&rs. 

*•  It 
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It  IS  with  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  Mercies  diat  we 
learn  feme  real  good  has  been  done  by  our  attempts  in  the 
laftyear.  It  is  this  that  gives  us  encouragement. to  pro- 
ceed ;  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  is  the  ftrongeflf  objeft 
which  can  animate  the  heart  of  a  good  man ;  and  while 
we  in  any  meafure  contribute  to  this,  we  think  ouVelves 
amply  rewarded  for  our  labours. 

We  are  attempting  to  open  a  correfpondence  with  the 
Univerfalifts  in  Amierica,  where  the  doftrine  is  r»>idly 
fpreading.  When  we  receive  any  anfwers  to  our  enquiries^ 
we  will  lay  them  before  our  readers. 

As  the  prefent  age  is  charafterifed  by  the  prevalenc^of 
Infidelity y  we  wifh  to  contribute  our  mite  towards  wiQi^ 
ftanding  that  enormity.  We  fhall  be  able  next  year\|o 
infert  fome  valuable  pieces  in  defence  of  Revelation,  whiofe 
we  hope  will  have  a  due  efFeft  upon  the  minds  of  oik 
readers,  particularly  the  younger  part  of  them,  for  whoi 
we  are  much  concerned,  that  they  may  know,  love  and 
ferve  the  God  of  their  fathers,  and  be  kept  unfpotted  from 
the  world ;  but  we  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  our  beft  en- 
deavours to  ferve  the  riling  generation,  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fure be  rendered  ineffeftual,  unlefs  parents  and  mafters  of 
families  will  fccond  them  by  their  pra^ice ;  for  the  moft 
convincing  of  all  arguments  in  defence  of  truth,  is  tlieholi- 
nefs  of  its  profeflbrs. 

Convinced  as  we  are,  that  our  views  of  the  Divine  Cha- 
rafter  are  naturally  produftive  of  peace,  humility,  and  uni- 
verfal  benevolence,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  greater 
part. of  our  friends  evidence  the  truth  of  our  conviftion  by 
their  x^onduft.  If  any  of  them  aft  otherwife,  we  do  not 
hefitate  thus  publicly  to  fay,  that  we  efteem  them  not  as 
our  friends,  nor  as  tlie  friends  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

At  the  requeft  of  feveral  of  our  Correfpondents,  we  Ihall 
next  year  allot  two  or  three  pages  at  the  end  of  our  pam- 
phlet for  monthly  occurrences,  both  foreign  and  domeftic  : 
perhaps  this  will  be  enough  for  many  of  our  readers,  who 
may  wiih  to  have  a  brief  view  of  the  times,  without  the 
trouble  and  expence  of  frequently  confulting  newfpapers. 

'i'he  friendly  hints  of  our  Correfpondents^  relative  to  ai 
future  improvement  of  our  Mifcellany,  will  be  attended  to 

We  have  added  an  Errata  and  an  Index  to  the  end  of 
Volume. 

December  28,  1797.  \ 
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To  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Kettering^  Northamf- 

','."■  tonjhire. 

I  Sir, 

^OOME  time  ago  a  friend  put  the  Evangelical 
/  kl^  Magazine  f©r  September,  1795,  into  my  hand, 
in  looking  over  which  I  found,  that  in  anfwer  to 
the  requeft  of  Brightonenfia,  concerning  the  £/^fw(^ 
4)f  Hell  Torments^  you  brought  forward  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  me  on  February  14,  1793,  on  account  of  my 
having  avowed  the  Reftitution  of  all  Things  throu^ 
Chrift  Jefus.  The  poftfcript  to  the  above  letter 
mentions,  that  you  have  never  received  an  anfwer 
to  it.  I  hereby  acknowledge  I  received  that  letter 
fram  you,  and  Xhst  I  never  ?infwered  it.  I  alio  take 
this  occafion  to  thank  you  for  writing  to  me,  and 
take  it  as  a  proof  of  your  efteem  for  me. 

There  were  two  reafons  why  I  did  not  anfwer  you. 
One  wa«  the  number  of  letters  which  I  received  cm 
my  change  of  fentiment.  My  time  would  not  per- 
mit ttie  to  write  much^.  as  I  generally  prcachoi  from 

Vol.  I,  B  fix 
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fix  to  eight  times  in  a  week,  and  if  I  had  anfwered 
one  or  two  of  my  friends,  others  would  have  faid 
that  I  had  not  anfwered  them\  I  therefore  anAvered 
none. 

The  other  reafon  was  my  natural  love  of  peace, 
which  made  me  wifii  to  avoid  all  controverfy  with 
my  former  connections,  whom  I  highly  refpedled, 
notwithftanding  they  had  publicly  excluded  me  from 
their  communion,  merely  for  my  fentiinents,  without 
giving  me  a  hearing.  And  probably  I  fhould  never 
have  anfwered  you  at  all,  had  you  not  made  youf 
letter  to  me  thus  public.  Though  I  have  more  than 
once  been  informed  by  friends,  that  your  having 
written  to  me,  and  my  not  having  anfwered,  was 
no  fecret  in  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance ;  yet  my 
love  of  peace  impofed  filence  upon  me.  I  now  think 
myfelf  called  upon  publicly  to  give  you  fome  rea- 
fons  why  I  believe,  and  preach  God's  univerfal  and 
elficacious  love  to  men. 

You  fay  you  have  obferved  me  to  be  of  a  fpecu- 
lative  turn  of  mind.  If  by  this  you  mean  that  I  did 
not  difcover  a  difpofition  to  take  the  aflertions  of 
men  as  the  rule  of  my  faith,  I  own  I  am  a  fpecula- 
tor;  and  I  think  the  fcriptures  make  it  my  duty  fo 
to  be.  Buy  the  truth  and  Jell  it  not^  fays  one  facred 
writer.  Prove  aR  things y  holdfafi  that  which  is  good ^ 
iays  another;  and  our  gracious  Lord  commands 
that  vi^Jearch  the  fcriptures.  But  if  you  mean  that 
J  have  difcovered  any  want  of  refpe(3:  to  the  (acred 

A\Titings,^ 
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writings,  or  have  not  fubmittcd  implicitly  to  their 
dictates  in  every  thing,  fo  far  as  I  have  underftood 
their  meaning,  I  fhall  think  the  charge  heavy  in- 
deed. For  God  is  my  witnefs  I  always  reverenced 
his  word,  even  from  my  childhood ;  but  lince  the 
time  that  I  had  the  firft, experience  of  his  forgiving 
love  upon  my  foul,  I  have  efteemed  it  above  all 
riches  and  honours.  To  me  it  feems,  that  one  of 
the  higheft  inftances  of  regard  I  ever  gave  to  the 
Bible,  was  by  daring  to  aflert  the  do<5lrine  of  the 
Reftitution  of  all  Things,  which  God  hath  fpoken 
by  the  mouth  of  all  hi$  holy  prophets  lince  the 
world  began.  A6ls  iii.  21.  And  this  I  did  at  th6 
rilk  of  all  temporal  good  that  I  poflefled,  and  at  the 
rifk  of  lofing  the  efteem  and  friendfhip  of  my  bre- 
thren in  the  miniftry,  which  I  can  truly  fay  I  prized 
more  than  any  thing,  truth  excepted. 

You  wifli  I  had  read  Dr.  Edwards  upon  the  fub- 
je6l  of  endlefs  mifery,  before  I  had  avowed  my  fen- 
timents. ,  You  have  your  wifb.  Sir :  I  had  read  him 
twice  before  I  opened  my  lips  to  controvert  his  mif- 
reprefentation  of  the  charadler  of  that  God^  whofe 
nature  is  love.  And  at  the  requeft  of  a  much  ef- 
teemed friend,  was  reading  him  again,  when  I  re- 
ceived your  letter;  and  if  I  had,  even  then,  feen  any 
real  weight  in  the  Doctor's  arguments,  I  would  have 
recanted,  as  openly  as  ever  I  profefled  the  UniverfaJ 
do6lrine;  and  however  humbling  Juch  a  recantation 
piay  be  thought,  yet  I  ihould  not  Jiave  beei?  without 

B  2  grea^ 
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great  samples.  I  could  have  jdeaded  the  retr ac-* 
tions  of  St,  Auftin,  an  authority  which  my  Calvinift 
brethren  would  not  have  defpifed.  And  I  declmsd 
even  now,  though  I  hare  preached  the  do£lrine  with 
fome  fuc^di  for  four  years,  yet  would  I  give  it  up 
to-morrow,  if  convinced  of  its  error.  But  if  there 
be  nothing  better  to  be  faid,  than  what  is  to  be 
fpund  in  I>*  Edws-rds's  piece,  I  do  not  expedl  ever 
tp  receive  that  convi6Uon. 

J  grant  ^  that  it  is  a  ferious  matter,  that  we  err  not 
in  our  jniniftratioria.'  But  are  we  to  take  it  for 
granted,  that  all  truth  has  been  in  pofleffion  of  our 
forefathers,  and  th^  we  have  nothing  more  to  do, 
than  receive  their  fentimcnts,  iwid  pay  implicit  obe-r 
dience  to  tiberrt  I  I  kno^^ii  do  not  think  fo.  You 
Jiayfc  in  fom©  inftanees  dared  to  difFa*  from  great  and 
good  men,  even  of  your  own  denomination,  and  I 
e&j$cnt  you  for  it;  as  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  dif- 
fered not  frpm  the  love  of  fingularity,  much  left 
frc»n  the  love  of  fin,  but  from  the  love  of  truth. 
Yet  how  eafy  would  it  be  for  a  good  man,  who  la- 
ments your  departure  from  opinions  which  he  deems 
orthodox,  to  remind  you,  ^  it  is  a  very  ferious  matter 
that  you  do  not  err  in  your  miniftrations,  as  error  in 
a  minifter  may  affedl  the  eternal  falvation  of  many.' 
Your  anfwer  to  fuch  a  man,  (which  I  am  fure  would 
be  both  honeft  and  fenfible)  may  be  confidered  as 
my  anfwer  to  you. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  queftions  you  aft: 

me 
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me  in  your  letter,  difcover  you  to  be  but  litUc  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  fubjc6l.  Othcrwife  I  cannot  ac- 
count for  a  man  of  your  firong  mental  pqwers  aik- 
ing  whether, 

Fjrft,  My  change  of  feptiment  has  not  arifenfrom 
an  idea,  of  endlefs  punilhment  being  in  i^^unjuft  t 

Secondly,  Whether  the  genius  of  the  fentiment, 
be  not  oppofite  to  that  of  every  other  fentimwit  in 
the  Bible  ? 

Thirdly,  Whether  my  miniftrations,  on  this  prin^ 
ciple,  will  not  favour  of  his,  who  taught  our  firft  pa- 
rents, ye  (hall  not  furely  die  ? 

It  would  have  been  eafy  for  you  to  have  aiked  a 
hundred  more  queftions  of  a  fimilar  kind,  and  to 
have  reafoned  upon  them,  as  you  have  upon  the 
above.  And  it  would  be  eafy  for  me  to  fhew,  that 
iuch  queftions  have  no  relation  to  the  docftrine  of 
the  Reftoration,  any  more  than  to  that  of  election. 
Suffer  me  to  tell  you,  worthy  Sir,  that  the  queftion 
is  not  whether  endlefs  punifhment  is  in  itfclf  juft  or 
not;  but  Whether  God  has  any  where  in  his  w6rd, 
threatened  any  defcription  of  iinners  with  it.  I  am 
bold  to  fay  he  has  not  {p  done.  But  if  you,  or  any 
other  man,  can  prove  that  he  has,  I  will  then  openly 
fetra6l;my  aflertion,  and  humbly  a(k  pardon  of  God> 
and  his  Church,  for  having  feid  the  contrary.     My 

•  may  obferve,  that  the 

ufe,  by  which  to  expreft 
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the  duration  of  future  mifery,  do  not  necejfarily  mean 
cndlefs,  for  they  are  all  of  them  applied  to  things 
that  have  ended,  or  muft  end.  As,  everlqfting' in 
Gen.  chap.  xvii.  ver.  7,  8,  and  13.  Here  the-  land 
of  Canaan  is  called,  an  everlqft'mg  pofleflion,  and 
the  covenant  of  circumcifion,  an  everlajting  covenant; 
but  will  any  body  infer  from  hence,  that  the  land  of 
Canaan  will  hot  be  burnt  up  at  the  conflagration? 
or  that  circumcifion  will  be  pradifcd  to  endlcfs  ages  \ 
We  may  remember  here,  that  the  ev.erlqftmg  cove-  ' 
nant  of  circumcifion  is,  in  the  New  Teftament,  de-t 
dared  to  be  abrogated. 

The  fame  word  is  ufed  of  the  hills,  Gen  xlix. 
25,  and  to  the  Aaronical  priefthood,  Exod.  xl.  15, 
and  to  the  yearly  faft  of  expiation.  Lev.  xvi.  34.  And 
yet  the  everlq^ing  hills  fhall  be  diflblved,  aqd  our 
Lord  has  changed  the  everlqftmg  cufloms  that  Mofe? 
delivered.     I  could  add  many  mcwe  places. 

For  ever.  Jonah  was  in  the  whale's  belly /or  eveVn 
Jonah  ii.  6. 

The  leprofy  of  Naaman  was  .to  cleave.to  Geha^ 
and  his  feed  for  -  ever ^  2  Kings  v.  27.  And  Rehor 
boam  n)ight  have  made  the.Ifmelites  his  fervant§  for 
^very  which  can  'mean  only  during  his  life,  or  theirs 
at  moft.  I  might  add  above  fifty  more  places^  where 
for  ever  muft  be  taken  in  a  limited  fcnfe. 

For  ever  and  ever.  Even  this  phrafe  is  ufed  in  ^ 
limited  fenfe,  Ifa.  xxx.  8.  Here  is  mention  ma4^  of 
a  book  which  is  to  h&for  ev^r  and  ever^  yet  at  the 

conflagration 
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• 

conflagration  all  books  will  be  burnt.  And  in  Jer. 
vii.  7.  the  land  of  Canaan  is  faid  to  be  given  to 
the  fathers  of  the  Jews  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
again^  Jer.  xxv.  5.  yet  the  Jews  have  been  many  agos 
caft  out  of  the  land^  and  if  ever  they^iare  reftorcd  to 
it  again,  they  cannot  poflefs  it  endlefsly. 

As  for  the  word  eternal^  it  is  the  fame  in  Hebrew 
and  Greek,  that  we  tranflate  everlafting,  and  there- 
fore of  the  fame  fignification ;  o\\x  tranflating  it 
fometimes  eternal,  will  afford  no  argument  for  affix- 
ing the  idea  of  endlefs  duration  to  it.  'Now  if  the 
above  words  are  ufed  in  a  limited  fenfe  in  Scrip- 
ture, as  we  have  feen,  they  cannot  necejfarily  convey 
the  idea  of  endlefs  duration.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  dodlrine  of  endlefs  puniftiment  cannpt  be 
proved  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  words.  / 

If  it  be  obje6led  that  the  Scripture  ufes  the  fame 
words  to  exprefe  the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  and  even 
the  duration  of  God,  (which  is  granted)  both  of 
which  muft  be  endlefs,  (which  is  alfo  granted)  then, 
it  will  follow,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft'  having  ufed  the 
fame  words  to  exprefs  both  limited  and  unlimited 
-duration,  ih^,  fuhje3  only  can  determine  in  which 
fenfe  they  are  always  to  be  taken. 

But  it  is  contendecj,  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
taken  in  an  endlefs  fenfe,  when  connected  with  fu- 
ture punifhment ;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  that  fubjedl,  which  can  be  given  as  a  rea- 
son why  it  ftiould  be  of  endlefs  duration. 

It 
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It  h  evident  that  the  reafon  which  is  generally 
given,  why  it  fhould  be  endlefs,  is  not  fcriptural, 
viz.  ^  Becaufe  when  the  wicked  are  fentenced  to 
^  their  punifhment  all  temporal  things  (hall  be  at  an 

*  end.     Time  itfelf,  ages,  periods  and  difpenfations, 

*  fhall  have  ceafed.* 

If  {o,  it  fhould  follow,  that  there  is  nothing  but 
proper  eternity ^  in  which  to  execute  the  puni(hment 
of  the  wicked.  But  I  would  alk,  are  not  day  and 
night  portions  of  time?  And  do  we  not  meafure 
ages,  periods,  and  difpenfations,  by  the  revolutions 
of  day  and  night  ?  Now  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  even  o( 
fuch  who  worfhip  the  bead  and  his  image,  they  ihall 
have  no  reft  day  nor  nighty  Rev.  xiv.  11.  Their  pli- 
nifhment  is  alfo  faid  to  be  %is  amsts  aumnf^  for  ever  and 
ever,  or  rather  to  the  age  of  ages.  And  however 
long  this  age  of  ages  may  endure,  yet  day  and  night 
are  mentioned  as  exifting  with  it,  confequentiy  thefe 
ages  will  all  pafs  away  before  day  znA  night  come  to 
an  end,  which  I  underftand  they  will  do,  Job  xxvi. 
10,  when  He  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne  (hall  hare 
made  all  things  new,  when  the  earth  (hall  have  no 
more  fea,  and  confequently  there  will  be  no  need 
of  bounds  fet  to  the  waters  of  it  as  now,  and  ihett 
will  be  no  more  death  among  men^  neither  crying 
nor  forrow,  nor  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  things 
(hall  be  palled  away.  Compare  the  above  pafliage  ift 
Job  with  Rev.  xxi.  1 — 5,  and  verfe  25. 

n.     Befide  which,  I  can  but  think,  that  I  meet 

with 
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with  promifcs  of  an  univerfal  reftoration\  and  that  I 
plmnly  fee  tliere  are  times,  not  merely  ^  time  in  the 
fiiigular,  but  periods,  yea  ages,  to  perform  it  in. 
For  the  myftery  of  the  will  of  God,  which  he  hath 
purpofed  in  himfelf,  is,  that  in  the  difpenfation  of 
thcfulnefsof'time^,  he  might  gather  together  in  one, 
all  things  in  Chrift,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and 
which  are  in  earth,  even  in  him. 

The  word  av«x«'P*^'*'<^«<^'  rendered  gather  together 
in  one,  fignifies  to  recollecSt,  and  arrange  mider  one 
bead,  as  fcattered  foldiers  under  a  general,  and  is 
beautifully  expreffive  of  the  accompliftiment  of  that 
piirpoie  by  the  Father  before  mentioned,  when  all 
in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  fhall 
bow  the  knee  to  our  Jefus,  and  confefs  that  he  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  Grod. 

Though  there  are  xf^^'-^^j  times ,  fixed  in  the.  Divine 
purpofe  for  this  great  work  of  the  Mediator,  the 
exadl  number  of  thefe  times,  is  not  expreffed ;  but 
what  I  would  notice  is,  that  there  is  a  fulnefs  of 
times,  and  that  this  fulnefs  is  only  bounded  by  the 
gathering  together  of  ^//things  in  Chrift:  confe- 
queRtly,,that  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  retain  and  exer- 
cife  his  mediatorial  power,  till  this  great  work  is 
done.  For  it  hath  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him 
(hpuld  all  fulnefs  dwell,  that  having  mad^  peace  by 
the  blood  of  bis  crofs,  he  might  reconcile  all  things 
to  himfelf,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things 
in  heaven.     Coll.  i.  I9. 

Vol.  L  C  ^       The 
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The  fame  thing  I  underfland  is  meant  by  Chrift^'s 
putting  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority  and  power; 
putting  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  fubduing  all 
things  unto  himfelf ;  which,  when  he  hath  done,  his 
mediatorial  reign  fhall  end,  and  he  Ihall  deliver  up 
the  kingdom  to  God  even  the  Father,  that  God  may 
be  all  in  alL 

Whatever  the  blefled  Gk)d  was  to  all  his  creatures 
before  fin  took  place,  and  rent  them  from  him,  that, 
at  leqft^  hejiallhe  to  them  again;  before  Chrift  hath 
finiftied  his  glorious  work :  For  he  was  manifefted  to 
deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  Surely,  Sir,  you 
will  not  blame  me,  as  thinking  I  afcribe  too  much 
to  Chrift.  X  know  you  love  to  glorify  the  Saviour, 
r  love  to  do  (b  too.  And  T  fincerely  think  that  the 
above  fcriptures,  and  many  others  which  I  could 
rhention,  ought,  in  honour  to  Chrift,  to  betaken 
in  their  fulleft  fenfe. 

You  fee  that  my  view  of  the  Reftoration  doth  not 
fuppofe  that  '  it  will  be  efFe<fted,  independent  of  the 
death  of  Chrift  :'  For  it  is  founded  exprefsly  on  the 
blood  of  his  crofs,  which  was  fhed  that  he  might  re- 
concile all  things  to  the  Father. 

As  for  punilhment  of  all  degrees  and  duration,  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  mediatorial  work,  and  that  its 
foundation  is  merry ^  as  is  intimated  in  James  ii.  13. 
*For  he  ihall  have  judgment  w^ithout  mercy,  who  hath 
fhfewed  no  mercy,  and  mercy  tcjoiceth  againft  judg- 
ment.*  And  in  1  fa.  Ixii.  12.  Alfo  unto  thee  O  Lord 
*  belongeth 
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As  we  have  fromfed  our  Readers,  frequently  to  pre/hit 
them  with  a  new  Tranjlation  of  fome  JeleB  Portion 
of  the  Old  Tefiament,  from  the  Hehre-.v,  we  JhaU 
'  begin  with  the  o3d  of  Ifalah. 

Verfe 

1-  TTT^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^ade  to  rdy  apon  our 
T  ?     tidings  ? 

And  the  arm  of  Jehovah,  concerning  whom  it  is 
uncovered  ? , 

2.  For  like  a  young  twig  he  ftall  grow  up  belbre 

their  faces. 
Even  hke  a  root  from  a  parched  foil. 

He  hath  no  form  or  beauty,  that  we  fliould  n^- 
gard  him. 

And  hath  no  appearance,  that  we  Ihould  earneftlj 
defire  him. 

3.  He  is  reproached  and  forfaken  of  men; 

.4 
A  man  of  forrows  and  acquainted  with  infinnity; 
As  (one)  hiding  (his)  face  from  us. 
He  was  reproached,  for  we  confidered  him  not. 
A.  Verily  our  iiscfinnities  he  took  up, 

.  And  air  forrpws  he  carried  them. 
But  we,  wretched,  confideied  hhn  ftricken. 
Smitten  of  God,  and' affli^ed: 
5.  But  he  was  repeatedly  pierced  for.oar  mnfgref- 
fions,.  jj  {.  ,.,  ,  ■     .  . 

"VTas  cruflied  for  our  iniquities,         .      ..; 

The 
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-  The  correcSHon  caufing  our  peace,  was  upon  him, 
6       - 
And  by  his  wounds  we  are  reftored. 

6.  The  whole  of  us  like  (heep  have  ftrayed, 

(Each)  man  his  own  way  hath  turned; 

7 
And  Jehovah  hath  caufed  to  light  upon  him 

The  iniquity  of  us  all. 

7.  It  is  exa6led,  and^he  is  anfwerable; 
But  he  will  not  open  his  mouth. 

Like  a  Iamb  to  the  flaughter,  he  fhall  be  led. 
And  as  an  ewe  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb. 
Thus  he  will  not  open  his  mouth. 

8.  From  civil  reftraint,  and  from  judgment,  he  is  taken^ 

s 
And  of  his  generation,  who  (hall  meditate  deeply  ? 

Becaufe  he  is  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living. 

For  the  tranfgreflion  of  my  people,  the  ftroke  of 

death  is  upon  him. 

Q.  And  he  will  appoint  with  the  unjuft  his  fepulchre; 

But  with  the  wealthy  he  (hall  be  in  his  death. 

Although  he  had  not  done  wrong. 

And  deceit  is  not  in  his  mouth ;  9 

XO.  Yet  it  pleafeth  Jehovah  to  cru(h  him  with  infirmity. 
10 
If  he  (hall  caufe  his  life  to  be  appointed  a  propi- 
tiatory facrifice. 
He  (hall  behold  a  feed,  he  (hall  caufe  their  days 

to  be  prolonged; 
And  the  delight  of  Jelievah,  (hall  profper  in  his 
hand. 

11.  Of 
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J  1 .  Of' the  affli^live  labour  of  his  life/.he  fliall  behold. 
He  (hall  be  fatisfied. 

With  his  knowledge  he  (hall  caufe  juftification. 
Myfervant^cauiing  juftification  to  the  multitudes. 
For  their  iniquities  he  fhall  bear  away. 

11.  Therefore  I  will  divide  for  him  among  the  mul- 
titudes. 
And  with  the  mighty  he  fhall  divide  the  prey; 
Becaufe  that  he  hath  uncovered  unto  death,  his  life, 
And  with  the  tranfgreflbrs  he  was  numbered. 
And  the  deviations  of  multitudes  he  bare  away. 
And  for  tranfgreflbrs  he  fhall  make  interceffion. 

The  figures  in  the  text  refer  to  the  marginal  notes.  Thus,  No  i. 
No  fplendour  of  Ihape.  No.  2,  Glory.  No.  3,  Behold,  look  at, 
underfland.  No.  4,  Wounded  mind.  No.  5,  Carried  as  a  bur- 
den. No.  6,  Confociation,  likewife  fpots,  wounds,  bruifes,  that 
run  into  each  other.  No.  7,  Meet.  No.  8,  Probably  it  means^ 
that  but  very  few  of  that  generation  fhall  think  ajight  on  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Chrifl,  No.  9,  Wounds.  No.  10,  If  he  will  make  his 
life  liable  to  puniihment. 

T.  A.  T. 


Domeftic  AffeSlions  a  true  Source  of  Virtue. 

V 

WITH  A  TALE  BY  A  FARMER. 

THE  man  who  in  his  youtii  has  the  feelings  pro- 
per to  a  fon  and  a  brother,  and  in  future  life 
thofe  of  a  hulband  and  a  father,  is  poflefled  of  prin- 
VoL.  i;  D  ciplcs. 
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-ciplesj  M^iich^  if  brought  into  action,  will  enable  him 
to  perform  every  fbcial  duty  <rf  life,  in  an  honoura- 
ble, and  ufeful  way. 

I  have  been  led  to  think  thus,  from  obfervation  on 
the  manner  in  which  my  own  mind  has  a^d,  from 
ttiy  earlieft  remembrance.  For  when  but  a  boy,  if! 
faw  a  very  aged  man,  I  refpedled  him,  becaufe  my 
grandfather  was  an  aged  man ;  if  I  faw  children,  I 
felt  myfelf  interefted  towards  them,  from  the  feelings 
which  I  poflefled  for  my  brothers  and  fillers;  and  if 
I  law  pcrlbns  of  middle  age,  I  felt  myfelf  towards 
them,  in  a  degree,  as  to  my  father  and  n[K)ther. 

As  I  have  gone  on  in  life,  my  feelings  have  kept 
pace  with  my  fituation.  I  havC  now  for  many  years 
been  a  hulband  and  a  father,  and  I  feel  myfelf  pol^ 
felled  of  a  proper  refpe61:  for  other  womeuj  fiwn  the 
afFe6lion  which  I  have  always  felt  for  my  own  wife ; 
-andfor  children  in  general,  Irom  the  paternal  feelings 
of  my  heart  towards  my  own. 

If  the  minds  of  other  people  are  fimilar  to  mine,  I 
may  lafely  pronounce,  that  the  cultivation  of  domef- 
tic  feelings  ought  to  be  one  of  the  fi^^  concerns  of 
parents  and  tutors,  towards  thofe  whom  Providence 
has  commited  to  thdr  tuition;  for  it  Ibikes  me  for- 
cibly, that  if  any  man  is  deficient  in  natural  affeQioriy 
he  will  be  deficient  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
life.  Befides  which,  the  pleafure  which  domeAic 
feelings  afford,  is  of  a  more  delicate  and  latisfying 
nature  than  any  other,  and  has  a  tendency  to  make 

the 
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the  niind  cheerful;;  thereby  giving  it  a  fitnei$  for  the 
performance  of  every  duty. 

I  w£p  much  pleafed  the  other  day  at  meeting  with 
an  account  which  an  American  farmer  gives  of  him-* 
felt  As  it  illuftrates  the  fubje61:  I  am  upon,  I  will 
prefect  it  to  my  reader^,  particularly  rf>Qomipending 
it  to  n\y  young  frienjde.    It  begins  thus: 

.  ^  I  thank  Gqd  that  it  is  my  lot  to.fee  an  Americari 
fai^ner,  inftead  of  a  Ruffian  boQr,  oi*  an  Hjtogariih 
peasant.    It  is  ftrai}ge>  that  mifery,  when  viewed  in 
others,  fhould  become,  to  lis  a  fort  of  real  good.   The 
h^rdftiips  of  thefe  people  are  certainly  greater  than 
thole  which  our  n^groas  experience.-^When  young, 
I  thought  of  felling  my  farm,  becaufett  afforded  but 
a  dull  repetition  of  the.  f^me  labors .  and  jdeafures. 
But  when  I  conlidered  myfdf  ^  divefted  of  my  farm^ 
I  imagined  the  world  fo  wide,  and  every  habitable 
place  (6  full,  that  J  began  to  fear  left  there  would  bo 
no  room  for  me.     My  farm;  my  boufe,  my  barn,,  pre* 
fented  obje6ls  from  which  J  adduced   quite  new 
ideas;  ideas  more  forcible  than  before.    "Why  ihould 
not  I  find  myfelf  happy,  feid  I,  where  my  father  lived 
and  died  in  prqfperity  ?  Though  be  gave  me  no  other 
education  than  the  art  of  reading  and  writing,  he  left 
me  a  good  farm,  and    his  experience;  free    from 
debts  and  oth^  difiiculties.    I  married  ;^  and  this 
perfe^y  reconciled  me  to  my  fituation :    my  wife 
rendered  my  houfe  all  at  once  cheer&l  and  pkafing; 
it  no  longer  appeared  gloomy  and  fditary  ^  before^ 

D2  When 
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When  I  went  to  work  in  the  fields,  I  worked  with 
more  alacrity;  I  felt  that  I  did  not  work  for  inyfelf 
alone,  and  this  encouraged  me  much.  My  wife 
would  often  come  with  her  knitting  in  her  hand,  and 
fit  under  the  fhady  trees,  praifing  the  ftraitnefs  of  my 
furrows,  and  the.  docility  of  my  horfes.  This  dwell- 
ed my  heart;  and  I  regretted  that  I  had  not  married 
before.  I  know  no  othier  landlord  than  the  Lord  of 
all  Land,  to  whom  I  owe  the  moft  fincere  gratitude. 

^^  My  father  left.me  three  hundred  and  feventy  one 
acres  of  land,  forty  of  which  are  of  the  beft  timothy 
meadow,  an  excellent  orchard,  a  good  houfe,  and  a 
fubftantial  barn.  How  happy  am  I  that  he  lived  to 
build,  and  to  pay  for  allthefb  improvements !  As  my 
difficulties  are  lefs  than  his,  I  have  but  to  tread  his 
paths  to  be  as  good  as  he  was. 

"  Thefe  are  the  outlines  of  my  fitiiation;  but  as  I 
can  feel  more  than  I  am  able  to  exprels,  I  hardly 
know  how  to  proceed.  When  my  firft  fon  was  born, 
the  whole  train  of  my  ideas  was  fuddenly  altered ; 
never  was  there  a  charm  that  afted  fo  quickly  and 
fo  powerfully:  I  ccafed  to  ramble  in  imagination 
through  the  wide  world;  my  (imaginary)  excurfions 
fince  have  not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  my  farm,  and 
all  my  principal  pleafures  are  now  centered  within 
its  fcanty  limits  :  but  at  the  fame  time  there  is  not 
an  operation  belonging  to  it  in  which  I  do  not  find 
fome  food  for  ufeful  refle<9:ion.  This  is  the  reafon, 
I  fuppofe,  that  when  you  was  hei'eyou  ufed,  in  your 

refined 
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refined  ftyle^  to  term  me  the  farmer  of  feelings :  but 
how  rude  muft  thefe  feelings  be  in  him  who  daily 
holds  the  plough  and  the  axe !  Thofe  feelings,  how- 
ever>,  I  will  delineate  as  well  as  I  am  able,  agreeable 
to  your  earneft  requeft. 

*^  When  I  contemplate  my  wife  by  my  fire-fide, 
while  fhe  either  fpins,  knits,  darns,  or  luckles  our 
child,  I  cannot  defcribe  the  various  emotions  of  love, 
of  gratitude,  and  confcious  pride,  which  thrill  in  my 
heart,  and  often  overflow  in  involuntary  tears.  It 
is  true  thefe  pleafing  images  vanifh  with  the  fmokc 
of  my  pipe;  but  "though  they  dilappear  fi-om  my 
xnind,^  the  impreffion  they  have  made  upon  my  heart 
is  indelible.  When  I  play  with  the  infant,  my  warm 
imagination  runs  forward,  and  eagerly  anticipates 
his  future  temper  and  conftitution. — Whenever  I 
go  abroad,  it  is  always  involuntary ;  I  never  return 
home  without  feeling  fame  pleafing  emotion. 

^^  Often  when  I  plough  my  low  ground,  Iplace  my 
little  boy  on  a  chair  fixed  with  fcrews  to  the  machine- 
its  motion,,  and  that  of  the  horfes,  plcafe  him;  he  is 
perfedlly  happy,  and  begins  to  chat.  As  I  lean  over 
the  handle,  Various  arc  the  thoughts  that  crowd  into 
my  mind.  I  am  now  doing  for  him,  I  fay,  what  my 
father  formerly  did  for  me:  may  God  enable  him  to 
live,  that  he  may  perform  the  fame  operations,  for 
the  fame  purpofes,  when  I  am  worn  but  and  old! 

**  I  relieve  his  mother  of  fome  little  trouble  while 
J  have  him  with  me;  the  odoriferous  furrow  exhila- 
rates 
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rates  his  fpirits,  and  fepms  to  do  him  much  good, 
for  he  looks  more  blooming  lince  I  have  adopted  that 
pjacSlice.'* 

Can  more  pleafure,  more  dignity^  be  added  to  that 
primary  occupation  ?  The  father  thus  ploughing  with 
his  child,  and  to  feed  his  family,  is .  inferior  only  to 
the  Emperor  of  China,  ploughing  as  an  example  to 
his  kingdom. 

I  make  no  comment  upoil  this  fimple  ruftic  ac- 
cx)unt;  I  only  fay,  that  the  man  who  can  read  it 
without  feeling,  has  got  a  heart  which  I  do  not  en- 
vy him  the  poffeflion  of.  W.  V. 


Account  of  the  prefent  State  of  the  City  of  ^Nazareth, 
from  Maritts  Travels  through  Cyprus,  &f^. 

NAZARETH,  a  city  of  Galilee,  fo  famous 
among  the  Chriftians,  is  lituated  in  35  de- 
grees of  eaft  longitude,  and  in  32  degrees  of  north 
latitude.  It  held. the  third  rank  among  the  metro* 
politan  cities  dependent  on  the  Patriarch  of  Jerula- 
Jem.  At  prefent  it  forms  a  part  of  the  domains  of 
the  Chief  .of  Acre.  The  ancient  city,  deftroyed  by 
fanaticiiin,  w^s,  after  its  ravages,  nothing  but  ^  mi- 
Jferable  hamlet,  confifting  of  a  few  Arab  huts.  Uji- 
der  the  protection  of  Daher  Omer,  however,  it  has 
recovered  from  i^s  humiliation,  and  now-  makes  a  far 
fuperior  appearance.  The  houfes  are  built  of  beau- 
tiful floue."^  In  th^.eaftem  part  there  is  a  handfomc 
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church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  which  was  formerly 
deftroyed  by  the  Saracens,   and  rebuilt  by  the  zeal 
of  the  Cenobites.     The  building  confifts  of  three 
naves,  divided  by  two  rows  of  Hone  pilafters.     That 
in  the  middle  contains  the  principal  altar,  the  afcent 
to  which  is  by  two  magnificent  ftaircafes,  much  ad- 
mired for  their  iron  balluftrades,  formed  with  great 
ikill  by  one  of  the  monks  belonging  to  the  convent. 
Under  the  altar  is  a  remarkable  grotto,  called  the 
Chapel  of  the  Annunciation.     It  is  defcended  by 
ileps  of  beautiful  marble,  which  are  cut  with  much 
tafi:^.     In  this  place,  according  to  tradition,  the  an- 
gel appeared  to  the  Virgin,  and  announced  to  her  the 
future  birth  of  our  Saviour.     Two  beautiful  columns 
of  oriental  granate  ftrike  the  eye  of  the  obferver  in 
the  entrance.     They  appear  to  have  been  conftru<5l:ed 
both  to  fupport  and  ornament  the  grotto.     The  al- 
tar of  this  fiibterranean  chapel  is  extremely  elegant ; 
and  the  different  kinds   of  marble  with  which  it  is 
ornamented  receive  an   additional  luftre  from  the 
combined  %ht  of  feveral  filvcr  lamps  prefented  by 
Chriftian  princes.     On  folemn  feftivals,   the  walls 
and  the  pilafters  are  ornamented  with  various  pieces 
of  tapeftr}%'reprcfenting  the  myfteries  of  the  Virgin; 
om  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Ih  the 
be  city  ftands  a  Chriftian  church^ 
on  the  fcite  of  the  ancient  Sy na- 
;  Chrift  fhewed  the  Jews  the  ac- 
[le  prophecies  in  his  peribn.     ThSs 

place 
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place  ferved  a  long  time  as  a  fhelter  for  flocks;  but 
^%  prefent  it  is  in  good  repair.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood may  be  feen  a  fountain  of  excellent  water^ 
which  is  however  eftcemed  by  the  people  on  another 
account.  They  conje6lure  that  it  was  contiguous 
to  the  habitation  of  the  Virgin,  and  that  it  was  ufe4 
by  her.  At  fome  diftance  is  a  large  ftone,  of  a  round 
form,  called  Chrift's  table.  It  is  pretended  that  he 
came  thither  more  than  once  with  his  difciples  to 
eat.  The  inhabitants  of  Nazareth  pay  it  a  kind  of 
worfhip,  by  burning  perfumes  and  incenfe  around  it. 
At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  the  city,  on  the 
Ibuthem  fide,  is  a  mountain,  which  the  Arabs  call 
Zein,  and  the  Nazarines  the  Mountain  of  the  Preci- 
pice; becaufe  the  Jews  wiihed  to  precipitate  the 
Meifiah  from  it.  On  the  fummit  is  found  a  fmall 
grotto,  cut  out  in  the  rock,  in  the  form  of  a  taber- 
nacle, to  recall  to  remembrance  the  miraculous  power 
manifefted  by  the  Son  of  God,  in  efcaping  from  the 
bands  of  the  impious. 

Injtance  of  uncommon  Moderation. 

'The  Earl  of  Caernarvon,  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.  being  at  dinner  one  day  at  the^ 
houfe  of  his  father-in-law,  a  phyfician,  dther  be- 
longing to,  or  of  the  acquaintance  of  the  family,  gave 
this  noble  earl  the  lie  direS.  The  company  prefent 
appeared  in  the  utmoll  aftoniihment  at  the  irnpu*- 
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tlence  of  this  fon  of  -^culapius;  but  the  Earl  very 
cfdtmly  rq>lied,  ^  I  will  take  the  Ue^  but  I  will  never 
tAjQfhyJic  of  him:  he  may  fpeak  what  does  not  be- 
eome  him ;  but  I  will  not  do  what  is  unworthy  of  me.' 


^n  uncommon  Epitaph-^Tranfcrih^dJ^roni  a  Tomhftone^ 
at  Green  Bay,  Jamuica. 

I>EU  suR  TOUT— That  is,  Gk)d  above  all. 

HERE  lies  the  body  of  Lewis  Galdy,  Efq. 
who  departed  this  life,  at  Port  Royal,  the  22d  of 
December,  1739^  aged  80.  He  was  bom  at  Mont- 
pelier,  in  France,  but  left  that  country  for  his  reli- 
gion, and  came  and  fettled  in  this  ifland,  where  he 
was  Iwallowed  up  in  the  great  earthquake,  in  the 
year  169^,  and  by  the  providence  of  God,  was  by 
another  fhock  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  miraculoufly 
favied  by  fwimming,  until  a  boat  took  him  up.  He 
lived  many  years  after  in  great  reputation,  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  much  lamented  at  his 
death. 


ji  Li/i   of  fuch  EngViJh   Writers  on  the  Refioratimx 
whoje  Works  the  Editor  has  read  or  heard  of. 

GERAILD  Winflanley.     His  book  is  called  the 
Myftery  <rf  God,  8cc.     Printed  1649. 
Jofeph  Alford,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Ox- 
ford.    His  book  is  called  the  Church  Triumphant, 
Vol.  L  E  or 
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or,  a  comfortable  treatifeof  the  amplitude  and  large- 
nefs  of  Chrift's  Kingdom.  Printed  1  §44. — ^This  au- 
thor is  Angular  in  his  defign,  which  is  to  prove  from 
fcripture  and  realbn,  that  the  number  of  the  damned 
is  inferior  to  that  of  the  ele6l.  Though  this  is  not 
the  full  do6lrine  of  the  Relloration,  yet  it  is  fome- 
what  approaching  to  it. 

R.  Stafford.  His  book  is  entitled  Some  Thoughts 
6f  the  Life  to  Come,  &c.  Printed  1693.  This  piece 
fully- aflerts  the  Refloration. 

Peter  Sterrey.  He  wrote  a  book  called  the  Rife, 
llace  and  Royalty  of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrifl  in  the 
Soul :  which  (as  Mr.  J.  White  wrote  a  preface  to  it) 
I  conjedlure  that  it  includes  the  Univerfal  ideas. 

I  think  this  author  alfo  publifhed,  ^  The  Revela- 
tion of  the  Everlafling  Gofpel  Meflage/  which  is  ex- 
prcfsly  upon  the  Univerfal  foheme. 

A  Bifhop  of  the  Church  of  England,  anno  l66l, 
publifhed  '  a  Letter  of  Refolution  concerning  tho^ 
Opinions  of  Origen.' — This  Bifhop  evidently  is  on 
the  Univerfal  fide  of  the  queflion.  Who  he  was  I 
Know  not,  only  that  he  was  the  author  of  a  noted 
work  called  '  De  Veritatc.'  Should  be  glad  if  any 
Correfpondent  could  give  his  name.  ' 

Anno  1(558.  A  fmall  treatife  was  publifhed,  caU 
led,  '  Of  the  Torments  of  Hell,  the  foundation  fha- 
ken  and  removed;  with  many  infallible  proofs  that 
there  is  not  to  be  a  punifhment  that  fhall  neverend.* 
No  author's  name. 

Ann» 
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Anno  1653.  A  book  upon  the  fubjedl,  entitled, 
^  God's  Light  declared  in  Myfteries.' «  No  name. 

Richard  Copping  avowed  the. dotflrine  in  a  bo«k 
publifhed  1655,  called  Truth's  Teftimony. 

Sadler,  in  his  Olbia ;  I  have  never  feen  this 

book,  and  know  not  when  it  was  publifhed. 

(In  our  next  will  be  a  Lijl  of  more  modem  Engli/h 
Authors.) 

Prefent  State  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

SOME  travellers  have  affirmed,  that  the  remains 
of  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  and  the  other  cities,  may 
fiiU  be  feen,  when  the  waters  (of  the  Dead  Sea)  arc 
low  and  limpid ;  but  the  abbe  Mariti,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  refearches,  could  perceive  nothing  of  that 
Jpnd,  The  water  of  this  lake^  though  limpid,  is  bit- 
ter, and  exceffively  fait.  N©  kind  of  fifh  is  produced 
in  it;  and  even  thofe  which  are  fometime^s  carried 
thither  by  the  rapidity  of  the  Jordan,  inftantly  die. 
Of  every  fort  of  plant  it  is  likewife  obferved  to  be 
defiitute.  The  bottom  of  it  is  black,  thick  and  foe- 
tixk;  and  the  earth  in  the  neighbourhood  is  ©f  the 
fame  colour,  and  as  inflammable  as  coal.  Branches 
of  trees  which  fall  into  it,  become  petrified  in  a  Httid 
lime,  by  the  force  of  the  fait  which  adheres  to  them, 
and  penetrates  to  the  very  pith  of  the  wood.  It  has 
been  faid  that  the  approach  of  this  fhore  was  mortal 
tQ  birds;  yet  it  is  frequented  by  abundance  0f  the 
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feathered  tribe,  and  particularly  fwAllows^  which  ftim 
along  a^d  fpoit  on  its  furface.  This  vail  baion, 
which  i$  continually  rec^ving  the  waters  of  difFaient 
torrents,  rivulets  and  ftreams,  has  no  vifible  outlet. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  either  its  waters  dif- 
charge  themfelves  by  the  fubterranean  paf&ges,  into 
the  Mediterranean^  or  Red  Sea,  or  that  according  to 
Arabian  philofophers,  they  are  diffipated  by  evapora- 
tion. Both  thefe  caufes  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  operate.  On  the  weftem  Ihore,  are  feen  Ibme  na^ 
tural  faltpits,  which  produce  a  very  white  fait,  ufed 
by  the  Arabs,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  for 
feafoning  their  provifions*  Near  thefe  arifes  a  moua«- 
tain  of  fait,  which  has  the  hardncft  of  ftcwie;  but 
which,  when  cleaned  and  pounded,  is  not  inferior  in 
quality  to  the  former. 


ji  puzzling  Queftion  to  a  Univerfaltft. 

I  WAS  converfing  about  two  years 
ago,  with  Dr.  R  Our  fubje6l  was  the  Univer- 

sal Reftoration ;  I  niaintained  the  affirmative,  the  good 
Dodlor  the  negative.  At  laft,"  Brother  Vidler,"  fays 
the  Do6lor,  "  let  me  alk  you   a  fimple  queftion." 

^'  Yes,  Brother  R ;'  if  you  pleafe,  quoth  I.   "  I  afk 

then,"  continued  he,  "  that  though  you  think  God 
is  fo  merciful,  that  .he  never  will  damn  any  finner, 
endlejslyi  yet,  when  you  vvtvf  yourjelf  ^  a  fianer, 
don't  you  think,  that  you  define  endlefs  damnation  ?'* 

Ian- 
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I  aniwered,  ^^When  you,Do6lor,  can  prove,  t|iat  God 
ias  threatened  linnere  with  endJefs  damnation ;  \  wiH 
then  own  that  I  deferve  endlefs  damnatioi^.  Becaufe, 
it  is  a  maxim  with  me,  that  God  is  as  juft  in  his  threat^ 
nings^  as  in  the  execution  of  them.'*  The  Doctor  did 
not  attempt  to  prove,  that  there  was  any  Juch  threat 
in  Scripture. 


ANECDOTE. 

BISHOP  BURNET,  in  his  charges  to  the 
Clergy,  fbewed  a  great  deal*of  difinterefted  integrity, 
by  vehanently  exclaiming  againft  pluralities,  as  a 
moil  facrilegious  robbery  of  the  revenues  of  the 
church ;  a  remarkable  efFe6l  crif  his  zeal  upon  thi« 
head,  may  not  be  improper  to  be  here  related.  la 
his  firft  vifitation  at  SaUfbury,  he  urged  the  autho- 
rity of  St.  Bernard,whobdngconfuIted  by  one  of  his 
foUchvers,  whether  he  might  accept  of  two  benefices; 
rqjlied, '  And  how  will  yen  he  able  toferve  them  hoth^* 
^  I  intend^  answered  the  prieft,  ^  to  officiate  in  one  cf 

them  hy  a.depiOy' '  WlUyour  deputy  he  damned  for 

jou  too,  cried  the  {aint.  ^  Believe  me^  you  mdy/erve 
your  cure  hy  froxy^  h^t  you  mu/the  damned  in  per/on.^ 
This  exptieffion  fo  affedled  Mr.  Kelfy,  a  pious  and 
worthy  clergyman  there  prefent,  that  he  immediately 
refigned  the  re<9ory  of  Bemertoo  in  Bcrkfhirc,  worth 
QOOl.  a  year,  which  he  then  b^d  with  one  of  greater 
value. 

Natural 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


30  THE  UNIVERSALIST  S  MISCELLANY. 

NATURAL  HISTORY. 

WE  have  promifed  our  friends,  that  natural 
hiftory  (hall  make  an  article  in  our  publica- 
tion. There  is  no  ftudy  more  wwthy  of  man  than 
this ;  it  has  a  tendency  greatly  to  enlarge  the  mind, 
by  giving  it  an  idea  of  the  greatnefs  of  God,  in  the 
wifdom  and  vaftnefs  of  his  works.  It  nyiy  ferve  alio 
to  humble  us,  by  fhewing  how  little  we  know  of  the 
works  of  creation.  For  when  y/e  have  exerted  our 
minds  to  the  utmoft,  in  confidering  the  heavens 
above  us,  and  the  earth  beneath  us,  and  the  various 
and  ftupendous  appearances  of  nature,  in  her 
animal  and  vegetable  forms  around  us;  wefhall  ftill 
find  that  we  know  comparatively  nothing ;  and  that  we 
are  rather  fmatterers  in  knowledge,  than  real  poflef- 
Ibrs  of  it;  that  we  have  rather  dwelt  upon  the  furface 
of  nature,  than  that  we  have  dived  into  her  arcana^ 
and  comprehended  her  inmoft  recefles, 

^  The  works  pf  Jehovah  are  honourable  and  glorir- 
pnSy  fays  David,  fought  out  of  all  them  who  have 
pleafure  ^  therein.'  To  a  young  mind  in  particular, 
4he  ftudy  of  nature  is  a  pleafing  theme,  as  it  not 
only  gives  a  laudable  exercife  to  that  curiofity,  which 
is  the  charaxfter  of  youth ;  but  alfo  enables  them  to  ac- 
count for  many  appearances,  both  in  the  heavens, 
and  on  this  globe  which  we  inhabit,  in  a  rational 
way,  and  thereby  delivers  their  minds  from  low  fu- 
perftition,  and  vulgar  fears.  It  is  principally  forthcfake 
of  the  youthful  part  of  our  readers,  that  we  fhaU  tre^t 

PU 
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on  this  fubjedl.  In  doing  which  we  (hall,  without 
fcruple,  avail  ourfelves  of  fuch  help  which  is  within 
our  reach ;  confulting  the  beft  authors,  and  from 
thence  feledling  that  which  fuits  our  purpofe,  cither 
in  the  language  of  thofe  writers,  or  in  language  of 
our  own,  as  may  appear  mod  convenient  We 
fhall  begin  with 

A  Sketch  of  the  Univerfe. 

THE  world  may  be  confidered  as  on^ 
vaft  manfion,  where  man  is  placed  to  enjoy  the  boun- 
ties of  the  Creator,  to  admire  his  works,  to  rule  over 
them  on  earth,  and  to  be  grateful.  O  Lord,  fays  the 
Pfalmift,  thou  haft  made  man  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,  thou  haft  fet  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands. 
And  Mofes  informs  us,  that  when  the  Almighty  had 
made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  hofts  of 
them,  that  then  he  made  man  in  his  own  likenefs,  after 
his  own  image,  and  gave  him  dominion  over  the  works 
of  his  hands.  And  as  a  proof  of  that  dominion,  and 
as  the  firftinftance  oftheexerclfeof  it,  Gk)d  brought 
every  beaft  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of  the  air,  to 
Adam,  and  he  named  them. 

And  the  fear  of  him,  and  the  dread  of  him,  did 
God  imprefs  upon  all  the  lower  tribes  of  creation. 
-  No  doubt  but  there  was  pefedl  harmony  among  the 
beafts  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  heaven,  at  that 
time;  and  perfe6l  fubjedion  in  all,  to  man,  their 
connmon  lord.  Nor  is  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
this  would  have  ever  ceafed,  if  man  had  kept  his  alle- 
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giance  to  hisXl^reaton  But  as  man  rebelled  againft 
the  Lord  of  Nature^  fo  was  the  lower  part  of  cre- 
ation permitted  to  rebel  againft  \pm.  The  beafts  of 
the  earth  either  flee  his  prefehce,  endanger  his  iafety, 
cir  reludtantly  fubmit  to  his  authority.  Thus  every 
thing  proclaims  that  man  has  forfeited  his  fovereignty, 
and  has  a6lually  loft  the  proper  exercife  of  it.  The 
remnant  of  power  th^t  remains  to  him,  is  exercifed 
with  precarious  fuccels. 

The  air  alfo  in  which  we  breathe^  and  the  earth 
from  which  our  fuftenancc  arifeth,  have  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  human  guilt.  The  one  is  often  fraught  wfth 
peftilential  vapours,  and  the  other  is  curfed  for  our 
(akes.  Hence  when  man  is  fent  into  this  world,  it  is 
rather  as  a  ftranger  than  a  fovereign.  He  is  fubjecSt 
to  weaknefs,  furrounded  with  wants ;  and  his  firft 
cares  are  to  fatiafy  the  appetites  of  fenfe.  The  beau- 
ties of  nature,  and  all  the  wonders  of  creation,  have 
but  little  charms  for  him  in  this  ftate ;  his  attention 
being  taken  up  in  obviating  prefent  wants.  In  this 
flate  man  bears  the  denomination  oifavage^  i.  e.  un- 
cultivated. Hence  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  in  every  age, 
the  refinements  of  fcience  have  been  among  the 
latcft  efforts  of  human  induftry.  v 

Such  philolbphers  as  have  difcovered  furprife  at 

the  want  of  curiofity  in   the  ignorant,  feem  not  to 

•have  admitted  the  docftrine  of  the  fall  of  man.     They 

found  man  in  a  low,  degraded  condition,  and  being 

two  wife  in  their  own  conceit  to  admit  the  account 

which 
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which  Revelation  gives  of  his  defedtion  frOm  Grod, 
they  have  vainly  amufcd  themfelves  and  the  world, 
with  their  eflays  on  the  prefent  llate  of  human  na- 
ture. 

Equally  ftrangers  to  the  fall  and  recovery  of  the 
human  race,  they  have  failed  both  in  appreciating 
the  charafter  of  the  Creator,  and  the  condition  of 
the  creature. 

Human  curiofity,  though  but  flowly  excited  at 
firft,  yet  being  at  lall  poflefled  of  Icifurc  for  indulg- 
ing its  propenfity,  becomes  one  of  the  greateft  amufe- 
ments  of  life,  and  gives  higher  fatisfadlion  than  what 
even  the  fenfe  can  afford.  A  man  of  this  difpofition, 
turns  all  nature  into  a  magnificent  theatre ;  replete 
with  objedls  of  wonder  and  furprife,  and  fitted  up 
chiefly  for  his  happinefs  and  ufe ;  he  induftrioufly 
examines  all  things,  fi'om  the  minuteft.  infc6l  to  the 
mod  finifhed  animal ;  and,  when  his  limited  organs 
can  no  longer  make  the  acquifition,  he  fends  out  his 
imagination  upon  new  enquiries. 

Aftronomlers  tell  us,  that  this  earth  which  We  in- 
habit forms  but  a  very  minute  part  of  that  great  af- 
iemblage  of  bodies,  of  which  the  univerfe  is  compof- 
ed.  They  ft-y  that  the  earth  is  a  million  of  times 
leis  than  the  fun.  Some  of  the  planets  alfo  are  fup- 
pofed  to  exceed  the  earth  one  thoufand  tinves  in 
jnmagnitude. 

With  regard  toourf}'ftem,  the  fun  is  placed  in  the 
center,  and  gives^  light  and  heat,  and  is  fuppofedalfo 

Vqi;.L  F  to 
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to  give  circular  motion's  to  the  planets  which  fur- 
rcnmd  it.  Mercury,  Venus,  the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter, 
Saturn,  to  which -we  muft  no^v  add  the  Georgium 
Sidus,  a  planet  lately  difcovered  by  Dr/  Herfchell ; 
perfoian  their  cohliant  circuits  of  different  diftances, 
each  taking  up  a  time  to  complete  its  revolution,  in 
proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  tlie  circle  which  it  is 
to  dcfcribe. 

Modern  philofophy  teaches  that,  when  the  great 
Author  of  Nature  began  the  work  of  creation,  he 
chofe  to  operate  by  fecond  caufes ;  and  that,  fufpend- 
ing  the  conllant  exertion  of  his  power,  he  endued 
matter  with  a  quality  by  which  the  univerfal  oecono- 
my  of  nature  might  be  continued  without  his  imme- 
diate affift^nce.  This  quality  is  called  attraction  ;  a 
fort  of  approximating  influence,  which  it  is  thought 
all  bodies,  whether  terrclirial  or  celeftial,  poflefe,  ac  ^ 
cording  to  the  quantity  of  matter  which  they  feverally 
contain.  - 

Whether  this  attractive  quality  alcribed  to  them 
he  real.  Or  i(  it  be  fo,  whether  it  is  the  great  agent, 
or  principle,  by  which  the  motion  of  the  planets  is 
performed,  has  been  doubted. 

Inclced,  iti  order  to  account  fully  for  this  motion, 
aiid  to  aiiign  a  reafon  why  the  planets  do  not  fall 
ii^to  the  fun,  from  its  fuperior  attra6Ung  power,  ow- 
ing to  its  immenfe  lize;  philofophers  have  fuppofed . 
the  exillence  of  another  power,  of  equal  efficiency, 
namely,  '  a  progreffive  force  which  each  planet   re- 

Q^ived 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


THE  UNIVERSALISt's  MISCELLAlffr*  35 

cdv«l  when  it  was  impel! cd  forvi'ard  by  the  Divine 
hand,  upon  its  firft  formation.  This  has  been  called 
impuljion^  and  operates  td  drive  them  ftraight  for- 
ward, fo  that  being  a6led  upon  by  this  twofold  fo^ce, 
the  planets  are  faid  to  follow  a  track  between  both  ; 
and  are  *prefervcd  by  the  aitraB'wn  of  the  fun  from 
going  ftraight  forward,  and  by  their  own'  repulfive 
power,  from  faHing  into  the  center. 

WhiBther  this  account  be  the  true  one,  or  not, 
does  not  much  concern  us.  We  may,  however,  de- 
voutly adore  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God  rn  the 
heavens ;  and  feeing  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  in  their 
order,  may  juftly  afcribe  their  formation  and  direc- 
tion to  Divine  energy. 

Not  only  do  the  primary  orbs  bcfbre-menfioned 
perform  their  revolutions  round  the  fun,  but  the  fe» 
condary  ones,  which  we  call  moons yOV  fateJUtes;  which 
attend  on  {omo,  of  the  firft-raife  planets,  do  the  feme. 
They  alfo  perform  their  refpedtive  revolutions  round 
the  planets  which  they  accompany.  /    : 

There  ar^alfo  other  heavenly  bodies  which  do  not 
peculiarly  belong  to  our  fyftem,  but  freqiiently 
come  into  it  from  fome  immenfely  diiiant  regions  : 
thefe  are  comets ,  whofe  appearance  was  once  very 
terrible  to  mankind.  The  theory  of  them  is^  even 
at  prefent,  but  little  underftood.  Their  number 
ieems  greater  than  that  of  the  planets;  but  whether 
they  roll  in  their  orbits,  in  a  regular  manner,'  or  are 
obedient  to  folar  influence,  is  not  fo  clear.     Aftro- 
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nomers  have  attempted  to  calculate  the  returning 
periods  of  many  of  them;  but  experience  has  not;  as 
yet,  confirmed  the  veracity  of  their  invcftigatiOns. 

There  arc  multitudes  of  other  bodies  difperfed 
over  the  face  of  the  heavens,  many  of  them  aro  too 
remote  for  our  ©bfcrvation  with  the  naked  eye. 
Thofe  who  examine  them  by  glafles  tell  us,  that 
thefe  have  no  motion  like  the  planets,  they  are  there- 
fore csXlc^  fixed  Jiars\  arid  from  their  great  brilliancy 
arid  extreme  diftanee,  they  have  been  fuppofed  to  be 
funs,  refcmbling  that  which  enlivens  our  fyftem.  As 
the  imagination  once  excited,  is  feldom  content  to 
flop,  it  has  furnifhcd  each  with  an  attendant  lyftem 
of  planets  belonging  to  itfelf,and  even  induced  fonie 
phihjophers  to  deplore  the  fate  of  thofe  fyftems,  whofe 
imagined  funs,  which  fometimes  happens,  have  be* 
come  no  longer  vifible. 

But  conje(5lures  i  of  this  kind,  which  no  reafoning  . 
can  afcertain,  nor  expeinment  reach,  are  rather  amuf- 
ing  than  ufeful.  Though  we  fee  the  greatnefs  and 
wifdom  of  tlie  Deity  in  all  the  fecming  worlds  \^hich 
furround  us,  yet  it  is  our  chief  concern  to  trace  him 
in  that  which  we  inhabit. 

The  examination  of  the  earth,  the  wonders  of  its 
contrivance,  the  hiftpry  of  its  advantages,  or  bf  the 
feeming  defedls  in  its  formation,  more  properly  come 
under  the  idep.  of  Natural  Hiftory.  We  (hall  there»- 
fore  in  pur  future  Numbers  go  on  to  give  a  defcrip^ 
tipn  of  the  Earth,  with  its  animals ^  vegetables  ai^d  mir 
neralsy  if  God  permit.  dr. 
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Bit*  franklin's  thoughts  op  death, 
hi  a  Letter  to  Mifs  Huhbafdy  tm  the  deatKofhis  brother 
John  Franklin^  of  BqfioHy  who  was  Eatier^in^Law 
to  that  Lady. 

DEAR  CHILD,     . 

I  CONDOLE  with  you;  we  have  loft  a  mpft  dear 
and  Valuable  relation ;  but  it  is  the  will  of  God 
and  nature  that  thefe  bodies  be  laid  afide,  wheo  the 
foul  is  to  enter  into  real  life.  This  is  rather  an  em- 
brio  ftate,  a  preparation  for  liying,  a  man  is  not  com- 
pleatly  bom  until  he  be  dead.  Why  then  (hould 
we  grieve  that  a  new  child  is  bom  among  the  im- 
mortals, anew  member  added  to  their  happy  fociety. 
We  are  fpirits.  That  bodies  fliould  be  lent  us^  while 
they  can  afford  us  pleafure,  aflift  us  in  acquiring 
knowledge,  or  doing  good  to  our  fellow  creatures,  is 
a  kind  and  benevolent  a6l  of  Crod.  When  they  be- 
come unfit  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  afford  us  pain  in- 
flead  of  plealur?,  inflead  of  an  aid,  they  become  an  in- 
cumbrance, and  anfwer  none  of  the  intentions  for 
which  they  were  given ;  it  is  equally  kind  and  bene- 
volent that  a  way  is  provided  by  which  we  may  get 
rid  of  then).  Death  is  that  way.  Weburfelves  chufe  a 
partial  death.  In  fbmecafcs,a  mangled,  painful  limb, 
which  cannot  be  refloi:ed,  we  willingly  cut  off.  He 
who  plucks  out  a  tooth,  parts  with  it  freely,  fince  the 
pain  goes  with  it;  and  he  that  quits  the  whole  body, 
parts  at  opce  with  all  the  pains,^  and  poffibilities  of 
.  pains 
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pains  and  difeafes  ift  was  HaMe  f oy  m  capable  of  mak* 
,  tag  him  fuflTer*  Oar  fnei>drand  ve  are  invited  abroad 
WiiOn  a  parfy^  of  pleafbre'**-4jsiat  iis^  to.  Eaft  f6r  ever. — 
His  carriage  was  firft  ready,  and  he  is  gone  bcftre  us : 
we  coiild  not  all  conveniently  ftart  together;  and 
why  fliould  you  and  I  be  grieved  at  this,  fifice  we  are 
feon  to  follow  and  know  where  to^fimt  him  }    Adieu 

ir     iiiiicaaiBcaec i.i  uijctfssaasteattcas 

POETRY. 

REFUGE  IN  ADVERSITY. 
^rt  original'  flyntn.     , 
I. 

DOUBT  and  diftrcfe  o'erwhelm  my  foul, .     •   . 
To  thee  my  Gpd  I  fly; 
In  meroyf  all  my  fears  coQtxoul» 
And  bring  deliverance  nighi 
In  thee  alone  I  would  abide, 
And  feel  thy  love  by  fiaith  apply 'd. 

It 
Each  troubled  tHoughr,  cadi  horrid  fear. 

Vain  hope,  and  penfive  figh, 
Tbc.ainJjuilt  joy^.the  lieact-fek  tear,  ^ 

And  Swjow's  plairitive  ory ; . 
By  tiirns^  each,  for  my  mind  contend,. 
When  vBillr  the  painful  draggle  end  ? 

III. 
When  fliall  my  paffions  be  fubduM, 

And  bow  beneath  thy  fway  ? 
When  ftiall  my  foul  be  quite  Tcfigny, 

To  iuft  r  and  obey  ? 
Gladly  thy  wifdom,  to  proclaim, 

Throuekpain,  rebuke,  or  toil,  or  ihame. 

^  IV.  My 
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IV. 

My  intnoft  thoughts  talhee  arc  known,' 

My  fecret  heat  unveird ; 
Never  from  thine  all  piercing  eye. 

Am  I  the  lead  concealed ; 
Pardon  I  crave,  and  purity, 
A  heart,  a  mind,  in  all  like  thee* 

V. 
Within  thine  arms  Pd  filcnt  lay. 

And  fufFer  all  thy  will. 
Thy  law  impartially  obey. 

And  thy  command^iulfil ; 
Now  let  thy.  fpirit  touch  my  heart, 
And  all  my  powers  to  thee  convert. 

VL 
Thou  know'ft  my  trials  hei^  below, 

I  lay  them  at  thy  feet. 
May  I  through  them  more  holy  grow, 

And  for  thy  kingdom  meet ; 
I'll  praife  thee  then,  above  the  Ikies, 
For  florms  that  taught  my  foul  to  rife.  T. 

NABOTH. 

MY  vineyard  flonrifli'd  by  nKy  toil  and  cave^.  ' 
I  hap'd  a$  my  reward,  tbe  fruks  to  diarc  ; 
Says  Jezebel,—*  That  vineyard  mull,  be  fniite.' 
N^both  wa6  flam ':  another  drank  bis  w  ine*         B.  T* 

A  TABLE  HYMN^ 

I.  ^ 

NOT  from  the  earth  our  bleffings  fpring, 
Nor  drop  from  out  the  air;   -  '• 
But  from  thy  power.  Immortal  King, 

And  thy  parternal  care. 

IT   V*em%\ 
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'  II. 

Eternal  feorce  cfcndlefs  goody 
Who  all  cor  wants  fupplies ; 
Life>  (belter,  health,  peace,  joy,  and  food, ' 
•    All  from  thy  bounty  rife* 

III. 
Creator  bail,  thy  name  we  blefs. 

And  own  thee  fov'reign  Lord ; 
O  make  thy  works  thy  name  eonfefs. 

Be  thou  by  all  ador'd.  T. 
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Letter   to  Jlir.  Andrew  Fuller^  cmtmtied  from . 
page  11., 

YOU  next  alk,  ^  Is  not  the  genius  of  the  fenti- 
mcnt  (of  the  Reftoration)  oppofite  to  every 
other  fentiment  in  the  Bible;  becaufe  the  whole 
tenor  of  Scripture  faith  to  the  righteous  it  Ihall  be 
well  with  him,  and  to  the  wicked  it  (hall  be  ill  with 
him  V 

I  folly  accord  with  you,  Sir,  this  is  the  whole  tenor 
of  Scripture,  and  I  rejoice  in  being  able  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  tenor  of  my  miniftry  is  according  to  it  alfo. 
If  the  do6lrine  of  the  Reftoration  of  all  Things,  de- 
ftroyed  that  difcrimination  of  moral  chara6ler  among 
men,  which  the  Scripture  every  where  ^bounds  with, 
it  then  ought  to  be  held  in  abhorrence  by  every 
man.  And  I  believe  it  is  in  this  view  of  it,  that 
many  ferious  minds  immediately  revolt  when  the 
dodlrine  is  mentioned.  But  let  me  inform  you.  Sir, 
that  the  univerfal  fentiment  is,  in  my  view^  above  all 
otheris  friendly  to  holinefs. 

Vol,.  I.  G  1ft, 
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ift.  It  holds  forth  the  Scripture  declaration  of  pu- 
nifhment  according  to  works,  more  clearly  than  any 
other.  The  docfti-ine  of  annihilation  gives  indifcri- 
minateand  endlefs  death  to  all  tiie  wicked — ^and  the 
doiftrine  of  endlefs  mifery  feems  to  confound  all  de- 
grees of  punifhment  in  giving  infinite  punifhment 
to  them  all.  But  limited  puniihment,  which  is  in-^ 
eluded  only  in  the  Univerfal  do6lrine,  Ihews  clearly 
how  it  may  be  morcj  or  lefs  tolerable  in  judgment  for 
o»e  finner  than  another,  and  how  one  may  have/jw 
ftripes,  and  another  m^;2y. 

2d.  It  fhews  the  great  diftincSlion  betwixt  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  without  contradicting  any 
part  of  Scripture,  or  obfcuring  any  of  the  Divine 
pcrfe(9:ions.  For  it  teaches  that  the  beHever  in 
Chrift  is  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  and  (hall  not 
come  into  condemnation. — ^That  Chrift  gives  to  fuch 
eternal  life,  and  they  fhall  i\cvtv  perl/h. — ^That  Chrift 
will  give  to  them  a  kingdom,  and  they  ftiall  be  kings 
and  priefts  to  him. — But  that  the  wicked  (hall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God — but  they  Ihall  perijh — ■. 
they  fliall  ^//V— even  th^fecond  death. — And  notwith- 
ftanding  which  there  ftiall,  in  the  times  which  God 
hath  appointed,  be  a  rejlitutmi  of  ^7/ things;  a  re- 
conciliation of  all  things  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs ; 
Death  ftiall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vi6lory ;  there  fliall 
h6no  more  death. 

3d.  It  carries  the  idea  of  the  purity  of  God  to  its 
proper  fcriptural  extent,   by  flicwing  that  fin  is  fo 

hateful 
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hateful  to  hiift,  that  he  will  utterly  deftroy  it.  For 
Chrift  was  manifefted  that  he  might  utterly  dffirQy 
the  works  of  the  devil.  And  as  all  fin  is  the  work 
of  the  devil,  fo  all  muft  be  deftroyed,  or  elfe  th^ 
works  of  the  devil  will  endlefsly  exift,  and  confe* 
quently  the  end  of  Chrill's  manifeftatioh  will  be 
fruftrated.  But  the  Univerfal  do6trine  teaches  that 
all  the  counfel  of  God  ihall  fiand,  and  that  he  wiU 
perform  all  his  pleafure. 

We  believe  that  God  will  jwirfae  iin  with  his  dif- 

pleafure  in  every  fiate  in  which  it  is  found.     That 

he  will  fearch  out  the  iniquity  of  the  wicked  till  he 

find  none.  Pf.  x.  15.     So  that  it  will  always  be  ill 

with  the  wicked  and  well  with  the  righteous,  for  -he 

will  deal  with  his  creatures  according  to  character, 

with  the  merciful  he  will  {hew  himfdf  mercifiil,  with 

the  pure  \^  will  fhew  himfelf  pure,  and  with  the 

fix)ward  b^-will  fhew  himfelf  fmward.  Pf.  xviii.,26. 

That  is,  if  his  creatures  walk  contraiy  to  him,  he  will 

walk  contrary  to  them.     And  if  they  continue  to 

wdk  contrary  to  him,  he  will  then  walk  contrary  to 

them  in  fury,  and  chaftife  them  feven  times  more 

for  their  fins,  till  he  has  finally  fubdued  them,   that 

they  may  be  reeonciled  to  ^him  by  the  blood  of  the 

crofs.    See  Lev.  chap  xxvi.  which  whole  chapter  I 

WQuld  reoommend  to  your  ferious  confideration,  as 

I  apjM*ehend  it  contains  an  epitome  of  the,  dealings 

of  God  with  all  men.   And  take  this  further  thought, 

jfeat  the  Divine  t?hara6ler  is  always  the  Cime.    What 

G3  God 
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God  is  now,  that  he  always  will  be.  A  God  that 
hateth  fin,  and  as  he  makes  ufe  of  natural  evil  or 
punifhment  to  correft  moral  evil  or  fin,  while  we  are 
on  earth,  fo  I  can  but  think  that  he  hath  the  fame 
defign  in  all  future  pUnifliment :  for  with  him  there 
is  no  variablenefs  or  fhadow  of  turning. 

Is  it  not  poflfible,  my  dear  Sir,  to  think  rightly  of 
the  God  of  love,  unlefs  we  afcribe  endlefs  wrath  to 
him  ?  Can  we  not  love,  revere,  and  imitate,  his  pu- 
rity, unlefs  we  believe  that  he  will  fufFer  fin  end- 
lefsly  to  exift,  yea  to  have  dominion  over  the  greateft 
part  of  mankind  ?  Did  he  fend  his  only  begotten 
fon  into  the  world,  full  of  grace  and  truth,  to  give 
us  this  chara3er  oi  hxm{^\(}  No,  he  hath  told  us  on 
the  contrary,  that  he  is  the  living  God,  the  Saviour 
of  all  men;  but  efpecially  of  them  who  believe. — 
1  Tim.  iv.  10. 

I  dare  appeal  to  you,  or  any  other  man,  whether 
it  can  be  any  thing  injurious  to  the  holinefs  of  God, 
Or  to  the  dignity  of  the  dodrine  of  atonement,  to 
fuppofe  that  fin,  univerfally,  in  all  its  power,  guilt, 
and  pollution,  fhall  be  deftroyed  ?  See  Dan.  ix.  24. 
Rather  does  not  the  difhonour  both  to  divine  purity, 
and  to  the  efficacy  of  atonement,  attach  itfelf  to  your 
fcheme?  feeing  you  muft  of  neceffity  admit  either 
that  God  cannot y  or  will  not,  make  an  end*  of  fin ; 
that  there  is  not  efficacy  enough  in  the  blood  of  the 
crols  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  or  elfe  that 
the  full  efficacy  of  the  atonement  is  with-hcld  by  the 
Divine  determination.  Your 
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Your  third  important  queftion  is,  Whether  my  mi- 
niftrations,  on  this  principle  (of  the  Univerfal  do6irtne) 
will  not  favour  of  Aw,  who  taught  our  firft  parents^ 
ye  (hall  not  furely  die  ?  I  anfwer,  if  I  taught  that 
there  would  not  be  any  future  punifhment,  your  in- 
finuation  would  not  be  without  reafon.  But  what 
has  been  faid,  I  think,  will  be  fufficicnt  with  moft 
men  to  clear  the  univerfal  view* from  the  obliquy  of 
your  queftion.  I  hinted  above  that  your  queftions 
were  fuch  as  betrayed  your  ignorance  of  the  fubje<5l 
which  you  have  written  againft.  You  take  things 
for  granted  which  are  not  true  :  as  for  inftance,  your 
prefcnt  queftion  is  founded  upon  the?  idea  that  my 
views  invalidate  the  thrdatenihgs  of  God  towards 
finners.  On  the  contrary.  Sir,  I  avow  to  you  and  all 
the  world,  that  there  will  come  a  time  with  finners 
when  he  that  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on  them, 
or  when  he  thatfonned  them  will  fhew  them  no  fa^ 
vour.  Ifa.  xxvii.  11.  But  I  am  alio  informed  that 
God  will  not  contend /or  ever^  neither  wilj  he  be 
always  wroth  ;  for,  faith  he,  the  fpirit  (hould  fail  be- 
fore me,  and  the  fouls  which  I  have  made.  Ifa.  Ivii. 
l6.  And  I  underftand  that  both  thefe  fcriptures  re- 
late to  the  fame  people. 

If  the  Univerfal  Doctrine  be  ever  abufed  to  the 
purpoics  of  fin,  I  can  but  think  it  muft  arife  from  ig- 
norance of  its  principal  features.  I  am  happy  in 
being  able  to  fay,  that  I  have  never  yet  been  witnefe 
to  any  praAical  ill*  effeds  that  have  followed  the 
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preaching  and  belief  of  it:  not  that  I  deny  the /^c^- 
hility  of  fu0h  efFefts,  for  it  is  a  m^xim  which  cannot 
be  difputed,  that  the  greateft  difplay  of  mercy  in  the 
d66bines  of  grsce  may  be  abufed  ;  but  you  would  not 
on  that  account  hide  the  richeft  views  of  divine  love 
which  you  are  acquainted  with,  under  pretence  of 
preventing  (in  ;  fo  neither  would  I. 

With  regard  to  my  communion  with  God,  which 
you  feem  to  think  mull  be  greatly  in]ured  by  my 
prefent  fentiments,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  comforts  of  religion  in  the  experience  of 
Chriftians  doth  not  always  keep  pace  with  the  mea- 
fure  of  truth  which  they  have  in  their  undei-ftanding; 
yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  if  divine  truth  have  its  pro- 
ffer influence  on  the  heart,  then  there  will  be  coinmu* 
nion  with  God  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  truth 
<pofl[efled  ;  and  I  fei-ioufly  aifiire  you,  my  friend,  that 
I  find  it  fo  in  my  experience:  and  though  I  can  truly 
fey  that  I  was  no  ftrai^er  to  it  before,  yet  I  have  had 
my  heart  nearer  to  God,  and  iave  poflefled  more  of 
the  temper  of  Chrift,  have  ^ad  more  faith,  mcH'e  pa- 
tience, and  more  love  both  to  God,  to  his  iaints,  and 
to  men  at  large,  lince  I  have  received  the  Univerial 
Dodbrinc,  than  I  ever  had  before  ;  md  I  am  thankful 
-that  this  experience  is  yet  increafing.  Whenever 
this  glcnious  and  full  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God  (ha|l 
come  to  be  univerfally  received  by  good  men  of  every 
denomination  (which  I  am  perfuaded  will  be  the  cafe), 
it  will  efFedtually  deftroy  that  little  narrow  Ipirit  of 

party. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  UNIVERSALIST  S  MISCELLANY.  47 

|)arty,  the  prevalence  of  which  has  done  fuch  incre- 
dible mifchief  to  the  caufe  of  Chrill  upon  earth. 

With  fincere  refpe<ft  both  for  your  pcrfbn  and  abi^ 
lities,  I  remain,  with  great  Cordiahty,  yours,  in  our 
common  Lord. 

W.  ViDLKR. 


Letter  to  a  Mmifier  on  the  Death  of  his  eldeji  Son. 

DEAR  BROTHER, 

IT  was  not  till  yefterday  evening  that  I  knew  <rf 
the  dfemife  of  your  fon,  or  fliould  have  written 
fooner,  a:s  I  conceive  myfelf  b6und  in  a  particular 
manner  to  adminifter  to  tha:(  wound  wb^-eof  I  was 
the  harbinger  *.  Xittle  did  I  think  that  the  firft  time 
I  fpake  to  you  it  Ihould  turn  out  (in  Providence)  to 
be  a  warning  of  that  affii<Slion  which  was  fo  foon  to 
overtake  you.  This,  with  many  Other  circumftances, 
ferves  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion,  that  we  all  have 
a  talk  to  perform  in  the  prelent  ftate  of  things  (whe- 
ther profeflbr  or  profane),  which  we  have  neither 
power  or  will  to  aflerit  to,  or  diflent  from-f*,  but  arc 
compelled  to  a6l  in  that  fphere  whereby  we  bcft  aja- 
fwer  the  defign  of  Providence. 

♦  Tlie  writer,  not  many  days  before  the  death  of  the  yoiith  al- 
luded to,  in  converfation  with  his  father,  faiid,  My  friend,  you  have 
one  difficult  part  of  a  father's  charafter  to  fuftain ;  you  have  not 
yet  loft  a  child,  you  muft  exped  fome  of  them  to  die. 

f  This  is  not  the  fentimcnt  of  the  Editor. 

.     I  doubt 


1 
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I  doubt  not  but  the  event  which  is  the  occafion  of 
this  letter,  has  put  you  mfull  pofleffion  of  the  feelings 
of  a  father ;  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  you  have  that  de- 
gree of  fenfibility  which  muft  inevitably  make  your 
grief  the  more  poignant,  efpecially  fo,  when  you  re- 
flect: on  the  age  of  the  plant  which  you  had  nurtured 
with  fo  much  care  and  anxiety  to  the  verge  of  matu- 
rity, and  then  to  he  removed — Oh  !  it  muft  be  more 
than  man  that  can  fay  to  the  heaving  throbbing  heart 
be  ftill,  or  to  the  flowing  tear  go  back.  Here  the 
Chriflian  fteps  in,  faying,  if  the  Lord  come  down 
into  his  garden,  fhall  he  not  pluck  a  rofe  here,  and  a 
lily  there  ?  Is  he  not  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  that 
he  may  plant  here,  and  cut  down  there  ? — ^Yea,  he  is 
Lord  of  all,  and  cannot  do  wrong.  I  truft  that  your 
fpirit  can  bear  teftimony  to  fuch  language  on  this  me- 
lancholy occafion ;  if  fo,  it  is  a  privilege :  but  it  is  a 
higher  privilege  ftill,  if  in  every  calamity  and  diftrefs 
we  are  fo  fupported  by  grace  as  to  live  this  truth.  If 
men  would  talk  of  dealing  love,  it  is  here ;  not  to 
the  rejection  of  them  who  are  not  (at  prefent)  the 
happy  recipients  of  this  grace,  but  living  as  a  kind  of 
firft-fruits  for  them,  through  the  acceptance  of  which 
the  whole  harveft  becomes  accepted. 

But  you  have  a  p^ng  yet  to  feel — ^that  is,  in  leaving 
the  remains  behind  you.  May  the  Lord  of  all  grace 
and  confolation  fupport  you  at  the  gaping  grave. 
Here  I  can  anticipate  your  feelings,  and  drop  a  tear 
of  fy mpathy  ;  but  in  the  next  ftage  I  muft  leave  you 

to 
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to  God  and  yourfelf.  When  you  ftarid  before  ybuB 
auditory  to  improve  this  folenm  circumftance,  may 
you  be  enabled  on  that  trying  occafion  to  fhew  to  all 
around  that  the  cardinal  virtues  live,  in  all  their 
energy,  in.the  mind  of  the  Chriftian ;  and  while  you 
Ipeak,  may  many  be  bl^fled  around  by  the  fpirit  ot 
our  God,  and  may  the  fpeaker  himfelf  receive  his  por- 
tion. I  add  no  more,  ^but  that  I  am  your  brother  in 
Chrift.  '  A.  G. 

LlmJon,  Jan.  30,  17  gy  I 


NATURAL,  HISTORY. 

(Continuj^dfrof^  page  ^6iJ  ,,    1         ;     ; 
A  View  of  the  Earthy  from  the  Light  of  Aflrofiomjixand 
Qeography,  >      '    ::  ^    f 

WE  have  briefly:  confidcred  the  magnaficent 
grandeur  and  beautiful  order  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  :  we  now  turn  our  eyes  to^  the  Earth,  heriewe 
ihall  fee  that  as  the  heavens  made  known  the  glory 
of  God,  fo  the  earth  ia  full  of  his  bounty. 

In  our  furvey  of  this  we  fhall  find  fome  things  that 
will  appear  as  defeats  :  inftead  of  attempting  to  rea- 
fon  ourfelves  intQ«  an  opinion  that  ^  they' are  regular, 
and  beautiful,  andrpeceflary,  perhaps  we  fholild  do 
better  to  remember  .thaf  o^r  globe  does  not  exhibit  to 
us  its  original  appeaiiance;  Revelatioii  yiforms  us  that 
it  has  been  pverifJow.U'  by  the  waters  of  a  flood  :  and 
mt  only  do^s  the  furface  of  the  earth,  by  it6  unequal 
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and  dcfoiteed  look,  confinh  the  tbiec  of  Revdati^n, 
but  its  cavchw  and  dccpefl  recefles,  fo  far  ats  man  kui 
penetrated  into  them,  exhibit  tinequiv6cal'proo6  of  a. 
imiverfal  deluge.  We  have  to  confider  our  habita-r 
lion,  therefore,  in  a  fiate  of  comparative  ruin ;  in  its 
|iref<ait  conditioh  it  ftands  as  a  monument  of  divine 
poiprer,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs: — ^What  was  it  then 
before  human  tranfgreffion  thiB  defpoifed  it  ?  And 
what  <eill  it  be  when  he  that  (itteth  on  the  tbrone 
fhall  have  new-made  it  fit  for  the  habitation  of  r%h- 
teoufnefs  ? 

The  fituation  and  form  of  the  earth  firft  claim  our 
attention.  We  have  befbrfc  obfervcd  that  it  is  one  of 
thofe  bodies  which  circulate  in  our  folar  fyftem  :  it 
occupies  the  third  place  from  the  fun ;  Mercury  and 
Venus  being  within  its  orbit.  Mars,  Jupiter,  Saturn, 
Imd  the  Georgiufn  Sidus  without  it.  On  this  ac- 
count fome  authors  have  celebrated  the  happiricfs  of 
its  fituation,  as  being  fuperior  to  that  of  the  other 
planets ;  but  perhaps  in  this  they  have  only  flattered 
the  little  felfifti  vanity  of  human  nature,  which  has  a 
very  ftrong  defire  to  monopolize  the  favour  of  the 
Deity, 

Befides  that  motion  which  the  earth  has  round  the 
lun,  the  circuit  of  which  is  performed  in  a  year,  it  has 
another  upon  its  own  axle,  which  it  perforttts  in 
twenty-four  hours:  thus  like  a, chariot  wheel  it  has 
a  compound  motion,  for  while  it  goes  forward  on  its 
journey,  it  is  all  the  while  turning  upon  itfelf.    Fnatti 
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the  Btik  of  theic  twoariie  the  grateful  viciflitude  of 
the  ieafi>ns ;  from  tiie  iecond  that  of  day  and  night. 
-  it  may  realbnably  be  thought  that  a  body  t^us 
'wheeling  in  omJeswill  itfelfbe  |i  iph^re  :  the  earthy 
beyond  a  doubt,  is  found  fo  to  be ;  whenever  its  fha^ 
<low  happens  to  fall  upcm  the  moon  in  an  eclip(e>  it 
a^^ears  to  be  always  circular^  in  whatever  position  it 
^s  proje6led ;  and  it  is  eaiy  to  prove,  that  a  body  which 
in  every  pofition  makes  a  circular  fhadow  muft  itfelf 
be  round. 

The  rotundity  of  the  earth  may  alfo  be  proved  from 
the  meeting  of  two  fhips  at  fea ;  the  tc^  of  each  are  the 
firft  parts  that  are  discovered  by  both,  the  under  parts 
being  hidden  by  the  convexity  of  the  globe  which 
arifes  between  them.  The  fhips  in  this  inftance  may 
he  refembled  to  two  men  who  approach  each  other 
■on  the  oppofite glides  of  a  hill ;  their  heads  will  firft 
be  feen,  as  they  gradually  come  nearer  they  will 
-come  entirely  into  view.  Notwithftanding  which, 
when  we  fay  that  the  earth  is  round,  we  only  mean 
that  it  is  nearly  fo :  it  has  been  found  by  adlual  mea- 
(urement  tobe  rather  flatted  at  the  poles,  fothit  its 
form  is  fomewhat  like  that  of  an  orange.  The  caufe 
X)f  this  is  afcribed  to  the  greater  rapidity  of  the  motion 
with  which  the  parts  of  the  eiirth  are  carried  round 
at  the  equator,  which  confequently  is  raifed  in  pro- 
portion as  the  poles  are  deprefled. 

As  the  earth  receives  light  from  the  fun,  fo  it  like- 
.wife  derives  much  of  its  warmth  and  power  ofvege- 
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tation  from  the  fame  fource:  but  the  different  parts 
of  it  participate  of  thofe.  advantages  in  very  different 
degrees,  and  accordingly  put  on  very  different  ap- 
pearances :  a  polar  profpeft  and  a  laiidfcape  at  the 
equator  are  as  oppofite  in  their  appearances  as  in  their 
fituation.  The  polar  regions  receive  the  folar  beams 
in  a  very  oblique  diredion,  and  continue  for  one  half 
of  the  year  in  night.  They  pofiefs  but  few  of  the  ge- 
nial comforts  that  other  parts  of  the  world  enjoy,  at 
leafl  in  our  apprehenfion ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
dreary  countries  find  charms  enough  to  attach  them 
to  the  fpot,  and  even  to  prefer  it  to  any  other  part  of 
the  earth.  A  ftriking  inftance  this  of  the  goodnefs 
of  Providence,  which  enables  human  nature  to  ac- 
commodate itfelf  to  its  fituation.  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Nothing  can  be  more  dreadful  and  hideous 
than  the  pidlure  which  travellers  prefent  of  thofe 
wretched  regions.  The  ground,  which  is  rocky  and 
barren,  rears  itfelf  in  every  place  into  lofly  mountains 
and  inaccefllble  cliffs,  and  meets  the  mariner's  eye 
even  at  forty  leagues  diftance  from  the  fhoi-e.  Thefe 
precipices,  frightful  in  themfelves,  receive  an  addir 
tional  horror  by  being  always  covered  with  ice  and 
fnow,  which  daily  feem  to  accumulate  and  fill  all  the 
vallies  with  increafing  defolation.  The  few  rocks 
and  cliffs  that  are  bare  of  fnow  look  at  a  diflance  of  a 
dark  brown  colour,  and  quite  naked.  Upon  a  nearer 
approach  they  are  found  replete  with  many  veins  of 
different  coloured  flone,  and  herc  and  there  fpread 
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over:;«^ith  a  little  earth  and  a  fcanty  portion  of  graft 
and  heath ;  the  internal  'parts  of  the  country  are  ffifl 
more  defolate.  Ih  wandering  thefe  folitudes  foaic 
plains  appear  covered  with  ice,  which  at  ficft  gfccncc 
feems  to  promife  the  traveller  an  eafy  journey  ;  '  hvt 
thefe  are  even  more  formidable  and  more  tinpafliblc 
than  the  mountains  themfelves,  being  cleft  with 
dreadfiil  chafms,  and  every  where  abounding  with 
pits  that  threaten  certain  deftrudion.  The  feas  that 
furround  thefe  inhofpitable  coafts  are  ftill  more  afto- 
nifhing,  being  covered  with  flakes  of  floating  ice 
that  fpread  like  extenfive  fields,  or  that  rife  out  of 
the  water  like  enormous  mountains.  Thefe,  which 
arccompofed  of  materials  as  clear  and  tranfparcnt  as 
glafe,  afliume  many  fl:range  and  fantaftic  appearances. 
Some  of  them  look  like  churches  or  cafl:les,  with 
pointed  turrets ;  fome  like  (hips  in  full  fail ;  and 
people  have  often  given  themfelves  the  fruitlcfs  toil 
to  fet  out  in  order  to  pilot  the  imaginary  veflxils  into 
h^bour.  There  are  flill  others  that  appear  like  large 
iflands,  with  plains,  and  vallie^,  and  hills,  which  often 
rear  their  heads  two  hundred  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  fea ;  and  although  the  height  of  thefe  be  amaz- 
ing, yet  their  depth  beneath  is  ftill  more  {oy  fome  of 
them  being  found  to  fink  three  -hundred  fathom  un- 
der  water.  To  add  fl:ill  further  to  the  horrors  of  the 
polar  regions,  there  is  often  fo  thick  a  fog  for  days 
together,  that  the  inhabitajits  are  enveloped  in  almoft 
total  darknef*^,  which  expofes  the  mariner  tQ  the 
greateft  perils.  The 
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The  above  account  is  chiefly  taken  from  Omntz^s 
HiilMy  of  Greenland,  which,  as  it  is  conne<fted  with 
the  miffion  of  the  Mormvian  Brethren  to  that  inho£- 
pttMe  country,  is  a  mpft  ufeful,  pkms,  and  enter* 
taining  work. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  that  ^le  t&md 
£one  was  not  habitable  :  they  had  not  indeed  pene- 
trated to  that  region  ;  but  as  fer  as  they  had  pene- 
trated towards  the  Hnc,  they  obferved  an  increafe  o£ 
heat :  from  hence  they  concluded  that  at  the  equates 
the  earth  muft  be  incapable  of  vegetation.  It  is  true 
that  the  landfcape  betwixt  the  tropics  is  in  perfe6l 
contrail  with  that  which  is  mentioned  above  ;  but  no 
part  of  the  earth  teems  more  with  life  than  fome  parts 
of  the  torrid  zone.  In  tbofe  countries  the  fun-beams 
darting  diredlly  downwards,  bum  up  the  lighter  ibils 
into  extenfive  fandy  deferts,  or  quicken  all  the  moif- 
ture  with  incredible  Vegetation.  In  thofe  regions 
almoft  all  the  feme  inconveniencies  are  felt  from  the 
proximity  of  the  fun,  that  in  the  former  were  endiu'ed 
from  its  abfence.  The  deferts  are  entirely  barren, 
except  where  they  are  found  to  produce  ferpents,  and 
that  in  fuch  quantities,  that  fome  extenfive  plains 
feem  almoft  entirely  covered  with  them  *. 

It  often  haf^ns  alfo  that  this  dry  foil,  which  is  fo 
parched  and  comminuted  by  the  force  of  the  fun, 
rifes  with  the  finalleft  breeze  of  wind;  and  the  fands  ^ 

*  See  Adamfon's  Defcriptiop  of  Senegal. 
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being  iioriipofed  of  parts  almoft  as  frtiall  as  thofe  of 
water,  th^  afllime  a  fimikr  appearance,  rolling  oh- 
ward  in  waves  like  thofe  of  a  trbublecl  fea,  and  over- 
whelming all  they  meet  wth  inevitable  deftrudlion. 
On  the  other  hand,  thofe  trads  which  are  fertile 
teem  with  v€g^tetk>il  eveft  to  a  noxious  degree.  The 
grafs  rifcfr.to  fuch  a  height  as  often  to  reqdire  burn- 
ing:  the  forefts  are  impaflable  from  underwoods,  and 
fo  matted  above,  that  even  the  fun,  fierce  as  it  is,  caa 
feldom  penetrate  :  thefe  are  fo  thick  as-  fearce  to  b^ 
e^Ltii^ted  ;  for  the  tops  being  fo  bdund  together  by 
the  climbing  jrfants  that  grow  round  them,  that  tho? 
an  hundred  ihould  be  cut  at  the  bottom,  yet  not  one 
would  fall,  as  they  mutually  fuppert  each  other.  In 
thefe  dark  and  tangled  forefts  beafts  of  various  kinds^ 
infedts  in  aftonifliing  abundance,  andferpents  of  ffcor- 
prifing  paagnitudc,  find  a  quiet  retreat  from  man, 
and  are  feldenr  drfturbcd  except  by  each  other. 

In  thfs  manner  the  extremes  of  our  globe  feem 
equally  unfitted  for  the  comforts  and  conveniiencies 
of  life;  and  although  the  imagination  may  find  an 
awfal  pleafure  in  contemplating  the  frightful  precir 
pices  of  Greenland,  or  the  luxurious  verdure  of  Africa, 
yet  true  happineis  can  only  be  found  in  the  more 
moderate  climates,  where  the  gifts  of  natiu-e  hiky  be 
enjoyed  withcxit  incurring  danger  in  obtaining  th^m. 

It  is  in  the  temperate  zone,  therefore,  that  all  the  arta 
of  improving  nature  and  refining  upon  happitiefe  have 
been  invented;  and  this  part  of  the  earth  is,  more 
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pit^erly  fpeaking,  the  theatre  of  natural  hiftor}'. 
Although  there  be  many  animals  and  vegetables  in 
the  unexplored  forefts  under  the  line,  yet  moft  of 
thefe  may  remain,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  for 
ever  unknown,  as  curiolity  is  there  reprefled  by  fur- 
rounding  danger ;  but  it  is  otherwife  in  thefe  mild 
regions  which  we  inhabit,  and  where  this  art  had  its 
beginning.  Among  us  there  is  fcarcely  a  fhrub,  a 
flower,  or  an  infe<ft,  without  its  particular  hiftory  ; 
fcarcely  a  plant  that  could  be  ufeful  which  has  not 
l^en  propagated,  nor  a  weed  that  could  be  noxious 
Wfiich  has  not  been  pointed  out  *. — [To  he  contitmed.^ 


THE  APOSTLES'  CREED, 

As  puhlipted,  m  1151,  hy  Order  of  King  Henry  the 
,        Secondy  to  he  Juhfcrihed  hy  the  Irtfli. 

IBELEEVE  in  God  Fadir  Almichty,  Fppiper  of 
Heeven  and  Earth,  and  in  Jhefus  Chrift  his 
oneleihi  fon  ure  Lorverd,  that  is  ivange  Thurch  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  bore  of  Mary  Maiden,  tholede  pine  un*- 
der  Ponce-Pilat,  picht  on  rode  tree,  dead  and  is  bu- 
ned,  licht  into  hell,  the  tridde  day  from  death  arofe, 
Iteich  into  Heeven,  fit  on  his  Fadir  richt  honde  God 
Almichty,  then  is  commande  to  deme  the  quickke 
and  the  dede.  I  beleeve  in  the  Holy  Ghbft,  all  holy 
chirche,  mone  of  all  hallwen,  forgiyenis  of  fine,  fleif^ 
uprifing,  lifF  with  aaten  end.     Amen. 

*  See  Goldfmith'8  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 
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THE  PIOUS  PRINCE. 

ENRY,  Prince  of  W^les,  fon  of  King  James 
the  Firft,  being  at  a  hunting-match,  the  flag, 
almoft  fpent,  crofled  a  road  where  a  butcher  was  paf- 
fmg  with*  his  dog :  the  ftag  was  inftantly  killed  by 
the  dog^  at  which  the  huntfnicn  were  greatly  offend- 
ed, and  endeavoilred  to  irritate  the  Prince  againft  the 
butcher;  but  his  Highnefs  anfwered  coolly,  '^Whiat 
"  if  the  butcher's  dog  killed  the  flag,  could  the 
"  butcher  help  it  ?"— They  replied,  "  That  if  his 
"  father  had  been  fo  ferved,  he  would  have  fworn  fb 
"  no  one  could  have  endured  it." — ^^  Away  ! "  cried 
the  Prince,  ^'  all  the  pleafure  in  the  world  is  not 
"  worth  an  oath.'*  It  is  alfo  faid  of  this  Prince,  that 
when  at  play,  being  alked  why  he  did  not  fwear  as 
others  did,  he  anfwered,  ^^  He  knew  no  game  worthy 
of  an  oath." 


The  Account  of  Jonah  and  the  Whale y  confidered. 

THE  Hebrew  having  long  been  a  dead  language, 
it  is  oply  by  comparing  of  words,  ana  feeing 
the  various  agreements  of  them  in  the  feveral  places 
in  which  they  occur,  that  their  precife  idea  can  pof- 
libly  be  known.  Inftead  therefore  of  condenlning 
former  tranflators  of  the  Bible  for  any  errors  they 
may  have  made,  much  praife  is  due  unto  them.  If 
inodems  with  their  advantages  laboured  equally  with 
them,  foon  would  a  flood  of  truth  be  poured  forth. 
Vol.  I.  I  whofe 
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whofe  brilliancy  would  captivate  and  aflonifti  man* 
kind.     To  attain  this,   Chriftians  ftould  not  be  of- 
fended at  a  difference  of  fentiment,  nay  even  ihould 
fome  of  thofe  paflages  which  they  have  long  looked 
upon  as  a  principal  bulwark  of  divhie  truth  be  over- 
turned :  they  ought  not  indifcriminately  to  condemn 
but  examine,  ftudying  rightly  to  underftand  divine 
truth.     The  paflage  which   i  have  undertaken  to 
comment  upon  is  of  that  nature.     Some  may  think 
I  would  wifh   to   deftroy   the  miracle    of  Jonah's 
falvation,    and    by  it  to  add  one  more  argument 
in  favour  of  infidelity  ;   but  kt  fuch  confida-,  that 
the  facred  writings  refer  every,  yea  even  the  moft 
trifling  occurrence  of  life,  to  an  all-dire6ling  Provi- 
dence; and  that  the    principal   diflference  betwixt 
fcriptural  and  niodem  believers  is  the  fame  as  that 
which  is  betwixt  fcriptural  and  modem  hiflory :  the 
one  acknowledges  the  hand  of  God  in  every  thing, 
the  other  only  in  remarkable  occurrences  :  the  one 
could  fee  him  in  the  houfe,  the  flore,  the  field,  or  the 
camp,  but  th6  other  only  in  fupernatural  events.  But 
let  the  Chriflian  confider  Jehovah  ruleth  over  all 
things,  and  that  the  miracle  is  equally  a  miracle, 
whether  he  preferveth  his  fervant  in  the  belly  of  a 
fifti,  or  in  the  heart  of  a  rock  :  each  or  either  would 
be  a  miracle,  that  is,  an  interpofition  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, only  that  the  one  is  a(fting  as  he  generally 
does,  by  caufes  adapted  naturally  to  the  event ;  but 
in  the  other^  by  laws  contrary  to  thofe  which  he  ha% 
himfelf  appointed  to  govern  nature. 
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3.  And  Jehovah  appointed  a  great  Dag  to  fwallow 
Jonah  ;  and  Jonah  was  in  the  infide  of  the  Dag 
three  days  and  three  nights  ;  and  Jonah  prayed 
to  Jehovah  his  God  from  the  infide  of  the  Dag^ 
and  faid, 

^.  In  my  diftrefs  I  called  to  Jehovah !  he  anfwered  me ! 

3.  From  the  infide  of  Shaul,  I  cried  !  thou  heardeft 

my  voice  ! 

4.  For  thou  caufedfl:  me  to  be  thrown  into  the  heart 

of  the  overwhelming  waters. 

5.  For  the  ftream  encompafled  me  ;  all  thy  breakers 

and  removings  pafled  over  me. 

6.  And  I  faid,  I  am  banifhed  from  the  prefence  of 

thine  eyes, 

7.  Yet  I  will  look  repeatedly  to  the  temple  of  thine 

holinels. 
9.  The  waters  raged  beyond  my  body,  the  deep  tum- 
'ed  around  me, 

9.  The  weeds  girded  my  head,   to  the  ends  of  the 

mountains  I  defcended ! 
The  earth  with  her  bars  was  behind  me  for  a  time. 

10.  But  my  life,  thou  raifedft  it  up  from  corruption, 

Jehovah,  my  God  ! 

11.  When  thou  caufedft  my  body  to  be  hid,  I  re- 

membered thep,  Jehovah ; 
1*1.  And  my  prayer  came  unto  thee,  to  the  temple  of 

"thy  holinefs. 
iSfTlie  keepers  of  &he  reftraints  forfake  abounding 
goodnefs ; 

la  14.  But 
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14.  But  with  the  voice  of  confeffion  I  facrifice  to  thee. 

15.  What  I  have  vowed  I  will  complete ;  upon  Je- 

hovah is  falvation. 

16.  And  Jehovah  commanded  the  Dag,  and  it  Ihot 

forth  Jonah  to  the  dry  land. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  The  Hebrew  language  has  all  its  words  de- 
rived from  a  primary  idea,  which  is  the  root  from 
whence  other  words  arc  derived,  branching  forth 
thus,  from  ^^prefs"  is  derived  "wine,"  i.e.  liquor 
prefled  out ;  "  mud,"  i.  e.  earth  drained  off;  "  the 
dove,"  or  the  opprefled  bird,  and  fo  on  to  oppreflion, 
depreffion,  afflidlion.  A  language  thus  formed,  and 
whofe  parts  of  fpeech  are  various,  only  by  the  addition 
of  fome  one  or  more  of  eleven  of  the  letters  of  tffe  al- 
phabet, intermixed  in  different  parts  of  the  three  letr 
ters  which  always  form  the  root  of  the  future  words, 
is  eafily  learnt,  and  certain  in  its  application,  excepting 
in  the  names  of  things,  or  where  the  derivation  of  the 
root  is  loft.  It  is  this  that  appears  to  me  to  have  oc- 
cafioned  an  error  in  the  tranflation  of  this  paflage. 

1.  "  A  great  Dag."— The  Philiftines  had  an  idol 
called  Dagon,  which  they  worfhipped  ;  the  upper 
part  of  it  was  like  a  man,  the  lower  like  a  fifh  :  his 
name  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  this  word  Dag, 
which  fignifies  to  increafe  or  multiply,  and  from  it 
Dagon,  the  multiplier,  or  the  god  who  increafetf 
things.     From  this  word  likewife  fifti  and  com  in 

general 
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general  took  their  name,  from  their  natural  fecun- 
dity; and  from  thence,  by  the  infertion  of  one  letter, 
which  makes  the  noun  to  become  a  participle,-*^  fifh- 
ing.'*  This  word  cannot  poffibly  mean  a  whale,  be- 
caufe  the  word  ufed  for  thatfpccies  of  fifh,  1.  Grcn. 
xxi.  4.  Lam.  iii.  is  Tene ;  neither  would  it  mean  a 
large  fi(h^  becaufe,  as  they  feldom  have  above  a  few 
young  at  a  time,  they  -cannot  agreeable  to  the  idiom 
of  the  Hebrew,  be  named  from  a  word  which  lignifies 
to  increafe. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  our  Lord  draws  the  comparifon 
between  Jonah's  fituation  in  the  whale's  belly,  and 
his  own  in  the  fepulchre:  but  it  rnufl:  be  obferved 
that  the  Greek,  as  well  as  the  Hebrew,  is  a  dead  lan- 
guage, and  that  the  words  ufed  for  *^  whale's  belly," 
are  of  the  fame  general  lignification  as  they  are  in  the 
Hebrew. 

2.  The  coaft  of  Paleftine  is  remarkably  rocky,  and 
modern  travellers  confirm  the  Scripture  allufions 
when  fpeaking  of  it,  of  *^  holes  in  the  rocks,"  and 
**  clefts  in  the  craggy  rocks,"  and  that  filhermen  re- 
tired to  them  for  Ihelter  and  to  dry  their  nets.  The 
word  Jonah  makes  ufe  of,  that  is  tranflated  "  belly," 
iignifies  "  the  inner  parts,"  from  the  lopfenefs  of  their 
texture,  and  is  made  ufe  of  by  David  to  denote  "  the 
mind,"  or  motion  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  and 
by  Ifaiah  xlviii.  IQ.  for  the  "  gravel :"  its  primary  idea 
is  loft,  but  fuppofed  to  be  "  loofeneis,  divilion,  fepa- 
fatiop."    Jonah  ^lakes  ufe  of  a  different  word  in  the 

fecond 
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fecond  verfe,  ^^  the  belly  of  hell,"  which  1.  K.  vii-  20. 
is  ufed  for  the  central  or  hollow  part  of  a  pillar,  and 
by  Job  and  Solomon  frequently,  for  the  mind  or 
thoughts.  I  cannot  therefore  but  think  that  the 
words  fignify  ^^  the  internal  parts  of  a  rock,  or  fi/hing^ 
flacey''  confident  that  none  but  a  moft  fanciful  imagi- 
nation can  adapt  one  of  Jonah's  allufions  in  his  Pfalra 
pf  praifeto  any  thing  but  a  cavern,  with  the  fca  rol- 
ling round  it,  while  the  tempeft  awfully  beat  againft  itv 

3.  ^^  Shaul." — ^This  word  is  made  ufe  of  by  David, 
when  fpeaking  prophetically  of  Chrift :  he  faid,  "  thou 
wilt  not  leave  my  nepes,**  "  my  body  in  Shaul."  The 
WCH'd  means  a  hiding-place,  where  any  thing  is  piit 
out  of  fight.  Now  if  Jonah  was  in  the  cavern  of  a 
tock>  out  of  fight  of  man,  he  was  typical  of  Chriil, 
who  was  buried  in  a  new  tomb  dug  out  of  a  rock. 

4.  Had  Jonah  been  in  the  belly  of  a  live  fi(h,  carried 
iabout  from  place  to  place,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
type  of  our  Lord,  excepting  with  regard  to  the  time 
of  his  confinement.  But  fuppofing  him  to  have  been 
in  the  cavern  of  a  rock,  there  would  be  a  ftriking 
fimilarity  in  every  circumftance :  both  put  in  the 
Tock,  not  by  themfelves,  but  others  ^the  one  willingly 
devoting  himfelf  for  the  lives  of  his  mefs-mates,  the 
other  for  the  falvation  of  his  brethren  after  the  flefh  \ 
the  bodies  of  both  quiefcent  being  confined  to  one 
fpot :  both  were  preferved  from  deftru6tion — Chrift 
from  putrcfadlion,  and  Jonah  from  the  furrounding 
elements  ;  and  both  were  fent  forth  from  the  places 
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of  their  oonccalment  to  teftify  unto  mankind  of  the 
abounding  mercies  of  Jehov'ah,  teaching  Gentile  na^ 
tkms  to  confcfs  his  goodnefs  to  the  fons  of  men. 

3.  Jonah  fays,  "  the  ftreams  encompafled  me.^ 
Had  Jonah  been  in  the  belly  of  a  whale,  could  this 
have  been  poffible  ?  but  in  a  rock  off  the  (hore  there 
would  have  been  a  continual  rippling  tide  around, 
and  during  a  rolling  fea  ^^  the  breakers  or  waves'* 
would  undoubtedly  have  paffcd  over  him,  dafhing 
in  and  rolling  out  of  the  cavern. 

6-  In  this  awful  fituation  he  confidered  himfelf  as, 
banifhed  from  the  prefence  of  God  ;  but,  like  a  true 
teliever,  determines  to  die  looking  towards  the  tempfe 
at  Jerufalcm,  it  being  the  cuftom  of  the  IlGraelites 
always  to  pray  with  their  faces  towards  the  temple. 

7.  He  again  returns  to  the  horrors  of  his  fituation, 
-and  fays,  fo  high  was  the  tempeft  that  "  the  waves 
raged  beyond  my  body  :"  they  not  only  rolled  around 
his  feet,  but  beat  over  him ;  and  by  them  the  fea- 
weed  was  eaft  tipon  hih  head — Could  this  be  in  the 
belly  of  a  fifli  ?  We  at  prefent  know  of  none  that 
feed  upon  flefh.as  well  as  grafs  :  they  appear  to  be 
confined  either  to  flefii  or  to  vegetables;  if  fo,  how 
came  the  weeds  around  Jonah's  head  ?  Is  not  this 
rather  a  ftriking  defcription  of  a  tempeft,  tearing  up 
the  plants  from  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  dafhing 
them  upon,  in,  and  over  the  rock,  and  fhaking 
with  dread  Jonah's  whole  frame  :  he  thought  every 
moment  would  be   his   laft,  expcdling  that  every 
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rifing  furge  would  hurry  him  from  his  Iheltcr  to 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  that  his  difembodied 
ipirit  would  be  fhut  up  in  that  abyfs,  from  whofe 
concave  vault  arife  the  bafis  of  the  mountains.  In 
his  imagination  the  bars  of  earth's  dark  prifon  were 
fixed  upon  him  for  a  time,  even  until  the  goodnels 
of  Jehovah  raifed  him  up  fi-om  that  impending  death 
and  confequeht  corruption  that  hung  over  him. 

8.  He  confefles  that  in  a  flate  of  fufFering  he  re- 
membered Jehovah,  and  owns,  with  grateful  recol- 
Ie6lion,  Jehovah  heard  his  prayers. 

9.  He  declares  his  folly  in  permitting  the  fear  of 
IDan,  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  a  duty,  or  any  other 
reftraint,  to  prevent  him  from  obeying  the  commands 
of  Jehovah  ;  acknowledging  that  by  going  out  of  the 
path  of  duty  he  had  forfaken  abounding  goodnefs, 
and  from  permitting  himfelf  to  be  opprefled  by  falfe 
reftraints,  he  had  given  up  the  greateft  bleffings. 

'  10.  Having  acknowledged  his  folly,  he  fays,  that 
with  the  confeffion  of  it  he  would  fecrifice  his  feara, 
and  perform  the  vows  of  obedience  he  had  promifed, 
acknowledging  that  falvation  belongeth  folely  to 
Jehovah. 

1 1 .  With  this  declaration  a  wave,  by  the  com- 
mand of  Jehovah,  appears  to  have  rufhed  into  the 
cavern  with  fuch  violence  as  to  remove  him  from  his 
fituation,  and  in  its  returning  to  have  rolled  him 
upon  the  dry  land.  A. 
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To  th$  Editor  of  the  Umverfaliffs  Mifcelhny. 

SIR, 

If  you  think  the  following  Anecdote  is  worthy  of  a 
place  in  your  Publication,  it  is  at  your  Service. 

ON  Sunday,  April  6,  1794,  being  at  the  New 
Chapel  City  Road,  I  heard  Mr.  R preach 

from  thefe  words,  ^'  Verily  verily-  T  fay  unto  you, 
whatfoever  you  afk  the  Father  in  my  name,  it  fhall 
be  given  you."  In  the  coiirfe  of  his  fermon,  he  ob- 
ierved,  that  we  might  reft  on  thefe  words,  in  alking 
for  compleat  deliverance  from  fin.  That  we  might 
afk  this  for  ourfelves,  our  acquaintance,  and  for  all 
mankind.  I  afterwards  alked  him,  "  Sir,  if  J  pray  for 
the  falvation  of  all  mankind,  fhall  I  receive  an  anfwer 
to  my  prayer."  He  replied,  '^  Yes,  you  know  the 
Apoftle  exhorts  that  fupplications,  prayers,  intercef- 
fions,  and  giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men.'' 
True  faid  I ;  but  will  not  the  do6lrine  of  the  Reftora- 
tAon  fqllow.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  he  faid,  "  No,  what 
I  mean  by  all  men  is,  all  men  that  are  now  alive  on 
earth."  I  afked  further,  ^'  if  I  pray  for  the  falvation  of 
all  men  that  are  now  alive,  will  my  prayer  be  heard  ?'• 
'^  He  faid,  I  cannot  tell ;  only  God  commands  us  to 
pray  for  all  men." 

A  FRAGMENT. 

"  WHY  fhould  I  not  efteem  a  Catholic  or 

a    Quaker?"    faid  Candidus,  ^Hhere  certainly    are 

good  men  of  all  parties."     Diotrephes  put  on  a  look 
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importance,  arid  aflerted  that  there  <x)uld  he  n6 
real  goodnefs  in  a  man,  whofe  faith  was  erroneous* 
Candidas  fmiled.  Diotrephes  frowned,  Chriftophi- 
los  began  a  tale.  '^  My  neighbour  Petilian,  who  is 
a  Catholic,"  faid  he,  ^^had  an  only  fon,  who  dilgraced 
his  family,  wafted  his  property,  half  broke  his  father's 
heart,  and  fled,  all  profligacy  and  difeafes  as  he  was, 
abroad;"  Petilian  never  forgot  he  had  a  fon,  ofl:en 
wept  at  recolledling  it,  and  grew  gray  with  hoping 
againft  hope,  that  he  fliould  live  to  clafp  his  penitent 
fon  in  his  arms.  After  twenty  five  years,  in  which 
he  had  often  been  informed  that  his  fon  was  alive, 
but  became  worfe  and  worfe ;  Rufus,  a  rough  but 
boneft  and  benevolent  captain  of  a  fliip,  came  to  pay 
Petilian  a  vifit ;  ^^  Pardon  me,  Petilian,  if  I  aflc  when, 
your  heard  of  your  fon."  The  old  gentleman  took 
out  his  handkerchief  and  wiped  his  eyes.  '^  I  can 
give  you  fome  intelligence  of  him,  added  Rufus,  and 
on  the  whole  not  unpleafant."  Petilian  looked  hard 
at  him,  his  jaw  quivered,  he  drew  himfelf  forwar^^ 
fat  on  the  edge  of  the  front  of  his  chair.  ^^  Rufus; 
added,  he  is  become  a  quaker*" — Petilian  lifted  up, 
one  hand,  the  tears  ran  down  from  both  his  eyes,  and 
exclaimed,  "  is  he  alive!"  "He  is  alive  and  well."* 
"  My  fon  !"  "  Yes,  your  fon  ;  I  have  feen  bim  and 
converfcd  with  him,  and  what  I  tell  you  is  true." 
Petilian  fainted.  Rufus  recovered  him,  and  when  h^ 
was -cool  told  him.  I  have  been  abroad.  One  day 
a  flhipwright,  a  blunt  man,  came  on  board,  and  told 
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roe  that  he  had  reproached  your  fon  with  his  con- 
dnSt,  in  a  manner  fb  forcible,  that  he  could  not  re- 
fift  it,  and  that  in  confequence  of  the  remonftrances 
of  his  own  confcience,  excited  by  his  converfation, 
he  had  laid  afide  the  practice  and  quenched  the  love 
of  vice,  and  that  he  now  for  four  years  paft  had  lived 
a  life  of  devotion,  temperance,  and  juftice.  After 
his  reformation  he  had  gone  to  work  with  this  (hip- 
Wright,  he  had  married  his  daughter,  and  was  led  by 
that  family  into  that  mode  of  Chriftianity,  which  we 
call  quakerifm,  for^the  fhipwright  himfelf  was  a  friend, 
and  occalionally  held  forth  on  the  nature  and  prac- 
tice of  virtue  in  a  little  aflembly  of  his  own  people, 
I  was  curious  to  fee  him  and  went  with  my  infon^er 
onfliore.  There  I  found  him  with  his  broad  brim, 
eating  his  morfel  with  his  Abigail,  one  of  the  neateft 
of  women,  and  two  fine  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
is  the  pifture  of  yourfelf,  and  called  friend  Petilian, 
after  thee.  I  propofed  an  interview  with  you,  which 
he  refufed  with  tears  of  the  moft  unafFedled  repent- 
ance for  his  fins,  and  expreffions  of  efteem  for  your 
virtue.  He  faid,  I  ought  to  afk  pardon  of  my  father, 
and  I  would,  but,  recoUedl  Captain,  my  father  is  a 
man  of  birth,  fortune,  and  fafhion,  and  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  Thou  wilt  forgive  me,  if  I  fay, 
I  fear  the  prejudices  of  that  very  virtuous  man 
will  not  allow  him  to  take  pleafure  in  me,  now  that 
a  change  fo  barbarous  in  his  eye,  hath  taken  place  in 
ine,  for  virtue  unaccompanied  with  the  gaiety  of  the 
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world,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  hath  no 
being,  much  lefs  beauty  in  the  eyes  of  fuch  menl  I 
think,  therefore,  on.  the  whole,  that  it  would  be  an 
a<9:  of  cruelty  to  difturb  the  peace  of  my  father,  per- 
haps he  hath  long  ago  buried  me  in  his  imagination, 
and  it  would  revive  his  grief  to  raife  me  from  thetJead, 
I  truft,  at  the  refurr66lion  of  the  laft  day,  the  infi- 
nite mercy  of  God  will  make  the  fight  of  me  an  ad- 
dition to  his  joy."  Rufus  paufed, — Petilian  wept,  and 
exclaimed, "  O  that  I  could  fee  him,  probably  I 
might  engage  him  to  lay  afide  his  garb  of  virtue, 
without  endangering  his  virtue  itfelf/'  "  O  no,"  faid 
Rufus,  "  it  would  be  dangerous  to  make  the  attempt, 
befide  he  is  an  inconvertable  man.  You  mufl:  ei* 
ther  fee  him  as  he  is,  or  never  fee  him  at  all."  *^  Is 
it  poffible  to  fee  him  ?"  "  It  is.  I  have  prevailed 
with  him,  and  brought  him  and  his  family  over.'* 
*^  Holy  virgin!"  exclaimed  Petilian.  "Where  is 
he?  I  mult  fee  him.  I  have  forgiven  him.  I  feel  I 
love  him.  I  long  to  embrace  him.  I  have  already 
forgotten,  and  I  will  never  recolle<5l  the  impropriety 
of  any  means  made  ufe  of  to  recover  a  finner  from  the 
error  of  his  way,  and  to  fill  a  father  with  a  joy  like 
that  of  God,  when  he  embraces  a  long  lofl:,  once 
prodigal,  but  now  penitent  fon."  "  Come  then,  faid 
Rufus,  give  pafiSige  to.  the  finefl:  emotions  of  the 
human  heart,  your  fon  faith,  in  language  canoiiized 
by  both  your  churches.  Father  I  have  firmed  againft 
heaven,  and  hrfore  thee,  and  am  no  7mre  worthy  to  U 
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taUedthyfm:  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired fervants  \ 
and  he  is  now  fayipg  this,  all  heretic  as  he  is,  in  a 
houfe  where  I  have  defired  him  to  wait.  You  have 
compajjion^  Pctilian.  Go^  run,  fall  on  his  neck  and  kifs 
him  J  and  then  le^  us  all,  in  fpite  of  formSy  eat  and  he 
merry,  for 

Pleafure  and  praife  run  through  God's  hoft. 

To  fee  a  linner  turn  ; 
Then  Satan  hath  a  captive  loft. 
And  Chrift  a  fubje6t  born. 

R.  R— . 


Thoughts  on  tlie  Extent  of  Salvation  in  the  Intent  and 
Application  of  it. 

THAT  all  mankind  fell  in  Adam,  is  a  truth 
which  all  Chriftians  acknowledge,  however 
jnuch  they  differ  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  fell :  and  that  all  men  have  perfonally 
finned  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God — if  they 
have  lived  to  years  ofdifcretion — feems  univerfally 
granted. 

Now  as  the  fall  of  Adam  was  an  injury  to  all  his 
race,  without  their  a6l  or  confent ;  it  feems  reafona- 
ble  to  fuppofe  that  whatever  mankind  loft  in  him, 
they  fhould  have  it  freely  and  fiilly'reftored  in  Chrift, 
if  nothing  more.  As  this  thought  is  reafonable,  fo 
it  is  likewife  fcriptural.  "  For  as  in  Ad^an  all  die, 
even  fo,  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be  made  alive.  For  as  by 
pian  caipe  death,  byjiian  came  alfo  the  refyirredlion 
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of  the  dead.  Therefore  as  by  the  ofFencc  of  one 
judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation  t  even 
fo  by  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon 
(ill  m^  untp  juftification  of  life.  For  by  one  man's 
difbbediencc,  many  were  made  linners ;  fo  by  the 
obedience  of  one  Ihall  many  be  made  righteous  !** 
Thus  we  fee  God  himfelf  draws  the  parallel  in  the 
Scriptures^  and  it  does  not  feem  a  matter  of  import- 
ance to  inquire,  what  it  was  we  loft  in  Adam,  for  let 
it  be  what  it  may,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  made  up  in 
Chrift.  And  I  think  it  clear  that  the  fame  way  in 
which  Adam's  sin  becomes  ours  ;  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift  becomes  ours  alfo.  Whether  by  imputation 
of  guih,  or  tranfufion  of  moral  depravity.  For  there 
is  no  difference  in  the  Apoftle's  mode  of  fpeaking, 
concerning  one  and  the  other ;  they  are  reprefented 
as  equal  in  their  extent,  and  alike  in  their  manner 
of  application. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  this,  we  are  informed  that 
Chrift  is  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin 
of  the  world  ?  That  the  Father  fent  not  the  fon  into 
the  world  to  condemn  the  world ;  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  faved."  Hence  it  feems 
clear  that  the  intention  of  falvation  is  as  upiverfal  a? 
theruin  of  human  nature  by  the  fall. 

SomeChrift:ians  indeed  have  denied  this  univerfal 
intention  of  falvation.  And  while  they  acknowledge 
that  the  death  of  Chrift  is  equal  to  the  falvation  of 
all,  they  have  exprefsly  limited  the  defign  of  it,  by 
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the  drjine  intention.  The  realbn  of  this  is,  that  if  they 
admit,  that  lalvation  is  intended  for  all,  they  cannot 
well  deny,  that  it  fhall  finally  be  applied  to  all: 
otherwife  the  counfel  and  purpofe  of  God  will  be 
fruflrated.  I  am  as  much  perfuaded  as  any  man  caa 
j)e,  that  the  counfel  and  purpofe  of  God  are  infruftra- 
ble  ;  but  let  me  alk,  is  it  not  as  dlflionourable  to 
God  to  fuppofe  that  he  hath  reftri6led  the  falvation 
of  men,  by  an  a^  of  his  zvill,  as  to  fuppofe  that  he 
^/7Zf  the  falvation  of  ^//;  but  is  defeated  in  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  his  defign  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  thofe  Chriftians  who  maintain 
the  univerfality  of  falvation,  in  the  defign  of  God, 
and' yet  admit  that  his  defign  will  not  be  accomplifli- 
jfAy  do  they  not  as  much  diftionour  God  by  fuppofing, 
that  he  cannot  perform  his  will,  as  by  fuppofing  that 
he  does  tiot  will  good  to  all  ? 

The  above  conclufions  are  as  unferiptural,  as  they 
are  dishonourable  to  the  divine  chara6ler.  For  we 
are  affured  that  God  is  of  one  mind,  "  That  with  him 
there  is  no  variablenefs,  nor  fhadow  of  turning* 
That  he  will  perform  all  his  pleafure,  and  his  coun- 
fel ^^//  fi:and.  That  whatfoever  he  pleafed  that  he 
did  (and  confequently  will  do)  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
ill  the  feas,  and  in  all  deep  places."  On  the  other 
hand  the  Scriptures  inform  us  that "  The  tender  mer-- 
ciesfoiGod.  are  over  ^// his  works.  That  he  defiretl^* 
not  the  death  of  a  finner.  That  he  calleth  to  the  fons 
ofm^n.     That  he  pommandeth  all  men,  every  where 
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to  Ttpcnt.  That  he  hath  given  his  fon  to  die  for 
all  men.  That  Chrift  tailed  death  for  every  man* 
That  he  is  the  lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the 
fins  of  the  world,'^ 

Now  doth  the  Scripture  of  truth  contradi6l  itfelf  1^ 
cannot  tbofe  declarations  of  Jehovah  be  underftood, 
in  perfe6l  unifon  with  each  other  i  Thefe  points 
have  been  long  dej^ated,  and  Chriftians  have  divided 
themfelves  into  two  great  parties,  called  Calvinifts, 
and  Arminjans.  Thefe  have  waged  perpetual  theo- 
logical war  with  each  other.  Each  lide%as  produced 
its  champions  which  have  equally  expofed,  confound* 
ed>  ridiculed,  and  made  each  other  contemptible. 

During  this  ftate  of  hoftility  the  hands  of  the  wick* 
ed  have  beeaftrengthened,  by  the  contention.  Th^ 
great  mafs  of  Chriftians  hath  flept  fecure  in  formality. 
Infidelity  hath  fecretly  made  its  way,  till  it  now 
comes  boldly  forward  and  challenges  the  Scripture 
itfelf,  as  an  abfurd  and  contradictory  compofiticMn^ 
and  alledges  as  a  proof,  the  perpetual  difagreement 
of  Chriftians  concerning  its  moft  important  doc- 
trines. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  evils,  two  things  are  obferva- 
ble.  One  is,  the  manner  in  which  many  profeftbrs 
talk  of  the  Scriptures.  This  paflage  fay  they  is  a 
Calvmiftic  one,  that  is  an  Arminian  one.  And  yet  they 
have  a  convidlion  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  whale 
of  Calvinifm,  and  the  whole  of  Arminianifm  cannot 
be  hoth  true.     Do  not  they  prepare  themfelves  by 
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this  for  the  attacks  of  infidelity  ?  What  anfwer  will 
they  give  to  the  artful  Deift,  when  he  takes  them  on 
this  ground  ?  If  they  are  not  well  fettled  in  the  ex-^ 
fer'tmce  of  Chriftianity,  there  is  eminent  danger  of 
their  falling  away. 

The  other  obfervable  thing  is,  that  many  ferious 
minds  are  in  perpetual  doubt  and  fludluation,  not 
knowing  where  to  fettle.  They  figh  in  fecret  for  the 
divifions  of  Ifrael.  They  fee  good  men  on  both  fides 
of  the  quefl:ion,  and,  are  equally  divided  in  their  af- 
feftion  to,  and  agreement  with  both.  Sometimes 
they  are  Arminians  in  fentiment,  at  other  times  Cal- 
vinifts,  and  fometimes  neither  one  nor  the  other,  and 
often  they  are  fufpefted  and  fpoken  ill  of  by  both 
parties.  They  are  not  unfrequently  afl^aulted  with 
a  whole  hoft  of  Deiftical  thoughts,  which  are  injedled 
into  their  minds  by  the  enemy  of  fouls,  their  ftate  of 
mind  expofing  them  greatly  to  fuch  a  temptation. 
Many  fuch  at  lafl:  become  indifferent  to  all  religious 
worfliip.  Some  of  them  who  enter  more  into  the 
fpirit  of  the  Gofpel  than  others,  not  finding  it  in  their 
power  to  unite  with  profefl<)rs  in  their  contentions 
with  each  other,  ftand  aloof  from  all,  and  conclude 
that  there  is  fomething  yet  unknown  in  facred  Scrip- 
ture, which  if  they  were  acquainted  with,  would 
unite  the  two  great  bodies  of  Chriftians  upon  fome 
common  ground  of  concord,  and  would  fhew  that 
the  Bible  is  one  confiftent  fcheme  of  truth. 

It  is  propofed  to  iuch  Chriftians,  to  confider  whe-^ 
Vol.  I-  L  thef 
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ther  th^  Scriptures  do  not  rcprefent  that  the  inten- 
tion and  application  of  falvation  are  both  univerfal. 

This  will  no  doubt  appear  to  many  a  fhocking 
thought;  but  what  is  there  fo  (hocking  in  it  ?  It  only 
fuppofes  that  infinite  love  will  finally  overcome,  and 
fubdue  the  creature  to  itfelf.  Csn  there  be  any  thing 
in  this  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  Deity  ?  Nay,  i» 
there  any  thing  in  this  that  is  contrary  to  the  beft 
feelings  of  a  renewed  foul  ?  Doth  not  every  good 
man  love  his  enemies,  and  forgive  even  the  worft  of 
them  ?  Is  there  a  man  living,  whofe  heart  is  filled 
with  the  love  of  God,  that  would  not  promote  the 
beft  intereft  of  his  moft  inveterate  foe,  if  it  lay  in  his 
power  ?  And  hath  not  God  more  love  than  the  beft 
of  men  ?  And  are  not  his  wifdom  and  his  power  eqoal 
to  his  love  ? 

But  that  the  application  of  falvation  ftiall  be  uni- 
verfal is  taught  in  many  places  of  Scripture.  The 
living  God,  fays  Paul,  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  es- 
pecially of  fuch  as  believe.  But  can  he  be  faid  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  thofe  who  are  finally  loft  ? 

Again,  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  difpenfation  of  times 
God  hath  purpofed  to  gather  together  all-  things  in 
Chrift,  whether  they  be  things  on  earth  or  things  in 
Heaven.  Surely^// things  cannot  mean  only  2i  few 
things ;  and  if  all  things  are  to  be  gathered  together 
in  Chrift,  then  finally  none  will  be  loft. 

And  again,  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  Chrift 
ftould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  and  that  having  made  peace 
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by  the  blood  of  his  crofs^  he  might  reconcile  all  things 
to  himfelf — ^by  him^  I  fay,  whether  they  be  things  on 
earth  or  things  in  Heaven.  If  all  things  are  to  be 
reconciled  to  God,  then  nothing  will  finally  be  left 
in  enmity  againft  him.  The  blood  of  the»crofs  was 
fhed  that  all  things  might  be  reconciled  to  God.  The 
purpofe  of  Grod  and  the  efficacy  of  the  atonement  are 
both  interefted  in  the  reconciliation  of  ail  things — 
And  {hall  not  this  great  work  be  done  ? — The  wages 
of  fin  is  death. ,  Nobody,  it  is  prefumed,  will  deny 
but  that  ihe^Jirfi  and  fecond  death  are  here  intended 
— ^that  is,  the  death  of  the  body,  and  future  damna- 
tion ;  but  the  time  is  coming  when  there  fhall  be  no 
more  death.  If  death  be  the  term  by  which  the  whole 
wages  of  fin  is  exprefl^d,  and  yet  the  time  fhall  come 
when  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  then  the  future 
punilhment  of  fin  fhall  come  to  an  end,  and  death*  in 
every  fenfe  willbe  fwallowed  up  in  vidlory.  Life,  in 
thebefl  fenfe,  fhall  prevail.  It  is  oppofites  only  that 
deftroy  each  other,'  therefore  Life  only  can  defl:roy 
Death. 


ESSAY  ON  INIQUITY,  TRANSGRESSION, 

AND  SIN. 

EXODUS  xxxiv.  5,  6. 

And  Jehovah  defcended  in  a  cloud,  and  placed  himfelf  with 

hiih  there,  and  he  called  upon  the  name  of  Jehovah  ;  and 

Jehovah  pafled  before  his  face  and  proclaimed — the  Jehovah, 

L  2  **  Jehovah, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I 


76  THE  UNI  VERS  ALIST*S  MISCELLANY. 

<<  Jehovah,  the  Interpofer,  merciful,  affeftionate,  flow 

3 
to  wrath,  and  increaOng  profperity  and  ftability. 

"  He  referveth  overflowing  goodnefs  for  thoulknd^. 

4 
"-He  lifteth  up  perverfion,  and  tranrgreflion,  andde»> 

viation, 

5 
*^  And  the  innocent  he  will  not  deftroy.*' 

I.  Yearning,  bowels  of  pity.  2.  To  have  kindnefsand  afife6Hon 
without  caufe.  3.  Affluence,  overflowing  abundance.  4.  To  take 
up  and  bear  away  as  a  burden.  5.  They  are  both  the  fame  word>  . 
**  to  clear  away,*'  only  one  is  a  fubftantive  and  the  other  a  vcrb^ 
and  implies  that  as  the  innocent  are  clear  from  guilt ;  they  fliail 
not  be  cleared  away  from  the  earth,  as  Jehovah  had  fwept  oflf  thou- 
fands  of  rebellious  Ifraelites,  and  was  about  to  clear  the  land  of 
Canaan  from  its  fihhy  inhabitants.  "  Jehovah  fweeps  not  a  country 
'of  its  inhabitants  if  they  are  guiltlefs," 


Ti  yTUCH  has  been  faid  concerning  Sin,  as  being 
XtJL  an  infinite  evil,  becaufe  committed  againft 
an  infinite  God.  From  the  way  in  which  Sin  has 
been.fpoken  of  by  moft  profeffing  Chriftians,  one 
would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  man  could  do  an  injury 
to  his  Maker  ;  that  a  finite  being,  a  wretched,  mi- 
ferable,  hclplefs  man  could  by  his  a6tions  afFecft  the 
immortal  and  unchangeable  Jehovah.  How  very 
difterent  is  the  reafoning  of  Elihu,  Job  xxxv.  6.  8, 

If  thou  deviateft,  what  docfl:  thoii  unto  him  ? 

If  thou  doll  juftly,  what  gi  veil  thou  unto  him? 

Or 
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Or  what  recei%eth  he  from  thine  hand  ? 

To  man  like  thyfelf  is  thine  injuftice! 

And  thine  uprightnefs  to  the  fon  of  jman  ! 
When  the  immortal  God  fpeaks  of  Sin,  and  all  its 
confequenccs,  he  never  fpeaks  of  it  as  fuiFering  by  it, 
but  as  grieving  for  its  univerfality,  and  its  baneful  ef-^ 
fcfts  to  mankind :  it  may  therefore  be  profitable  to 
enquire  what  Sin  is  ? 

There  are  in  Scripture  three  terms  made  ufe  of. 
Iniquity,  Tranigreflion,  and  Sin  :  I  know  not  of  any 
other  names  but  what  may  be  proved  to  be  in  con- 
nedlion  with  thefc.  Indeed  Jehovah,  in  the  chara<fter 
he  gives  of  himfelf  in  the  paffage  I  have  chofen  for 
my  motto,  includes  all  in  thefe  : 

INiaUITY. 

The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  turn  out  of  its 
proper  fituation  or  courfe,  to  diftort,  pervert.  Thus 
Cain  fays.  Gen.  iv.  13.  ^^  My  puniftiment  is  greater 
than  I  can  bear" — my  punifhment,  the  fame  word 
that  is  elfewhere  tranflated  iniquity,  and  means  not 
his  guilt,  but  the  fentence  which  curfed  the  earth, 
and  turned  it  out  of  its  proper  courfe,  caufing  it  to 
bear  briars  and  thorns,  was  greater  than  he  could 
bean 

The  Ifraelites  are  in  many  places  charged  with 
being  guilty  of  iniquity  or  perverfion,  in  applying  the 
-worihip  due  to  the  t;-ue  Jehovah  to  their  falfe  .Gods. 
Thus  in  the  fecond  commandment,  the  bowing  down 
in  worihip  to  an  image  is  called  Iniquity :  it  was  per- 

vpi-ting 
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verting  or  turning  out  of  its  coujrfe  the  worfhip  that 
was  due  to  the  Creator. 

TRANSGRESSION. 

The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  pais,  go  for- 
lizard,  march,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4.  Jehovah  fays,  ^^Who 
would  fet  the  briars  and  thorns  againft  me  in 
battle,  I  would  go  thro'  them."  1 1 .  Kings  i.  it  is 
laid  that  Moab  rebelled  againft  Ifrael,  that  is,  he 
broke  thro'  all  their  laws  and  reftridlions,  and  aflert- 
ed  his  independency  of  the  Ifraelites.  Hofea  viii.  i. 
'  Jehovah  charges  Ifrael  with  having  tranfgrefled  his 
law,  they  had  pafled  over  it ;  the  covenant  that  he 
iriade  with  them,  and  the  laws  that  he  had  given  were 
unobferved.  Thus  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxi.  36.  afks  Laban 
what  his  trefpafs  was  ? — ^what  was  the  law  or  com- 
mand that  he  as  his  fervant  had  broke  ? 

To  trefpafs  or 'tranfgrefs  againft  God  is,  to  know 
his  laws  and  wilfully  to  a6l  in  diredl  contradi6lion  ta 
them  :  it  is  open  rebellion. 

SIN. 

♦. 

,  The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  deviate  from, 
to  mifs.  Jud.  XX.  l6.  Every  one  could  fling  ftones 
at  a  hair  and  not  mi/s.  Prov.  xix.  2.  He  that  haf- 
teneth  with  his  feet  mijfeth  his  fteps  :  this  is  the  word 
that  is  almoft  every  where  tranflated  Sin,  as  Lev.  xix. 
17.  where  we  are  commanded  to  love  our  neighbour, 
and  not  fufFer  Sin  in  him  :  it  looks  to  man  as  being 
by  nature  ignorant  of  that  purity  of  life  which  can 
^lone  caufe  happinefs,  and   of  thofe  moral  precepts 

which 
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which  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity  has  given  unto 
raan,  that  by  walking  in  them  he  might  attain  hap- 
piiiefs.  Sin  is,  therefore,  a  miffing  of  that  mark  of 
moral  virtue  which  makes  fociety  and  individuals  a 
happinefs  and  blcffing:  it  is  a  treading  afide,  a  walk- 
ing in  a  wrong  path,  a  miftaking  of  that  road  which 
would  guide  us  into  the  nature  and  image  of  the 
Deity,  of  that  peace  which  all  love  and  aim  at,  and 
which  pafleth  all  underftanding,  but  to  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  it. 

CONSEaUENCES  OP  INIQUITY  OR  PERVERSION. 

Lev.  xviii.  24,  we  are  told  that  it  was  for  the  ini- 
quity of  the  Canaanites  that  the  land  fpewed  them 
out  before  the  Ifraelites  :  the  end  to  be  anfwered  by 
every  faculty  of  body  and  mind  is  fufficiently  obvious 
for  the  leaft  confiderate  to  underftand  ;  but  as  they 
would  not  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  they  per- 
verted the  life  of  his  gifts  :  they  diftorted  them  to 
purpofes  very  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Great 
Giver  of  them,  and  it  therefore  became  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  the  Preferver  of  mankind  to  cut  them 
off,  and  by  fo  doing  prevent  a  total  depravity  of  man- 
ners, a  total  degeneracy  of  the  fpecies. 

OF   TRANSGRESSION. 

All  the  miferies  of  the  Ifraelites  were  from  their 
tranfgreffion,  their  breaking  the  laws  of  Jehovah  their 
King,  and  worfhipping  dumb  idols  :  for  their  tranf- 
greffion  divine  benevolence  fcattered  them  amongft 
ibc  nations,  to  vfkom  th«y  carried  the  knowledge  of 

divine 
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divine  truth  ;  and  upon  their  repentance  evidenced 
its  power,  by  thdr  reftoration  and  confequent  glory.- 

,         OP  SIN. 

I  have  finned,  cried  David,  I  have  not  perverted 
the  ufe  of  thy  gifts,  neither  have  I  by  tranlgreffion 
broken  out  into  wilful  rebellion  ;  but  I  have  fecretly 
deviated  from  uprightnefs,  and  broken  thy  precepts : 
I  have  trodden  afide  from  thy  laws,  and  fearched  for 
happinefs  in  murder  and  adultery. 

From  this  fcriptural  view  of  evil  I  would  alk.  111, 
Muft  not  perveriion  ceafe  when  the  corporeal  facul- 
ties are  taken  away,  in  that  lake  of  fire  where  there 
can  be  nothing  to  abufe  ? 

Secondly,  Mufl:  not  tranfgrefl[ion  ceafe  when, 
Gor.  XV.  28.  all  are  fubje6l  to  Chrifl^,  and  God  is  all 
in  all  ? — ^When,  Phil.  ii.  10.  every  knee  in  Heaven, 
jearth,  and  under  the  earth,  fliall  bow  at  the  name  of 
Jefus  the  Reftorer,  and  confefs  him  Lqrd^  to  thp 
glory  of  God  the  Father  ? 

Thirdly,  Since  the  creatures  of  God  perifh  for  lack 
of  knowledge,  and  feek  for  knowledge  in  that  which 
profiteth  not,  is  any  thing  too  hard  for  Jehovah — ^ 
cannot  he  make  them  wife  as  he  did  the  prodigal,  by 
letting  them  eat  the  fruit  of  their  doings,  and  long  to 
be*permitted  to  return  to  their  Father's  houfe  ? 

How  very  different  is  the  character  of  Jehovah  to 
that  given  him  by  moft  profeflors. 

By  the  Scriptures  he  is-  fpoken  of  as  having  hell 
continually  before  him ;  but  by  men^  as  banifhin^ 

thQ 
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^  finner  fioih  tis  prefenoe^  that  he  may  be  endKfely 
fcmnented*  •  Bat  he  hath  laid  of  himfdf,  that  he  liftn 
iifitlliiquitjv  T«t)fgrcffioi^  and  Sin ;  he  Wauts  he*  Ibi- 
man  tb  caft  it  away,  bat  he  himfelf!  lifts  up,  he  ta&css 
tfa«^  burden  iitnn  liie  head  of  man,  and  retnoves  all  itd 
dUcadM  c6nfeqaences.  Whilft  we  were  unjiift 
Chrift  died  for  us-— God  fo  loved  the  world  that  h* 
gave  his  only  b^otten  Son,  that  all  who  believe  on 
bim  might  (not  be  reftored  by  that  mighty  power  • 
bjr  which  be  will  fubdue  all  to  himielf,  but  might) 
inherit  the  age  of  life,  and  have,  like  Abraham  of  old, 
thro^  big  faith,  an  mfaeritance  incorruptible,  undefiled^ 
.und  tlmt  &deth  not  away. 

.  He  iiftetb  up,  Ilk.  liii.  4.  verily  all  our  griefe,  pain^^ 
labours,  tr&vails,  violations,  profanities  (for  fuch  the 
original  word  fignifies)-^-he  lifteth  up,  how  this  agrees 
with  Paul,  CL.CyOr.v.  where  he  declares  that  Chrift  died 
ibrall,  and  calls  the  Golpel  the  miniftry  of  reconcilia- 
tion. He  does  not  advife  them  to  aA  fo  as  to  *^  make 
their  peace  with  God  :*' — ^this  is  a  cant  term  of  mo*  . 
dcm  invention ;  but  lays  that  the  Apoftles,  as  arabafr 
ii^lors,  befought  them  to  be  reconciled  to  Grod,  hav- 
ing before  proved  that  God  never  had  an  enmity  to 
them. 

This  feriptural  view  of  Sin,  Ihews  that  Sin  being 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  God  mull  be  hatefiil  to  him ; 
and  that  he  having  all  power  will  corre61;  his  works^ 
that  they  may  give  glory  to  their  Majker  by  their: 
obectience. 

V01-.L  M  It 
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.  It  fhews  the  neceflity  for  the  fore  judgments,  tHe 
fire  of  the  wrath  of  Crod,  to  melt  and  feparate  the  drois 
frqra  the  pure  ore,  the  fimier  from  his  fin  ;  andit^ 
Apoftles  kno\ying  the  inevitable  neceflity  of  his  <e^ 
yereft  judgments,-  perfuaded  men  i  not  by  the  terror* 
of  the  law^  for  they  would  only  terrify,  but  by  ^fe 
greatnefs  of  his  lpv6,  to  eicape  the  lecond  deaAii,  th6ih 
terrors  which  they  knew  the  law  held  forth. 

,,What  chqck  i^i  this  view  of  Sih  upon  the  finner 
that  feels  it^  full  force  ?  and  what  an 'Opportunity 
does  it  give  fdr  tlie  fervant  of  Chrift  to  ufe  the  it- 
moft  fcope  of  Chriftian  eloquence  to  paint  the  pater* 
naltenderncfs  of  the  Deity,  and  the  utmofi  ^xertiofi 
o(  his  ppwer  ;  but  always  a&ing  in  conjunction  with 
that  lovp  which  will  have  all  to  be  reftored  and  comi 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  'A.  * 


CRUELTY. 

WHEN  thcDuke  of  Burgundy  lay  before  Munit^ 
in  Svvitzerland;  an  army  of  Swiflers  cam©^ 
Unexpectedly  upon  him  and  utterly  defeated  him. 
Tfic  Duke  feeing  his  army  routed,  and  himfelf  in  dan- 
ger of  being  cither  killed  or  taken,  fpurred  hishorfe 
into  the  lake  :  one  of  his  pages,  to  fave  himfelf,  leaped 
up  behind  him  juft  as  he  took  the  water.  The  Duke 
atfirft  cither  perceived  him  not,  ordiffembled  it  till 

he 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  tlNltERSALIsVs'MISfcifitLAkr.  ^^3 

he  came  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  which  is  two 
miles  broad.  The  horfe  being  flout,  fwam  through 
with  them  both  and  fet  them  fafc  afhorc.  The  Duke 
feeing  into  what  danger  his  page  had  put  him,  altho' 
now  lafe,  yet  barbaroufly  flabbed  him  : — a  very  un- 
worthy thankfgivibg  to  God  for  fo  great  a  deliverance, 
as  the  page  offended  more  through  fear  of  death  than 
any  malicious  intention* 


POETRY. 

ODE  TO  HOPE. 

ALL  hail !  fupporter  of  the  fainting  mindl 
For  thou  alone  canfl  oft  fweet  blifs  beftow^ 
V   Give  me  as  prefent,  doubtful  joys  to  find, 

And  make  the  didant  glimm'rijig  landikip  glow. 
Banifli  black  defpair, .  .         , 

Grief  and  anxious  care, 
Sufpenfiye  doubt  and  jealous  fear  ; 

RaptVous  delights  now  bring 
-Upon  thine  airy  wing. 
That  facred  joy  may  fpring  - 
Within  my  mind,  and  dwell  for  ever  there. 

Withoift  thee,  Hope !  there's  nought  in  life 
But  aiixious  doubt,  defpair  and  ftrife  ; 
Tis  only  thine  alUcheairing  ray. 
Can  change  this  dreary  night  to  day, 
And  during  life  our  thoughts  invite. 
To  feartfi  in  duty  for  defight.      ^'  ' 

M  2  Thou, 
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Thoui  Hope !  aloncy  fwcet  Heav'n-bora  Maid ! 
Afliils  poor  mortals  with  thine  aid ; 
'  Pleafure  and  pain  unite  in  thecy 
To  lead  to  true  felicity. 

So,  deep  within  yon  dungeon's  gloom> 
The  pris*ner's  melancholy  doom^ 
With  downcaft  eye,  and  penGve  fotiU 
While  defp'rate  thoughts  within  him  roU  ; 
Comparing  oft  the  pleafures  paft   . 
With  the  prefent  adverfe  blaft : 
No  comfort  near,  no  chearing  friends^ 
But  mis'ry  all  his  thoughts  atten(fa  ^ 
Whilft  fad  defpair  pofleflion  takes. 
And  all  his  foul  with  horror  (hakes. 
Shouldft  thou,  O  gentle  Hope !  appears 
$oft  Peace  wipes  off  the  falling  tcar» 
And  brings,  each  diftant  joyous  pleafure  near. 

But  who  can  paint  t)ie  lover's  foul. 

By  direful  doubts  and  fears  oppreft ; 
When  jealous  pangs  each  thought  coixtroul, 
,  And  (hake  with  rage  his  tortured  bread* 

If  unfeen  obdacles  arife 

To  prevent  his  nuptial  ties  ; 

Should  duty,  friendfliip  intervene 

To  opjpofip  the  endearing  fcepe, 

Reafon  in  vain  may  vig'roys  ftrivcjn 

To  caufe  the  trembling  wretch  to  live  z 

Her  folemn  laws,  fententious  air, 

3hall  but  inflame,  not  footh  defpair  t 

Even  Religion's  voice  is  vain  ^ 

It  m97>clgx,  not  (ur^  tb«  cb»iii< 

Thou, 
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Thou,  Hope !  alon^  canft  from  the  wounded  heart 

Caufe  each  tormenting  paflioa  to  depart, 

Bid  gayeft  vinonary  fcenes  arife. 

Of  much  defixed,  dear,  delightful  joys  t 

Can  fay  to  forrow — Care  and  trcMible^-ccafe— 

And  for  dcfjp^ir — Come,  r^pf  roos  joy  and  peace. 

Great  Cato,  Virtue's  friend,  the  tyrant's  rod, 
Belov'd,  admired)  and  feared  as  a  God  ;  .;  \ 

Great  Kings  oft  bow'd  with  trembling  at  His  wcmi. 
Or  at  his  bidding  drew  the  vengeful  fword ; 
Whilft  Hope  he  followed  ;  ghaftly,  pale  with  fear 
Vidorious  tyrafnts  faw  him  (hake  the  fpear : 
They  heaid  tns  awful  vwce,  abafh'd.  they  fletf. 
And  facred  Virtue  rais'd  her  droqping  head« 
Thy  banners,  Freedootw  on  Rjwrie's  turrets  fliook. 
When  thou,  O  Hope  !  the  wondrous  man  forfook ; 
And  e'en  the  Hero,  loft  to  ail  but  pride. 
Fell,  like  a  coward,  on  his  fword,  and  djr^d. 

Thee,  Hope,  I  love,  thou  bri^t  tranfporting  powV, 
That  on  Imagination's  wing  canft  tow'r 
Up  to  thofe  bleft  abodes  where  Love  reddes. 

Thou  fee'ift  the  all-gracious  God, 

From  his  high  abodc#  ' 

Driving  dull  care  and  fear  away ; 

Enrapt'ring  joys  thou  doft  difplay. 
And  plunge  the  foul  within  their  facred  tides. 

Sec  Hope  appears!-  I  hail  thee  mine^ 
.  Thy  (acred  influence  benign 
Suppports  my  fainting  heart : 

Now 
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Now  hence  defpair. 
Hence  folemn  care, 
Hence  with  all  your  wretched  trains  depart. 
Bright  profpefls  now  my  foul  dilate;^ 
Eafy  I  now  can  fmile  at  fate. 
Still  deign  thy  iiifluence  to  inftili, 
Conftant  do  thou  my  fpirit  fill, 
^  ,*Till  each  fear,  each  forrow  ceafe. 

And  thou,  O  Hope,  art  loft  in  certainty  and  ^peace. 

TO  PEACE. 
Jn  humbU  Imitation  of  the  French  of  DtittlviCOUtir. 

RETURN,  fair  Virgin !  lovely  Peace !  return. 
And  chear  our  land  with  beams  from  thy  mild  eyes  ; 
How  long  fliall  wretched' we  thine  abfence  mourn  r 
Alas !  too  long  depriv'd  of  all  our  joy^. 

Ah  !  turn  and  fee  the  havock  War  has  made: 
Our  fields  and  vineyards  now  are  barren  grounds  ; 

Our  flocks  decreased,  our  trading  much  decay'd. 
And  ruins  feen  where  once  ftood  faireft  towns. 

Oh!  hear  and  pity  our  poor  widows'  cries. 

And  o'er  our  orphans  ihed  a  kindly  tear  ^ 
Nor  difregard  the  ancient  parents*  fighs,     - 

Reft  by  the  fword  of  all  they  held  mqft  dear. 

Think  of  our  youth,  but  late  our  country's  boaft. 
The  thoufands  bury'd  in  their  reeking  gore ;        > 

And  thoufand  who,  or  legs  or  arms  have  loft> 
Now  begging  fcanty  bread  from  door  to  door* 

Return, 
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Return  fweet  Peace  f  and  heal  our  cruel  wounds,     t    f ,     J. 

And  lead  fair  Plenty  in  thy  fplendid  train ; 
Give  wealth  and  credit. to  our  nunt'rous  towns,  i 

And  to  our  laws  give  energy  again :  ^  •  ,  ,     .  .     ; 

Proteft  our  Temples  from  each  hoftile  foe ;  »' 

Our  Priefts  ahd  Nobles  give  true  love  of  thee ; 

Lnfpire  with  hope  tlie  hand  that  guides  the  plough. 
And  o'er  our  land  flied  fall  profperity.  »  y  t  . 

But  ah !  our  fins,  our  iardent  pray'rs  oppofe, 
And  Heav*n  permits  a  further  clalh  of  arms ; 

Our  fields  lie  fallow,  aiid  our  blood  ftill  Aows, 
And  ev'ry  breaft  is  fiU'd  with  dire  alarms. 

Mighty  Redeemer  t  thou  on.Calvary's  Crofs, 
Didft  purchaie  Peace  for  wretched  rebel  Man ; 

Let  not  our  fins  for  ever  be  our  lofs, 

But  give  us  Peace,  and  all  thy  wrath  refirain. 


'A 


'■- 1 


ON  THE  PEACE  OF  GOD. 

.    ■  '        >  ■  .  '    '  --A 

Paraphrafedfrom  the  French  of  Monf.  QiLELlNCqURTSs 


T   ET  worlds  unknown  in  hoftile  fury  join  . 
-*— ^  To  rob  my  foul  of  future  happinefs  ; 
Let  earth  and  hell  their  dreadful  pow'rs  combine 
To  urge  againft'  me  caufelefs,  deep  diftrefs  ; 

JLet  them,  my  foul!  with  rancour,  hate,  and  fpite, 
Purfue  with  hideous,  unremitting,  rage, 

Invelope  thee  in  darkeft  fhades  of  night,  ' 
Nor  ccafe  whilft  thou  art  on  this  earthly  ilage  ^ 


// 


Let 
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Let  my  frail  body  Catkr  every  iU 
That  malice  c«i^  at  cnvknis  rage  infptre  ; 

Yet  (hall  my  foaKin  (orobm  look  up:ftilly     i. 
Nor  fear  celeftial  glory  to  acquire. 

Yea  let  grim  Deat^^t^  King  of  Tenors'^  QooKr 
With  his  dread  fey thei  aad  mow  mr  from  the  tartb, 

AH  fhall  not  J^p  9^  frofa  my  hqiv'niy  homer 
The  purchafe  of  my  dcareft  3a^our's  death. 

*Tis  true,  my  fou}  is  ftnick  with  deep^ft  awe^ 
When  I  remember  all  the  crimes  I've  donen 

Which  are  condemned  by  God's  mod  holy  law. 
And  caus'd  the  death  of  his  beloved  Son. 

Yet  ftill  my  God,  to  diflipate  my  fear. 
Affords  my  foul  a  true  aiid  lafiing  Peace  ; 

In  all  my  C6nfli£ts  I  am  ftill  his  care^      * 
Nor  ihall  his  favour  6ver  to  me  ceafe. 

Yes,  yes,  on  Calvary's  facred  Mount  my  Lord, 
With  his  owir  blood*  my  peace  and  pardoir  feal'd  ^ 

And  his  bleft  Spirit  and  his  Holy  Word 
A^  feff  afltinmce  to  my  foul  reveal'd. 

Why  (hould  I  fear  what  Earth  and  Hell  can  do  t 
For  Men  and  Devils  are  at  his  command ; 

And  he's  my  Peace,  and  my  Salvation  too. 
The  Rock  bn  which  my  foul  ihall  ever  ftand* 
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FOR 

MARCH,    1797- 


To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverfaUJl's  Mijcellany. 
Dear  Sir^ 

The  following  ol?je6lions  to  the  dodlrine  of*  aii 
Univerfal  Reftoration  have  come  under  my 
notice,  which  I  will  give  you  in  my  author's  own 
words.  ^  Your  argument  is  this  :*  '^  In  whatever 
planner  fin  be  ellimited,  it  muft  be  finite,  becaufe 
H  is  the  production  or  a6l  of  a  creature;  of  finite 
pnnciples,  and  paffions;  and  fecondly,  that  if  our 
fins  were  deferving  of  infinite  punifhment,  our  vir^ 
tues  muft,  by  the  very  fame  rule,  be  deferving  pf  an 
infinite  reward." 

I  anfwer,  *  That  which  is  infinite  cannot  poffitly 
proceed  from  a  finite  being:  but  we  muft  diftinguiJh 
iJetWeen  the  a6t  of  fin,  and  the  demerit  of  that  a6l. 
I  grant  with  you,  that  all  finful  a<9:ions  are  finite, 
and  muft  be  fo;  becaufe  they  (pring  from  finite  be- 
ings; yet  there  i3  an  infinite  evil  and  demerit  in  fin, 
becaufe  it  is  committed  againft  all  poflible  and  infi- ' 
nite  good.  Its  demerit  arifes  from  the  objeii  againft 
irhom  it  is  committed ;  and  therefore  as  the  Divine 

Vol;  I.  N  ^      Objea 
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Objeft,  againft  whom  it  is  committed,  is  infinite,  {o 
mull  the  demerit  of  it  be  infinite  alfo.  And  this  i$ 
a  neceflary  confequence;  otherwife  an  a6t  of  fin 
committed  againfl:  God  is  the  very  fame  as  a  like  a6l 
'  committed  againft  a  fellow  creature,  which  would  be 
abfurd  to  fuppofe ;  indeed  it  would  be  impious  to  af- 
fert.  If,  therefore,  you  admit,  that  there  is  greater 
evil  in  finning  againft  God  than  there  is  in  a  finful 
z€t  towards  a  poor  mortal  like  ourfelves,  then  I  af- 
firm, that  the  very  fame  reafon  which  obliges  you  to 
grant  that  it  is  in  any  degree  a  greater  evil  to  offend 
againft  God,  muft  compel  you  to  acknowledge,  that 
it  IS  infinitely  greater;  becaufe  it  is  againft  the  infi-. 
nite  Majefty  of  the  Divine  Being  V 

Again,  with  refpeA  to  your  fecond  pofition, 
namely^  ^  That  our  virtues  are  as  meritorious  as  our 
vices  are  punifhable.' — Let  u§  fee  how  the  finner  will 
maintain  this  plea  before  that  great  tribunal  where 
we  muft  all  fhortly  appear.  Demerit  attends  fin,  but 
even  ferfea  virtue  is  by  no  means  meritorious.  We 
do  no  more  than  our  duty  when  we  yield  obedience 
to  the  Divine  precepts :  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  to  pur 
Maker;  and  no  defert  of  a  reward  from  him  can 
arife  from  the  performance  of  our  duty.  The  fpring 
of  merit  principally  is  performing  a  work  not  due, 
and  which  another  hath  not  a  right  to  require  of  us; 
for  he  that  doth  that  unto  which  he  is  perfedly 
obliged,  only  fulfils  his  obligation,  and  hath  nothing 
redundant  from    which    merit   can   arife.      From 

whence 
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whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  no  merit  with  God  can 
accrue  to  any  mortal,  even  though  he  fhould,  in  the 
fiilleft  fenfe,  obey  and  fulfil  the  Divine  Law,  The 
argument  therefore  which  is  advanced  upon  the  fup-t 
pofition,  that  if  vice  is  infinite  in  demerit ^  virtue  mufi 
alfo  h  infinite  in  merit ^  is  moft  uqreafonable  and  falfc. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  given  you  my  author's  reafoning 
upon  this  often  contefted  point;  it  appears  to  me 
that  he  maintains  it  with  all  the  force  of  argument 
the  fubjecft  is  capable  of.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  the 
opinion  of  any  of  your  ingenious  correfpondents  in 
reply  to  it,  and.am 

Your  very  afFedionate  friend, 

N.  B. 

February  g,  1797. 


The  Lord's  Prayer  illujirated^from  Bernard^ ^  Thefaurus. 

OUR  Father,  Ifai.  Ixiii,  10. 
By  right  of  creation,  Mai.  ii.  10. 
By  bountiful  provifion,  Pfalm  cxlv.  l6. 
By  gracious  adoption,  JEphef  i.  5. 

Who  art  in  Heaven,  I  Kings  viii.  43^ 
The  throne  of  thy  glory,  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  1. 
The  portion  of  thy  children,  1  Peter  i.  4^ 
The  temple  of  thy  angels,  Ifaiah  vi.  1, 

Hallowed  be  thy  name,  Pfalm  cxv;  1. 
By  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  Pfalm  IxxxvL  11, 
By  the  words  of  our  lips,  Pfalm  li.  15. 

.N?  By 
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3y  the  works  of  our  hands,  1  Cor.  x.  31^, 

Thy  kingdom  come,  Pfalm  ex.  2. 
Of  providence  to  defend  us,  PiaUtt  xvii.  8. 
Of  grace  to  refine  us,  1  Thef.  v.  23. 
Of  glory  to  crown  us,  Col.  Hi.  4. 

Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  ,  in  Hea* 
ven,  Adls  xxL  14. 
towards  us,  without  refiftance,  1  Sam.  iii.  Ift- 
By  us,  without  compulfion,  Pfajm  cxix.  36. 
.  XJniverfally,  without  exception,  Luke  i,  6. 
Eternally,  without  declenfion,  Pfalm  cxix.  93. ' 
Give  us    this    day  our  daily  bread.    Gen. 
xxviii.  20. 
Of  neceflity,  for  bur  bodies,  Prov.  xxx.  8. 
Of  eternal  life,  for  our  fouls,  John  vi.  34. 

And  forgive  us  our  trefpafles,  Pf.  xxv.  11. 
^  Againft  the  commands  of  thy  law,  1  John  iii.  4. 
Againft  the  grace  of  thy  gofpel,  1  Tim.  i.  13. 

As  we  forgive  them  that  trefpafs  againft  us. 
Matt.  vi.  15. 
By  defaming  our  charadlers,  Matt.  v.  1 1 . 
By  embezzling  our  property,  Phil,  xviii. 
By  abufing  our  perfons,  A6ls  vii.  6, 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deli* 
ver  us  from  evil,  Matt.  xxvi.  41. 
Of  overwhelming  affliction,  Pfalm  cxxx.  1. 
Of  worldly  enticements,  1  John  ii.  15. 
Of  fatan*s  devices,  1  Tim.  iii.  7« 
Oferrbr*sfedu6lion,  1  Tim.  vi.  10. 

Of 
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Of  finfiil  affiwftions,  Rom.  i.  26v 

For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 

and  the  glory  for  ever,  Jude  xxv. 
Thy  kingdom  governs  all,  Pfaln^  ciii.  IQ. 
Thy  power  fubdues  all,  Phil.  iii.  20. 
Thy  glory  is  above  all,  Pfalm  cxlviii.  13, 

Amen,  Ephef.  i.  11. 
As  it  is  in  thy  purpofes,  Ifaiah  xiv,  27. 
So  is  it  in  thy  promifes,  2  Cor.  i.  20.^ 
So  be  it  our  prayers.  Rev.  xxii.  20v 
So  it  fhall  be  to  thy  praife.  Rev.  xix.  4. 

Proih  the  above  it  appears  that  this  form  of  found 
words  is  an  epitome  of  Scripture  petitions.  If  any 
perfon  will  take  the  pains  to  compare  the  ref^-ences 
with  Scripture,  they  willlbe  edified  in  fo  doing. 


Extract  of  a  Critlcifm  upon  the  Svhje^  of  Future  Pur- 
nijhment.  Submitted  to  the  Confideration  of  th^ 
Learned, 

SOME  there  are  who  think  thofe  phrafes  of  ^ar 
aionion,  and  kolajis  aionios  (everlafting  fire,  and 
everlafling  punifhment),  and  the  like,  cannot  be  re- 
conciled with  Origen's  opinion  ;  but  thcfe  obje^dlors 
feem  to  take  the  word  aionios  (rendered  everlafling^ 
from  fcholaflic  definitit>ns,  rather  than  from  the  tnief 
and  lawful  mailers  of  language,  or  the  authentic  rulfe 
^  its  popular  ^fe.     For  it  is  notorioufly  known  tJlat 

the 
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the  Jews,  whether  writing  in  Hebrew  or  Greek,  do 
by  gnolam  and  aim  mean  any  remarkable  period  of 
duration,  whether  it  be  of  life,  or  difpcnfation,  or  po- 
lity :  any  of  which  periods,  if  plainly  computable  by 
a  known  time,  they  do  then  define  it  by  a  fet  number 
of  years ;  but  others,  which  are  not  fo  known,  they 
fimply  exprefs  by  gnolam  and  aion,  leaving  the  length 
of  them  to  be  determined  according  to  the  fubjedl  mat- 
ter; which  where  it  is  fuch  as  comprehends  more  than 
a  fingle  determinable  aton,  they  exprefs  it  in  Hebrew 
by  the  phrafe  of  lagnolam  'vagned,  in  Greek  by  els  ton 
aiona  kai  eti,  or,  eis  tons  aionas,  and  eis  aionas  ton  aionon. 
But  by  none  of  thefe  do  they  mean  ^fcholajlic  eter- 
nity ;  unlefs  the  nature  of  the  thing  then  exprefled 
require  fuch  interminable  duration.  And  hence  the 
period  of  this  world  is  called  aion  outoSy  when  yet 
there  is  another  to  fucceed,  aion  ekinosK  And  as  thefe 
atones  differ,  fo  would  alfo  the  meaning  of  aioniq^ 
be  different,  according  as  it  was  applied  to  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them.  And  fo  in  the  plural  Chrifl 
is  faid  to  appear  and  fuffer  epi  fyttteleia  ton  aionon^ 
when  yet  the  longefl  aion'of  all  was  not  then  come. 
And  He  of  whom  it  is  faid,  Thy  throne,  0,Gk)d, 
is  eis  fon  aiona  ton  aionos,  (for  ever  and  ever)  yet  is 
faid  to  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  God  the  Father, 
^nd  to  be  fubjedl  himfelf  unto  him,  who  did  fubje6t 
^11  things  to  him.  So  that  here  is  plainly  an  eitd  of 
that  reign  which  is  faid  to  he  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
^  af  aionos  does  not  in  Scripture  ^^gmiy  from  aJl  iter* 

nity. 
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flit)/,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  fchools,  fo  by  the  fame  rea- 

Ion  ought  not  eis  aiona  to  fignify  to  all  eterpity,  in  the 

fame  notion :  and  is  not  eis  aiona  and  aionion,  all  one  J 

Every  lexicographer  and  expofitor  will  furnifti  you 

with  authorities  enough  to  confirm  what  I  have  faid: 

and  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  the  whole  fubjedt 

matter  in  this  periodical  doom^  the  nature  of  that  fire, 

and  its  fuel,  the  power  of  a  fpirit  incorporate,  be  not 

fuch  as  will  enforce  us  to  m^ke  it  ihorter  than  fome 

men  do ;  who  having  got  eafy  ways  of  aflliring  them- 

felves  it  Ihall  not  be  their  portion,  do  as  little  pity 

thofe  calamitous  fouls  whofe  lot  it  may  be,  as  they 

darkly  fancy  God  himjelf  does.     But  though  wc,  firom 

the  reafon  of  things,  and  the  right  ufe  of  the  words, 

do  make  it  fhorter  than  they  do,  yet  according  to  our 

hypothefis,  the  whole  punifhment  of  pain  and  d^th 

will  neceflarily  be  fo  long,  as   may  juftly  be  called 

aionios,  in  a  very  high  fenfe  of  the  word. 


Happy  Death  of  Mrs.  Brown. 

IF  man  had  not  finned,  he  would  not  have  fufFer- 
ed.  This  is  a  truth  which  applies  to  the  whole 
human  race,  one  only  excepted,  namely,  the  man 
Chrift  Jefus;  ^  who  though  he  bad  done  no  violence, 
lidther  was  any  deceit  in  his  mouth,  yet  it  pleafed 
tlite  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he  hath  put  him  to  grief 
The  reafons  which  the  Scripture  gives  for  his  fuffer- 
Wigs,  are  comprehended  in  two.  Fii-ft^  that  he  might 
, .-,  -  ,  make 
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poke  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin.  Secondly,  that  he 
fni^ht  leave  us  an  example  how  we  ought  to  fuffen 
It  appears  fi?om  thi&  laft  reafon,  that  we  are  in  fome 
way  or  other  appointed  to  fuffer.  Therefore  that  fay- 
ing, ^  Chriji  fuffered  that  we  might  nof  fuffer*  is  not 
trot.  The  great  end  of  the  fufFcrings  of  Chrift  wa^ 
to  make  a  propitiatory  fecrifice  for  fin.  But  our  fiif* 
ferings  are  to  humble  us.  God  brings  down  our  heart 
hy  labor.'  That  being  humbled  before  him,  by  his 
power,  we  may  be  reconciled  to  him  by  the  blood  pf 
the  crbfs. 

The  experience  of  all  converted  men  bears  witnefi^ 
that  this  is  God's  method  of  dealing.  Thus  may  they 
idl  iay,  ^'It  fe  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflifted^ 
fori  before  I  was  afflided,  I  went  aftray;  but  now  do 
I  keep  thy  precepts.*  The  experience,  or  the  expec^ 
tation  of  fuffering,  is  that  which  awakens  the  con-^ 
fciences  of  men,  brings  them  to  refledlion,  and 'makes 
them  cry  out,  '  What  Ihall  I  do  to  be  faved?'  Th^ 
great  intention  of  fufferings,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  Xh^ 
fame  towards  all  men.  For  God  doth  not  willingly 
grieve  lior  afflidl  the  children  of  men.  He  taketh  no 
pleafure  in  their  pains,  groans,  and  death.  But  their 
cafe  requires,  more  or  Icfs^  feverity  of  difcipline,  and 
therefore  he  fends  it,  referving  the  pains  of  the  fc- 
cond  death  only  for  thofe  whom  nothing  elfe  will 
humble.  But  thofe  who  bow  down  before  him 
now,  and  fubmit  to  the  methods  of  his  grace^  fhaff 
no*  come  into  condemnation  hereafter.     Many  are 

the 
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the  jnftances  cf  tho  grcateft  good^  flowmg  from  t\h 
fevered  dealings  upon  earth.    The  flefh  of  Amny 
hathr  been,   by  exeruciating  pains,  ddlrcgred,  tbAt 
their  fpirits  might  be  iaved  in  the  day  of  the  (jQ^* 
Some  ftrikirig  inflandcs  of  this  kind  haye  fallen  undi^ 
my  own  notice,  wliicb,  in  thd  eourfo  df  this  pubftiQifr> 
tion,  I  'will  preftnt  to  our  readers.    At  prftfifiBitl  wHl 
mention  the  cafe  of  Mi^  Brown,  of  the  ptriCb  Of 
l^b)iititfieM,  in  Suflex;    It  w^  about  ^ven  y^imn^, 
that  1  WJI8  fent'for  to  vifit  this  poor  woman^    Inft- 
iid^  ^hen  a^  Battle,  in  Suilbu    j  I  fouml  hep  ifx  grieflt 
agony:af  paiii>  ocbfiiied  to  h^r  bed;  with  a  (^ntm  ftH 
one  of  her  ^breafts^  .which  ran  with  a  very  pff*nfiyip 
and  corroding  Humorf^  and  which  wafif  fptwdlpg  Vf?^ 
faft  towards  her  (houlder,  as  well  as  below  htr  bifwflt 
To  my  great  finprif^  1  not  only;  found  her  in  a.ftate 
of  patience,  but  of  pratfe  alio.    JHfer  coujrt^ilftt^ei^ 
was  cheerful,  and  (ht  feemed  ata  lof^  how  to  mpr^ 
her  gratitude  to  God  Ib^iently,*    Upon  my  ixiqiiiiy 
into  the  ftate  of  her  foul,  fte  infcmiied.  me  that  flue 
knew  herfelf  ito  be  a  great  finner,  and  that  ihe  had 
lor  fenpre  yea^B  paft  buffered  heayy  diftrefs  in  her 
mind^  from  a  fenfe  of  g\i\lu    That,  her  firft  coiavic*' 
lion  of  fim  wa»  osocafioned  by  the  cancer  under  which 
&t  labouroii     That  it  had  been  feveral  ye^nt  m 
<xmnng:hft&}Tt  it  broke  and  began  to  diicharge. 
,  That  (bt  had  aU  along  thought  it  would  oecafioa, 
her  death;  but  fhe  could  laot  hem  the  thought  af  ^* 
ing,  becauie  0ie  was  not  £t,  Uf  Oiftoi^.  to  judgment 
Vajt.  L  O  that 
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^That  under  thpfe  convidions  (he  had  diligently  at- 
tended the  parifh  churchy  and  had  converfed  with 
^fuch  of  her  neighbours  aS  (he  thought  knew  moft  of 
fdi^on.  That  the  whole  which  fhe  could  learn  by 
thefe  was,  that  j^ood  people  would  go  to  Heaven ;  but 
afe^fhe  found  herfelf  a  finner,  and  could  not,  with  all 
her  endeavours,  make  herfelf  good;  that  (he  was 
-ibme  tirne(  in  a  defpairing  way.  That  at  laft  {h6  was 
;6ft)l%ht  t6  enquire  and  pray  in  this  manner,  ^  Lord 
-igitliere  no  falv^ion  (or  Jinners?  Sure  a  Jhmer  maybe 
^!5&^;  O  that  I  did  but  know  how  a  Jitmermay  he 
^V^;  Lord  teach  me  how  fiich  a  finner  as  /maybe 
^ved;  O  that  God  would  direcSl  me  toibmebody,  or 
'dire6l  (bmebody  to  me,  toteafehmehow  ajsfiner  may 
J^  fayed/         J 

-In' this  manner  (he  continued  many  weeksf,  till 
%^lning  to  Battle,  fhe  went  into  the  xheeting-houfei, 
^Bf  time  of  worfhip,'and  found  her  inquiryanfwered, 
t)y  (^IVatioin  b^irig  offered  to  finners  through  faith  in 
Chrift'Jeflte.-  'She  mceived  the  precious  gift,  went 
Wa^  T*ejoi6jng,  and  was  no  morfe  fad.  She  came 
tMlte:  or  t^ice  ipOre  to  the  public  worfhip,  which 
mirch)  increafed.  her  faith,  tby  increafing  her  know- 
ledge. But  her  cancer  difcharging  vciy  much, t. fhe 
^rafxonfined^tb  her  bed  for^about  five  .or  fix  weeks^ 
^theieginhing  of  which  I  firft  vifited;  And  continu-^ 
«d  to:  vifithet)  till  fhe 'died,^  wliich  Ae  difl  fuii  of  faith, 
f^de  ^d'.joyiw'  the  Holy  Ghofl  inittelifevihg. •>  Hei- 
difonder  fprcadjfo  aau^h, .  that  fome  Ays.  befoi*e,iier 
J..;X  O  :   idtoth 
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death  the  cavity  of  her  breaft  wais  laid  open,  the  flefh 
and  bone  being  eaten  both  away,  and  the  adjoining 
arm  was  eaten  nearly  afunder;  yet  did  fhe  continu- 
ally praife  God  for  that  cruel  diforder,  affiiring  me 
that  fhe  thought  it  a  great  mercy  that  fhe  was  thus* 
afflidled,  as  it  was  the  mean  of  awakening  her  mind, 
and  faving  her  foul. 

*  In  the  midfl  o(  judgment ^  our  God  remembereth 
mercy. ^  W.  V. 

Account  of  the  Tunkers^  or  German  Baptifts,^  in  PenJyU. 
vaniai  extra^ed  from  Joneses  Geographical  Grflmr, 
mar^  Article  of  Religion. 

^^  A  LL  the  religious  fe<3s  above  enumerated  arc 
.,5Z3L  fufHciently  known,  except  that  of  the  Duur 
kaids  or  Tunkers,  one  of  the  moft  harmlefs,  and  per- 
haps the  moft  extraordinary  fedls,  that  has  ever  ap- 
peared fince  the  eftablifhment  of  Chriflianity.  They' 
refide  at  a  fmall  town  called  Ephrata,  fituated  on  the 
frontia*s  of  the  province,  between  two  little  hills,  in 
the  moft  delightful  fituation  that  can  well  be  ima-' 
gined,  as  if  nature  had  created  it  for  the  indulgence 
of  contemplation. 

A  German  hermit,  who  fettled  on  the  fpot  where 
Ephrata  is  now  built,  was  the  founder  of  this  cxtraor-^ 
dinary  fed:.  The  fame  of  his  folitude  infpired  fome 
of  his  countrymen  with  curiofity;  and  the  fimplicity 
of  bis  life,  with  the  purity  of  hi3  convciifation,  in-' 

O  2  duced 
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d^ded  them  to  join  aftd  imitate  him.  A  peiople  who 
kav«  thdr  nativ^i  country  to  enjoy  liberty  of  co»- 
fcimce,  can  bear  all  fubfequefit  rnortificatioiis.  The 
Germans  of  both  fexes  who  joined  the  hermit,  foon 
hccuftomtcd  ihemfelves  to  his  manli^  of  living;  in- 
duftry  became  part  of  their  duty^  and  divided  their 
time  with  devotion.  Their  gains  tl^y  liroW  into  oi* 
cbmmbn  ftock,  which  fiipplies  all  their  exigencies, 
public  as  well  as  private.  Their  females  are  cloifter-- 
ed  by  themfelyes  in  a  feparate  part  of  the  town,  t^ 
fituation  of  which  is  delightful,,  an4  Greens  thetn 
irdfti  the  north  wind.  It  is  triangular,  and  fenced . 
Tdtmd  with  thick  rows  of  apple,  beech,,  and  cherry- 
tree^,  having  an  orchard  in  the  middle.  The  houfes 
are  of  wood,  moftly  three  ftories  hi^h,  and  e\«ry  per*- 
Hba  has  a  feparate  apartment,  that  they  rtoy^jiDt  he 
4ifturbed  duriag  th^  devotions:  the  wotoen^nfcvcr. 
fee  the  m^n,  but  at  public  worfhip,  or  when  it  is  nc*. 
ceflaiy  to  eonftth  on  affair^  of  public  oeconomy,  and 
the  number  of  both  may  Wfiowntto  about  thrfee  hun- 
dred. Their  drefs  is  the  mpft  finable  that  can  wdl 
be  imagined^  being  a  long,  white  wodilen  gown  in. 
winter,  and  linen  in  the  f^mmer,  with  a  cape  that 
ferves  them  for  a  hat,  hanging  like  that,  of  a.capu-^* 
chin  behind,  end  fattened  aroijnd  the  waift  with  a 
belt.  Under  the  gown  they  wear  a  waiftcoet  of  the 
fame  materials,  a  coarfe  fhirt,^  trowfer^i  and.  flioes^. 
The  drefs  of  the-women.  is  the  fame,  only  infiead  oB 
trowfers 4hey  wear  petticoats;  and  wJhea  tJiey  leaver 

their 
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thteir  nunnery,  they  WiufHe  up  their  faces  in  tlieir  ca-. 
puchins.  The  diet  of  the  Dunkards  cdnfifts  of  ve- 
getables; but  it  is  no  principle  with  them  to^abftain 
irom  animal  food,  only  they  think  that  fuch  abfti- 
nence  is  mod  agreeable  to  a  chriftian  life.  This 
temperance  emaciates  thdr  bodies,  and,  as  the  meif 
Hfuffer  their  beards  to  grow  to  thdr  foil  length,  gives 
them  a  hollow,  ghaftly  appearance.  Their  beds  are. 
ttothing  more  than  benches;  a  little  block  of  wood 
fences  them  fcH*  a  pillow ;  and  they  celebrate  public 
worflbip  twice  tivery  day,  and  as  often  every  night. 
But  though  fuch  rhodes  of  life  appear  abfurd  and  imr 
pradicable,  the  Dunkards  are  f^r  from  being  extra- 
vagant. Their  chapel  is  very  decent  j  and  they  have 
upoti  e  fine  ftrcaih  s  grift-mill,  a  paper-mill,  an  oil- 
mill,  andiimitl  for  making  pearl  barley,  all  of  them 
vciy  hi^riioufly  conftru<Sed  hj  themfelves :  they  have 
even  "a  printing-prefs,  and  thiey  are,  especially  the 
trand,  -extremely  ingenious  in  working,  and  in  embel- 
Kflmients,  which  they  perform  with  a  variety  ofbeap- 
tifal  eblonrs,  with  Riding,  in  imitation  of  the  initials 
m  attci*nt  manuicripts.  By  thofe  different  manu- 
faj&ureSy  the  piiblic  ftock  6f  this  afcetic  people  is  well 
fof^lied.  Nbtwithftanding  the  two  fexes  live  fepa- 
late  from  each  other  in  their  town,  the  Dunkards  are 
fir  from  being  averfe  to  matrimony.  In  that  cafe, 
the  partii^s  muft  indeed  leave  the  town ;  but  they  are 
fopp^d  <)Ut  of  the  public  fond  with  whatever  is  ne- 
cdiary  for  their  fettling  elfewhere.    Tliis  tbey  do  as 

near 
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ne^rasthey  caq  tfl  Epfcrata,  and  always  fend  thefy 
children  thither  for  their  edupation.  The  Dunkards 
adminifter  baptiiin  by  ^dipping  oi^  plunging,  but  to 
adult  perfons  only.  They  hold  free-will,  and  think 
that  the  doctrine  of  original  fin,  with  regard  to  its  efr 
feiSl  upon  Adam's  pofterity,  is  abfurd  and  impious. 
They  difclaim  violence,  esven  in  cafes  of  felf-defepce; 
and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  defrauded  rather  than  gQ 
to  law.  They  are  exadl  to  the  laft  degree  in  their 
obfervance  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  all  their  prayers  and 
peaching?,  during  their  worfhip,  are  extempore; 
humility,  chaftity,  temperance,  and  other  chriftian 
virtues,  are  commonly  the  fubjedl  of  their  difcourfes; 
and  they  imagine  that  the  fouls  of  Chriitians  aft^ 
death  are  employed  in  converting  thofe  ofth/p  dea<| 
who  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  GofpeL 
The^  deny  the  eternity  of  hell  torments;  but  believe 
in  certain  temporary  ones,  that  will  be  inflifted  oq 
infidels  and  obfliinate  perfons,  who  deny  Chriflt  to  be 

,  their  only  Saviour;  but  ,they  think  that  at  a  certaii^ 
period  all  will  be  admitted  to' the  endlefs  fruition  of 
the  Deity.  A  people  whole  principles  are  fo  haraa-: 
lefs,  and  whofe  pradice  is  fo  fimple  apd  virtuoug, 

'  cannot  be  otherwife  than  happy  on  earth.  Among 
themfelves  they  know  nothing  but  harmony  and  mu^ 
tual  afFe<5lion ;  every  one  chearfuUy  performs,  the  talk 
of  induftry  aSigned  him,  and  their  hofpitality  to 
flrangers  is  unbounded,  but  their  principles  forbid 
them  to  take  any  recompenfe.'* 

Short 
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Short  Account  of  the  Chapel  at  Loretio. 

WE  are  toid  by  the  writers  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  that  the  houfe  or  chamber  in  which 
the  blefled  mother  of  our  Lord  was  born,i  broi%ht 
up,  and.  betrothed  to  her  hufband,  and  in  ^t'hich  (he 
received  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  faluted  hcr,wirfilhc 
news  of  her  miraculous  conception,  was  traDflated  to 
this  place  .from  Nazerethi  by  the  hands  of  angek 
about  the  year  1294,  when  the  Turks  had  overipread 
the  Holy  Land. '  'But  iirfl:  of  all,  thcfe.bleflcd  carijew 
fet.  it  down  in^  Dalm'stliia,  and  placed  it-  on  a]hig^ 
mountain  called  iTeriato,  oh  the  oppdlite  fide  of  ,thc 
Jidriatic,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1291..  Three  ydra 
and  feveri  months  after,  they  remofwd  it  hence,iind 
fet  it  down  in  a  fbreft  within  the.tcrritories  of  £.aca^ 
nata;  but  asthis  fbreft  proved ' a  iraeptacle  6sf 
thieves,  'who  harboured,  there  for  the  fake  of  plunder^ 
irig  the  pilgrim^  of  the.  offerings  w'McATtheybrmiglit 
Id-ti^at  hcA^  plai^,  the  fame  angels  took  it^a  third 
laeie,  ^^d  placed  it  on  the  decliiie  of  aiiill,  about  k 
inBe  farther;  but  a  diipute  happening. -bet^eijhtm 
imthec^  to  whom  tbe^ground  bedongedj  it  fuficred'  t 
^arth  mmoval  ofafisw  yards,  and  Svas/ placed  on^  Ito 
Jtog^ff'highiiviayi  where  it  hath  ftood  jever  finc^  koA  . 
vAkci  ^>pTeveitt^ny  further  removal,  they  havi&^ff^ 
«k6d  id  vrttbin  J  the  walls  o€  a  ^lately  church,,  wfaifil 
Aey  have  built  about  it.  •    » . : .  /  to 

-^¥^txo  i4n6taxa&  at.  holy  houie  is  a.  im8ll;|p«ctiAent 
ei;>:  i  piirtjy 
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partly  built  of  brick  and  partly  of  ftone,  roughly  in- 
termixed, about  32  feet  long,  13  in  breadth,  and  17 
inketgbt;  it  is  coarfe  and  plain^  and  without' aiiy 
fbundation. 

It  had  originally  but  one  door  and  one  window, 
thou^  there  has  been  two  doors  added  to  it  for  the 
convenience  of  vifitors ;  the  angel  is  fuppofed  to  hare 
mtered  the  window,  which  is  about  3  feet  high,  and 
not  quite  10  broad;  it  is  now  adorned  with  a  rich 
iilver  grate. 

T|ie  Virgin,  or  Lady,  is  in  a  niche  in  this  apart- 
ment |  ihe  is  about  4  feet  high,  ^  of  cedar  wood,  ikid 
to  be  carried  by  St.  Luke.  Her  hair  hangs  looie, 
after  tiie  manner  of  the  Nazarcnes. ' 
.  She  has  i  great  number  of  changes  of  raitnent, 
jwhich  are  odmrottde  value,  being  enriched  with  a 
great  profoficm  of  precious  ftones.  The  moft  gloria 
oub  of  all  is  her  triple  crown,  whkh,  with  alittleoiie 
to  fet  on  her  child*s  head^  was  prefented  to  her  by 
Xewis  XIII.  of  France;  they  are  both  oiioaffygql^ 
i)ilt  £b  enridied  with  diamonck^  pearls,  &c»  that  they 
^atsAt  the  eyes  of  beholders;  The  altar  was  jk^ee 
tended  to  have  been  made  by  the  ApoiHejBt)  bat  that 
on  which  they  celebrate  mafs  at  this  time,  ia  a  ineg^ 
tizficent  one  of  maflive  filver,  givep  by  Cdfaiq^Ii. 
JEMx  of  Tufcany,  and  befb'e  it  is  a  lamp  of  gold  as 
faavy  as  two  men  can  carry,  given  by  the/Retnddfe 
^Venice*  .       .  .      '      t'J 

:"  JUtiOi^  o^et  rich  things  there  areu&.catidte* 
.  ■  fticlLf 
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flicks  of  maffiye  gold,  faid  to  ^eigh  37  pounds  ea^I^^ 
We  ihouH.  know  no  cud  w^ere  we  to  attempt  tp  ewn 
ja^mte  the  treafurpft  d'.thia  placet;  j^^  is  kept  ;iQ  ft  %a^ 
ci<His  chan^ber,  like  ^  chapel,  40  paces  long,'  f^^drl^, 
wid^,  in  which  t^ere  are  17  large  prdje^,  with-fplfi^ 
ing  doors,  with  ^  ftrong  wire  of  filver  bfifppe:  t|)?m; 
thefe  are  filled  with  ornaments  of  pure  gold,  pr  with 
jewels  bf  great  value,  for  lilver  is  not  admitted  into 
this,  pl^ce,  but^^iejg  in  isonfufed  feeaps^  'm  4ifferpn^; 
places.  .  I  flxall  conclude  this  fhort  accowt^  With  an 
obfervation  or  two  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Addifon. 
**  T^he  riches  in  the  Holy  Houfe  and  treasures  a»e 
fuiprifingly  great,  and  as  much  furpafled  my  cxpec* 
tatioa  af  other*  hayc  Sfi^^^Wy  falfeii  tfl^wt  p^  Jj.  S^iU 
y^can  here  fc^rcc  fip4  admiflipPf  ^i>d  gGjldJtfelf 
loob  but  poofijy.^n^ng  fupb  a^.  ni^^d^^  mmheaf 
ofprficicHi^  flones.  Jf  is  indeed;  ^n  am^9grtj>ii?gt9 
f^  {^h  a  prodigious  quantity  of  richies  Jifie  dead  fiXii 
untouched  in  the  midfi:  pf  4p  njpeh  poT^y  and  ndi^ 
ictyas  reigns  oxgall  fi4es  of  them,  ai^d  i^hjch,  we^rp 
^y  turned  into  current  (join,  and  Wfely  p^apJoy^fJ 
lake  ti)e  Eop^'s  dpminiQii&.th^ 
)ulent  i^  ^U  Europe,"    J,  Wu 

[  Italy  has  lately  eapt^r^ed  this 
7ife,  as  it  is  call^-'  ;ft  i?  feid 
ire  was  removed,  "b^i;it  .tl^t  jl^je 
the  hands  of  the  %tnheU^v0ri. 
h  wiH  fet  ypon  tive  ^1,  we  do 
?    '  pot 
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nbf  know.  But  moft  likely  they  are  of  the  fame  mind 
tpfth^the- Pope,  who  fhewed  his  burining' by  taking 
eft*;  'of  the  treafure,  while  he  left  the  miraculous 
Sna^  to  take  care  of  itfelf.  Cotild  they  have  had  the 
gold  and  jewel  s,  it  is  thought  they  would  have  been 
fatisfied  to  have  gone  without  the  image. 


Coniintuition  of  the  Li/i  of  Englijk   Writers y  upon  the 
Do&rine  of  the  Rejioration.    From  page  27- 

[JV.  ^.  Thk  Article  Jhould  have  been  in  ourfecond 
Number y  but  was  omitted^ 

ARCHBISHOP  Tillotfon  is  the  next  writer 
which  we  fhall  mention  on  this  fubje6l.  Few 
authors  have  ever  written  with  more  (imple  elegance 
than  this  eminent  man,  or  with  more  ferious  regard 
to  tlie  practical  part  of  religion ;  for  which  he  was 
defcrvedly  admired  in  his  day,  and  has  been  much 
cjfteemed,  by  the  beft  judges,  ever  fince.  Yet  he  did 
not  feem  to  think,  that  the  perpetual  preaching  of 
endlefs  damnation  was  the  happieft  or  moft  likely  me- 
thod of  reclaiming  linners.  His  own  words  are  as 
follow : 

^  There  is  this  remarkable  difference  between  pro-- 
^  mifes  and  threatningSy  that  he  who  promifeth  pafleth 

*  over  a  right  to  another,  and  thereby  ftands  obliged 

*  to  him,  in  juftice  and  faithfulnefs,  to  make  good  his 

*  promife;  and  if  he  do  not,  the  party  to  whom  the 

promife 
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^  ptattiiCt  is  injide^  is  not  "only  difappointcd,  but  inju- 

*  rioufly  dealt  withal :  but  in  the  threatnings,  it  is 
^qijite  qtherwife.  He  that  threatens,  keeps  the 
*'  right  of  punilhing  in  his  own  hands,  and  is  not 
^  obliged  to  execute  what  he  hath  threatned,  any 

*  further  than  the  reafons  and  ends  of  government 

*  do  require:  and  he  may,  without  injury  to  the  par- 
^  ty  threatned,  remit  and  abate  as  much  as  he  pleaf- 
'  eth  of  the  punilhment  that  he  hath  threatned :  and 
^  becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  is  not  worfe,  but  better  than 
^  his  word,  nobody  can  find  fault  or  complain  of  any 
'  wrong,  or  injuftice  thereby  done  to  him.  Nor  is 
^  this  any  impeachment  of  God's  truth  and  faithful- 
^  nefs,  any  more  than  it  is  efteemed  among  men  a 

/  piece  of  falfliood  not  to  do  what  they  have  threat- 
'  ned.  God  did  abfolutely  threaten  the  deftrucftion 
^  of  Nineveh,  and  his  peevijh  prophet  did  underftand 
^  his  threatning  to  be  abfolute,  and  was  very  angry 

*  with  God  for  employing  him  in  a  meflage  that  was 
^  not  made  good.      But  God  underftood  his  own 

*  right,  and  did  what  he  pleafed,  notwithftanding  the 

*  threatning  he  had  denounced;  notwithftanding  that 

*  Jonah  was  fo  touched  in  honour,  that  he  had  rather 

*  him/elf  had  died,  than  that  Nineveh  fliould  not  have 

*  been  deftroyed,  only  to  have  verified  his  meflage^* 
See  Tillotfons  fourth  Vol.  of  Sermons  on  the^  Divine 
Threatnings.  ;  ,  ,  ; 

William  Whifton,  M.  A:  Weforof  jMathema- 
tics  at  Cambridge.     This  Angular,  but  honeft  man, 

P  2  fufFered 
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fuiafered  much  for  the  plain  rtvowal  of  hi*  fSi^niejiitS 
in  itiany  relpe6ls.  It  fhould  feem  thai  he  thought 
fecrets  in  religion  were  not  cortfiftetit  with  the  Chrif- 
tian  charafter.  He  therefore  always  avowed  his  opi- 
nions with  the  greateft  candour.  In  hii  piece,  ^  The 
Eternity  of  Hell  Tomtenis  confidered^  page  131,  he 
fays,  '  All  I  can  fee  any  hope  for,  \&  future  to  the  world 

*  to  come,  and  to  the  ne^tt  age  after  the  dcftrudlion 
^  of  the  bodies  of  the  wicked  in  Gehenna,  at  the  fe- 
'  nerd  refurredion.  I  mean  as  the  prophet  Eidras 
'  feems  to  hint,  that  there  may  be  in  the  utmlbft 

bowels  of  the  compaffion  of  the  Almighty,  another 

*  refurredion,  and  another  time  of  trial  allotted  to 

*  thofe  miferable  creatut'es  fdmewhere,  in  which  rrviny^ 
^  or  all  of  them  may  poltibly  be  recovered,  ahd  fevcd 
'^  at  laft,  by  the  infinite  indulgence  atid  love  of  their 
'Creator/ 

Dr.  Thomas  Burnet,  Maftet-pf  the  Charter  tlotife. 
He  was  the  author  df  a  very  ing^enious'  Work  call-' 
ed,  '  The  Theory  of  the  lEafth.'  In  his  Treatife  Con- 
cerning the  State  of  Departed  Sonh,  &c.  he  lays,  ^*It  is 

*  my  opinion,  that  we  ou^ht  ftrtnly  to  adhere  to  tiiat 
<  rule  for  the  interpretatibn' of  Scripture,  which  has 

*  been  received  by  Divides,  That  without  ahjhlute  ne-* 
'  ctjjity,  ix?^  ought  not  to  defdri-from  the  letter.  Then 
^  in  the  next  place,  we  are  to  inquire,  whether  the 
f  duration  of  eternal  punifhment  is  not  repugnant  to 

*  manifeft  reafons,  and  invincible '  arguments :  for  if 
^  this  is  the  cafe,  the  nioft  rigid  cenfurers  ought  to 

excufe 
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^  eseufe  us,  if  in  this  point  we  diflent  from  the  com* 

*  Mfton  idterpretetion.     The  foul  flies  from  the  very 

*  thought^  and  abhoii  the  remembrance  of  everlafl?- 
'ing  mifery;  and  feveral  things  have  occurred  to 
^  mty  whiie  I  have  been  thinking  on  this  fubjeiS; 

*  by  which  I  am  fenfible,  that  others  have  been  pcr£- 

*  fuaded,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that  God  neither  will,  nor 

*  can  endure  the  perpetual  afflidlion,  and  torment  of 

*  his  own  creatures— —"1 ^that  God  fhould  con-^ 

f  dttnn  his  own  creatures  to  a  ftate  of  eternal  mifo* 

*  ry^  and  fhould  retain  them  in  that  ftate,  feems  to 

*  be  tepttgnant  to  divine    wifdom    and    goodnefs, 

*  and  I  may  add  likcwife  to  jufticei  I  fay  repugnairt 
^  to  wifdom;  for  a  ftate  like  this,  of  everlafting  and 
f  unchangeable  mif«a*y,  would  be  in  vain,  and  of  no 
**  ufe,  and  therefore  unwife  and  unworthy  of  God; 
'for  a  torment  without  ceflation,  and  without  end, 
'  can  neither  be  of  fervice  to  God,  nor  to  man,'  kc. 
See  page  348, 

William  Law,  M.  A.  This  very  pious  writer  is 
well  known  by  his  works,  and  much  efteemed  by 
fiich  Chriftians  as  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  divine  truth* 
In  his  Letters,  page  175,  he  fays,  ^  As  for-  the  puri- 
^  fication  of  all  human  nature,  either  in  this  world^ 
,*  or  in  fome  after  ages,  I  fully  believe  it.* 

Dr.  Hartley,  autbcM*  of  Paradife  Reftored,  page 
476.  *- Their  employment  and  delight  is  love;  their 
^  hearts,  and  every  pulfe  beat  love^  it  is  the  elcmcilt 

*  of  their  life,  their  fummum  hohum^  attd  thc\x/um»iuhi 
^  totum.     Perhaps  the  very  angels  ftretch  not  further 

*  into 
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^  into  the  vaft  expanfe  of  love,  than  fome  of  tfaei6 
^  (the  inhabitants  of  Paradife)  have  done,  for  they  love 

*  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  paiTeth  knowledge*; 
^  and  therefore  they  love  all  God*s  creatures,  in  Hea*^ 

*  ven  and  fiarth:  and  as  charity  hopeth  all  things; 

*  fo  as  far  as  hope  can  go,  they  love;  now  hope  can 
^  reach  to  the  loweft  pit  of  hell,  and  hope  that  Jefus 

*  Chrift  (whofe  love  furely  equals  our  hope)  will,  in 

*  fome  remote  ages  of  eternity,  by  an  omnipotent  a6l 

*  of  his  love,  caufe  mercy  to  triumph  over  judgments 

*  reverie  the  fentence  which  flri6l  juftice  hath  pafled 
^  on  fallen  man,  and  fallen  angels,  give  to  them  both 

*  power  for  repentance;  add  to  their  repentance  faith, 
^  and  to  their  faith  charity;  that  {o  blefled  again  with 

*  the  renewal  of  the  Divine  image,  by  the  redeeming 

*  mercy  of  him  whofe  power  created  them,  they  may 

*  arife  from  their  beds  of  penal  long-enduring  fire,  to 
*join  the  heavenly  hoft  in  praifes  to  thp  Eternal 
^  King,  and  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  no  longer  pecca- 
^  ble  as  before,  but  ftanding  firm  on  the  fure  bafis  of 

*  never-ceafing,  ever-grateful  love,  amen.'  See  alfo 
Obfervations  on  the  Nature,  Powers,  and  Expedla- 
tions  of  Man. 

Mr.  Morfay,  author  of  Difcourfes,  printed  in  Scot- 
land, 1749,  page  165  ;  fpeaking  of  the  refurre<ftion, 
he  feys,  *  Efau  and  Pharoah  Ihall  not  be  excluded 

*  from  this  aft  of  grace,  glory  be  to  God  in  the  high- 

*  eft;  for  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  even  to  the 
'  moft  unfathomable  depths,  fliall  be  fubjeded  unto 

*our 
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•  our  Godj,  and  to  his  Chrift;  thou  wilt  bring  back 

*  all  into  thy  fheepfold,  there  fhall  not  be  one  want- 

Mng." 

(To  he  continued.) 


ANECDOTES, 

INTOLERANCE. 

WHEN  the  King  of  Pruffia  entered  Silefia  the 
firft  time,  a  little  proteftant  town,  jeatloim 
of  a  catholic  village,  came  humbly  to  requeft  p^^ 
miffion  of  the  King,  to  put  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  to  the  fword.  The  king  replied  to  the  depu- 
ties, "  If  that  village  were  to  alk  my  permiffion  to 
'^'  cut  your  throats,  would  you  think  I  did  well  ia 
^^  granting  it  ?"  ^^  Oh,  gracious  Sovereign,'*  faid  the 
de5)uties,  "  that  would  be  a  very  different  thing,  w^ 
*'  are  of  the  true  church'* 


CANDOR, 

THE  good  Bifliop  Linefius  laid  to  thofe  who  were 
cmplo3ned  to  confecrate  him,  *'  I  muft  acquaint  you, 
"  that  I  will  neither  deceive,  nor  force  the  confciencc 
'*  of  any  man.  I  will  allow  every  man  peaceably  to 
'^  retain  his  own  opinions,  and  I  will  adhere  to  mine* 
*^  I  will'  not  teach  any  thing  which  I  do  not  believe. 
^^  If  you  will  confecrate  me  on  thefe  conditions,  I 
^  confent,  if  not  I  renounce  the  Biihoprick." 

A  HINT 
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A  HINT  ON  EDUCATION. 

THE  father  of  a  family  is  not  the  keeper  of  a  pri* 
ion,  to  fubdue  his  children  by  blows  and  hard  lat)or : 
^ut  be  appears  like  himfelf  when  he  refembles  a  wife 
and  placid  Patriarch.  He  fhould  give  no  fullen  or^ 
ders,  no  hard  ftem  commands  accompanied  with 
threatnings,  (not  to  ^aderftand)  but  to  get  by  heart 
what  cannot  be  ^ndcrijood,  and  ^hat  Acreforc  the 
pain  qf  learning  prepare  ttte  lieart  tQ  abhor.  Maa  is 
2r  iK)bie  creature,  aji4  ^  little  ^aa^  in  the  arms  of  hi3 
mpl^ri  is?i  little  image  of  Qod.  Providence  givc^ 
416  children,  each,  with  this.ciiarge,  take  this  ^hildnni 
m^ffe  it  for  me:  tafce  cafe  of  its  healt:h,  cherifti  its  uiv- 
derilanding,  forpi' its  maimers,  prepare  it  tp.  be  a  ci- 
tizen of  the  Heaverdy  Jerujaleniy^  a  companion  of  an^. 
gels,  and  ^  the  ffirtts.ofjufi  men  ifiade  ^rfe£l^  Far- 
be  it  from  you  to  fpend  life  in  contending  for  maA 
tery  with  them,  ip  fubduing  a  free  born  foul  into  the 
fervile  temper  of  a  flave,  in  applying  the  difpipline  of 
a  meer  animal  to  a  creature  endowed  with  reafon  an4 
Ibnfe,  in  bringing  forward  ibrrow  before  the  calami-, 
ties  of  life  ci)lige  them  to  iiffer  and  to  mourn,  in  ne- 
gledling  to  cultiv^e  ^  foil  fo  y^  improveable:  far 
frwn  your  habitati^iijiste  s\\  fuch  methods  of  mifms^;^ 
paging  childrei>. 


FREE 
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FREE  ENQUIRY. 

FREE  ENQUIRY  in  Religion,  is  ejential  to  the 
virtue  6f  a  charadler.  The  virtue  of  man  conflfts  iti 
his  making  ufe  of  all  his  oivn  faculties,  not  in  be- 
lieving that  other  men  have  made  a  virtuous  ufe  of 
theirs.  Now,  it  is  poffible,  a  man  may  make  ufe  of 
all  his  faculties,,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  perceive  the 
e\ddence  of  fome  opinions,  which  are  called  articles 
of  faith,  and  confequently  he  may  doubt  the  truth 
of  thofe  articles,  yea  it  is  necejfary  to  the  virtue  of 
his  chara£ter  that  he  fhould  doubt  them ;  for  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  believe  without  proof,  and  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  profefs  to  believe  what  he  does 
not  believe.  Let  us  not  be  fo  weak  as  to  imagine; 
tiiat  a  m^n  cannot  think  juftly  unlefs  he  thinks  as 
we  do.  Let  us  allow  that  his  juftice  confifts  in 
thinking,  and  reafoning,  and  ailing,  as  well  as  he 
can,  and  that  he  is  accountable  for  pll  this  only  to 
one  majler^  even  Chrijt.  As  freedom  of  thought  is  the 
parent  and  guardian  of  all  virtue,  fo  the.want'bf  it  is 
the  nurfe  of  all  vice,  and  particularly  of  that  general' 
difpofition  to  all  fin,  I  mean  fervility.  Alowfervilfefeul; 
habituated  nottothinkforitfelf,  but  to  be  led  by  a  guide, 
is  prepared  for  the  cbmmiffion  of  any  crime,  or  the  be- 
lief of  any  abfurdity,  that  a  mercenary  guide  may  find 
convenient  to  enjoin.  Were  I  difpofed  to  fiilk  a 
foul  into  the  loweft  degree  of  wretchedncfs,  either 
as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  or  as  a  inembei*of  a  church, 
J  would  inculcate  with  all  my  might  a  fpirit  of  fei^- 

VoL.L       ,  Q  y^ity. 
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vility,  and  that  would  anfwer  my  end  better  thaa 
any  other  method  in  the  worid.  I  would  not  fliock 
a  man  with  the  founds  of  perjury  and  blafphemy, 
in^piety  to  God,  and  injuftice  to  men :  but  I  would 
•gently  inform  him,  that  he  was  a  poor  depraved 
foolifti  creature,  not  able  to  judge  between  good  «i4 
evil,  truth  and  error,  and  that  he  would  difcovei* 
great  arrogance  if  he  thought  otherwife:  but  that  J 
was  a  wife  and  a  facred  man,  wifhing  well  to  hi^ 
foul,  and  that  by  believing  what  I  faid  to  be  true, 
^d  by  doing  what  I  directed  to  be  done,  he  would 
be  pious,  and  fafe^  and  happy.  There  is  therefor^  ^ 
no  virtue,  but  a  great  fund  of  iniquity  in  implicit 
faith."  R, 


THE  BIBLE,  a  fragment. 
CANDIDUS  alked  the  poor  woman  if  ftie  loved 
the?ible?— ^^  Ah !  mailer,"  faid  fhe,"I  ^^wnoBible.". 
•^  I  am  forry  for  that,"  faid  he,  *^  but  I  have  gqt 
one  in  my  pocket,  which  I  will  give  you."  '^  Blefs 
your  good  heart,"  exclaimed  tlie  old  woman, "  I  wifli 
you  was  ovlv  fquire,  you  would  do  a  world  of  good 
amo^ig  u^  poor  foU^s." — '^  Here  good  wom^n,  t^be 
It/!  iaid  he,  "  and  God  grant  that  you  may  find  a$ 
much  comfort  in  reading  it,  as  I  have  done."  The 
look,,  the  tone  of  voice,  the  a6lion,  and  the  pious 
wiih  of  Candidus 'afFe(3:^d  her — ^The  tern's  flatted 
into  her  eyes  ;  fhe  wiped  them  off  with  the  comer  of 

her 
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her  old  checked  apron,  which  was  very  clean,  and 
had  been  patched  and  darned  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  but  fhe  did  not  take  the  book.  "  I  am  a  poor 
woman,"  faidfhe.  ^^  The  poor  have  the  Gofpel  preach- 
ed to  them,"  laid  Candidus.  '^lam  a  veryy&;i^/^  cr^- 
ture,*'  continued  fhe,  ^^  God preferveth  th^flmphy^ 
feid  Candidus.  ^^This  book  will  tell  you  fo,  it  i^ 
God's  own  word.  He  will  give  you  inftru6tion  in 
reading  it,  and  make  you  wife  to  falvation.  Takef 
it  good  woman,  take  it,  it  will  do  your  heart  good.'* 
"Alas!"  faid  fhe,  "  I  be  no  fchoUard^  I  have  no 
hmingy  mafler,  the  worfe  luck  fox  me;  I  can't 
read,  not  I,  I  wifh  I  could.  I  be  a  poor  widor  only.'^ 
^  God  IS  the  hujband^  of  the  widow^^'  faid  Candidus, 
''  and  the  father  of  the  fafherlefsr  ''  Don't  yott 
think  that  God  loves  you  ?'*  '^  I  don't  know,"  faid 
flie,  looking  cameftly  at  him.  Candidus  told  her 
that  God  was  Jove. — ^That  he  did  not  hate  any  of  hi^ 
creatures. — ^That  he  was  good  to  all. — ^That  he- 
pitied  the  finful  flate  of  all — That  he  had  given^ 
his  deal'  fon  to  die  for  all. — ^And  was  not  willing* 
Of^  fhould  perifh,  but  was  ready  to  pardon  all,  and 
to  feve  them.  She  liftened  with  eager  attention ;' 
Candidtis  went  on,  and  told  her  that  God  had  cho- 
fen  the  poor  of  this  world,  to  be  rich  in  faith,  and- 
bdrs  of  falvation.  That  though  poverty  had  its' 
ifiaiiy  trials,  yet  that  the  poor  might  be  faved,  as* 
wdl  as  the  rich.  He  repented  and  explained  to 
her  the  parable  of  Lazarus  the  begg-ar,  and  the  wick- 

QJ2  ed 
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cd  rich  man.  .  Her  eyes  gliftened  with  joy ;  Can- 
didus  paufed.  She  continued  fome  time  filent* 
At  laft  flie  faid,  "  Then  Jefus  Chrift  did  not  hate 
poor  people,  did  he,  mailer  ?"  ^^No,  indeed/'  faid 
Candidus,  ^^  Jefus  Chrift  loved  the  poor.  He  was  a 
poor  man  himfelf  when  he  was  upon  earth,  and 
had  not  fo  much  as  a  houfe  of  his  own,  to  lay  his 
head  in.  And  he  ftill  loves  the  poor.  But  I  wifli 
you  could  read ;  however,  I  will  tell  you  a  ftory. 
I  knew  a  poor  aged  widow,  who  loved  the  Bible,  but 
Jhe  could  not  read,  neither  could  {he  live  without 
hearing  it  read ;  fo  much  pleafure  and  inftrudlion 
did  fhe  derive  from  hearing '  the  Scriptures.  ,  She 
lived  in  a  lone  place,  and  the  family  where  fhe  lodged 
could  not  read ;  but  there  was.  one  more  cottage 
near,  and  in  it  a  little  boy,  a  fhepherd's  fon,:who 
could  read  :  but  he  loved  to  play,  he  was  not  fond  of 
reading  the  Bible.  The  old  widow  ufed  to  rife  an 
hour  fooner  in  a  morning,  to  fpin  a  halfpenny  more, 
to  give  the  little  boy  to  read  a  chapter  to  her  of  an 
evening..  He  readily  agreed  to  this.  And  the  poor, 
woman  faid,  it  made  her  life  happy  that  ihe  could 
hear  God's  word  every  day."  "  O  dear,  matter," 
faid  the  poor  woman,  *^  I  fpin,  I  get  my  living  by 
fpinning.  And  I  will  get  up  fooner  and  fpin  more. 
S^l  Johnfon  our  thatcher's  datur,  can  read,  fhe  will 
read  to  me,  if  I  give  her  a  halfpenny  a  day."  "  Take 
the  Bible,"  faid  Candidus,  "  and  may  God  give  you 
underftanding  in  it." 

It 
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.  It  was,  about  a  year  afterwards  that  Candidus  hap- 
pened to  come  that  way  again.  He  called  on  the 
poor  widow ;  fhe  received  his  vifit  with  tears  of 
joy.  *^  She  faid  it  was  a  good  day  t9  her,  when 
God  fent  him  that  way,  to  give  her  ft  Bible^ 
and  to  dire6l  her  how  to  get  it  read  to  her.-^That 
Sal  Johnfon  was  a  good  girl  and  feared  God,  and 
had  long  read  to  her  without  being  paid,  for  fhe 
would  not  take  the  mbney.     And  as  for  herfelf,  fhe 

now  knew  that  God  loved  her.     And  fhe  trufted 
« 

that  fhe  loved  God.  That  fhe  lived  contented,  and 
believed  fhe  fhould  die  in  peace.'* 

An  injlance  of  the ^r apical  Good Effe^s  oftheDoSrlne  of 

LIMITED    PUNISHMENT. 

IN  a  village,  well  known  to  the  Editor,  there  lives 
a  perfon  who  believes  the  Do6lrine  of  the  Reftitii- 
tion  of  all  Things.  We  will  call  him  A.  He  had  a 
neighbour  whom  we  will  call  B.  a  man  whofe  reli- 
gion was  like  that  of  the  refl  of  the  world.  Another 
jieighbour  6f  the  fame  call,  whom  we  will  callC. 
had  done  B.  an  ill  turn.  B.  was  fenfible  of  it,  but 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  refeiit  it  as  he  wifhed. 
He,  therefore,  kept  a  fenfe  of  the  injury  in  his  mind, 
and  waited  for  a  proper  fcafon  of  revenge.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf,  and  B. 
had  it  in  his  power  to  take  his  revenge  with  intereft. 
Pleafed  with  the  profpec^:,  he  came  to  his  neighbour 
A.  ^nd  told  him  the  cafe,  and  feemed  to  anticipate 

th^ 
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the  htMa6tion  c^  rcrenge.     A.  attended  to  his  tale, 
but  perfuaded  him  from  his  purpofe,     B.  feemed  re- 
folded on  vengeance/    "I  know/'  faid  he,  ^*'yott 
tbwik  I  ihall  be  eternally  damnedr     "  No,"  faid  A. 
^*  I  don't  bcliev®  yovt  or  any  man  will  be  fo,  I  bo- 
Mwt  that  every  linner  will  be  punifhed  according  to 
hbiW-irfe;),  but  that  ail  pmiifliment  will  come  to  an 
erid,  'Aet  ^  every  (inner  will  be  humbled  at  laft  by 
hi8  pumOmient ;  and  be  reconciled  to  God,  by  the 
liteo*  of  the  erofe."     **  What,"  faid^  B. ''  not  eternally 
ditmnickt  I  thought  that  every  Chriftian  had  believed 
in  everlqfting  damnation'*     "  Not  quite  every  one," 
!&id  A,  "  for  I  don't :  and  I  know  many  others  that 
don't.     Neither  do  I  believe  that' the  Scriptures 
teach  any  fuch  do^rine."     "  I  am  fure,"  faid  B.  ^^  I 
havd  read  in  the  Bible  of  eternal  punifliment,  and 
cverlafting    damnation."      A.  explained  to  B.  the< 
Scriptural  acceptation  of  thofe  words,  and  referred 
him  to  the  cverlafting  priefthood  of  Aaron  and  his 
fons,  which  was  ceafed :  to  the  everlafting  covenant 
of  circumcifion,  which  was  abolifhed :  to  the  ever- 
lafting hills>  which  will  be  deftroyed  i.n  the  general 
conflagration,  &c.      A.  went  on  to  fay  that  God 
loved  all  men:  that  Chrift  died  for  all :  that  all  judg- 
ment was  given  into  the  hand  of  Chrift :  that  he  would 
inflift  on  fome  finners  few^i^ts^  and  others  m^«y; 
but  on  every  one  that  number  which  his  iniquity, 
deferved.     A.  befought  his  neighbour  not  to  increafe 
his  own  damnation  by  the  a6l  which  he  had  in  view.  . 
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B;  liftened  with  attention,  and  faid,  ^*  If  that  were 
the  cafe,  he  thought  there  was  fome  hope  £or  Jiiw." 
He  promifed  that  he  woi^ld  not  tal^e  t^e  revenge 
which  was  in  his  power.  ^^  I  thought/'  faid  he, 
"  that  I  muft  be  eternally  damned,  and  fb  it  did  not 
(ignify  whether  I  was  damned  for  much  fin,  or  a  litfley 
according  to  the  old  Proverb,  I  thought  I  flight  a^ 
well  be  hanged  for  2ijheep^  as  a  Jamb.^'^ 


SAMSON'S  FOXES. 

^^  And  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  reaping  of  the  wheats 
*^  that  Samfon  vifited  his  wife  wij:h  a  kid  of  th« 
^  goats.  And  he  faid,  I  will  go  in  unto  my  wife^ 
^  to  her  inner  chamber,  but  her  father  would  wA 
^^  permit  hini  to  enter;  but  her  fether  faid.  Be- 
'^  caufe  I  thought  thou  hadft  utterly  hated  her, 
^^  therefore  I  g^ve  her  to  thy  friend ;  is  not  her 
*^  younger  fifl[^x'  fairer  than  Ihe?  Now  fhe  (hall  be 
"  thine  in  place  of  her. 

*^  Then  faid  Samfori^unto  them,  I  am  made  clear  as 
**  at  other  times  froni  the  Philiftines,  therefore  I 
^^  (will)  prepare  evil  againft  them. 

^  And  Samfon  went  and  feized  three  hundrwi 
^^  (wheat)  Aeaves,  and  he  took  torches,  and  he 
^^  tam^  them  end  to  end,  and  he  placed  a  torch 
*'  in  the  middle  betwixt  the  two  ends,  and  he 
*  lighted  the  torches,  and  he  threw  them  intp  the 
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*^  iiation  of  the  Philiftines,  and  he   burnt  up  the 
**  heap  of  com,  and  beyond  the  ftation,  even  be- 
•     *^  yond  the  vine  (and)  olive  (yard). 

THE  long  credit  that  has  been  given  to  an  error, 
is  no  greater  proof  of  its  truth,  than  the  many 
ages  in  which  Divine  Revelation  has  been  obfcured, 
is  an  argument  to  prove  its  faliity.  A  diamond  is 
equally  fo,  whether  it  lay  buried  beneath  its  native 
cruft,  or  fparkle  with  beaming  luftre  from  the  hands 
4Df  the  polifher.  The  fubje6t  which  I  have  chofen 
for  this  criticifm,  has,  by  infidels,  been  efteemed  an 
unanfwerable  argument  againft  Holy  Writ.  "  Be- 
caufe,"  fay  they,  ^^  in  Paleftine  there  are  no  foxes ; 
Samibn  could  not  therefore  catch  three  hundred  of 
them;  and  if  this  book  would  in  one  inftance  impofe 
romance  upon  mankind  for  truth,  it  would  do  the 
lame  in  any  other;  impofition  is  therefore  its  inten- 
tion, and  the  fpoils  of  the  credulous  its  reward.** 
This  reafoning  is  mofl  undoubtedly  good,  but  the 
premifes  fhould  be  proved  before^vthe  inference  is 
drawn.  It  is  poffible  errors  m^y,  have  efcaped  in  the 
tranflating  a  dead  language,  and  a  wife  man  would 
deliberate  and  examine  with  circumfpe6lion  the  ori- 
ginal, before  he  reje6Ved  a  book  fo  beautiful  in  itfelf; 
becaufe  it  might  be  injured  by  being  tranflatcd  from 
the  Hebrew,  is  the  doing  of  which  it  was  at  firft  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Greek  feptuagint,  and 
the  Syri^c  and  Arabic  languages,  by  which,  with  the 
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affiftance  of  the  Latin,  it  was  at  laft  turned  into  Eng- 
lifh.  If  dirt  tarnifheth  the  gold,  it  is  no  reafon  for 
flinging  the  gold  away,  but  rather  for  wiping  off  the 
filth,  that  the'  gold  may  fhine  in  all  its  former  bril- 
liancy. It  is  but  the  alteration  of  one  word  that  is 
neceflary  to  render  this  whole  paflage  perfedlly  coh- 
fiftent  with  reafon.  But  as  the  whole  of  it  contains 
a  delcription  of  ancient  manners,  I  fhall  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  every  part  of  it. 

It  was  in  the  days  of  the  wheat  harveft  v  not  at  a 
time  when  the  corn  was  barely  ripe  enough  to  cut, 
but  when  the  reaper  had  put  in  his  fickle  and  began 
to  reap  the  corn.  It  was  in  thefe  days  of  mirth  and 
fefliyity,  that  Samfon,  with  a  prefent  in  his  hand, 
went  to  vifit  his  wife;  from  whom,  on  account  of  her 
betraying  his  confidence,  he  had  been  eflranged;  in- 
fpired  by  the  gaiety  of  the  feafon,  love  overcame  his 
refentment,  and  made  him  defire  even  to  acknow-» 
ledge  himfclf  to  be  in  fault,  or  at  leafl  by  making 
her  a  prefent,  leem  to  take  the  blame  of  their  pall 
difcord  upon  himfelf  The  ancients  had  an  idea 
that  every  crime  might  be  effaced  by  prefents,  and 
attributed  to  them  an  irreliflible  power  in  appeafing 
hatred,  wrath,  or  revenge.     9  111.  Ajax  fays. 

If  a  brother  bleed, 
Oi[i  juft  atonement  we  remit  the  deed ; 
A  fire  the  flaughter  of  his  fon  forgives ; 
The  price  of  blood  difc&arg'd,  the  nHjrdVer  lives; 
The  baughtieft  hearts  at  length  their  rage  refign, 
And  gifte  can  conquer  evVy  Ibul  but  thine. 

Vol.  I.  •     R  Every 
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Every  ?ge  h^a^  ite  mfinaers;  thofe  crfancienjttimes^ 
a^e  marked  with  fimplicity^  and  a  nearer  referablance 
to  the  condud  of  the  Deity  in  his  Providence,  than 
are  the  cuftoms  of  the'  prefcnt  day.  To  fatisfy  the 
law,  is  the  word  now  ufed ;  to  give  fuch  fatisfac- 
tjon  a?  might  reconcile  the  party  injured,  was  the 
term  they  ufed;  we  fee)c  to  protedl  rights  and  pro- 
perty^ they  fought  to  unite  man  to  roan  by  mutual 
love.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  a  great  teflimony  in 
^vour  of  the  authenticity  of  an  ancient  book,  is  the 
fimijarity  of  mann^-s  reprefented  in  it,  witjlj  tl^Qfp 
that  were  the  prev^Jent  cuftoms  of  the  tjien  tipnies. 
Yhis  hiftofy  of  Samibn  might  very  eafily  be  exempli- 
fied and  fupported,  by  the  acknowledged  cuftonis  of 
ancient  times,  taken  fro^i  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  hfeathen  writers.  Thus  the  language  of  tt^e  pre- 
^nt  day  when  a  mai^  pay$  his  addreiies  to  a  womaii^ 
13,  what  has  flie  got?  but  of  thofe  days,  what  mn&  I 
give  for  her,  or  what  prefents  fhall  I  give  to  Ijer 
fiends,  th*t  I  may  teflify  my  love.  Thus  when 
Agamemnon,  defirous  of  appealing  the  wrath  6£ 
iVx^billes,  ojSers  him  one  of  hi*  three  daughto^  for  a 
wife,  he  enhances  the  value  of  it  by  faying,  *^  He  ajt^s 
no  prefents,  no  rewards  for  love."  And  Saipfon,  ac- 
cording to  the  cyftom  c^  the  young  men  of  his  time, 
made  a  feaft,  entertaining  thirty  Philiftines,  that  his 
wife's  parents  had  introduced  to  him,  to  be  his  com* 
panions.  "  And  he  faid,  I  will  go  in  unto  my  wife, 
to  her  inn^  chamber."     Amongft  the  Heathens,  as 
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Weill  i»  the  IfraeKtes,  matri^e  v^i  confiddred  in  d 
light  tery  different  frbnr  what  it  ilow  is.  Men  did  not 
marry  to  acquire  property,  but  they  purchafed  a  Wiffe 
that  might  be  a  help  meet  for  them  by  taking  care  of 
every  dotofdlic  coHcent,  whilfl:  the  man  looked  afte^ 
his  form  and  his  merchandife.  Hbme  was  to  the  man 
a  place  of  reft  and  enjoyment.  In  his  riling  offspring 
he  cfifcerned  fb  many  faithful  affiftants  to  the  labors 
of  thfe  day;  whiift  the  wife  of  his  bofom  was  notari 
idle  orhament  to  diffipate  his  fortune,  but  a  frugal 
ffcward,  whofe  chief  aim  was  the  glory  of  her  lord. 
Iliotifgfi  ptirchafed  for  money,  -^  her  price  was  above 
fifties/*  fbf  ^  bdr  own  Works  praifed  her  in  the  gatesr.** 
Kfe  iaSd  fhrft  Samfon  tVouM  have  gone  to  his-wife  « iht6 
her  inner  chamber."  The  Woi*(f  lignifies  the  inclofed  or 
concealed  chathber.  We  find  in  the  Odyffey,  that 
after  Ulyflfes  had  in  vmn  eiid^avoured  to  convince 
Penelope  that  he  was  her  hufband,  he  at  laft  fucceCd- 
ed  by  defcribing  the  bridal  bed  and  chamber.  Thus 
Samfbn'iS  knowing  of  the  inner  or  bridal  chamber, 
was  a  Convincing  |l)roof  that  he  alone  had  the  right 
of  a  hufband  itl  the  Philiftine'g  daughter,  and  that 
his  wife,  in  eonfenting  to  be  given  to  his  companion^ 
was  an  atfultreft :  and  therefore  was  juflly,  according 
to  the  laws  of  God,  as  well  as  of  the  heathens,  pu- 
hifhed,  with  her  father  ps  an  accomplice,  by  the  Phi^ 
Jiftmes,  With  death*. 

'Jhis  paltetgte  rCtjuites  two  Cbfervatibns.     ift,  Th^ 
sdiifyhxtc  power  t'hat  parents  eXcrcifed  over  their  cbSl^ 
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dren,  in  giving  them  in  marriage;  as  for  inllancc, 
Ifaac  and  Rebecca,  (Gen.  xxiv.)  and  Saul's  daughter, 
Michal,  in  being  given  to  David,  and  afterwards 
taken  from  him  by  her  father,  and,^iven  to  anoth^ 
man;  Abraham  without  alking  Ifaac's  confent,  or 
*  Saul's  paying  the  Jeaft  refpe6l  to  Michal's  love.  And 
in  the  inftance  before  us,  where  the  father  offers, 
without  the  leafl  fuppofition  of  refuial,  the  filler  iux 
Head  of  the  daughter  he  had  taken  away,  or  thinking 
there  might,  be  an  objedlion  on  the'fcore  of  delicacy.  ' 

2dly.  The  degree  of  guilt  incurred  by  adultay 
was  by  them  imputed  entirely  to  the  fide  of  the. wo- 
man. We  never  read  in  Scripture. of  married  men 
being  adulterers  for  having  many  wives ;  ;  neither 
Abraham,  Jacob,  or  David,  or  Solomon,  &c.  But  if 
a  married,  woman  admitted  another  man  to  her  em- 
braces, ftie  was  worthy  of  death,  fhe  did  not  glorify 
her  Maker  by  anfwering  the  end  of  her  creation,  but 
by  her  condu6l  tended  to  render  herfelf  barren,  a  dif- 
grace  to  her  Maker  as  an  unfinifhed  piece  of  w^ork- 
manihip,  and  a  ufelefs  burden  to  fociety,  with  which 
fhe  was  no  way  connecSled,  but  by  dangerous  paf- 
fions. 

^\  Then  faid  Samfon  unto  them,  I  am  made  clear 
as  at  other  times  from  the  Philiftines."  Inftead  of 
accepting  of  the  terms  propofed,  Samfon  feems  to 
feel  his  fituation,  and  rejoice  that  the  Providence  of 
Jehovah  had  permitted  the  Philiftines  to  break  thofe 
ties  by  which  he  was  united  to  them..,  As.an.Ii^ael- 
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ite,  by  the  law  of  God,  he  w^  not  permittad  to 
marry  a  Canaanitifli  w.oman,  but  beiftg  married  to 
one,  he  could  not,  conliftently  with  huraan  oi:  divine 
laws,  break  the  yoke  of  the  .Philiftines  from  off  the 
necks  of  the  Ifraelites  by  violent  •  means ;  but  now, 
fays  he,  with  joy,  "I  am  clear  from  the  Pbiliftines, 
as  at  other  times, .  They  have  themfelves  fwept  away 

,  every  tie  by  which  I,  was  bound  unto  thfem."  The 
word  clear,  fignifies  fpotlefs,  quite  free,,  andt^^  as  at 
other  times,'*  is  |aken  from  the  acBiiop  of  the  feet  in 
walking,  one  after  the  other,  and  feems  tp  denote  the 
freedom  of  Samfpn  from  every  rcjftjraintwhicb  C(Hild 
bind  him  to-  th,e  Philiflines,  naturally  follo¥?sng  as 
a.e<HrfequenQe  to  their  condud.  ^^  Therefore,'*  he 
declares,  "I: will  prepare  evil  againft  them,"  fome 
mifchief  that;fhaU  fhow  my  refentment  for  the.  injury 
I  have  iuftained:  I  will  now  boldly  ftiake  off  their 
yoke,  and  my  countrymen  fhall  fee  it,  and-  own  me 
their  leader.  . 

Then  in  our  common  tranflation  it  is  faid,"  Sara- 
fon  went  and  caught  three  hundred  foxeg,"  It  muft 
be  remembered  that  "it  was  in  the  days  of  the  reap- 
ing of  wheat."  Note>  that  the  word  Shuolimrigni^ 
fies  both  foxes  and  faandfuls;  no?^  Ms  in  the  adl  of 
r^iping  the  com  is  gathered  by  th^  b^nd  into  the 
arm,  and  then  is  called  a  flieaf,  being"  a. collection  of 
handfuls,  and  as  the  Hebrew  language  deriyes  the 
amne  of  things  frpm  one  circumftancc^  jftrikingly  de-^ 

(ignptiyc  of  their  quality,  it  is  mor^jlikely  that  the 
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^nJ  flKmld  iilf^ti  (h^iayes,  than  foxes.  Again  th^^ 
^id  Wftdfeted  *^  caught/*  fignifies  not  dnly  "  to  efi- 
trap/*  btlit  to  take  a  eity  or  town  by  force,  and  feeiifis 
td  iifiplyy  that  he  not  only  took  three  hundred  fheavei 
df  Wh^  btC  took  Ihem  by  force  from  the  PhiliftindSl 
^  Aiid  he  took  torches,  and  he  turned  them  end  t6 
end,"  r^endered  tail  to  tail;  the  word  iignifies,  ^  tb* 
fertiert  emd,  the  extremity;**  *^  and  he  placed  a  torch 
Iri  the  middle  betwixt  the  t\^o  ends,  and  he  lighted 
ttie  torches  tod  he  threw  them  ;^'*  the  "wordf  imidie*-, 
^tm  in^  oUr  translation  ^^  he  let  them  go,"  as  if 
ft^Mfoti  ^itoitted  the  foxes  to  run  away,  he  had  too 
WiuciF  ftttfe  fidt  t6  kjlbw'  th^  they  wer6  as' fflcely  td 
Wn  fmm  the  ihifchief  he  intended  to  do  the  PMKit 
tine*,  2LS  to  perform  it,  but)  to  thta^  ^  ^it|i  affittg, sted 
jtemip  to  imply  that  he  caft  them  ft&m  him  with  vio- 
fencfe,  into  (we  fay)  ^^the  Handing  corn;"  the  w<M-d 
figttiifies  ^f  to  ffiand,  rife  ujp,"  and  may  eithei^  iftesr* 
the  com  which  flood  upon  the  ground,  or  the  ftatkm 
er  fort  efecfted  by  the  Philiftittes  to  keep  the  children 
of  M-^1  in  fubje<aion.  In  the  Qth  Jofhua  ttnd  lOtR 
verie,  vtt  feid  th^ft  the  north  border  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  '^  went  down  to  Bethfhemifti,  and  pafled  on 
to  Timnah.**  A^d  the  57th  verfe  w'e  find  Tim- 
jiah,  ^t  whieh' city  Samfon's  wife*s  fkther  livedo  wielJI 
reckoned  a«  betonging  to  the  tribe  of  Judah.  Thfere- 
fons  fixppGfing  Timrtah  one  of  thbfe  eities  whieh  Ju* 
dah  Had  not  conquered  frohi^  the  ancient  inhabitantt 
#f^the  liind,  yet  it  is  certain,  that,  from  its  fltuatlorf  if 
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was  a  V€fy  proper  place  fqr  tke  Philiftiaes  to  ke^  sl, 
gamfon,  and  make  ^  iiancjiog  plao*  of  it  ag^ft  thie^ 
inroads  of  the  Ifraelites^  as  alfo  to  kei^  t^em  in  a^ym 
when  by  the  ftwce  of  arms  they  had  fubje&ed  thef^... 
If  the  word  fignifies  fland;if)g  corn^  S^unfon  muft^  ^y 
the  deftrudtioH  of  the  hw^eft,  have  done  the  Phi}i(r 
tines  much  mifchi^;  but  if  it  fignifies  a  garrifoo>  by 
fetting  fire  to  it,  he  muft  have  done  them  muc|i  iqone 
miichief,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  them  at  defiance* 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  means  a  ftation  or  gar- 
rifon,  from  the  hiftorian  faying  that  lb  great  was  the 
conflagration  that  it  burnt  up,  we  fay,  the  fhocks 
of  corn ;  but  tike  word  fignifies,  "  the  heaps  of  corn,'* 
not  corn  ftacked,  for  the  ancients  never  ftacked  com 
to  ke^  it  as  we  do,  but  carried  it  into  the  middlf  ^ 
the  fields  aijd  piled  it  ijp  ready  to  be  trod  out  and 
carried  to  the  granary;  bow  if  the  com  was  piled  vp 
in  heaps,  it  could  not  be  ilandmg;  and,  iays  the  bilr. 
toriao,  it  burnt  up;  we  fay  "  both,"  bi^t  the  word  Cq 
reodisred  is  odj  which  is  the  fame  wor4  th;^  in  hun- 
dreds of  plac^  is  tranflated  ever,^  and  fignifies  fomcr 
tlnng  fartbier^  or  beyond  that  which  is  fpokenpf,imr 
plying  that  the  he^ps  were  totally  ^eftroyed,  and 
iikewife  the  garrifon  or  flation,  and  beyond  thent 
burRiing  even  th<e  vineyards,  and  olive  yards;  or  thp* 
the  word  cerm^  here  ufed^  fignifies  a  vine,  y^t  a^  it,^ 
not  in  the  plural,  it  cannot  mean  vin?y^ds,  awd  Ifh^ 
being  never  a  vau  to  conne<9:  it  as  a  diflin4^  fubflpn- 
tive  ^ith  zit^  oliycs,  ?nd  cer^  mqanipg  -^^  rouijd^  ft 
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circuity  a  pafture,"  and '  as  olives,  from  the  quantity 
of  oil  they  contained,  were  in  a  hot  climate  a  dan- 
gerous tree  to  be  planted  near  their  habitation,  I  can- 
not but  think  it  means  either  "  the  inclofures  of 
olives  trees/'  or  ^^  the  pafture  land  Airrounded  by 
olives,*'  implying  that  the  whole  of  the  ftation  was 
deftroyed,  even  to  the  utmoft  bounds  where  the 
olives  were  planted.  • 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 

(Continued  from  fage  56.^ 
A  VIEW  OP  THE  SURFACE  OF  THE  EARTH. 

WHEN  we  take  a  flight  furvey  of  the  furface  of 
our  globe,  a  thouland  objects  offer  them- 
felves,  which,  though  long  known,  yet  ftijl  demand 
our  curiolity.  The  moft  obvious  beauty  that  every 
where  ftrikes  the  eye,  is  the  verdant  covering  of  the 
earth,  which  is  formed  by  an  happy  mixture  of  herbs 
and  trees  of  various  magnitudes  and  ufes.  It  has 
been  often  remarked  that  no  colour  refreflies  the 
fight  {o  well  as  green ;  and  it  may  be  added,  as  a  far- 
ther proof  of  the  aflertion,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  places  where  the  fields  are  continually  white 
with  fnow,  generally  become  blind  long  before  the 
nfual  courfe  of  nature. 

-  This  advantage  which  arifes  from  the  verdure  of 
the  fields,  *  is  not  a  little  improved  by  their  agreeable 

inequalities. 
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inequalities.     There  is  Ibarce  two  natural  landfcapes 
that  offer  profpedb  entirely  riefembling  tech.  other ; 
their  rifings.  |ind  depreflGion&,  their  hills  and  valleys, 
«e  never  entirely  the  fame;  but  al way s^oifisr  Some- 
thing ndw  to  entertain   and  trefrefli  the  imagina- 
tion,    ■  .  "  •;'...;.•../;:'' 
)  But  to  encreafe  the  beauties  df  the  face  ofnature; 
thei)rofpe6l  is  eoiitvehed  hy.fprings  and  lakes^.and 
interfe^tedbyn  rivulets.  ^  Tbefe  lend  a'  brightneft 
to  the  landfcajpe^^v^  motion^  and  poolnefsto  the  air; 
and  what  is;  much  more  importjmt/fumilh  health 
and  liiftenance  to  animated  naturei     w      ,.    i  •  .     .:• 
Such  are  the  moft  obvious^and  tranquil  obJQ&s  that 
every  wher^  offer:  but: there, are  others  of  al  iho^e 
awfiil  and  munificent  kind  ;^    the  moimtainS  niifig 
above  the  clouds^  and  topped  With  fhowi ;  the  rwer 
pouring  down  its  fides,  increafing  as  it  runs,  and 
lofing  itfelf  at  laft  in  the  ocean\  the  ocean  fpreading 
its  immehfe  fheet  of  waters  over  more  than  one  half 
of  the  globe,  fwelling  and  fubfiding  at  well  known 
intervals,*  and   forming  a  communication   between 
the  mofl  diflant  parts  of  the  earth. 
•   If  we  leave  thefe  objedls  that  feem  to  be  natural 
to  our  earth,>  and  keep  the  fame  conftant  toaor,  we 
are  prefentedwith  the  gi^t  irregularities  of  nature. 
The  burning  mountai;) ;  the,  abrupt  jM^pice ;  the 
un&thomable  cavern  ;   the  hadlong  catanwft ;   and 
th&i^id  whiiipool.     If  we  carry  our  curiofity.a 
little  furthcr,jand:dcfcend-tccthe  c3)je<3:snnma^ 
''  ¥oL.  L                          S  below 
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iss^ow'tbe'&r&ce  of  tbeglobe^we  Aiall  there  find 
ivondera  AiU  as  imaging.  We  firil  p^ceive  tlie 
^rth  for  the  moil  part  lying  in  nqftil^  beds  or 
layers,  every  bed  as  it  lies  d6q)er,  having  its  cOBteals 
more  compadl  aad  heavy.  We .  fhall  find^  a\mo& 
wherever  we  make  our  fubtettanean  inquiry,  an 
amazing  number  of  fheUa  that  once  belong^  to 
aquatic  anhnals..  Here  and  there,  at  a  diAanoe  from 
lim  fea,  beds  ofayAer  ihells  feveral  yaitls  .thick,  aod 
many  mifes  over;  ibmeftimes  tdUceona  iabitanoes 
ef  various  kind$  oa  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  often 
in  the  heart  c^  the  harddl  marble.  Thef^  which 
tae  dugiip  by  the  pea&nts  of  every  country,  iare  re- 
gteded  wtthriittle  casriofity;  far  being  £>  very  com^ 
inoQ  they  ase  oonfider^d  as  fubilancos  entisefy  of  aB 
earthly  kir^.  But  it  is  otl^erwife  with  the.  enquirer 
after^nature\^4io  finds,  them,  not  only  in  fhape  but 
in:  fubfl^nee,  every,  w^y.  resembling  thofe  that  are 
bred  in  the:  lea;  and  our  modera  phi}ofi)phe»  who 
think  it  beneath  thcnt  to  believe  the  Mo/aic  a^auM 
of. the  ddug^y  perplei^  themielv^  greatly  to  aooounik 
for  thefe  appearances.  .      . 

' .  Yfetiu:)!  one  part  of  nature  alone^  bi£t  all  her  pro- 
ducSliona.  ^and  varieties^  beeonie  the;  qliyci^  of  ..the 
ipeoulatijve  man's  enquiry;  he. takta diluent  views 
(^nature  ftom  th^  inattentive  ^^e^ktor ;:  and  thenb 
is  Icarce  aa  appearanee  how  cpmrnoo  foeta^  bbt  ad& 
fords  matter  fi)r  ina  contemplktiQiiwi.  Heieiit^piires 
how:  ^id  why  :die  i^r&ce  of  thi  earth  jc^moe  to  hJovc 

thofe 
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thoie  tHing^"  and  d^pr^ffians  which  nioft   tfi&k  call 
natairal  r  he  deniands  in  what  mariner  the  moml«^ 
tains  w^re  forfped,  arid:  itk  what  confifts  their  iifes-. 
He  aiks  fi-Qift.' whence  ^Hng^.arif^t  and  how  riVei^, 
AqW)  rpund  the-  <50nvexity  0f  the  globe ;  he  enters 
mtojan  examiij^t^  oft\^  e\hit^  and  flowings^  aiid 
the-other  wonders  0(  the  deep ; :  he  ficquaints  himfelf 
with  th^  irregularities  of;  nature,  cind  will  eii^ib&vout' 
to  inveftigate  their  oaufes  by  which,  sX  Icaft,  be  will  be* 
<fome  veried' in  their  hiftory.     The  internal  ftru^Slm^ 
of  the  gfobe^bcfeomcS  an  objeiS  of  his  curicrfity  i.  a«4^ 
rfjhough  hia  ende^vwf^:  can  f^^aMi,  hy^is^y^^  little 
Way,  yet,  if  poflfeiJed  of  a  fpiyit  of  theory^  hid,  imagi- 
nation will  fnpply  the  relL\  He  ,^11  endeatouf  to  afe- 
count  ft)r  th^  fituation  of  the-marine  foffii*  that  4fe 
feuflid  in  tfee  earthy,  an^  fdc  t^  apjieamr>ce  of  the 
difl^i-^rtbeda  of  which  it  iftcompofed,     Jbefe  en- 
quiries? ^ha^^  eiriployed'mmiy  horned  and. doquerffr 
pefeS\«Et)Pftg  tbe  philoft^hers  of  the  laft  and  prefent 
age^^i^iflS^H.  Wt^wftfd,   BuKiet,  Whifton^  J^if- 
cher,'  Iieibpite,*  Stens,  'Ray,  &c.    And  to  a  berfefin 
<tegrfee^:fuchieijquirie3  may  be  ferviceible,  but  in 
gerfefalfiiQbr writers  have  Qafriejd  their  fpeculationa. 
to  an  extravagant  lengtii^  and  hft^f^  amufed  mankind 
'Iso^e:tba1l^tbe3^:l>ay^:inftru<Sied  them;  ftnd  tshe  time 
Sirhiah  Jhey  have  (pent  m  xtafmj^ug^  upon  nature,, 
^ght  have  been  better  employed  in  obferving  rl^t, 
operations  and  writing  her  hiftory. 

But  as  too  milch  fpeculatidn  in;  Natural  Hiftory 
itc^rtaialy  wrong ;  fo  there  is  a  defe6l  of  an  oppolite 

S2  nature 


Digitized  by  CitOOQlC 


i[«tum'^that^^0es^a&  mtateh^evil:    indftiely,  itkat  of 
filettfcing  all   enquify,  by  ^Ufedgiilg' the  benefits  we 
re©eifv6^fr6m   a  things   lui^ead  of  inveftigating  the 
6au(e  of  its  prod^iftion:  *;  If  t  enquSrtf'hdw  a  moun- 
tain camd  to  bp  formed,  if  4to  airfwered^beteaufe  God 
kne\V'it  wot^d  be  ufeftilJ  *  itl  demand  the  daufe  o^ 
an  earthqt^ke,  fticfc'a^teftfdrler  iftnds  foftle  gdod'pro-- 
duc^d  bv^it,  anc^^lledg^tliat^s  ih&'4?^{6  of  its' ex-^ 
plofion.     THus  He  has^  cdnftahtly  {bm&  ready^  reafoA' 
for  eveiy  appeamhee  in  niture  i  every'  tliteg^r6und* 
him-  is  on  fome  afccbuni  or  other  dci^lared  to  bte 
good;>ndhfe  ihinkb   it  prefurtiption^'to  ftfutimife'. 
into  itd  defe6ts>  df  to  eftddavour  ta  imajgine  bow'/it 
might  be  better.   *  But  ih  fa<ft,  by  theiif  erideavouringf 
to  compel  every  appearabce-  and*  every  irregularity  in> 
n^ure  into  c^r  feijvice,  atid  by  expatiating  on  thai^- 
bencfits^thofe'men  combat  that  very  morality  which^ 
they  [would   feem   to  promote.    They  forget  that 
fentbnqe  pronounced  on  acoourit  offik    ,^  Gaffed  if 
the  ground  for  thy  Jake?     The  eartb  was  oiic6  a  bfetter 
habitation  than  it  now-iSy  end  itis  furfac^^  wore  an  a(^' 
pe6l  very  different  from  what  it  riow.doesi     God  ha»^ 
appointed  natural  evil  in  its  various  fontis^as  a  triaJ  tb' 
virtue,  and  acorre<9ive  to  vice*.  . "         v  -      /  j  .  ^  i  ; 
We,  therefore,   do  ndt  hefltatte  to  fay,'  that  there 
are  very  many  defe<fts,  in  ibticprefent  conflTtutioh  of 
the  natural  world.  ' 


(To  he  contmue4.} 


I)^m£iion' 
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Diftin&ion  hehifeen '  Words  efteemed  Synonymous.  ^ 
Admonition^  Advice,  Cqu^/eL 

THE  end  of  Admonition  is  gentle  reproof.  .^4^ 
vice  and  counfoh  are  to  convey  inftruiSUonj 
feut  with  this  difFerence^  that  advice  implies  no  fupe- 
riority  witih  relpeil  either  to  ranker  parts  in  the  per* 
(on  who  gives  it ;  whereas  jounfel  generally  carries 
jrithJt  one,  if  not  toth.     ,  -  «  ...^ 

AdmoT^iticin  in .  a  ^la^er,  frequently  has  a  greater 
cffeft  than  coixeijlipp.  People  are  readier  to.  give  i^ 
pic^  than,  to  take  it4      ,  ,      ,  ..  ::      .    ,    *    .,- 

Parents  fhould  take  care  to  com/jsl  jtheir  children 
before  they  fend  them  put  in  the  world. 
,  Adm^tionJhould  hp  ,givcn  with:  temper,  ndmcc 
with  fincprity,  and  catfnfel  with.wifdpra'ancj  mpdejiy^ 

Admoni/h  a  friend  in  private,,  but  reward  him 
openly. 

"*  Nothing  Is  ipore  fekitary  than  good  advice,  and 
yet  nothing  is  more  naufeous  to  t^ke. 

When  counfel  is  given  with  an.  aii:  of  impertinence, 
\i  is  fure  to  make  the  counfel  defpifed,  and  the  coun- 
sellor odious. 

I ii  CWM  .1    I'     I'lV!    iiii  [bi|   ][  .N' 

CORRESPONDl^Nm 

WE  thank  our  friend  Juvenis  for  his  Epiftleg, 
but  would  recommend  it  to  him  to  j(tudy   the  fuhjeS 
^Idolatry  a  little  clo/er.     The  Qfttjiolics  do  not  pre- 
tend to  worfhip  im0g$s.i:\>iA  tbe>&tef wJuch  the  image 
'^'  i         '  reprefentfi 
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repr.efent8.  And  tjiey  do  hioj,  even^  worihip  ihtjaints 
with  fuprem$  adoration.  Notwithftanding  which/ 
their  defence  of  their  condu(?l,  will  no  more  clear 
thiim  frbni  the  charge  of  Idolatry y  than  the  ddfedcd 
ii^bh  tJj«  Heathens  made  of  the  worfhip  of  their 
dtmi-godsj  would  clear  them  from  the  fame  charge.—* 
See  Dr.  Middleton's  Letter  from  Rome. 


Hints  from  a  Methodifl  are  tharikftilly  acknow- 
ledged. We  are  perfuaded  liiat  the  life  of  every  re- 
ligious fentiment  is  praSHce.  The  great  doctrine  of 
Gods'  univerfal  and  efficacious  love,  will  alw^s  be 
treated  hyusinz  practical  way.  ^ 


'  Naboth,fec.  is  received,  and  will  be  attended  la 
We  hope  fot-  the  future'  favours '  of-  this  'CoitdP- 
^)Ondent.  '  -  .     :. 


,!■!  "1 


POETRY. 

A  FAMILY  HYMN. 

I. 

HAPPY  is  that  family. 
Where  the  man  an4  wife  ag!^ 
To  obey  Jehov^dhi^s  word, 
Imitating  Chrift  their  Lord: 
They,  proftrate  before  his  throne. 
Make  their  wants  and  mercies  known. 
Live  to  glorify  his  name. 
By  dieirlifeVdieir  faith  procbim^ 


U.  Their 
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Their  inftru6ted  oflipring  fiand^    ... 
Ready,  for  each  kind  command: 

They  a  parentis  joy  confefs,  ^ 

Crown'd  by  love,  with  iacred  peace : 

They  enjoy  focicty,  .  ^ 

Spread  around  them  harmony  r 

None  feeks  to  rule,  each  obeys. 

Love  ak)ne  his  fceptre  fways* 

HI.  ,        . 

Taught  by  them^  Jehovah's  Word, 
Chrift,  becomes  their  fervant^  Lord ; 
Now  they  know  that  God  is  lovet 
All  their  tempers  with*  him  move^ 
JefV^cwfeiaiilltheitptide,  ^ 

In  his  love  they  would  abide ; 
^Following  Bis  example  giv'n. 
Take  the  narrow  path  to  Heav^ii. 

nr. 

Ail  their  blife  amd  harmony, 

Friends  and  neighbours,  wondering  fee: 

They  wouldliear  Religion's  voice, 

Di  redeeming  love  rejoice : 

Own  Meffiah's  facrifice. 

Seek  his  kingdom's  facred  pri^e : 

Gladly  fufier  all  his  will. 

With  their  hearts,  hii^  laWs  fulfil. ' 

v; 

Wider  flai,  their  love  fhall  rpread, 
Bruifing  more,  the  ferpent's  head*. 
Children  (hall  with  fervants  join. 
Friends  and  neighbours  &all  combine 

Far 
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Far  to  fpread  the  SacreS  Word, 
Lifting  foldiers  for  their  Lord  r     ' 
Sec,  the  cloud,  of  inccnfc  rife, 
Praife  refounds  thro*  earth  and  ikies- 

:     YL 

When  Death's  awful  voice  they  hear. 
Sorrow's  fled,  and  fled  is  fear. 
*Trufting  on  Jehovah's  y/'ord. 
Fly  their  fpirits  to  .their  Lord : 
Soar  aloft  with  Chrift  to  reign^ 
Till  on  earth  he  comes  again> 
Angels  tl^en  fhall  hear  their  wcMrd, 
By  them  taught,  fhall  praife  the  Lord« 

ON  THE  FUNERAL  OF  DAVID  GARRKX  E»» 

THRO*  weeping  London's  croWdcd  ftreets,* 
Ai  Garrick's  funeral  pals'd ; 
G>ntending  wits»  and  nobles  ftrove* 
Who  fliould  forfake  him  laft. 

Not  fo  the  world  behaved  to  Him, 

Who  came  that  world  to  favc : 
By  folitary  Jofeph  borne. 

Unheeded  to  the  grave*  .  -> 

If  what  is  done  by  mo/tals  here. 

Departed  fpirits  know ; 
Confus'd,  and  blufhing  Garrick  views. 

This  grand  parade  of  woe.  ^       . 


Tho^  much  by  man  to  be  admir'd 
He  bad— yet  gractous  Heav'n, 


jMudi 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


.5J»UiriIVEllSAl.lST's  MISCEliLAKT.  137 

Much,  vc^f  fnoch  he  had  indeed) 
By  Thee  to  be  forgiv'n. 

Bat  Thou  art  good — and  fince  compos'd^ 

He  died  without  a  groan  i 
We  hope  repentant  David  lives. 

Thro*  David's  fev'rite  Son. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Umverjalif^s  MifceUat^* 

Gentlemen, 

THE  following  lines  were  written  many 
yean  fince,  and  at  a  time  when  the  author's  mind  was  filled 
with  forroWy  on  account  of  the  defcftion  of  one  whom  he  dear- 
ly kved,  and  had  treated  and  confidered  as  a  fincere  friend* 
The  irr^ularity  of  the  verfe  is  but  too  defcriptive  of  the  then 
fhte  <£  the  writer's  mind.  But  fuch  as  they  are,  they  are  at 
your  fervice  cither  to  rejedi  or  infert  iander  tfie  title  of  (for 
want  of  a  better)     " 

THE  DISAPPOINTMENT.  '    ^ 

OJHIENDSHIP!  Generous  JWarit  of  Heaven  f 
Salubrious^  fweet,  celeftial  Tree  ! 
(Long  iince  in  blifsful  Paradife  w^II  known) 
Whofe  precious  fruits,  fweet'ning  life's  bitter  draughts, 
At  once  afibrd  the  mind  both  health  and  peace. 
Into  wh;iit  d^fert;  Mid,  or  focrer  cive. 
Has  the  great  bvifbandman  tranfplanted  thee  ?  - 
Diligently  I  fought,  and  once  methought 
I  found  the  hallow'd  fpot  thereon  Jhou  fburid^'d-; 
That  lovely  fpot  fincejity  was  caU'd*  i     > 

Hi^-fenc'd  on  ever^iide  by  facr^  rights 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


X  38  THB  UNXTSaS ALXSt's  UlMVLLAXtf. 

Thyfelfy  with  preciovto  fifuits  rkh  laden^    ^ 

Suj^rted  was  by  Unity  and  Truth.  '       '    ' 

Lovely  twin  lifters !  Tranfportcd  with  the  fight, 

Myfelf  I  bleft  with  hopes  of  ^appinefs, 

For  many  days,  nay  years  4ill  yet  to  oome. 

But,  ah !  'Twas  all  d^Iafion  f  Too  foon»  aks ! 

The  lovely  fcene  was  chang'd^  and  what  for  Aee 

I  took)  I  found  deceit.     The  fences  broken  dc^wn. 

The  fweet  inclofure  foon  became  the  field, 

The  wide-extended  field  of  falfe  appearances. 

Ah  me!  Whither,  whither  (hall  I  feek  thee  ?  - 

Say,  Heavenly  Grace !  Will  Earth  no  dwelling 

Unto  thee  afford  ?  Will  not  a  Britifh  heart  expand 

To  make  thee  room  ?  Then  fpurn  this  fordid.  Glpbcr 

And,  on  expanded  wings,  to  Heaven  foor, 

,Thy  native  |Jflce ;  there  thou  (halt  welcoiBiefiiidt 

.  Aaiong  the  bleft  inhaUtants  of  Light 

: While  I  will  patient  wait^  and  waiting,  long 

To  be  difmils'd  from  this  incumbering  load  .  .    « 

Of  flefh  and  Uood.    Then  fhall  my  a^ve  foul. 

On  wings  of  love,  with  ^ager  hafte  afcend 

The  heights  of  Heaven,  and  there,  in  blils  to  man 

Unknown,  with  thee  TU  erer,  ever  dwelt.  M.  •'     i 

ON  FRIENDSHIP.  /     ' 

I.  -.  >^'^ 

FRIENDSHIP'S  Ac  daugliter,  chilte  ftfla  fki^' 
Of  R^afen,  nurs'd  wi^  tendf'itjft  ^&^g  H 

By  Prudence  aR  her  own.  <  .   I'/l 

Difcretion,  too,' affords  her  aid      '  jr'  I 

To  rear  the  lovely  bbbn^ing  maM,  •  :  5<     .7 

Nor  leaves  her  v^hen  full  grown.  -  '    ^i 

V;  >  r  I  ILPriHi<fihtp 
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FrienSihip,  thus  Virt^ioi^  good,  mid  Wift^ 
And  Argos  lik^  bcfct  witfa«yei|     :.:.'.    v 

Attends  otir  devioui  S^y ; 
Withhoneftzeatll«WrffcBbiff«gllt/     *'  i      V 
Approves  whatever  it  jt^  idid^riglx^  )      ' 

But  chides  when  e*er  yke^lttsif.       ; .     O 

V  'ill.        .  .    .  ^.•'  .    -f 

Inallvicifltetde$:oflife,  .      :i      ^ 

It's  comforts,  cro&s,€araiMdftt^      :       ^ 

Friendfliip  is  ftill  tli^Yilme. 
In  ficknefs,  healtfi/in  tr«d,  6r  WStf  ^ 

In  cv'ry  car^:^lWj  ttthtei^,  ■  '  ' 

IHie  verifies  her  ntendt 

,/-.).'.  rlV:  "■     '     '      '    '    '/' 
When  Wealth  and^fettbul-.  Eke  a  tide,         '       \ 
Come  flowing  i!i  6h  tt^ry  fidfe. 

And  flatterers  round  xk  fwarm  ; 
Then  Friendfhiii  Wlffpeh'irt  the  W, 
And  kindly  wariM  rf  ey^ty  Iharc 

That's  lili;^  oui^  (btth  td  harm. 

When  Poverty,  wh)i  tiieaghe  facr, 

..We  fee  approaching  us  apace  ^ 

With  ills  of  various  hues  ^ 
Then  Friendfliip  uMAj  fteps  between. 
And  changing'foon  the  dreadful  fctne,. 

Sweet  Iiappinefs  renews. 
VJ. 
Whgn  Sicknefs  makes  a  fore  attack. 
And  Pains  acute  our  body  rack, 

.^Vnd  Fean  our  hopes  confound ; 

Thea 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


Then  Friendfliip,  with  a' look  raoft  kind^ 

Tric$  cv^ryineww  to  heal  the  miadf.    ^^       "      .  I 

And  balm  pours  ia  each  wound*   ! 
:    yiL 

ISTben  Death  lifts  up  hit&tal  dirft 

And  feems  to  aippi  it  at  the  lieatt 

Of  one  we^dcarJ^lovc;  . 
Friendfliip  ftands  ready  tidafibrd 
Sweet  comforts  drawn  from. Sacred  Wiord, 

And  point8;tlpJG^9  above.      .  i.    >--, 

No  change  of  c^^^aifce  or^pl^  r.  ' .' 

Can  e*er  make  Fricndfhip  turn  her  fiice  •  '  -  [': 

From  a  defponding  friend;  .  ,  . ; 
Her  love  far  ftrongcr  is  tljan  Deaths 

And  lads  beyond  his  vital,  brcilths .  ..::/; 

And  knows  nor  bound  i)or,  ^914,  .  ,,  \     ,    :» 

O  could  poor  burthcnM  finneTS;fipd  .  ,  ._  .1  r      ./ 
A  Friend  fo  feithful,  juft,  an,d  l^nd  ; . . .  v    .    :  . .  .\ 

As  Jefus,  Prince  lofj^eaicc ;  , ,      ;        [  i  . 
How  would  they  fing  tx^neath  their  load 
The  praifcs  of  their  helper  GQI),  'T  ,  .  ;7,^ 

And  fet  their  beam  ;at  eafe,  /  M.  / .' 


1;.;  1 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


•THE 

UNIVERSALIsf 's  MISCELLANY 

FOR 

APRIL,    1797- 


SIN,  NOT  AN  INFINITE  EVIL. 

Jn  Anfwer  to  the  Argiimmt  in  the  Affirmatlvey  com^ 
munic'ated  ly  N.  B.     See  pa^e  89* 

Sir, 

TUlEi  infinite  evil  of  fm  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
grounds  of  the  do6lrine  of  endlefs  punijhmenf^ 
I  have  often  wondered  that  the  abettors  of  that  doc- 
trine fliould  reft  fo  much  on  this  argument:  for  it 
ftrikes  me  forcibly,  that^if  the  Scripture  ^ny  where 
teaches  the  endlefs  mifery  of  the  wicked,  a  reference 
to  chapter  and  v6rfe  would  weigh  much  heavier  with 
moft  men,  than  all  the  reafoning  that  ever  waS 
brought  forward  to  prove  th6  infinite  evil  of  fin.  Alfo 
the  argument  itfelf  carries  no  good  face  with  it,  as 
the  Scripture  no  where  tells  us  that  fin  is  -an  infinite 
evil  I  can  but  pity  the  predicament  in  Av|iich  thofe 
Chriftians  are,  who  hold  the  fentiment  of  the  eternity 
of  future  punifhment.  It  feems  that  at  all  hazards 
this  muft  be  maintained ;  but  as  the  proof  cannot  be 
had  from  Scripture,  it  muft  be  fought  fcr  in  a  cir^ 
Vol..  I.  U  ^      cuitovis 
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cuitous  way;  that  is,  by  proving  that  fin  is  an  infi- 
nite evil,  becaufe  the  objedl  againfi:  which  it  is  com- 
mitted is  infinite,  and  firom  hence  inferring,  that  itde- 
ferves  an  infinite  punifhment;  and  then,  as  a  creature 
cannot  fupport  punifhment,  in  any  other  fenfe  infi- 
nite, than  as  it  relates  to  duration,  it  is  farther  to 
be  inferred,  that  the  infinity  of  punifhment  confifts 
in  its  being  endlefs.  This  mode  of  proof.  Sir,  has 
one  efFedl,  for  which  I  apprehend  it  is  intended ; 
that  is,  it  perplexes  and  confounds  the  minds  of 
plain  Chriftians,  by  keeping  the  premifes  and  the 
conclufion  very  far  apart.  It  would  fhock  the  minds 
ofmoflimen  to' be  told  plainly,  that  the  all-wife, 
good,  and  holy  God,  had  permitted  an  infinite  evil 
to  exifl:.  An  evil  which  he  hates,  but  which,  not- 
withftanding,  he  hath  not  the  will,  or  noft  the  power, 
to  make  an  end  of  Yet  this '  is  the  undifguifed 
truth  of  the  above  reafoning.  It  feems  to  be  an 
idea  of  many  gocd  men,  that  they  cannot  properly 
honour  the  riches  of  Divine  grace  in  the  forgivenefs 
of  fihj,  unlefs  they  ftrenuoufly  maintain  that/«  is  an 
infinite  evil.  But  do  not  thefe  men  in  effect  deflroy 
the  exercife  of  that  grace,  for  the  honour  of  which, 
they  would  be  thought  to  contend  ?  For  if  fin  be 
properly  infinite,  either  in  its  nature^  or  effe£is\  I 
would  aflc,  how  can  it  in  any  one  injlance  ever  be 
made  an  end  of?  God  himfelf  is  hut  infinite.  If  fin  be 
infinite,  it  muft  therefore  be  equal  to  the  utmoft 
power  and  grace  of  the  Deity,  Now  can  one  injimte 
,    ;    _  deflroy 
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deftroy  ^another  infinite?     Muft  not  the  conteft  be- 
tween two  infinites  be  equal  and  endlefs  ? 

Agam^  when  our  opponents  talk  of  the  infinity  of 
fin^  do  they  mean  that  all  fin  has  infinite  evil  in  it  ? 
If  {by  then  there  are  nq  degrees  of  guilt  in  tinful  ac- 
tions, for  infinity  is  abfolute,  it  admits  of  no  degrees. 
Confequently,  a  finful  word  is  equally  infinite  in  its 
evil  Jas  the  murder  of  a  man  pan  be.  We  may  alk 
elfo  what  views  have  thofe  men  of  atonement }  In 
the  highefl:  poflSble  view  of  atonement,  it  can  be  hut 
infinite.  But  their  reafoning  upon  the  evil  of  fin 
multiplies  its  infinity  beyond  conception.  The  num^ 
ber  of  the  human  race  that  have  exifl:ed  is  vafl:,  and 
every  one  of  them  hath  finned  infinitely ;  yea, 
every  finful  a6l  of  every  one  of  them  hath  infinity  in 
it  \  How  little  doth  one  infinite  atopement  Ipok^  ii> 
comparifon  of  the  number  of  the  infinite  fins  of  one 
finner  !  What  is  it  then  in  comparifon  of  all  ?  How 
impbffible  mufi:  it  be  for  Chrift  to  take  away  the  fin 
<rf*  the  world  ? 

•  If  in  anfwer  to  the  above  it  be  faid,  it  is  not  meant 
that  fin  is  properly  infinite  in  any  fenfe,  I  would  then 
alk  one  favour,  which  is,  that  thefe  gentlemen  would 
give  me  their  idea  of  an  infinite  evil,  which  is  in  no 
fenfe  properly  infinite.  For  I  own  my  incapacity  to 
fdrm  any  idea  upon  fuch  a  fubjedl. 
:.  But,  perhaps,  I  fhould  do  injufi:ice  to  your  author^ 
if  I  did  not  pay  fome  refpeA  to  his  arguments  \x\ 
particular.  He  owns,  "  That  which  is  infinite  pannotc 

112  poffibly 
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poflibly  proceed  from  a  finite  being :  but  we  inuft 
diftinguifh  between  the  aff  of  fin  and  the  demerit  of 
that  a6l."  He  continues,  "  I  grant  with  you,  that 
(fit  finful  actions  are  finite,  and  muft  be  fo,  becaufe 
they  fpring  from  finite  beings :  yet  there  is  an  infi-- 
nite  evil  and  'demerit  in  fin,  becaufe  it  is  committed 
againfl  all  poflible  and  infinite  good."  It  will  require 
T30  fmall  addrefs  to  give  this  argument  any  force. 
Here  is  a  (yeatiire  finite  in  every  fenfe — ^all  his  ac- 
tions  are  acknowljpdged  to  he  finite y  yet  he  produces 
actions  that  have  infinity  afcribed  to  them  !  But  it  is 
faid  this  infinity  is  not  in  the  a<ft  itfelf  but  in  the 
demerit  of  the  a&.  I  have  always  underilood  it  to 
be  an  indifputable  rule  in  logic,  that  no  effeft  could 
be  greater  than  its  caufe.  But  here  we  have  a  finife 
caufe  producing  an  infinite  eflfedl.  By  demerit  I  un- 
<leriland  ///  defert.  If  this  be  the  true  idea  of  deme- 
rit, then  your  author  means  that  a  finner  deferves 
ififinite  ill  for  his  fins.  I  have  no  other  way  of  ap- 
preciating the  evil  of  fin,  but  by  the  threatenings  of 
<jO(\  againft  it  in  his  word  ;  and  this,  I  think,  is  the 
rfliort  and  convincing  method  of  eftimating  it.  But 
it  lic^  upon  our  opponents  to  bring  forward  the  Scrip- 
tures in  which  fin  is  defcribed  as  an  infinite  evil,  or 
jn  which  God  hath  threatened  any  finner  with  an  in- 
•  finite  puniiliment. 

Your  author  goes  on  and  fays,  '^  As  the  Divio^ 

Objet*^,  againft  whom  fin  is  committed,  is  infinite,  fo 

jnufl;  the  demerit  of  it  be  infinite  alfo.     And  this  is 

,^  -,  a  neceflary 
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a  necefiary  confequenoe^  otherwife,  an  a<5l  of  fin 
comitikted  againft  God  i&  the  very  fafne  as  a  like  afit 
committed  againft  a  fellow-creature^  which  would  be  ' 
abfurd  to  fuppofe :  indeed,  it  would  be  impous  to 
aflert."  I  rafnark  that  this  diftin^ion  between  (ins 
againft  our  fbllow-creatures  and  finfe  againft  God, 
with  the  different  degree  of  guilt  attached  to  esLcb, 
has  an  tinhappy  effed  upon  the  argument.  It  fliould 
feem  that  only  fins  ?qg«ainft  God  have  infinite  demerit* 
iia  them,  as  the  contraft  is  drawn  between  them  and 
other  fins  5  fo  that  our  author  does  not  mean  to  af- 
fert,  that  all^n  has  infitwte  danerit  in  it.  Thus 
the  argument  for  the  infinite  evil  of  fin  crucibles  to 
pieces  in  handling,  like  a  ball  of  fai^d. 

But  let  us  examine  the  i^ifinite  txil  of  fins  againft 
God.  It  is  common  to  talk  upon  this  fubj^6l,  -  as 
though  by  our  fins  we  did  injury  to  God— and  by 
the  injury  which  he  fufFered,  we  had  violently  prq^- 
voked  him  to  punifh  us.  But  this  is  not  the  Scrip- 
ture account  erf"  the  matter.  "  Do  they  provoke  me 
to  anger?  faith  the  Lord.  Do  they  not  provoke 
themfelves  to  the  confofion  of  their  own  faces  ?"  - 
Jer.  vii.  1 8.  Thefe  words  imply  that  our  offences 
do  not  affecft  God,  but  they  very  ferioufly  affcdl  our^ 
felves.  He  is  infinitely  above  thepoffibility  of  in- 
jury fifom  our  actions. — ^^  If  thou  finneft,  what  doft  )i 
thou  againft  him  ?  Or  if  thy  tfanfgreffions  be  mul- 
tiplied, what  doft  thou  to  him  ?"  Job  xxxv.  6.  I 
casnnot  conceive  of  any  6*hei:  evil  in  fin,  than  as  it 

U  3  injures 
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injures  myfelf  or  fociety.  And  actions  by  which  t 
injure  others  appear  to  me  more  criminal  than  thofe 
by  which  I  only  am  injured.  /^  Thy  way  and  thy 
doings  have  procured  thefe  thinga  unto  thee ;  thi&: 
isL  thy  wickednefs,  bciiaufe  it  is  bitter^  becaUfe  It 
reacheth  imto  thine  heart."  Jer.  iv.  18;,  ^^  Fobls> 
i^ecaufe  of  their  tranfgreffions,  and  becaufe  of  their 
iniquities,  are  affli6led."  Pfal.  cviL  17-  ^^  Therefore 
ihall  they  feat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be 
filled  with  their  own  devices."  Thefe  and  many 
other  Scriptures  defcribe  fome  of  the  awful  effeAsof 
fin  to  the  finner  himfelf.— "  One  finnei*  deftjft>yeth 
much  good."  Ecclef.  ix.  18.  "  By  this  deed  thoii 
haft  given  great  occafion  to  the  fenemies  of  the  Lord 
to  blafpheme."  2  Sam.  :kii.  14.  ^^  The  name  of  God 
is  blafpheriied  among  the  Gentiles  through  ycfu;'* 
Rom.  ii.  24.  *^  Looking  diligently,  left  any  root 
of  bitternefs,  fpt-inging  up^  trouble  you,  and  thereby 
many  be  defiled."  Heb.  xii.  15.-^^^  Thy  wickednefs 
may  hurt  a  man  as  thou  art."  Job.  xxxv.  viii.  In. 
this  manner  the  Scripture  continually  reprefents,  that, 
all  fin  is  an  injury  to  myfelf  or  others^  or  an  injury  to 
both,  but  never  is  any  fin  an  injury  to  God;.  To. 
talk  then  of  "  the  greater  evil  in  finning  againft  God^ 
than  in  finning  againft  a  poor  mortal  like  ourfelves," 
feems  to  me  to  be  talking  unfcripturally.  I  conceive 
every  fin  to  be  againft  God,  and  that  the  intereft  of 
God  and  his  creatures  is  one,  and  infeparable.  What, 
has  he  made  his  Jaws  fpr>  but  the  good,  of  his  crea-, 

tures  ?' 
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tares  ?  And  when  his  laws  are  broken,  his  creatures 
ai*e  injured ;  and  when  he  executes  judgrrtent,  it  is 
for  the  good  of  his  creatures. 

The  idea  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  from  the  in- 
creafing  guilt  of  it,  according  to  the  dignity  of  th^ 
perfon  finned  againft,  defervos  fome  confideration. 

But  I  apprehend  the  abfurdity  of  this  argument 
will  befl:  appear  by  way  of  contrail.  Your  author 
beftows  part  of  his  time  to  prove  that  our  a<5lions 
have  no  merit  in  them.  There  will  be  no  conteft:  cm 
this  head.  It  is  freely  granted  that  the  actions  of  a 
creature  cannot  be  meritorious.  But  it  is  prefumed 
that  the  exijience  of  'virtue  will  not  ie  denied.  Ai^ 
for  inftance,  it  is  virtuous  in  us  to  love  our  neighs 
hour,  and  much  more  virtuous  to  love  God.  Now 
take  our  author's  mode  of  reafoning,  and  fay,  "  That 
which  is  infinite  cannot  poffibly  proceed  from  aiinite 
being ;  but  we  mufl:  diftinguiftif  betwden  the  a3  of 
obedience  and  the  virtue  of  that  aift.  ,  I  grant  with 
jrou,  tliat  all  a6ls  of  obedience  are  finite,  and  muft 
be  fo,  becaufe  they  fpring  from  finite  beings:;  yet 
there  is  an  infinite  virttie  in  themi  becaufe  th^y  are 
performed  in  fubmiijion  to  all  poffible  and  infinitie 
good.  Their  virtue  arifes  from  the  objc6t  in  obedi- 
euee. towhom  they  are  performed;  and,  therefore^ 
as  the  Divine  Objedl,  in  obedience  to  whom  they  are 
done,  is  infinite,  fo  muft  the  virtue  of  them  be  infi- 
nite alfo.  And,  this  is  a  neceflary  confequence ; 
othcrwife,  an  adl  of  obedience  towards  God  is  the 

U  4  very 
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very  fame  as  a  like  a6l  towards  a  fellow-creature^ 
which  would  be  abfiird  to  fuppofe :  indeed,  it  would 
be  impious  to  aflert.  If,  therefore,  you  admit,  that 
there  is  more  virtue  in  love  to  God  than  in  love  to  a 
popr  mortal  like  ourfelves,  then  I  affirm,  that  the 
very  fame  reafon  which  obliges  you  to  grant,  that  it 
is  in  any  degree  a  greater  virtue  to  love  God,  muft 
compel  you  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  infinitely 
greater.^'  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that  this  mode 
erf  reafoning  in  favour  of  the  infinite  virtue  o(  love  to 
God,  is  quite  as  forcible,  and  proves  as  much  as  the 
feme  reaching  in  favour  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin. 
It  Is  a  known  rule,  that  an  argument  which  will  ap-» 
^y  with  equal  force  to  oppofite  fides  of  the  fame 
queflion,  proves  nothing  on  either.  This  is  the  cafe 
trith  the  prefent.  You  think  the  author  maintains 
his  pcMut with  all  theibrce  the  fubjedl.is  capable  of. 
It  may  be  fb.  But  then  I  fhould  infer,  that  the  befl 
lirgumcnt  which  had  yet  been  ufed,.to  prove  tJie  in- 
finite evil  of  fin,  has  foiled  in  its  intention,  I  hope  I 
fhallnot  be  imderflood  as  though  I  meant  to  afcribe 
infinity  to  human  ^Sxoti^^  either  good  or  bad ;  I  think 
it  is  impious  fb  to  (Jo.  But  I  have  never  yet  mdf 
with  an  argument  tx>  prove  the  infinite  evil  of  fin^^ 
but  would  prove  with  equal  force  the  infinite  virtue 
of  obedience* 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your's  refpeilfully, 

>  SIMPLEX. 
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Death  o/* George  Escott. 

THERE  is  nothing  which  ihews  the  value  of 
real  Chriftianity  fo  much  as  a  dying  bed. 
When  all  that  we  hold  moft  dear  upon  earth  is  for- 
fakiiig  us,  it  is  then  of  vaft  importaftce  to  have  God 
for  the  ftrength  of  our  hearty  and  our  portion  in  the 
coming  age.  It  was  a  conviction  like  this  which 
inade  the  wicked  prophet  exclaim,  ^^  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be  like 
his.'"  The  palm  and  peaceful  death  of  a  believer  itt 
Jelus,  who  has  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb^ 
gives  reproof  to  the  folly  of  a  thoughtlefs  w6rld,  and 
affords  encouragement  to  every  feeble  foul  to  truft, 
a^d  not  be  afraid.  Thefe  twb  reafons  are  a  fuffieierit 
joftification  for  the  great  number  of  experienced 
whieh  have  been,  and  are  ftill  publiflied.  The  fub- 
je^  of  this  fhort  ihemoir  was  born  near  tlie  city  of 
Gloueeftcr,  of  religious  parents.  His  fetber,  efpe- 
cially,  was  a  very  ferious  Chriftian.  George  was  6nly 
about  nine  years  old  when  his  father  died  ;rbut,  as  he 
tdd  me  opon  bis  dying  bed,  his  memory  was  always 
dear  to  him.  He  remembered  his  prayers^  and  the  ^ 
n^oofand  counfel  which  he  ufed  to  giv^  to  his 
children.  I  mention  this  as  an  encouragement  to 
parents  to  pray  with  and  for  their  children,  and  not 
to  be  difeouraged.  For  the  fervent  prayer  of  a  pa- 
rent is  often  efFediial  towards  his  childrch^  evett 
V  when 
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when  himfelf  has  heen  numbered  many  years  among 
the  dead.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
and  it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  hear  George,  when 
in  dyifig  cirbumftahces,  blefe  God  for  having  had  a 
pioUs  father.  ; 

In  his  difpofition  he  was  rather  of  a  ferious  cftft, 
tetired  a«d  quiet  in  his  temper.  He  efcaped  moft 
of  the  outward  foUies  of  youth,  and  as  he  always 
confcientioufly  attended  public  worfhip  on  a  Lord's-* 
day,  he  thought  well  of  his  cdfe  for  fome  years,  and 
when  any  convi6lion  arofe  in  his  mind  that  all  was 
not  right  With  him,  he  ufed  to  quiet  it  with  th6  re- 
fle6Uon  of  his  moril  condu6i:,  and  inofFenfive  beha- 
viour. But,  notvwithftanding  his  good  opinion  of 
himfelf,  be  at  laft  received  a  deep  impreffion  of  the 
evil  of  bis  nature,  a-nd  from  hence  faw  the  neceffity 
of  regeneration.  He  faw  that,  notwithftanding  hi^ 
morality,  hehad  lived  without  God.  Theremenibrahce 
of  his  father  often  telling  him  and  his  brotliers  of 
the  nepeffity  ;0r  regeneration^  came  frefh  upon  his 
mind.  This  drove  him  to  vejy  eameft  prayer,  in 
which  he  fought  n>iich  for  th6  paS-don  of  fin,  and  the 
renewing  of  his  mind.  In  tfoth  .which  Divine  mercy 
h^rd  and  anfwered. 

He  now  felt  his.  foul  much  expanded  in  love  both 
to  God  and  men,  and  wondered  at  the  rancour 
Tvhicbf  be  obftrVed  aihong  the  different  parties  of 
Chriftians.  This  was  a  Humbling  ftone  to  him,  which 
^lamented  in  fecfet.  He  had,  in  particular,  often 
r:  ■'■'.:  bed 
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heard  of  the  UniverJaJi^s,  as  beiti^  the  moft  prratteoxii 
people  of  the  day.  Their  views  of  the  extent  aa:rf' 
^cacy  of  Divine  love  were  efpecially  reprobated. 
George  faid  nothing,  but  he  told  me  hei thought  iiv 
his  own  mind,  that  he  judged  it  a  difficult  matter 
for  any  body  to  conceive  too  highly  of  divine  love. 
He  determined  therefore  to  enquire*,  that  he  might 
know  who  thefe  people  were;  Accordingly  he  came 
to  the  public  worfhip  at  Parliament-Court  Chapel^ 
but  it  was  with  great  caution,  for  he  did  not  ventuw 
fer  ^ough  into  the  chapel  to  be  feen,  but  ufed  tO' 
fiaijd  or  fit  in  Nicodemus's  Row,  that  is,  juft  behind 
thefcreen,  at  the  door.  .  His  pra<Sice  was  to  compare 
what:  he  heard  with  what  he  read  in  the  Bible,  In 
this  haanner  he  went  on;  hardly  'faying  any  thing  to- 
any  body- about  the  do6lrine.  It  was  ne^r  three 
quarters  of  a  year  before  his  mind  was  fully  fatisficd, 
and  then  having  received  full  fatisfadlion,  he  told 
methat  he  came  forward  and  took  a  ticket,  fi-om  air 
idea  that  it  was  his  duty  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
of  what  he  judged  to  be  divine  truth.  His  death- 
was  occafioned  by  a  confumption  which  was  brought 
on  by  a  violent  ctold  ;  he  lingered  about  twelve  months 
vifibly  declining,  yet  he  entertained  the  hope  of  re-* 
COfvery  till  n^r  the  time  of  his  departure.  .When  I 
firft  vifited  him  in  his  illnefs,  he  was  evidently  in  a^' 
.4jring  condition;  he  talked  like  a  man  that  knew 
^fed,  and  bore  his  affliflion  with  much  refignation,^ 
jipnking  that  when  it  had  wrought  the  will  of  Gbd,> 
a  he 
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lie  fhould  ilecovcr  his  health.  I  was  grieved  to  fee 
him  cxpeAing  life,  when  evidently  there  was  but  ^ 
ilcp  betwixt  him  and  death.  The  next  time  I  faw 
kira,  I  told  him  plainly  that*  in  all  probability  he 
^  could  live  but  a  few  weeks ;  he  appeared  fhocked 
and  confufed,  he  paufed — and  then  recovering  him- 
felf,  thanked  me  for  telling  him  his  cafe — he  added^ 
*^  that  he  much  wifhed  to  live."  I  found  bis  wifh  to 
live  arofe  from  his  domeftie  connexions.  He  had 
married  not  many  months  before  his  illnefe  can^ 
ttpon  him,  and  now  had  a  child  but. a  few  months 
old.     He  faid  death  bad  no  terrors  in  it  to  him,  but 

the  thou^t  erf"  leaving  his  wife  and  child ^He 

could  fay  no  more.  The  anxiety  of  his  count^enance 
afFexfted  me.  My  heart  felt  for  him — we  wept  to- 
gether. He  faid  his  ftrong  defire  for  life  had  kept 
him  from  feeing  the  real  ftate  of  his  health.  He 
prayed  very  eameftly  for  llrength  to  give  up  his- 
wife  and  child.  I  left  him  in  much  trouble.  In  the 
OMirfe  of  a  few  days  I  faw  him  again,  my  heart  was 
much  refreihed  at  the  alteration  which  had  taken 
j^lace  in  his  mind — bis  health  vras  worfe,  but  he  was 
i^conciled  to  death.  He  faid  he  had  gone  throi^h 
an  inexpreflible  confli<ft,  but  was  made  a  conqueror 
in  Chrift.  The  feelings  of  nature  were  overbalanced 
by  the  confolations  of  God,  and  he  was  moil  per- 
fe6lly  refigned  to  the  divine  will — ^he  only  waited 
the  call  of  his  heavenly  Father.  In  this  ftate  be 
died  a  few  days  afterwards.     Precious  in  the  Lord*& 

fight 
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fight  is  the  d^th  of  his  faints.     He  will  caufe  hb 
people  always  to  triumph  in  Chriil  Jefus, 
Jpril  17,  1797- 


To  the  Editor  of  the  UnlverfahJTs  Mtjcdlat^^ 

Sir, 

WHEN  I  take  a  Tctrofpe6live  view  of  the  i7a- 
rious  ftatcs  and  workings  of  my  own  mind, 
1  am  almoft  a  wonder  to  myfelf :  Time  was^  when 
human  wilHom  had  not  power  to  perfiiade  ine,  that 
religion  had  any  thing  in  it  that  ought  to  intereft  my 
flighteft  attention,  and  I  looked  upon  all  thofe  who 
fcparated  from  the  world  on  its  account,  to  be  either 
enthuliafts  or  h}qpocrites;  nor  could  I  endure  their 
ibciety,  without  Ibme  degree  of  pain.  But  at  length 
it  pleafed  the  Lo&d  fo  far  to  enlighten  my  under* 
ftaaiding,  that  I  began  to  doubt  whether  I  had  not 
been  injuring  both  them  and  myfelf^  Farther  light 
convinced  raie  of  my  abfolute  folly  and  blindnefs,  and 
ihewed  me  the  vaft  importance  of  religion — ^that  it 
was  impoffible  for  any  one  to  be  happy,  either  h^a« 
or  hereafter,  without  it.  And  it  was  with  my  whole 
iiesrt  that  I  ibribok  my  former  pleafiires,  my  once 
delightftil  coitipanions  and  connexions,  to  unite 
with  thofe,  whombdbre,  I  either  hated,  fufpeiOied, 
or  deipifed;  and,  to  my  unfpeakable  pleafure,  wa« 
ibon  after  blefi  with  a  full  perfuaficm  of  my  own  cafl 

and 
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and  "de(9ion  to  eternal  life.  The  holy  Scriptures  I 
jread  with  the  utmoft  delight,  reverence  and  attent 
tion  ;  wonders  of  truth,  grace,  love,  apd  mercy  tq 
finners,  appeared  to  pne  to  fhine  thrpugh  the  whole, 
and  I  eameftly  longed  for  others  to  become  Iharers 
in  my  b}ifs,  to  fee  what  I  faw,  and  to  feci  what!  felt 
for  the  unfpeakable  love  of  Chrift.  This  made  me 
extremely  anxious  to  become  ufeful  to  others,  but 
when  for  my  good  intentions  I  have  been  treated 
with  contempt  or  pity,  as  one  out  of  his  mind,  I 
ofed  to  fay  or  think  in  my  heart — ^Well ! ;  I  have 
done  my  duty — I  have  fet  life  and  death  before  yov^ 
if  you  refufe  the  one  and  choofe  the  other,  I  fhaU 
become  a  fwift  witnefs  againft  you  in  the  day  of 
judgment.  And  this  thought,  I  own,  has  at  times 
been  attended  rather  with  a  degree  of  pleafure  thaa 
pain.  In  Ihort,  Sir,  my  judgment  in  divine  things, 
being  under  the  dire6lion  of  .man!s  wifdom  and  aur 
jthority,  I  partook  fo  much  of  the  felfifh  fpirit  of  the 
uncient  Jews,  that  I  confidered  all  thofe  who  had 
not,  or.  at  leail,  that  fhould  not  before  death  have  a 
like  experience,  to  be  outcaftg— that  God  had  no 
mercy,  that  Chrift  had  no  love  for  them — ^that  thc}'^ 
would  die  under  the  irrevocable  curfe.  of  God,  and 
that,  at  the  judgment  day,  they  would  be  fentenced 
to  an  endlefs  durg^tion  of  mifery,  in  the  lake  wifch 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimftone,..  That  Ghrift  died  ' 
for,  the  ele£i  alone^  be  their  number  ever  fo  few^-^ 
that  fuph  fliQuld  certainly  have  an/efFficStual  call  in 

thi$ 
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this  life,  but  that-all  others,  though  their  number 
fhould  amount  to  millions  of  millions,  fhould  be  ut4 
terly  c^it  off,  and  excluded  from  all  participation 
of  the  benefits  and  bleffings  of  Chrift's  fufferfngs  and 
death,  to  all  endlefs  eternity.  This  do6lrine.  Sir,  I 
held  and  maintained  with  all  my  might  for  feverd 
years,  and  that  in  the  fece  of  many  Scriptures,  whicU 
in  their  literal  fenfe  I  knew  to  be  diredtly  againft  it: 
Yet,  as  my  teachc^rs  and  thbfe  commentators  who 
held  the  fame  tenets,  gave  them  a  meaning,  which 
in  (bme  degree  comported  with  their  fyflem,  I  wa« 
fatisfied,  and  kept  my  ftanding,  until  a  friend,  in  a 
difpute  with  me  on  Xkat  fovereignfy  of  Gody  feiriy  beat 
me  on  my  own  ground,  and  filled  me  with  fear  and 
trembling.  I  then,  for  the  firft  time,  found  that  my 
fuppofed  ftrong  hold  was  not  tenable,  nor  my  opi- 
nion, at  leaft  by  ^^,  defencible.  I,  thellsfore,  ap- 
plied for  further  light  and  argument,  but  being  to- 
tally difappointed  in  my  hope  and  expectation,  J  fully 
refolvcd  never  more  to  enter  upon,  or  maintain  an 
argument  of  this  fort,  until  I  had  a  more  competent 
judgment  on  fo  very  fublime  a  fubjecft.  'The  refult 
was,  th.at  for  feveral  years  my  mind  was  held  in  a  ftate 
of  perplexing  yncertainty,  I  dared  riot  eithet  deny 
or  maintain  my  former  fentiments,  and  became  very 
fliy  of  disputation.  I  believe.  Sir,  that  you  yvill  ^gree 
with  me,  that  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  is  one  of  the-ftioft 
unpleafant  that  the  mind  can  be  in,  efpccially  in 
matters  of  r^igion.  •   ^ 

It 
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.  It  IS  now  upvy^rds  of  twenty  years  fince  the  dif- 
pute  above  referred  to  took  place,  and  from  that 
^mc,  till  Mr.  Winchefter's  Dialogues  were  publifhed, 
my  faith  on  this  head,  like  Noah's  dove,  found  no 
place  whereon  to  reft  the  fole  of  her  foot.  The 
Dialogues  I  read  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and  be*- 
ipg  exceedingly  defirous  of  obtaining  fome  degree 
of  certainty  on  a  fubje(5l  of  fo  much  importance^  I 
gave  my  whole  mind  to  its  confideration,  examined 
them  by  the  Scriptures,  compared  Scripture  with 
Scripture,  the  Old  Teftament  with  the  New,  ^nd 
ihoik  particular  texts  on  which  my  former  opinions 
were  grounded,  I  compared  with  thofe  to  which  t^e 
IXalogues  referred,  and  at  length  found  fuch  a  blaze 
<rf"  evidence  burft  in  upon  my  mind,  of  the  truth  and 
certainty  of  tbo  do6lrines  therein  contained,  that  J 
reje6led  utterly  as  falfe,  all  thofe  notions  and  opi- 
nions which  go  to  maintain  the  docftrine  of  endlefs 
inifery.  I  believe.  Sir,  you  can  better  conceive  of, 
than  I  can  exprefs,  what  a  pleafure  this  view  of 
things  aiForded  me  ;  I  muft  fay,  it  was  really  unfpeak- 
aW[e.  ^  The  Gofpel  appeared  to  me,  what  the  an- 
gels declared  it  to  be,  Glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people.  I  could  with  the  Apoftle  pray,  fupplicate, 
intercede,  and  give  thanks  for  all  men,  bec^iufe  I  faw 
it  impoffible  for  God  to  withhold  his  love  from,  any 
fflan.  I  then,  and  now  believe,  that  the  Lord : Jefus 
tafted  death  for  every  man — ^that  he  gave  his  life  a 
ranfom  for  all — that  he  became  9.  propitiation,  not 

for 
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for  the  fins  of  the  eledl  only,  but  for  the  fii^s  of  the 
whole  world,  as  the  Scriptures  abundantly  teftify. 
And  although  the  impenitent,  obftinately  rebeDious 
finners,  fhall  be  dealt  with  according  to  their  deeds^ 
and  that  what  the  Scriptures  declare  concerning 
them  fhall  be  fully  accompliihcd;  and  dreadful  will 
be  the  portion  of  their  cup  •  yet  I  alfo  firmly  be- 
lieve, that  the  liOrd  Jefus  will  fully  accompli  (h  what 
He  came  into  the  world  to  do— that  he  will  utterly 
,defljroy  the  works  of  Satan,  finifh  traufgrefllpn,  and 
make  an  end  of  fin*  He  will  take  the  prey  from  the 
mighty,  and  fet  the  lawful  captive  at  liberty— He 
will  deliver  his  creatures  from  the  bondage  of  cor;- 
ruption  under  which  they  now  groan,  and  bring 
them  into  glorious  liberty— He  will  fo  triumph  over 
hell  and  death,  that  there  fhall  be  no  more  pain, 
fighing  or  f<frrow,  tears  fhall  be  wiped  from  of^  all 
faceSy  and  death  fhall  be  fwallokved  up  in  vi6lor}\ 
He  will  draw  all  men  unto  him,  caufe  every  knee  to 
bow,  and  every  tongue  to  confefs  that  he  is  Lord 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  And  us  our  great 
High  Prieft,  he  gave  his  life  as  a  facrifice  and  atone- 
ment for  the  fins  of  all,  fo  as  King  of  kings,  having 
all  power  in  Heaven,  Earth,  and  Hell,  will  he  go  on 
conquering  and  to  conquer,  until  he  has  utterly  over- 
thrown, and  for  ever  put  down  every  thing  that  op- 
pofes  or  may  oppoie  his  blefled  reign  in  the  hearts  of 
all  his  rational  creatures.  Then  fhall  be  a<icom- 
plifhed  thofe  gl<»ious  prpm.ifes  made .  to  Abraham, 
Vol.  I.  .  X  Ifaac, 
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Ifaac,  and  Jatob,  that  in  Jiim.  the  true  promifed  fori, 
fhall  all  the  nations,  families,  and  kindreds  of  the 
earth  be  blefled.  Well  might  the  angels  at  his 
birth  fing,  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  on  earth 
peace  and  good  will  to  men — ^for  the;y  knew  the 
ground  on  which  he  came,  faw  the  glories  which 
Ihould  follow  his  fuffferings  and  death,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  profpedl  of  feeing  his  enemies  fubdued, 
and  man,  once  in  his  blefled  image,  emancipated 
flavery,  and  fully  reftored  to  that  ftatc  of  purity, 
perfection,  and  bleflednefs  he  enjoyed,  before  Satan 
drew  him  into  rebellion.  What  a  Friend,  what  a 
Saviour  has  man !  Who  that  beholds  the  vail,  the 
glorious  extent  of  his  mediatorial  office,  can  ceafe  to 
fpeak  well  of  his  name !  That  you.  Sir,  and  I,  and  all 
who  love  him,  may  do  our  utmoft  to  promote  his 
glory,  is  the  prayer  of,  • 

Sir, 
With  much  refpcdl,  Your's, 

Philemon. 


T/ie  PFay  to  make  Money  plenty  in  every  Mans  pocket. 
Dr.  Franklin. 

AT  this  time,  when  it  is  th^e  general  complaint 
that  money  is  fcarce,  it  Will  be  an  a6l  of  kind- 
nefs  to  inform  the  moneylefs  how  they  may  re^inforce 
their  pockets.     I  will  acquaint  them  with  the  true 

fecret 
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fecret  of  money-catching— rthc  certain  way  to  fill 

.  empty  purfes — and  how  to  keep  them  always  full. 

Two  fingle  rules,  well  obferved,  will  do  the  bufinefe. 

Firft — Let  honefty  and  induftry  be  thy  conftant 
companions;  and. 

Secondly — Spend  one  penny  lefs  than  thy  con- 
ftant gains. 

Then  fhall  thy  hide-bound  pocket  foon  begin  to 
thrive,  and  never  again  cry  with  the  empty  belly-ach : 
neither  will  creditors  infult .  thee,  nor  want  opprc^, 
nor  hunger  bite,  nor  nakednefs  freeze  thee.  The 
whole  hemifphere  will  fhine  brighter, .  and  pleafure 
fpringup  in  every  corner  of  thy  heart.  Now,  ther^- 
fore^  embrace  thefe  rules  ^nd  be  happy.  Baniftithe 
bleak  wind§  of  forrow  from  thy  mind,  and  live  inde- 
pendent. Then  fhalt  thou  be  a  man,  and  not  hide 
thy  face  at  the  approach  of  the  rich,  nor  fufFer  the 
pain  of  feeling  little  when  the  fons-  of  fortune  walk 
at  thy  right  hand  ;  for  independency,  whether  with 
little  or  much,  is  good  fortune,  and  placeth  thee  on 
even  groiind  with  the  proudeft  of  the  golden  fleece. 
Oh,  then,  be  wife,  and  let  induftry  wake  with  thee 
in  the  morning,  and  attend  thee  until  thou  reacheft 
the  evening  hour  of  reft.  Let  honefty  be  ^s  the 
breath  of  thy  foul,  and  never  forget  to  have  a  penny, 
when  all  thy  expences  are  enumerated  and  paid  : 
then  fhalt  thou  reach  the  point  of  happinefs,  and  in^ 
dependence  fhall  be  thy  ftiield  and  buckler,  thy  hel- 
met and  crown;  then  fhall  thy  foul  walk  upright, 

Xa  nor 
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nor  ftoop  to  the  filken  wretch  becaufe  he  hath  riches, 
per  pocket  an  abufe,  becaufe  the  hand  which  offers 
it  wears  aringfet  with  diamonds. 


QUESTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  JEWS. 

to  the  editor, 
Sir, 

THE  difperfion  of  the  Jews  is  confidcred  by  moft 
Chriftians,  - 

1 .  As  a  Handing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chrif— 
tianity  :  I  alk  wherein  is  it  fo  ? 

2.  As  fbme  attempts  hare  lately  been  made  in 
London  towards  the  converfion  of  the  Jews,  I  alk, 
is  there  any  Scripture  proof  that  they  will  be  con- 
verted as  a  nation  ? 

3.  Will  the  Jews  return  to  their  own  land  again  ? 
And  if  fo,  will  their  return  be  before  or  after  their 
converfion  ? 

4.  If  they  are  to  be  converted,  then  is  it  probable 
that  the  common  means  will  efFe6l  it  ? 

If  any  of  your  correfpondents  will  give  their  fen- 
timeiits  upon  thefe  qucftions,  they  will  perhaps 
oblige  more  of  your  readers  than 

CURIOSO- 

'    April  Q,  1797. 

PERSECUTION 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ti^^  universaust's  miscellany*         1<51 


PEilSECUTlON  EXPLODED. 

A  Fragment  of  a  Letter  written  to  Theodore  Beza^  who, 
like  the  rejl  of  the  Reformers^  did  n9t  imderjland 
aright  the  Doctrine  of  Liberty  of  Confdence. 

^'  "\7'OU  contend,  that  Scripture  is  a  perfedl  rule  of 
Jw  faith  and  prance, but  you  are  all  divided  about 
the  fcnfe  of  Scripture^  and  you  have  not  fettled  whor 
lljall  be  judg^.  You  lay  one  thing,  Stoncanus  arjo- 
liier.  You  quote  Scripture,  he  quotes  Scripture. ' 
_you  reafon,  he  reafons.  You  require  me  to  believe 
you.  I  refpedl  you :  but  why  ihould  I  trull  you  ra- 
ther than  Stoncarus  ?  You  fay  he  is  a  heretic :  but 
t^e  Papifts  fay  you  are  both  heretics.  Shall  I  bcr 
lieve  them  ?  They  quote  hiftorians  and  fathers,  fb^ 
do  you.  To  whom  do  you  all  ^ddrefs  yourfelvcs  ? 
Where  is  the  judge  ?  Ypu  fay  the  fpirits  of  the  p-o- 
phets  are  fubjedl  to  the  prophpts ;  but  you  fay  /  an> 
i|0  prophet,  and  I  fay  you  are  i)ot  one  ;  whp  is  to  be 
judge  ?  I  love  liberty  as  well  as  you.  You  have 
broken  off  your  yoke,  allqw  me  to  break  miqe^ 
Having  freed  yourfelves  from  the  tyranny  of  papifh 
prelates^  >Yhy  do  you  ti;rji.ecc)eliafl:ical  tyrants  your- 
fplves,  and  treat  others  with  barbarity ,  and  cruelty^ 
fqr  only  doing  what  you  fet  tfiem  an  example  to  dp  ? 
You  contend  that  your  lay-hearers,  the  magiftrat^, 
and  not  you  are  to  be  blamed,  for  it  is  they  wl^p  ba-^c 
ni(h  and  burn  for  herd y.     I  know  ;you  make  thi% 

X  3  excufc  : 
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excufe :  but  tell  me,  have  not  you  inftilled  fuch 
principles  into  their  ears  ?  Have  they  done  any  thing 
more  than  put  in  practice  the  do6lrine  which  you 
have  taught  them  ?  Have  you  not  told  them  how 
glorious  it  was  to  defend  the  faith?  .Have  you  not 
been  the  conftant  panegyrifts  of  fuch  princes  as  have 
depopulated  whole  diftri6ls  for  herefy  ?  Do  you  not 
daily  teach,  that  they  who  appeafl  from  your  codfef- 
lions  to  Scripture,  ought  to  be  punifhed  by  the  fe- 
ctilar  power  ?  It  is  impoffible  for  you  to  deny  this. 
Does  not  all  the  world  know,  that  you  are  a  fort  of 
demagogues,  (or  to  fpeak  more  mildly)  a  fort  of  tri- 
bunes, and  that  the  magiftrates  do  nothing  but  ex- 
hibit in  public  what  yoii  teach  in  private  ?  You  try 
tojuftify  the  banilhment  of  fome,  and  the  execution 
of  others,  and  you  feem  to  wifh  us  to  follow  your 
example.  God  forbid!  When  you  talk  of  your 
Lutheran  confeflion,  and  your  Calviniftic  creed,  and 
3^ur  unanimity,  and  your  fundamental  truths,  I  keep 
thinking  of  the  fixth  commandment.  Thou  Jhalt  not 
kill.  Farewel,  moft  learned  and  refpeAable  Beza  ; 
take  what  I  have  faid  in  good  part,  and  continue 
your  friendfhip  for  me." 

Happy  woiiW  it  have  been  for  'the  worlds  if  all 
Chriftian  minifters  had  reafoned  like  the  niild  and 
merciful  Diidith,  who  was  writer  of  the  above  letter/ 
]But,  alas!  What  influence  could.he  have  with  man- 
kihd?  Beza,  and  Calvin;  and  Luther,  and  all  other 
^thodox  mcttj,  faid  that  ZW/M  was  a  heretic. 

•     '  THE 
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THK  JAW  BONE  OF  AN  ASS. 

Thoughts  on  the  15  th  Chapter  of  Judges. 
Continued  from  Page  128. 

'^  npHEN  faid  the  Philiftines,  who  hath  done  this  ? 

JL  And  they  faid,  Samfon,  the  fon-in-law  of  the 
Timnite,  becaufe  he  took  his  wife,  and  gave  her  to 
his  companion ;  then  the  Philiftines  went  and  burned 
her  and  her  father  with  fire. 

Then  faid  Sanrfon  unto  them,  fince  ye  have  done 
in  this  manner,  furely  I  will  avenge  myfelf,  and  af- 
terwards I  will  forbear.  And  he  fmote  them  leg  upon 
thigh  bone  with  a  great  flaughter.  Then  he  went 
and  inhabited  a  cave  of  the  rock  of  rapacious  birds, 
{Oitam.) 

Tbfen  the  Philiftines  came  up  and  encamped  ju 
Judah,'and  Extended  unto  the  lower  jaw,  (Lehi.)  And 
the  men  of  Judah  faid,  wherefore  carue  ye  up  againft 
us?'  And  they  faid,  to, bind  Samfon  are  we  come  up, 
to  db  utlto  him  as  he  hath  done  unto  us.  Then  three 
.Chiefs  of  the  men  of  Judah  went  to  the  cave  of  the 
rpcfc bf  rapacious  birds,  (Otram)  and  faid  unto  Sanifon, 
knoMidt  thou  not  that  the  Phililtines  are  rulers  over^us  ? 
Why,4fcerefore,  haft  thou  done  thus  unto  us  ?  And  he^ 
faid;  as  they  haVed()n(i:^UY)to  me,  fo'have  I  done  unto 
thdmi  Then  they  faid  unto  him,  to  bind  thee  are 
>vei<^c»ne,  to  give  thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philif- 
tines ;  and  Samfon  faid  unto  them,  fwear  unto  me, 
1      ^  X^  left: 
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left  ye  fall  upon  me  yourfelves  ;  and  they  faid  unto 
him,  no,  but  to  reftrain,  we  bind  thee,  and  give  the^ 
into  their  hands,  but  we  will  not  caufe  thee  to  be 
killed. 

Then  they  bound  him  with  two  new  cords,  and 
c^me  up  with  him  from  the  rock,  and  went  beyond- 
the  lower  jaw.  And  the  Philiftines  gave  a  loud 
fhout  to  proclaim  it ;  then  rufhed  upon  him  the  fpi- 
rlt  of  Jehovah,  and  caufed  the  cords  that  were  upon 
his  arms  to  become  like  flax  which  was  burnt  in  the. 
fire,  and  his  fetters  w.ere  lobfed  from  off  his  hands. 

And  he  reached  the  moift,  difturbed,  lower  jaw, 
.  and  he  darted  forth  his  hand,  and  took:  and  fmote 
with  it  a  thoufand  men :  for  Samfon  faid,  ^f  With 
the  diilurbed  lower  jaw,  (in)  dreadful  confufion^,. 
with  the  diilurbed  lower  jaw,  caufe  to  be  fmitten  a 
liioufand  men  ;  and  as  he  finiflied  thefe  words,  he 
darted  forth  the  lower  jaw  from  his  hand ;  then  he 
called  the  place,  the  projected  lower  jaw. 

Then  he  thirfted  exceedingly,  and  he  cried  unto 
Jehovah,  and  iaid,  thou  haft  given  into  the  hand  of 
thy  fervant  this  great  falvation  ;  yet  fhall  I  die  with 
thirft,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  5j;he  uncircumcifed. 
Then  the  Alejm  cleave4  thq  hoUow^  which  is  in  the 
lower  jawy  aqd  waters  fprang  forth  from  it.  And  he 
drank,  and  his  fpirit  returned,  and  he  revived ; 
therefore  he  called  its  name,  ^^  The  Fountain  of  the 
Invocating,"  which  is  in  the  loiver  jaw  even  to  this, 
day;*    .  .:  -:        , 

Few 
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'  Few  ftudies  would  prove  more  beneficial  to  mznr:^ 
kind,  than  fuch  as  woujd  fo  far  tend  to  elucidate  thc^ 
hiftory  of  fociety,  as  to  teach  man  how  to  bring  the 
barbarous  nations  to  an  early  ftate  of  perfection,  and 
uninterruptedly  pr^ferve  them  in  it  for  fucceeding 
ages.  But  fociety,  like  the  individuals  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  will  not  learn  but  by  experience.  Trained 
firom  the  ignorance  of  infancy  to  the  refined  judg- 
ment of  "maturity,  its  ftrength  is  employed  upon  pur^ 
pofes  of  ambition^  gain,  or  pleafure ;  and,  in  a  pre- 
mature  old  age,  it  fondly  thinks  that  it  is  able,  by 
ftiiiiulatives,  to  prop  up  a  decayed  conftitutlon,  ready 
to  perifh  through  extreme  debility. 

The  period  in  which  Samfon  lived  was  in  the 
youthful  ftate  of  the  Jewifh  theocracy.  Jehovah, 
with  thekindnefs  of  a  parent,  had  given  them  the 
heft  of  laws,  and  the  moft  paternal  advice,  but  the 
folly  of  youth  made  them  run  riot.  And  having  no 
chief  magiftrate  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  unite  the 
families  to  each  other,  compadling  the  tribes  into  one 
folid  body  ;  every  man,  inftead  of  obeying  the  laws, 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  By  the 
fimplicity  of  their  manners  made  virtuous,  and  by 
their  living  made  vigorous;  they  became  powerful 
under  a  David  (who  knew  how  to  reward  and  pu- 
nilh,  both  to  make  regulations  and  enforce  them.) 
He,  trained  up  in  the  fchool  of  revelation  and  adver- 
fity,  broke  afunder  their  jarring  parties,  united  reli- 
gion, inlcreft,  glory,  and  order,  and  made  of  them  a^ 

great 
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great  nation.  Whilft.Samfon,  poflftffing  a  knowledge 
of  the  laws  of  Jehovah,  endowed  with  more  than  hu- 
man ftrength,  and  always  made  vi^lorjous,  by  the 
faith  he  had  in  the  promifed  afSftance  of  his  God, . 
could  only  become  a  terror  to  his  enemies,  but  left 
bis  countrymen  flaves  to  a  nation,  fmaller  in  terri- 
tory, but  made  ftrong  by  difcipline.  Led  away  by 
headftrong  paflions,- ignorant  hqw  to  rule  himfelf,  he 
was  pnable  how  to  govern  others.  If  this  was  not 
the  pafe,  could  he  have  fought  tofe'/enge  himfelf  oq 
the  Philiflines  for  putting  his  wife  and  her  father  to 
dpath,  when  by  fo  doing  they  had  only  enforced  that 
fentence  which  his  condudt  had  declared  them  to 
deferve  ? 

Like  the.  half  civilized  natives  of  the  South-Sea 
Iflands,  the  favage  tribes  of  America,  or  the  uncivil 
lizcd  inhabitants  of  Greece  in  the  days  of  Hercules ; 
Samfori,  though  he  hated  his  wife,  efteemed  his  ho- 
nour concerned  in  the  revenging  her  death  ;  and,  it 
is  faid,  fmote  them  "  leg  upon  thigh  bone,  with  great 
flaughter."     Probably  this  expreffion  applies  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  did  it,  not  by  arms,  but  feizing- 
them  as  they  Tan  away  in  great  terror,  and,  by  an  ex-i 
ertion  of  prodigious  ftrength,  bending  them  back- 
wards, and  fo  killing  them.     After  this- he  went,  and 
dwelt  in  a  cave  upon  the  top  of  the  rock  of  rafaci(xtit 
birds y  thus  called,  moft  probably,  from  the  heigiit  of 
it  being  an  harbour  for  birds  of  prey,  and  from  its 
lUuation  almoft  inaccefRble.    Any  one  who  h^  read : 
:-    :„  '        the 
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tbe  voyages  ta  the  South-Sea  Iflands/  whilft  thefr 
imaginations  may  realize  the  forti'efs  of  Samfon,  mdy 
lit^wife  elifcoVei*  iti  it  another  proof  of  the  uncivilized 
ftate  of  Judea  iri  his  lime  ;  *  a  ftrong  corroborative  ar- 
gument in  favour  bf  the  veracity  of  the  hiftorian. 

"  Then  the  Philiftines  came  up  and  encamped  in 
Jiidah,  a?id  extended  themfelves  to  Lehi**  The  word  is 
applied  to  fortifications,  and  fignifies  to  be  l6ofe,  diC- 
etigaged,  and  feemg  to  imply  that  the  outfkirtsof  the 
army  reached  '^  to  thclower  jaw^'' -  ox  prominent  part 
of  the  rock. 

'  The  Ifraelites,  inftead  of  being  able  to  oppofe  the 
ajmy  of  the  Phihftines,  were  in  fuch  complete  fub- 
je6tion  as  not  even  to  think  of  it,  only  enquiring  the 
rteafon  for  fuch  an  hoftile  appearance ;  and  fo  un- 
hinged was  their  focialunbn,  that' they  did.not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  acquainted  with  a  circumftanfee, 
which  being  done  by  him  who  judged  Ifrael  for 
twenty  years^  muft,  if  fociety  had  been  in  the  leaft 
degree  conne6led,  have  been  ktiown  from  Dan  even 
to  Beerfheba.  But  upon  the  Philiftines  anlwering, 
by  informing  them,  that,  as  liege  Lords  of  the  coun- 
try^ ihey  wanted  to  punifh  their  rebellious  fubje6ls, 
lJie''rtien*of  Jtids^h,  "llke'-WiliJhg'ilaves,  inftead  of 
6wriing  the  hand  of  ^Tehdvah,  and  enlifting  themfelv^ 
under  the  banners  of  Samfon,  appear  to  have  fent 
only  d  deputation  to  him  of  three  chief  men  belong- 
ing to' 't'he  tribe  of  Judah.  It  is  recorded,  that  in 
theii^joumey  through  th6  wildernefs,  the  Ifraelites 
'    •'  marched 
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marched  like  a  well  ordered  army,  under  the  com* 
ipand  of  heads  of  fifties,  hundreds,  thoufands,  &c. 
And  from  the  frequent  references  tp  tjiis  fubjcdl  wc 
may  learn,  that  when  Jofhua  fettled  tjiem  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  it  was  under  the  fame  inilitary  form  of 
government^  ey^ry  maq  being  enrolled  from  the  age 
of  twenty  to  the  age  of  fixty,  and  liable,  as  a  great 
national  ipiliti^,  tq  be  called  fprth  to  defend  theip 
country  froiri  invading  enemjps,  Jp  this  rnannei? 
England  was  conquered  and  fettled  by  the  Saxons  ; 
niid  excepting  that  there  was  not  a  divifion  of  land 
py  lot,  and  the  confequences  that  muft  arifc  from  the 
want  of  it,  ip  eftablifliing  thp  old  feudal  fyftem, 
(which  is  the  real  founjiation  -of  what  is  called  the 
Britifh  Gpnftitution)  we  find  no  great  diffimilarity  ii> 
the  nature  of  the  two  governments. 

The  word  alep  npt  only  fignifies  a  thquf^nd,  but 
likewife  a  chief,  a  leader,  a  head  of  a  thoufand  ;  and 
from  this  I  infer,  that  not  three  tlipufand  mpn,  but 
three  headsbf  thoufands,  went  up  to  Samfon.  Surely, 
he  would  not  have  permitted  three  thoufand  to  paft 
the  narrow  defiles  that  guarded  the  way  tq  his  for? 
trefs ;  although,  knowing  his  ftrength,  he  ipight  per-r 
mit  three  men,  whq  werp  beads  of  the  thoufands  of 
Judah.  And  it  is  mpft  likely,  that  ^hen  pvery  man 
did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes,  they  would  not 
attend  to  fubordination ;  therefore,  like  that  of  an 
half-pay  Colonel,  their  fituation  was  nominal,  and 
without  power;  for  even  in  the  days  of  Samud,  Saql^ 
.    : .  although 
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aithough  chofen  King,  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
nfing  fevere  threats  to  aflemble  the  army  of  Ifraef ; 
which,  had  the  heads  of  thoufands  been  always  ready 
to  aflemble  their  troops,  there  would  have  been  no 
occafioii  for.  Samfon  exadls  from  them  only  an  oath, 
tiiat  their  officious  fear  might  be  checked,  and  their 
lives  be  prefervcd.  Perhaps,  alfo,  he  hoped,  that 
they,  feeing  the  vifible  manifellation  of  Divine  power 
in  his  favour,  might  be  roufed  from  their  flupor,  own 
him  their  leader,  and  find  that  Jehovah  was  able  and 
willing  to  deliver  them  from  the  yoke  of  their  op- 
preflbrs. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  motives  of  cither  party, 
and  whether  with  three  or  three  thoufand  men,  Sam- 
fon was  bound,  and  led  down  to  Lehi  {the  lower  jaw) 
where  the  fpirit  of  Jehovah  came  upon  him,  and 
caufed  the  cords  that  were  upon  his  hands  to  become 
Kke  burned  flax.  Does  this  ruftiing  of  the  fpirit  im- 
ply any  thing  like  an  outward  vifible  manifeftation  ? 
Or  doth  it  mean,  that  the  ftrength  of  Samfon  was  fo 
encreafed,  that  the  flrong  new  cords  became  like 
flax  before  it  ?  At  the  fight  of  Samfon  bound,  and 
led  down  a  prifoner,  to  be  delivered  into  their  hands : 
the  Philiftines,  who  were  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  by 
a  loud  fliout,  proclaimed  it  to  the  reft  of  the  army; 
when  Samfon,  who  had  come  juft  beyond  the  lower 
jaw  (a  part  of  the  rock  fo  called)  feeling  the  influence 
-of  the  fpirit  of  Jehovah,  darted  forth  his  hand,  and 
feized  a  part  of  the  iower  jazv-^  a  proje<?ting  crag  of 

the 
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the  rock,  that  was  already  fhattercd^  or  partly  broken ; 
and  offering  up  a  prayer,  "  that  it  might  dreadfully 
confufe  and  difturb  them,  and  flay  a  thoufand  men," 
he  then  hurled  it  down  upon  them.  It  is  probable 
that  the  whole  rock  had  but  one  paflage  to  its  fpr- 
trefs,  by  which  circumftance  it  became  a  proper  n^ 
treat  for  Samfon.  And  when  the  Philiftines  fliouted 
for  joy  at  the  fight  of  their  mighty  enemy  bound 
and  fettered,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  they  ran 
with  eagemels  up  the  paflage  to  meet  him,  and  that 
the  broken  rock,  as  it  rolled  down  the  declivity, 
dafhing  from  crag  to  crag,  and  carrying  deilru6lioji 
in  its  progrefs,  might  with  eafe  overwhelm  a  thour- 
iand  men. ; 

And  when  he  had  finifhed  his  prayer,  he  cafl  forth 
Leki  {the  jaw)  with  all  his  might,  as  he  would  caft 
forth  a  javelin  from  his  hand.  And  "  he  called  the  - 
place  Ramath  Lehiy^  u  e.  the  proje<Sled  lower  jaw, 
or  lower  jaw  fhot  forward,  ir>  allufion  to  his  cafting 
the  part  of  the  rock  down  the  declivity ;  which  name 
it  cannot  be  conceived  he  would  have  given  to  the 
place,  had  he  flain  a  thoufand  men  there  with  the 
jaw-bone  of  an  afs  literally. 

A  perfon  in  a  fit  has  a  preternatural  exertion  of 
ftrength,  which  always  occafions  intenfe  thirfl;  thus 
Sampfon,  having  had  his  ftrength  preternaturally 
exerted,  in  rending  piF  and  cafting  down  the  frag- 
ment of  the  rock,  became  ready  to  perifh  with  thirft. 
Upon  which  lamenting  it,  he  called  upon  Jehovah, 

who 
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who  caufed  a  fpring  th^t  was  under  the  part  of  the 
rock  which  he  had  broken  ofF,  to  burft  forth.  It 
mull  be  remarked,  that  the  hiitorian  particularly  no- 
tices that  it  ^^'^s  moift ;  the  rock  hid  the  Ipring,  the 
breaking  off  the  rock  caufed  it  to  lay  near  the  fur- 
face,  and  the  po^ver  of  Jehovah,  at  the  requeft  pf  Sani- 
fon,  caufed  it  to  burft  forth— who,  to  fhew  his  grate- 
ful recollection  of  divine  mercy,  called  it  *^  The 
fountain  of  the  invocating,"  or  given  in  anfwer  to 
prayer.  Had  this  fountain  literally  been  in  the  jaw 
bone  of  an  afs,  ever  flowing,  as  it  muft  have  been  ac- 
cording to  the  common  tranlktion^  in  a  country  hot 
as  was  Judea,  and  bordering  upon  the  Arabian  de- 
larts,  the  poifleflbr  of  it  would  have  had  a  treafure  fu- 
perior  to  the  purfe  of  the  renowned  Fortunatus. 

Had  Sampfon  with  the  jaw  bone  of  an  afs  flain  a 
thoufand  men,  furely  the  whole  army  of  the  Phllif- 
tines  muft  have  been  difcomfited,  or  he  would  have 
flung  away  his  arms  before  he  had  obtained  the  vic- 
tory. How  then  came  he  to  dread  falling  into  the 
hands  of  tiae  Philiftines  through  the  violence  of  his 
thirft  ?  But  if  the  havoc  he  made  amongft  the  Philif- 
tines, was  upon  the  vanguard  of  the  Philiftine's  army, 
he  might  dread  the  confequenccis^  if  his  ftrength  had 
not  been  reftored.  A. 
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EXPOSITION  dF  JOB.  n.  4. 

Skin  for  Skinny  ea^  all  that  a  Man  hathy  will  he  give  for 
his  Life. 

BEFORE  the  invention  of  money,  trade  ufed 
ta  be  carried  on  by  barter,  that  is,  by  exchang- 
ing one  commodity  for  another.  The  man  who  had 
been  hunting  in  the  woods  for  wild  beafts,  would 
carry  their  Ikins  to  market,  would  exchange  them 
with  the  armourer  for  bows  and  arrows.  As  thefe 
traffickers  were  liable  to  be  robbed,  they  fometimes 
agreed  to  give  a  party  of  men  a  fharis  for  defending 
them,  and  Ikins  were  a  very  ancient  tribute.  With 
them  they  redeemed  their  own  ihares  of  property, 
and  their  lives*  It  is  to  one  or  both  of  thefe  cuftpms 
that  the  text  alludes  as  a  proverb. 

Imagine  one  of  thefe  primitive  fairs.  A  multi- 
tude of  people  from  all  parts,  of  different  tribes  and 
languages,  in  a  broad  field,  all  overipread  with  va- 
rious coipmodities  to  be  exchanged.  Imagine  this 
fair  to  be  held  after  a  good  hunting  feafon,  and  a  bad 
harveft.  The  Ikinners  are  numerous,  and  Ikins 
cheap — whj:^t^  the  ftafF  pf  life,  is  fcarce,  and  the 
whole  fair  dread  a  famine.  How  many  Ikins  wil]  a 
man  give  this  year  for  wheat,  without  which,  he  and 
his  family  mull  inevitably  die  ?  Why,  each  would 
add  to  the  heap,  and  pnt  Jiin  uponjkin^  all  the  skins 
that  a  man  hath,  will  he  give  for  his  life.     Imagine 
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tihe  wheat  growers,  of  which  Job  was  one,  carrying 
home  their  Ikins'  which  they  had  taken  for  \vheat/ 
Irtnagine  the  party  engaged  to  protect'  them,  railing 
the  tribute,  and  threatening,  if  it  were  not  paid,  to 
put  them  to  death.  What  proportion  of  Ikins  woulrt> 
thefe  merchants  give^  in  this  cafe  of  neceffityi?  Skin- 
tiponjkin,  yea  all  the  skins  that  they  have'y  will 'they 
give  for  their  lives.  The  text  then  is  a  proverb,  the> 
meaning  of  which  is,  that  a  man  will  fave  his  life  at 
any  rate. 


MORAL  AGENCY.  . 

fFahcortk,  ^bur/day  E<vmhfgi  March  13,  i797# 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  Certainly  fhould  never  have  thought  of  putting 
my  ideas  upon  the  prefent  fubje6t  into  writing, 
had  you  not  delired  me  fo  to  do;  but  I  caiinot  keep 
them  back  after  you  have  called  forthem ;  I  fhall  there- 
fore endeavour,  briefly,  to  ilatc  the  progrefs  of  my 
thoughts  on  the  very  interefting  queftion,  ^^  whether* 
"  man  be  a  Moral  Agent,  or  whether  he  be  the  child 
^^  of  inevitable  deftiny."  I  fay  moral  agent^  becaufe^ 
I  fully  acquiefce  in  the  propriety  of  the  diftin6lion 
you  made,  between  a  free  and  a  moral  agent,  th& 
former  term  can  only,  in  its  utmoft  extent,  be  appli^ 
ed  to  that  Being  who  worketh  after  the  connfel  of  his 
c^n  will 'among  the  armies  of  Heaven,  and  among^ 
the  childi-en  of  men.  None  can  ftay  his  hand  or  fay 
Vol.  I.  Y  '  unto 
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unto  him  what  docft  thoii  ?  It  is,  however,  far  other- 
-wife,  even  with  the  beji of  men^  whom  we  find  faying,' 
the  good  which  I  would  I  do  not ;  but  the  evil  which 
I  'would  not  that  I  do.  "  If  then,  there  is  a  law  which, 
often  prcrvents  the  free  exercife  of  our  own  minds, 
•furely  it  is  highly  improper  to  call  man  difree  agent, 
who'  is  bound  and  controuled  by  fo  many  outward 
objecSls.  .  ' 

Being  educated  a  Calvinill  and  taught  that  of  my- 
felf  I  could  do  nothing,  which  do6lrine  was  continu- 
ally enforced  by  my  good  mother,  I  of  courfe  ente;rcd 
into  life  with  no  ftrong  notions  of  the  moral  powers 
of  man.  It,  however,  fortunately  happen^,  that  the 
intets  of  truth  into  the  human  mind  are  fo  numerous, 
that  it  will  iind  its  way  even  into  the  moft  prejudiced, 
at  times  and  feafons.  I  often  rejoice  at  this  confi- 
dcralion.  Hence  it  is^  that  we  find  men  often  a6ling 
in  the  concerns  of  life  and  in  their  intercourfe  with 
each  other,  contrary  to  their  fyflems.  Thus,  though 
tauglit  to  confider  myfelf  merely  a  paffive  being  in 
a  religious  point  of  view,  yet  I  was  confl:antly  treated 
as  an  accountable  bcmg  capable  of  doing  good  or 
evil,  and  threats  and  promifcs  addreffed  to  me,  which  ■ 
I  truftj'have  not*  entirely  failed  of  their  effe6h  About 
twelve  years  ago,  I  was  drawn  into  correfpondence 
with  a  young  man  who  had  imbibed  the  do<Slrine  of 
philofophical  neccffity,  and,  on  this  ground,  juftified 
Juicide.  A  defire  of  reclaiming  him  from  this  error 
led  me  into  a  train  of  argument,  wherein  I  attempted 

to 
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to  prove  that  a  man  was  accountable  for  his  adlions, 
and  that  he  poflefled  the  power  of  doing  good  or 
evil.  But  this  was  contrary  to  my  fyftem,  and  not 
having  at  that  time  thoroughly  inveftigated  the  fub- 
jG&iy  I  found  I  could  not  reply  fatisfadlorily  to  his  ar- 
guments, and  therefore  dropped  the  correfpondence, 
leaving  him  in  pofleffion  of  the  field,  and  carrying 
away  a  contamination  which  afterwards  fpread  over 
me,  and  gave  me  a  ftrong  bias  to  the  fentiments  I 
had  oppofed. 

It  was  not  till  a  confiderable  time  after,  I  received 
the  E)o6lrine  of  the  Reftitution  of  all  things,  that  I 
entirely  got  rid  of  the  idea  that  God  was  the  author 
of  all  the  thoughts,  words  and  a<5tions  of  his  creatures. 
I  uf0d  often  to  reafon  with  myfelf  thus :  God  fills  all 
fpace,  there  can  therefore  be  room  for  nothing  elfe, 
univerfal  nature  is,  "  hit  the  varied  GocT'  (Thomp- 
fon's  Hymn) — I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  write 
the  conclufions  thefe  premifes  led  me  to ;  but  I  af- 
fure  you,  I  was  often  fo  bewildered,  that  I  think  a 
little  more  would  have  diflradled  me.  However,  by 
attending  Mr.  Winchefler's  Miniftry,  my  prejudices 
by  degrees  melted  away,  1  began  to  find  that  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  Scripture  implied,  that  man  was 
an  accduntable  being,  that,  as  fuch,  exhortation, 
warnings,  promifes,  and  threatnings  were  addrefFed 
to  him.  I  then  began  to  read  a  few  works  upon  the 
fubje<5l;  Dr.  Saunderfon,  Dan.  Taylor's  Friendly 
Conclufipn,^    and  latterly  the  Chevalier  Ramfay's 
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Book,  and  his.  Travels  of  Cyrus ;  thefe  laft  fet  me 
completely  at  cafe. 

I  really  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  there  are  fome 
things  which  are  too  high  for  human  invefligation, 
^d  which  we  do  well  not  to  pore  upon.  Of  this  kind^ 
I  conceive,  are  the  manner  of  the  divine  exiftencfiy 
the  mode  of  creation,  and  t^he  nature  of  the  foul.— 
Perhaps  this  opinion  is  owing  to  my  own  peculiar 
imbecility  :  but  I  confefs  I  feel  great  relief  in  turn- 
ing my  thoughts  from  thefe  fubje6ls  to  thofe  which' 
ate  more  within  my  grafp.  Beficjes,  I  do  not  find 
that  the  Scriptures  contain  thofe  nice  met^phyfical 
difquifitions,  which  fome  of  our  moral  philofophers 
feem  fo  fond  of.  On  th?  fubjeft  of  Moral  Agency,, 
the  great  Locke  faid,  ''  I  have  long  given  up  alt 
*^' thoughts  of  combining  Omnipotence  in  God  and 
^^  Free  Agency  in  man,  and  conclude,  that  if  an 
"  Omnipotent  Being  be  capable  of  creating  a  Free 
"  Agent,  then  man  is  free,  though  I  fee  not  the  way 
''  of  it."  (Locke's  Letters,  p.  %A.)  The  Scriptures 
take  fome  great  leading  truths  for  granted,  without 
attempting  to  prove  them,  fuch  as  the  Being  of  God, 
and  (I  think)  the  Moral  Agency  of  Man.  If  there 
be  any  truth  implied  in  all  the  Scripture,  I  think  this 
laft  is  one,  it  is  the  ground  of  all  the  addrefles  of  Gtxl 
to  man.  Although  I  cannot  comprehend  the  man- 
ner in  whiwh  ^he  great  firjl  caufe  could  give  to  the 
works  of  his  hnnds,  a  power  of  a6ling  in  many  cafes 
contrary  to  his  approbation  ;  yet  as  the  admifiion  of 
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this  idea  folves  aH  .the  difficulties  about  the  origin  of 
evil,  the  prefent  dilbrders  of  the  world,  and'thofe  fu- 
.  ture  judgments  which  we  are  taught  to  expetf):,  T 
moft  joyfully  receive  it,  as  one  of  the  nioft  valuaWe 
of  truths :  without  it,  the  Reiloration  itfelf^  would 
lofe  half  its  beauty,  for  the  pains  and  fuffi^rings  of  the 
prefent  life,  and  the  tremendous  agonies  of  the  fecond 
<leath,  muft  be  the  wanton  exercife  of  arbitrary 
power  if  man  adls  frpm  inevitable  neceffity.  But  if 
man  poflfeffes  a  felf  determining  power,  and  is  capa- 
ble of  choofing  good  or  evil,  then  his  prefenjt  and  fu- 
ture condition  is  accounted  for,  a>nd  the  Divine  Cha- 
radler  is  fully  cleared.  This  opipion  is  not  only 
founded  on  Scripture  (which  I  fliQuW  not  fear  to  ex- 
amine on  the  fubjecS)  but  is  alfo  agreeable  to  tTi^ 
^common  ienfe  of  mankind,  and  continually  afted 
upon  in  our  dealings  with  each  other.  It  docs  not 
appear  more  difl^cult  than  the  idea  of  b.  Being  difHnA 
from  God  ;  indeed  the  notion  of  neceffity,  an'd  thsA 
the  univerfc  is  but  one  fubftance,  feem  infeparably 
conne(9ted  ;  but  what  uncomfortable  and  monftroirs 
confequences  will  this  opinion  lead  to.  After  all. 
Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  repeat  my  former  obfervation ; 
the  modus  whereby  the  fotil  atfts  in  any  cafe,  con- 
trary to  the  Divine  will,  is  beyond  the  power  of  riiy 
mind  to  conceive  :  it  will  be  fruitlefs  to  attenrpt  to 
inveftigate  it ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  meddle  witli 
things  that  are  too  higW  fof  me.  This  cdnclufion* 
may  not  fuit  the  pride,  of  man  which  wants  to  undcf- 
y  3  ftand 
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ftand  the  firft  principles  of  things;  but  if  I  am  to 
continue  compos  mentisy  it  muft  be  mine. — A  patient 
and  diligent  attention  to  the  various  fa6l$  which  come 
daily  i;nder  our  notice;  and,  among  the  reft,  of  our 
own  minds  will,  I  conceive,  lead  us  to  the  knowledge 
jof  general  principles  fafely  and  furely:  but  to  get  a 
few  fa6ls,  and  then  fet  about  to  eftablifh  maxims, 
will  entangle,  us  in  difficulties  and  (hut  us  up  from 
the  truth.  Much  has  been  known  of  phylics  by 
experimental  philofophy — much  may  be  known  of 
.the  nature  and  properties  of  the  foul,  by  ftudying  its 
a6lions — much  may  be  known  of  God,  by  a  limple 
attention  to  his  works  and  his  word. 

But  though  I  contend  that  the  moral  agency  of 
man  is  the  only  principle  which  can  explain  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things,  or  clear  up  the  charadler  of  God, 
yet  in  my  view,  his  felf-determining  power  may  be 
increafed  or  diminifhed,  fo  as  almofl:  to  be  loft.  Some 
cafes  there  are,  in  which  we  cannot  excrcifeit — if  we 
open  our  eyes,*we  cannot  heljp  feeing  the  objects  be- 
fore us — if  we  go  within  the  vortex  of  a  'whirlpool, 
we  cannot  prevent  it  from  fwallowing  us  up — but  we 
.may  have  it  in  our  power  not  to  open  our  eyes,  or 
.not  to  go  within  the  vortex.     If  Stephen's  perfe- 
^cutors  had  liftened  to  him,  they  could  nothave  ftoned 
.  him — ^to  enable  them  fo  to  do,  they  ftopped  their 
ears.     The,  officers  who  were  fent  to  take  Jefus, 
could  not  lay  hands  upon  him,  becaufe  they  came 
ynder  the  fafcinating  power  of  bis  eloquence — ^to 
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have  obeyed  their  orders,  they  muft,  like  Stephen's 
murderers,  have  (lopped  their  ears.  As  there  are 
fome  circumfiances  which  infallibly  draw  us  on  to 
good,  fo  there  are  fome  which  infallibly  draw  us  on 
to  evil;  fuch  is  the  fm  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft — 
having  committed  it,  we  have  pafled  the  verge  of  a 
precipice,  whence  we  muft  fall  into  perdition.  Jefus 
feid  to  fome  charaAers  in  his  day — ^How  can  y^ 
efcape  -  the  damnation  of  hell  ?  Self-indulgence  will 
weaken  the  moral  faculty^  and  materialize  the  foul, 
&  that  its  felf-determining  power  may  be  nearly 
loft;  but  felf- denial  will  ftrengthen  to  fuch  a  degree, 
.  that  matter  fhall  become  obedient  to  fpirit,  and  take 
whatever  form  the  mind  fhall  pleafe.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  illuftrate  this  idea  by  fadls — Uovf  do 
the  various  diforders,  engendered  by  fenfuality,  bind 
us  as  with  a  chain !  And  what  aftonifhing  feats  of 
maftery  will  not  the  exercife  of  virtue  enable  men  to 
perform  ! 

As  I  am  not  in  the  habits  of  writing  my  fenti- 
ments  frequently,  I  cannot  exprefs  all  my  thoughts 
upon  this  fubje6l — and  perhaps  what  has  been  writ- 
ten, is  but  little  to  the  purpofe.  It  will  however,  I 
hope,  ferve  to  prove  my  *willingriefs  to  comply  with 
your  intimations,  and  it  will  alfo  afford  me  an  occa- 
lion  to  aflure  you  of  the  afFeftionate  regard  with 
whiph  I  remain^  My  dear  Sir,  . 

,  Moft.refpeafully  Yours, 

B.  J,     • 

y4  Li^ 
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Lift  of  Writers  upon  the  Rejloratlotiy  continued  frotti 
Page  106. 

DR.  Thomas  Nie\vton,  Bifliop  of  Briftol,  and 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  Lpndon,  he  died  in  Fe- 
bruary^  1782.  He  was  a  m^p  of  eminent  learning, 
and  e,xcepdingly  well  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures, 
Specially,  with  the  prophetic  part  of  them.  His  Difr 
fertations  on  th?  Prqphecies  .are  a  well  known  work, 
and  moft  juftly  eftecmed.  The  argu^lent  for  *th^ 
4ivmity  of  Scripture,  taken  from  the  fulfilment  of 
prophecy,  is,  by  the  Bifliop,  repn^fented  with  great 
force.  If  the  levity  of  the  pref^nl  age  would  fufFer 
itfelf  to  atj:end  to  this  argument,  the  torrent  of  infi- 
delity >vpuld  he  imnjediately  flopped,  as  it  is  a  thenxe 
th^t  cannot  be  ex)bfiufted,  but  goes  on  with  increaf- 
iipg  force,  according  as  Prqvidenpe  realises  the  \xnih 
of  prophecy  by  its  iuJfilnient. 

'  If  any  ftudent  in  divinity  would  have  a  'general 
and  conne6led  yiewqf^|:his  importafit  fubje^t,  lethirn 
r^d  Bifbop  Newton  uppu  the  Prophecies  that  hav^ 
henfulfilkdy  with  Mr.  Wincheftpr's  Lectures. upojq 
tbe  Prophecies,  which  remain  to  be  fuifilkd^^  In  his 
Diflertations  on  Future  Puniflim^nt, .  be  in  the 
plaiueft  ma^aer^  declares  his  belief  of  th^  refiiiutim 
-of  all  things,  as  a  dod^rii^e  cqngeniiai  with  the  4iYi?i9 . 
perfedions,  and  with  the  general  tenor  of  Scripture. 

The  late  Dr.  George  Cheyoe,  a  phyfician  of  great 
learning  and  abilities — ^in  the  charaj6ler  given  bim  in 
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the  Encyclopoedia  Britannica^  it  is  faid,  that  a'lpirit 
4Df  piety  and  benevolence,  ^nd  a  zeal  for  the  interefts 
of  virtue,  are  predominant  throughout  his  writings. 
An  amiable  candor  and  ingenuity  are  alfo  difcemi- 
l)le,  and  led  him  to  retradl  with  readinefs,  whafevdp 
appeared  to  him  to  be  cenfurabfe  in'  what  he  had 
formeriy  advanced.  He  fcems  to  have  held  the  uni- 
yerfal  do6lrine  upon  philofophical  grounds.  In  his 
Philofophical  Conje6lures  on  the  original  animal  body ^ 
page  27,  he  fays,  '  Our  whole  creation,  our  entire 
^  Jyjiem,  in  regard  to  our  defaced  and  foiled  planet, 
^  labours  like  flaves  at  the  oar,  is  in  travail,  and  in  a 
^  perpetual  fermentation  and  effervejcence,  as  in  a  mar 
^  lignant  fever,  working  for  a  crife  and  delivery^ 
^  Some  individuals  may  be  delivered  fooner,  fome 
^  later,  according  as  their  expiation  and  purific^ioa 
^  is  perfected  ;  and  at  laft  the  whole  fyftem,  and  all 
^  its  inhabitants,  muft  naturally  and  neceflarily,  but 
^  liarmonioujly  -or  analogically,  and  according  to  gc-r 
^  neral  laws,  undergo  fome  great  and  violent  crife^ 
^  attd  an  wniverfal  goal-delivery  will  be  brought 
^  about;  but  when  and  how  this  will  be  accomplifhed, 
^  is  beyond  conjeifture  ;  ^^  a  thoiifand y&ars  are  hut  as 
^^  a  day  herey  ^nd  the  ways  of  the  Almighty  are  paft 
^^  finding  out.^'  The  following  anecdote  is  related 
^f  bim-^'I^at  his  yputh  had  been  ipent  in  clo^  ftudy, 
and  in  great  t^nperance ;  but  coming  to  fettle  at 
London  wheji  Sbout  thirty  years  old,  and  finding 
f^  yojinger  gentry  and  fi«e  |iy^  to  he  the  moft 
'      •  eaiy 
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eafy  of  acccfs,  and  moft  fufceptible  of  fri^ndfhip,  he 
changed  on  a  fudden  his  former  manner  of  life,  in 
order  to  force  a  trade.  The  confequence  was,  that 
jye  grew  daily  in  bulk,  and  in  intimacy  with  his  gay 
acquaintance^  arriving  in  time  to  fiich  an  enormous 
fize,,that  he  exceeded  thirty-two  ftone  weight,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  have  the  whole  fide  of  his  chariot 
made  open  to  receive  him  into  it;  he  grew  fhort- 
breathed,  lethargic,  nervous^  and  fcorbutic,  fo  that 
his  life,  became  an  intolerable  burden.  In  this  de- 
plorable condition^  after  having  tried  all  the  power 
ofmediciile  in  vain,  he  refolved  upon  a  milk  and 
vegetable  diet,  the  good  efTe6ls  of  which  quickly  ap- 
peared^  Hi&  fize  v^aij  reduced  almoft  a  third,  and  he 
recovered  his  ftrength,  adivity,  and .  cheerfulnefs, 
with  the  pe|fe6l  ufe  of  all  his  faculties.  In  fhort,  by 
^  regular  adherence  to  this  TCgimen,  he  Uved  to  a 
mature  period,  dying  at  the  age  of  72.  This  is  a 
ftrikipg  proof,  that  much  mor^  may  be  done  to- 
wards reftpring  health  by  reginjen,  than  by  n^ecjicine. 

Muralt,  author  of  the  World  Unmafl^ed,  or  the 
Philofopher  the  greateft  Cheat,  in  2  vols. 

This  writer,  I  believe,  Mras  a  Frenchman^  but  a§.his^ 
work  is  in  EngUjk,  we  mentipn  h jm.  In  the  2d 
edition^  vol.  ii:  page  30,  we  read  as  follows :  *  Jefus 
^  Chrift  came  to  Jove  all  meriy  and  this  is  repeated  in 
*  alnnoft  every  page  of  the  New  Teftament.  \ 

*  It  is  true,  that  among  thei  divines  who  maintain 
^  the  eternity  of  tcymenis,  thofe  called  Calvini%  uj*^ . 

/  derftand 
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*  derftand  by  all  men  the  ele(ft  chofen  out  of  all  na- 
^  tions,  and  the  Arminians  take  the  words  as  a  proof 

*  that  God  offers  all  men  the  grace  necJeflary  for  fal- 

*  vation  :  but  fuch  divines  as  deny  the  eterility  of 

*  hell  torments,  and  have  a  better  title  to  the  deno- 
^  mination  of  Univerfallfts  than  the  fdrmer,  believe, 

*  that  as  God  has  declared  his  defire  that  all  iiien 
^  ihould  be  faved,  fo  he  will  accomplifh  it  in  its  lit- 
^  moft  extent.  He  exprefles,  fay  they,  a  pofitive 
^  will,  which  fooner  or  later  will  bave  its  efFedt,  and 

*  not  a  bare  with  that  all  men  may  be  faved.  Let  us 
^  come  to  fomething  more  particular.     Jefus  Chrift 

*  came  to  reftore  all  things ;  of  which  mention  is 

*  made  Ads  iii.  21.  But  if  he  faves  only  a  fmall  rcm- 
^  nant,  all  things  are  fo  far  from  being  reftored,  that 
^  there  would  be  but  a  handful  fo  reftofed,  wbilft  the 
^  multitude  would  continue  eternally  in  diforder  arid 
^  confufion,  &c/ 

In  the  courfe  of  his  piece  this  author  fhews,  that 
the  fentiment  of  eternal  mifery  is  a  great  caiffe  of 
Deifm  among  many  thinking  men.  He  alfo  hints  at 
another  thing,  which  deferves  much  conlideration,  viz. 
That  the  controverfy  betwixt  the  Calvinift&  and  the 
Arminians  can  never  be  brought  to  a  conclufion,  nor 
the  Scriptures  be  ever  Ihewn  as  confiftent  with  thdim- 
felves,  but  upon  the  ground  of  the  Uuiverfal  Refto- 
ration. 

Francis  Leicefter,  A.  B.  formerly  of  Peter-Houfc 
College,  Cambridge.    He  was  fome  time  curate  of 

St. 
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St.  Thomas's  CIHFand  o^all  Saints,  Le\\^eSi  In  178d, 
ht  pttbliihed  tv^o  good  fermohs,  intitled,  ^  Chrift 
jglorified  in  the  falvation  and  reftoration  of  all  man- 
kiittl/  In  page  6^  of  which  work  he  fays,  '  But  the 
^Seripturc  which  crowns  all,  and  the  laft  which  I  ihall 
Iwing  into  proof  is  Rev.  v.  13.  Here  every  creature 
which  is  in  Heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the 
-^^rth,  and  fiich  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in 
th^n,  are  heard  faying,  bleffing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power>  be  unto  Him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  Here 
nil  creation  is  at  his  feet,  and  that  not  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  or  petitions  in  their  hands ;  not  with 
crymg  and  fupplications,  or  weeping  like  JoJiii, 
in  ch-  iv.  becaufe  things  were  hidden  and  kept  fe- 
crtt ;  birt  with  joy  in  their  hearts,  and  praifes  in 
their  mouths  ;  with  melody  on  their  lips,  and  halle- 
lujahs on  their  tongues ;  with  looks  and  countenances 
foil  of  fatisfaAion  and  delight ;  and  their  faces,  in- 
stead of  gatherii^g  blacknefs,  turning  into  palene/s, 
at  being  covered  with  ihame  and  confulion  (as  once 
•was  the  cafe  with  fome  of  them)  they  all  now  fhine 
'^s  the  Sun,  repkte  with  light,  life,  and  love,  full  of 
ftcftacy  iftnd  rapture!  And  that  tfccaufe  the  book 
-written  within  and  On  the  backfide,  and  fealcd  with 
ifeven  feals,  is  nfow  openM  and  unfealed,  afud  all 
things  revealed  and  explained.  Their  own  cafes  par- 
titfftferty  unfolded  to  their  view,  wpth  all  the  ways 
Aftd  tnfejm&  theit  )o^ng  Sat4our  took-  to  bring  thtrh 

to 
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to  the  fituation  they  ^^e  now  in,  with  otl^er  i^raicj^^ 
of  grace  and.  love,  &oc.  Where  then  there  Js  ^^, 
verfal  fratfe  and  thank/giving,  univer/al.  harm^rrjn  O^ 
love,  and  beiti  Heaven  and  earth  Joundmg  and  rejotm^i 
ing  acclamations  of  joy  and  peace,  there  nmfi  he  amv^v- 
Jaljalvation.^ 


THE  METHODISTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverfaTifPs  Mfcellany. 

Sir, 

I  Have  fbi?  ioxo^  years  fe^a  withr  great  picafure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Methodift  connexSlion.   The  gresli' 
curculation   of  the  Armi^m.  Magazine   efpectaUy  < 
teis  given  me  pejcuJiar  feti^a6tion.     I  hav^  long 
thought  that  Rev,  ni.  8.  was  applicable  bo  that  piouaj 
body  of  people.    '  Thou  haft  kept  my  word,  andr.haft, 
not  denied  my  ncmiel  Ko\5r  what  is  the  name  of  the  Soa. 
of  God  that  is  there  mentioned?   We.  know  that  Jie 
hath  many  names?,  all  of  them  expreflive  of  power^ ;ot. 
twth,  or  love.     But  ther^   is  one  great  name  of* 
Chrift,  which  feems  particularly  to  be  meant  hCTCi-. 
Now  if  we  can  find  fome  name  of  the  Mediator  ia^ 
which  his  glorious  charadler  is  moft  fully  expreifeo^ . . 
this  will  bid  fair  to  be  the  name  in  queftion.     Whea*' 
the  angel  announced  the  birth  of  Chrifl:  to  Jofeph, 
he  fidd,  '  And  thou  fhalt  call  his  name  Jefm,  fcrt-  he 
Ihall  fave  hh  people  from  their  fins  f  The  comcttoti- 

glofi 
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glofs  given  to  this  phrafe,  ^  his  feople^  is,  all  the  ele6l, 
or,  all  who  believe  in  him.  It  is  of  little  importance 
which  of  thefe  interpretations  are  received,  for  the 
Calvinift  fays,  all  who  are  ele6led  will  believe,  and 
the  Arminian  fays,  all  who  believe. are.  eledled.  But, 
Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  the  phrafe  ^  his  people^ 
means  the  Jewijh  people.  I  could  produce,  perhaps, 
fifty  texts  in  which  it  is  fo  taken.  Let  me  mention  a 
few.  Deut  xxxii.  43.  compared  with  Rom,  xv.  10. 
here  the  phrafe  is  exprefsly  -  defcnptive  of  the  Jews. 
Pfal.  iii.  6  and  Q.  here  the  Jews  are  called  his  people, 
diftinguifhed  from  the  Heathen,  whofe  land  they  in- 
herited ;  and  as  being  in  covenant  with  G<xl,  which 
was  peculiar  to  them.  Luke  i.  68.  here  the  context 
determines,  that  it  is  the  redemption  of  the  Jewifli 
people  which  is  fpoken  of,  as  it  does  alfo  in  ver.  77 
(^  the  feme  chapter.  Again,  Luke  vii.  l6.  the  phrafe 
his  people  is  exprefsly  meant  of  the  Jews.  See  alfo 
Jieb.  X.  30.  with  Deut.  xxxii.  36,  and  Pfal.  1.  4. 
^I  think.  Sir,  it  might  eafily  be  proved  from  Scrip- 
ture that  there  is  a  redemption,  judgment,  reward, 
and  puniftiment  of  the  Jewifh  people,  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  not  to  the  exclufion  of  the  Grentiles,  but 
diftindl  from  them.  I  reft  afliired  then,  that  the 
aJ)ove  wor4s  of  the  angel  defcribe  the  falvation  which 
was  to  come  upon  the  Jewijh  people  through  him, 
ajad  on  which  account  he  was  to  be  called  Jefus,  t.  e. 
Saviour.  This  falvation  oi  his  people,  the  Jews,  may 
)>^  Viewed  in  its  progress,  as  firft,  in  them  that  em- 
braced 
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braced  the  Gofpel  in  its  firft  promulgation.     Tliefe 
were  very  few  comparatively,  for  he  came  to  his  own 
feople,  and  his  own  people  received  him  not.  This  ftl- 
vation,  therefore,  was  very  partial,  in  regard  of  tic 
number  to  whom'  it  extended,  but  to  as  many  as  re- 
ceived bim,  to  them  giave  he  power  to  b#6ome  the 
fons  of  God.   To  them,  therefore,  he  was  JeftiSy  the 
Saviour  from  fin.    Secondly,  When  he  cometh  again, 
then  the  Jewifh'  Nation  (who  ftill  lay  under  the  guilt 
of  his  blood)  {hall  fee  him  whom  they  have  pierced. 
Rev.  i.  7.  Zech.  xii.  10.     They  fhall  mourn,  and  it 
Ihall  be  a  griacious  mourning,  caufed  by  pouring  oiit 
the  fpirit  of  grace  find  of  fupplications,  and  in  that 
day  there:  fhall  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  hotife  of 
Davidy  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem^  for  fifi  and 
lincleannefs.  Zech.  xiii.  1.   It  is  then  that  all  (living} 
IfracI  fhall  be  favedJ  Rom,  ii.  26.     This  will  be  a 
great  falvation  of  his  Jewifh  people.     Then  will  he 
be  known  eminently  as  JeJuSy  the-  Saviour  from  fin. 
But  yet,  even  when  this  great  work  is  done,  all  Jiis 
Jewijh  people  \yill  not  be  faved,  for  it  will  yet  remdn 
that  the  great  multitudes  which  have  died  in  their 
unbelief  will  be  in  condemnation.     Therefore,  that 
Ghrifl  might  appear  to  be  Jefus,  in  the  fullcft^fenfe, 
to  his  Jewijh  people^  we  are  informed  that  God  con- 
cluded .  them  all  in   unbelief,  that  he  might  have 
mercy  upon  alL  Rom.  xi.  32.     Here  it  appears  that 
as^Twwy  of  the  Jews  as  were  fhut  up  in  unbdief,  ^ 
tmny  fhall  the  mercy  of  God  extend  unto.  Then  will 

the 
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the  name  Jejus  be  fully  knowti  to  the  Jews.  But, 
the  angel  did  not  anounce  him  to  Jofeph  as  the  Savi- 
our of  any  but  Jus  Jewtjh  people,  yet  his  falvation  is 
npt  confined  to  tbem.  He  is  tbe  iaivation  of  God  ta 
tberends  of  the  earth.  His  birth  will  not  be  glad 
tidings  to  the  Jewifli  people  only ;  but  it  Ihall  be  fo 
to,  all  people,  becaufe  he  is  ^  Saviour  Chrift  the  Lord. 
In  him  fhall  all  the  nations,  kindreds^  and  famines  of 
the  earth  be  bleflec^.  It  appears  he ,  Ihall  bpar  the 
name  Jefus  to  all..  The  greateft  of  all  the  names  of 
C^Sift.  is  Jefu^.^  We  are  informisd  that  the  Father 
h^Sh  exalted  him  above  every  name  that  is  named, 
ilQt.only  in  this  ag€,  but  in  that  alfo  which  is  to  come. 
Ephef.  1,,  21.  And  God  hath  given  him  a  name, 
which  is  above  every  name,  that  in  the  name  Jefus 
e^very.  knee  Ihould  bow,,  of.  things  in  heaven,  and 
things. in  e^rth^  and  things  under  the  earth,  and' every 
tongue  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrifl:  is  Lord  to  the  glory, 
of  God  the  Father.  Thus,  Sir,  you  fee  that  the  nanie 
JefuSy  is  the .  greateft  of  all  the  Mediator's  names.. 
It  i^  the  name  in  which  he  will  fave  his  Jewifh  people 
from  .their  fins,  and  in  which  alfo,  he  will  be  the  Iai- 
vation of  God,,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

You  will  perhaps  afk,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with 
tbe  Methodifts  ?  I  anfwer,  much,  very  much,  in  my 
judg^hent.  For  they  have  long  contended  '  for  the* 
vnlverfality  of  redemption  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  I: 
do  not.  mean  to  fay,  that  they  have  taught  the  refti- 
ttition  of  all  things  to  holinefs  and  happinefs  in  Chrifl;^ 

Jefus ; 
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*fefas ;  (thcAigh  thdrc  are  fame  -ftrong  intimations  of 
this  great  truth  in  fcveral  of  their  writings,  which  f 
fnay  poffibly  trouble  you  with  fome  other  time)  but 
tihfey  have  aiJerted  the  fuffioiency  of  ^onemerit  for 
aU,  that  it  was  drfigried  for  aM^  that  it  is  offered  to 
aU^  that  all  mayliave  falvatlon,  if  #iey  wiU.     Thus, 
"Sir,  they  have  not  denied J^t  Mediator's  great  name, 
Jefm.      Some  Chriftians  have,  I  think,  denied  t-his, 
-and  feemed  to  take.a  pleafure  in  reftri<fting  the  mer- 
cy  x)f  the  Moll  High,  caflerting  that  Chrift  did  not  die 
ibr  aH.     I  have  often  thought  that  our  Mcthodifl: 
friends  are  harbingers  of  the  appearance  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ghrift,  which  Ihall  univerfally  pre\^il  on  the 
earth.     In  which  ftate  the  fulnefs  of  grace  ihall  be 
underftood  and  owned  among  men.     And  it  is  with 
concern  th^t  I  fee  thefe  champions  for  the  univer- 
jfality  of  the  love  of  God  flopping  fhort,  as  though 
they  were  jealous  of  the  truth  of  their  prernifes. — 
That  they  have  flopped  fhort  is  evident,  not  only  in 
the  great  oppofition,  which  many  among  them  make 
to  the  dodlrine  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things  (which 
is  only  the  proper  rcfult  of  their  own  prernifes)  but 
Bifo,  they  have  this  year  changed  part  of  the  Title  of 
their  Magazine.  Their  Magazine  has  continued  above 
twenty  yea;rs,  and  the  latter  part  of  its  Title/has  run 
thus,  ^  Extradls  and  Original  Pieces  upon  Univerf  I 
Redemption  J     Now,  Sir,  they  have  altered  the  Titb 
this  year.    And  it  now  runs  thus,  '  Extracts  and  Ori- 
^nal  Pieces  upon  General  Redemption,^     Any  perfon 
may  be  iatisfied  of  this,  by  coufulting  the  Arminian 
Vol.  I.  Z  Magazine 
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Magazine  for  January  ]  797,  and  the  firfl:  number  pf 
any  former  volume.  As  I  apply,  Rev.  iii.  8.  emt 
nently  to  our  Methodift  brethren,  fo  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  11th  verfe  of  the  fame  chapter  h^ 
reference  to  them.  ^  Hold  f aft  what  thou  hafty  let  no 
man  take  thy  crown.*  What  can  be  the  reafon.  Sir, 
for  their  above  alteration.?  Does  il  not  look  very 
much  like  giving  up,  a  part  at  leaft,  of  what  they  had? 
How  are  we  to  account  for  this  ?  Had, they  not  con- 
fidered  their  premifes  years  ago  ?  I  think  that  Mr.  J. 
Weftley  did,  many  years  ago,  fee  the  natural  rcfult 
pf  Arminian  principles,  and  that  he « knew  that  the 
Univetfal  Reftoration  of  all  lapfed  creatures  would  ne- 
ceflarily  follow.' 

If  you.  Sir,  think  this  letter  worth  inferting  in  your 
Mifcellany,  I  will,  at  foifie  future  time,  give  proof  of 
the  above  from  Mr.  Weftle3;'s  writings. 

In  the  mean  time  I  remain.  Sir,  your's,  &q. 

.SENEX. 


POETRY. 

IMPROMPTU  THOUGHTS 

Al  the  Prayer  ^Meeting  in  the  Tahe^-naele,  on  Gqod-J^riday^  th§ 

I'SihJprilyijgj. 

ON  ENTERING  THE  TABEI^NACLE. 

WHITFIELD  once  within  this  place. 
To  Tinners  made  falvation  known ; 
To  Tinners  fhew'd  Jehovah's  face, 
Without  one  lingle  angry  frown. 
II.  But  when  the  fervant  of  the  Lord 

By  Tyftem  led,  curtail'd  his  love,  . 
Angels  with  pity  iift'ning  heard. 

While  Satan's  laughing  hoft  approve.  IIJ. 
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III.  Soon  may  the  happy  time  arrive 

When  here,  the'AU-redecming  6od, 
May  teach  mankind  like  him  to  live. 

And  fpread  from  hence  his  love  abroad. 

IV.  Then  ihall  thefe  walls  thy  glory  fill, 

And  Chrift  from  hence  exalted  be; 
Here  fhall  his  fervants  root  out  ill. 
By  thy  vaft  love,  O  Deity ! 

*  V.  Whitfield  from  Heav'n  {hall  then  look  down. 
And  raife  new  praifes  to  thy  name, 
Rejoic'd  to  find  thy  love  made  known. 
And  all  mankind  thy  praiife  proclaim. 

AFTER  THE  FIRST  HYMN. 

I.  WHEN  unto  thee  my  God  I  fing. 

Let  facred  truth  dictate  the  fong ; 
Ne'er  may  I  foar  on  fiftioii's  wing. 

Or  force  my  mournfril  notes  along. 

II.  But  let  me  ev'ry  thought  furyey. 

Feel  all  my  wants  and  know  thee  good. 
And  take  by  faith  the  living  way 

To  Heav'n,  thro'  Jefu's  cleanfing  blood. 

AFTER  THE  FIRST  PRAYER. 

Amen,  Jehovah  hear  the  pray'er, 

Teach  all  mankind  themfelves  to  fee. 
Their  guilt  to  own,  to  thee  draw  near. 

Thou  AU-reftoring  Deity. 
'    Then  (hall  we  not  each  other  blame ; 

But  know  mankind  one  family. 
Like  one  unite  to  praife  thy  name. 

And  leave  each  other's  confcience  free. 

After  the  Second  Prayer j  and  during  the  Exhortation* 

I.  HEAVENLY  FATHER  hear  our  pray'r. 
To  thy  fervants  now  draw  near. 
All  oui  hearts  unto  thee  flee. 
Make  us  of  one  mind  with  thee. 
No  divided  int'reft  prove. 
Join  with  Chrift  to  fpread  thy  love. 

JI.  Ev'ry  day,  oh  Lord,  is  thine, 
Each  proclaims  ^hy  hand  divine : 

Wc 
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We  thro'  each  thy  goodnefe  prove, 
Striye  in  all  like  thee  to  love. 
Proud  our  Saviour's  crofe  to  own. 
Gladly  worflup  at  thy  throne. 

III.  Chrift  has  all  out  fins  tsook  tip,       . 
He  is  evVy  day  our  hope. 

We  thro'  him  triumphant  life^ 
Seize  the  great  Milleniafl  tpriee^  • 
Glorious  with  our  Saviour  reign. 
His  bright  crown  and  priefthood  gain. 

IV.  Hark,  ye  finnersj  lift'ningTiatt! 
Finifli'd  is  felvation's  work: 
Jefus  reigns,  he  all  dire&s. 

All  his  fcrvants  he  protecis ; 
Let  us  then  his  glory  raife. 
Gratefully  obey  and  praife. 

THE  CONCLUSION. 

Aloud  your  voices  raife, 

Jehovah's  praifes  fing ; 
Omnipotent  in  all  his  ways 

Is  the  eternal  King.    ^ 
Our  ftrength  we  dare  not  tnift, 

Tho\i  art  our  confidence. 
Almighty,  glorious,  wife,  and  juft. 

Our  only  fure  defence, 

II.  May  all  thy  will  be  done, 

Fulfil  each  vaft  defign. 
Make  all  creation  Thee  to  own. 

And  take  the  Chriftian's  fikgn: 
Make  Aem  thy  Chrift  obey, 

And  own  his  regal  pow'er. 
That  all  may  know  his  upright  fway,    • 

And  Thee  thro'  him  adore. 

III.  All  hail.  Almighty  Lord, 

Great  King  of  Kings  art  thou ! 
Spread  wide  the  knowledge  of  thy  Word, 

And  lay  all  error  low : 
Ere£t  thy  lofty  throne, 

March  on,  all-conq'ring  King ; 
That  ;ill  thy  works  thy  love  may  own, 

And  glad  obedience  bring. 
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MAY,    1797. 

mssWB^sfs^    .1^  liiui  I  I    Jill  ill  I  iigcBxrgeaBBe— M^^ 

EXTRACT  FROM  HENDJ^JSON. 

TO   THE   EDITOR, 

i  kaow  not  whether  ih/^  Wwk,  in  whic^  J&e  fdlowv 
ing  extra(3:.  is  pontained,  has  come  ui>4er  your 
obfervation :  but  at  any  rate  the  arguujeftts  jt  c€»i- 
tains  in  favour  9^  the  Reftoration  entitle  it  to  a 
place  in  your  Mifcellany.     The  author's  maxt  is^ 

John  Henderfon.  

I  rwnain  your  brother  for  Chrift*s  feke, 

oRjGErr. 

TjvfE  argues  in  the  following  manner,  ift.  I  lay 
JLJL  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  be  doubted  by  few, 
nvd  denied  by  !nOne,  that  whofoever  doth  any  thing, 
foreseeing  ithe  certain  event  thereof,  Willeth  that  event, - 
If  a  parent  fend  children  into  a  wood  wherein  grow 
poifpnous  berries,  and  certainly  know  that  they  will  cat 
<^tbenv  it  is  of  no  importaiKe  in  tiie  confiderations 
t  of  common  feofe,  that  he  cautions,  forewarns,  or  that ' 
Vol.  I.  A  a  they. 
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they,  having  free  will,  may  avoid  the  poifon.  Who 
will  riot  accufe  him  of  their  death  in  fending  them 
into  circumftances  where  he  foreknew  it  would  hap- 
pen ?  God  foreknows  every  thing  ;  to  his  knowledge 
^  every  thing  is  certain.  Let  us  fuppofe  him  about  to 
create  twenty  men :  he  knows  ten  of  them  (or  any 
number)  will  become  vicious,  therefore  damned, 
thence  inherit  the  uncealing  penalty.  Who  doubts 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  wills  the  end^  who  being  al- 
mighty and  all-knowing,  does  that  without  which  it 
could  not  come  to  pafs  ?  But  He  hath  fwom  by  him- 
felf^  for  he  could  fwear  by  no  greater,  that  he  willeth 
not  the  death  of  him  that  dieth  ;  that  is,  he  willeth 
it  not  as  death  finally,  or  fimply,  or  dcftru6lion  irre- 
coverable. And  if  it  occur,  it  is  a  part  of  his  eco- 
nomy of  grace,  a  miniftration  unto  life ;  for  he  hath 
•declared,  that  his  will  is,  that  all  fhould  be  faved  r 
therefore,  the  do6lrine  which  forges  any  contrary 
will,  falfifies  fupreme,  unchangeable  truth.  And 
were  not  reafon  on  my  fide,  I  fay  to  all  obje6ling 
reaflbners,  '^  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar." 
I  need  not  add  what  a  very  differehtvdew  is  pefented 
from  the  do6lrine  I  defend. 

2dly.  I  lay  it  down  as  another  indubitable  maxim, 
that  whatfoeyer  is  done  by  a  Being  of  the  t)i vine  at- 
tributes, is  intended,  (by  his  goodnefs)  condu6ted, 
(by  his  wifdom)  and  accomplilhed^  (by  > his  power)  to 
a  good  end.  Now  ^11  poffible  good  ends  may  be 
enumerated  under  three  words~Hohour,  pleafure, 

benefit; 
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benefit ;  and  every  one  to  whom  good  can  accrae 
from  endlefs  puniftiment,  muft  be  €\ih^  funi/kcr^pu^ 
nl/hedy  ox  fellow-creature  to  ih^  punijhed.  Let  us  try 
every  one  of  the- former  three  to  each  of  the  latter. 

ift.  The  punt/her.  Would  it  be  greater  honour  to 
the  puni/her  to  have  his  creatures  miferable  than 
happy  ?  I  will  venture  to  fay  by  proxy  for  every  heart. 
No.  Would  it  be  a  gvcsX.tr  pleafure  ?  No ;  and  be- 
tiefit  to  him  can  be  none. 

2d.  Punijhed.  Endlefs  punifhment  can  be  neither 
honour y  pleafure,  nor  benefit  to  them,  though  punifh- 
ment on  my  fcheme  will  be  of  endlefs  benefit. 

3rd.  Tho.  fellow-creatures.  It  will  be  as  honourable 
to  them  as  to  have  one  of  their  family  hanged.  If 
they  have  fleafUre  in  it,  they  mufl:  have  a  diabolical 
heart,  and  mufl:,  by  the  jufl:  fearcher  of  hearts,  be 
committed  to  the  place  prepared  for  the  Devil  and 
his  angels.  Benefit  they,  can  have  none,  except 
fafety,  and  that  is  fully  anfwered  by  the  great  gulph, 
by  confinement  till  reformation. 

As  then  unceafing  torments  can  anfwer  no  pofliblei 
good  end  to  any  one  in  the  utiiverfe,  I  conclude  them 
to  be  neither  the  will  nor  the  work  of  God.  Could 
I  fuppofe  then,  I  mufl:  believe  them  to  be  inflifted 
by  a  w^antonnefs,  or  cruelty,  which  words  cannot  ex- 
prefs,  nor  heart  conceive.  But  let  this  be  the  com- 
fort of  every  humble  foul,  known  unto  God  are  all 
his  works ;  the  Judge  of  all  fhall  do  right ;  and  Ho 
ordereth  all  things  well.     It  hath  pleafed  him  to  re* 

A  a  2  .  concile 
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oOQcile  all  things  to  Himfelf.  Therefore^  to  ham  fhall 
bow  evety  knee,  and  every  tbngue  flidil  fay,  ^^  It* 
^kkt  Lord  I  have  ftrength,  and  I  have  rightcoofriefe^'' 
Etid^^  April  OS,  1797- 


NATURAL   HISTORY. 

Continued  from  page  132. 

HUMAN  invention  has  been  exercifed  for  fevcral 
ages  to  account  for  the  various  irregularities 
of  the  earth.  While  thofe  philofophers  mentioned 
in  the  laft  chapter  fee  nothing  but  beauty,  fymmetry, 
and  order,  there  are  others,  who  look  upon  the 
gloomy  fide  of  Nature,  enlarge  on  its  defe^,  end 
feem  to  confider  the  earth  on  vAvkch  they  tread  as  one 
fcene  of  extenfive  defolation.  Beneath  its  furfecci 
they  obferve  minerals  and  waters  confufedly  jumbled 
together ;  its  different  beds  of  earth  irregularly  lying 
upon  each  other ;  mountains  riling  from  places  that 
once  were  level,  and  hills  finking  into  vallies ;  whole 
regions  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea,  and  others  again 
rifii>g  out  of  its  bofom ;  all  thefe  they  fuppde  to  be 
but  a  few  of  the  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in 
our  globe,  and  they  fend  out  imagination  to  defcribe ' 
it  in  its  primeval  fl:ate  of  beauty. 

It  feems  to  us  that  thefe  philofophers,  in  a  general 

view  of  it,  have  got  a  true  idea  of  the  former  and  pre- 

fent  ftate  of  the  earth.    Tradition;^  probably,  whofe 

*         *  fource 
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fource  was  revelation,  furnifhcd  them  with  their  flrft 
tiK>ught  of  what  the  earth  tt;as,  and  is^  Obfervatkni 
difcovcriBg  evident  marks  of  confufioa  in  the  prcf^ut 
appearance  of  things,  it  is  eafy  for  them  to  conelude 
tiiat  the  earth  has  undergone  fome  vafl:  and  afliidling 
change.  Revelation,  which  in  our  view  contains  the 
true  principles  offcience,  gives  a  particular  account 
of  this  change ;  nor  do  we  think  that  the  various  ap- 
pearances upon  the  furface,  and  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  can  be  rationally  accounted  for,  but  by  ad- 
mitting the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  Deluge. 

It  would  be  tirefome  to  our  readers  to  bring  for- 
ward all  that  has  been  faid  by  the  iyllem  makers. 
Burnet,  Whifton,  Woodward,  BuiFon,  &c.  have  each 
invented  and  promulged  their  fyftem,  and  have  had 
their  admirers  and  oppofers.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be 
imprc^er  to  give  the  outlines  of  each.  Burnet  fays 
the  earth  was  at  firft  a  fluid  mafs,  a  chaos  compofed 
of  various  fubftances,  differing  both  in  denfity  ancl 
figure ;  thofe  which  were  moft  heavy  funk  to  the 
center,  and  formed  in  the  middle  of  our  globe  an 
bard  folid  body  ;  thofe  q{  a  lighter  nature  remained 
ne^^t;  and  the  waters,  which  were  lighter  ftill,  fwam 
upon  its  furface,  and  covered  the  earth  on  every  fide. 
The  air,  and  all  thofe  fluids  which  were  lighter  than 
water,  floated  upon  this  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner encompaflfed  the  globe  ;  fo  that  between  the  fur- 
rcHinding  body  of  waters  and  the  circumambient  air, 
there  whs  formed  a  coat  of  oil^  and  other  undluous 

A  a  3  fubftances> 
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fubftances,  lighter  than  water*  However,  as  the  air 
was  ftill  extremely  impure,  and  muft  have  carried  up 
with  it  many  of  thofe  earthly  particles  with  which  it 
once  was  intimately  blended,  it  foon  began  to  defe- 
cate, and  to^depofe  thofe  particles  upon  the  oily  fur- 
face  already  mentioned,  which  foon  uniting  together, 
the  earth  and  oil  formed  that  cruft,  which  foon  be- 
came an  habitable  furface,  giving  life  to  vegetation 
and  dwelling  to  animals. 

The  good  Doftor  fays,  that  the  earth  thus  formed 
was  an  uniform  plain,  every  where  covered  with  verr 
dure,  without  mountains,  vfithont  feas,  or  the  fmalleft 
inequalities.  It  had  no  difference  of  feafons,  for  its 
equator  was  in  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic,  or,  iii  other 
words,  it  turned  oppofite  to  the  fun,  fo  that  it  enjoyed 
one  perpetual  and  luxuriant  fpring.  However,  this 
delightful  face  of  Nature  did  not  long  continue  the 
fame ;  for  after  a  time,  it  began  to  crack  and  open  in 
.fiflures,  a  circamftance  which  always  takes  place 
when  iJje  fun  dries  away  the  moifture  from  rich  or 
marfliy  fituations.  The  crimes  of  the  antediluvian 
world  had  been  for  fome  time  prepiaring  to  draw 
down  the  wrath  of  Heaven  ;  and  they,  at  length,  in- 
duced the  Deity  to  defer  repairing  thofe  breaches  in 
nature.  Thus  the  chafms  of  the  earth  every  day  be- 
came wider,  and,  at  length,  they  penetrated  to  the 
great  abyfs  of  waters,  and  the  whole  earth,  in  a  man- 
.  ner,  fell  in.  Then  enfued  a  total  diforder  in  the  uni- 
form beauty  of  the  firft  creation^  the  terrene  furface 

of 
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of  the  globe  being  broken  down ;  as  it  funk,  the  wa-. 
ters  guflied  out  into  its  place;  the  deluge  became' 
unireffal ;  all  mankind,  except  eight  perfons,  w^e 
puniflied  with  deftru<5lion,  and  their  poftcrity  con-  ^ 
demned  to  toil  upon  the  ruins  of  defolated  nature.     ; 

He  fuppofes  the  flood  fubfided  ibmewhat  in  the 
following  way.     Thefe  great  mafies  of  earth  falling, 
into  the  ab)rfs,  drew  down  with  them  vafl:  quantities . 
ofairalfo,  and  by  daftiing  againft  each  other,  and/ 
breaking  into  fmall  parts  by  the  repeated  violence  of 
the  (hock,  they,  at  length,  left  between  them  large  ca- 
vities filled  with  nothing  but  air.  Thefe  cavities  natu^  > 
rally  offered  a  bed  to  receive  the  influent  waters;  and , 
in  proportion  as  they  filled,  the  face  of  the  earth  bcr' 
came  once  more  vifible.     The  higheil  parts  of.  ita. 
broken  furface,  now  become  the  tops  of  mountains, . 
were  the  firft  that  appeared;  the  plains  foon  afi:er 
came  forward,  and,  at  length,  the  whole  globe  was . 
delivered  from  the  waters,  except  the  places  in  the 
loweft  fituations,  fo  that  the  ocean  and  the  feas  are 
ftill  a  part  of  the  ancient  abyfs  that  have  had  no 
place  to  return.     Iflands  and  rocks  are  fragments  of 
the  earth's  former  cruft ;  kingdoms  and  continents , 
are  larger  mafles  of  its  broken  fubflsnce ;  and  all  tiie 
inequalities  that  are  found  on  the  furface  of  the  pre- 
fent  earth  are  owing  to  the  accidental  confufion  into^ 
which  both  earth  and  waters  were  then  thrown. 

In  the  above  Iketch  there  are    fome   probable 
iVa4  thoughts. 
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tliou^ts^  mixed  with  fable^  siid  botb  exprdfied  in 
pleafing  and  eafy  language^  for  Burnet  was  a  man  of 
polite  learning ;  but  when  he  left  Mofes^  who  is  the 
CMily  true  guide  on  this  fubjecft,  he  wa»  loft,  and  only 
went  on  to  amufe  mankind  with  u  pleafing  fancy* 

Woodward  begins  his  theory  by  aflerting,  that  all 
terrene  fubftances  are  diipofed  in  beds  of  various  na^ 
tures,  lying  horizontally  one  over  the  other,  foni^-> 
what  like  the  coats  of  an  onion ;  that  they  are  re« 
jJete  with  fhells  and  other  produdlions  of  the  fea ; 
thefe  ihells  being  found  in  the  deepeft  cavities,  and 
on  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains.  From  tbeie 
pbfervations,  which  are  warranted  by  experience,  he 
proceeds  to  obferve,  that  thefe  ihells  and  extraneous 
foffils  are  not  prodn6l:ions  of  the  ear^,  btit  iare  all 
actual  remains  of  thofe  animals  which  they  are  known 
to  refemble ;  that  all  the  beds  of  the  edrth  lie  under 
each  other,  in  the  order  of  their  ^cific  gravity,  an4 
that  they  are  difpofed  as  if  they  had  been  left  there 
by  fubfiding  waters.  All  thefe  aflertions  he  affinns 
with  much  earneftnefs,  but  experience  contradifls 
him  in  one  of  them,  for  we  often  find  layers  of  ftone 
oV6r  the  lighteft  foils,  and  the  fofteft  earth  under  the 
h^^yjeft  bodies.  His  other  aflertions  we  apprehend 
tc>  be  true.  He  goes  on  to  fay,  that  from  the  appear- 
ances abovementioned,  all  the  ftibftances  of  which 
the  earth  is  fBompofed,  were  once  in  a  ftatc  of  adtua| 
cfiiR)lutiQn.  This  univerfal  diflblution  he  takes  to 
Jiiye  h^i^pbned  at  the  tipi6^  of  the  flood,   JJe  fyppofes 
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that  dt  (hM  time  a  body  of  water,  which  wa5^4hen  in 
the  center  of  the  earth,  unking  with  that  which  was 
found  on  the  furfece,  fo  fer  feparated  the  terrene 
parts,  as  to  mingle  all  together  in  one  fluid  matfs ;  the 
cotitents  of  which  afterwards  finking,  according^  to 
their  refpe^ftive  gravities,  produced  the  prefent  ap- 
pearances of  tb6  earth.  Being  aware,  however,  of 
an  objedion,  that  foflil  (bbftances  are  not  found  dif- 
folved,  he  affirms,  and  renders  it  very  probable,  that 
the  parts  of  animals  have  a  ftronger  cohefion  than 
tiiofe  of  minerals ;  and  that  while  even  the  hardeft 
rocks  may  be  diflblved,  bones  and  fhells  may  ftill 
continue  etitire.  Perhaps  Woodward's  theory  is 
nearer  to  the  truth  than  moft  others  that  have  been 
promulged  by  modern  philofophdrs. 

Whifton  fupj)0fes  the  earth  to  have  been  originally 
a  comet ;  and  he  confiders  the  hiftory  of  the  crea- 
tion, as  given  us  in  Scripture,  to  have  its  commence- 
ment juft  when  it  was  taken  by  the  hand  of  the  Crea- 
tor, to  be  more  regularly  placed  as  a  planet  in  our 
fyftem.  Before  that  titne  he  fuppofes  it  to  have  been 
a  globe  without  beauty  or  proportion,  a  world  in  dilt 
order,  fubjc6l  to  all  the  viciffltlides  which  comets 
endure,  fome  of  which  have  been  fuppofed  to  be,  at 
di^rent  periods,  a  thoufand  times  hotter  than  melted 
iron ;  at  others,  a  thoufand  times  colder  than  ice, 
Thefe  alternations  of  heat  and  cold,  continually  meltr- 
i'ng  and  freezing  the  furface  of  the  earth,  he  fuppofes 
tp  h2>ve  produced,  to  ft  c^ain  depth,  a  chaos  entirely 

refembling 
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refembling  that  defcribed  by  the  poets,  furrounding 
the  folid  contents  of  the  earth,  which  ftill  continued 
unchanged  in  the  midft,  making  a  great  burning 
globe  of  more  than  two  thoufand  leagues  in  diame- 
ter. This  furrounding  chaos,  however,  was  far  from 
"being  folid ;  he  refembles  it  to  a  denfe,  though  fluid 
atmofphere,  compofed  of  fubftances  mingled,  agi- 
tated, and  fhocked  againft  each  other ;  and  in  this 
diforder  he  defcribes  the  earth  to  have  been  juft  at 
the  eve  of  creation. 

But  upon  its  orbit  being  then  changed,  when  it 
was  more  regularly  wheeled  round  the  fun,  every 
thing  took  its  proper  place;  every  part  of  the  fur- 
rounding fluid  then  fell  into  a  fituation,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  light  or  heavy.  The  middle,  or  cen- 
tral part,  which  always  remained  unchanged,  ftill 
continued  fo,  retaining  a  part  of  that  heat  which  it 
received  in  its  primeval  approaches  towards  the  fun, 
which  heat  he  calculates  may  continue  for  about  fix 
thoufand  years.  Next  to  this  fell  the  heavier  parts  of 
the  chaotic  atmofphere,  which  ferve  to  fufl:ain  the 
lighter ;  but  as  in  defccnding  they  could  not  entirely 
be  feparated  from  many  watery  parts,  with  which 
they  were  intimately  mixed,  they  drew  down  a  part 
of  thfefe  alfo  with  them,  and  thefe  could  not  mount 
again  after  the  furface  of  the  earth  was  confolidated  ; 
they,  therefore,  furrounded  the  heavy,  firft  defccnd- 
ing parts,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thefe  furround  the 
central  globe.     Thus  the  entire  body  of  the  earth  is 

compofed 
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compofed  moll  internally  of  a  great  burning  globe : 
next  which  is  placed  an  heavy  terrene  fubftance, 
that  encompafles  it;  round  which  alfo  is  circumfufed 
a  body  of  water.  Upon  this  body  of  water,  the  cruft 
of  earth  on  which  we  inhabit  is  placed :  fo  that,  ac- 
cording to  him,  the  globe  is  compofed  of  a  number 
of  coats,  or  fhells,  one  within  the  other,  all  of  dif- 
ferent denfities.  The  body  of  the  earth  being  thus 
formed,  the  air,  which  is  the  lighteft  fubftancc  of  all, 
furrounded  its  furface;  and  the  beams  of  the  fun 
darting  through,  produced  that  light  which,  we  are 
told,  firft  obeyed  the  Creator's  voice. 

The  whole  oeconomy  of  the  creation  being  thus 
adjufted,  it  only  remained  to  account  for  the  rifings 
and  depreffions  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  with  the 
other  feeming  irregularities  of  its  prefent  appearance. 
The  hills  and  vallies  are  confidered  by  him  as  formed 
by  their  preffing  upon  the  internal  fluid,  which  fuf- 
tains  the  outward  Ihell  of  the  earth,  with  greater  or 
lefs  weight :  thofe  parts  of  the  earth  which  are  hea- 
vieft,  fink  into  the  fubjacent  fluid  more  deeply,  and 
become  vallies :  thofe  that  are  lighteft,  ^  rife  higher 
upon  the  earth's  furface,  and  are  called  mountains. 

Such  was  the  face  of  Nature  before  the  deluge; 
the  earth  was  then  more  fertile  and  populous  than  it 
is  at  prefent ;  the  life  of  man  and  animals  was  ex- 
tended to  ten  times  its  prefent  duration ;  and  all 
thefe  advantages  arofe  from  the  fuperior  heat  of  the 
central  globe,  which  ever  fince  has  been  cooling.    As 

its 
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its  beat  was  then  in  its  foil  power,  the  genial  princi* 
pie  was  alfo  much  greater  than  at  prefent ;  vegeta- 
tion and  animal  incrcafe  were  carried  on  with  mere 
vigour,  and  all  nature  feemed  teeming  with  the  feeds 
of  life.  But  thefe  phyiical  advantages  were  only  pro- 
du6tive  of  moral  evil;  the  warmth  invigorated  the 
body,increafed  the  paffions  and  appetites  of  the  mind ; 
and,  as  man  became  more  powerful,  he  grew  lefs  in* 
nocent.  It  was  found  neceflary  to  punilh  his  depra- 
vity;, and  all  living  creatures  except  the  filhes,  who 
living  in  a  cold  element  were  not  fubjedl  to  a  finli- 
litude  of  guilt,  were  overwhelmed  by  the  deluge  in 
univerfal  deftru6tion. 

This  deluge,  which  fimple  believers  are  willing  to 
afcribe  to  a  miracle,  philofophers  have  long  been  de- 
lirous  to  accoimt  foir  by  natural  caufes:  they  have 
attempted  to  prove  that  the  earth  could  never  iupply 
from  any  refervoir  towards  its  center,  nor  the  atmof^ 
phere  by  any  difcharge  from  above,  fuch  a  quantity 
of  water  as  would  cover  the  ftirface  of  the  globe  to  a 
certain  depth  over  the  tops  of  our  higheft  mountains. 
Whifton  has  found  water  enough,  and  more  than 
fufficient  in  the  tail  of  a  comet;  for  he  feems  to  allot 
comets  a  very  active  part  in  the  great  operations  of 
nature. 

He  calculates,  with  great  feeming  precifion,  the 
year,  the  month,  and  the  day  of  the  week  on  which 
this  cornet  (which  has  paid  the  earth  fome  vilits  fince, 
though  at  a  kinder  diftance)  involved  our  globe  in  its 

tail 
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tail.  The  tail  he  fuppofes  to  be  a  vaporous  fluid 
fubftance,  exhaied  from  the  body  of  the  cornet,  by 
the  extrpme  heat  of  the  fun,  and  increafing  in  pro- 
portion as  it  approached  that;  great  luminary.  It 
was  in  this  that  our  globe  was  involved  at  the  time 
of  the  ddu^c;  and,  as  the  earth  ftili  adled  by  its 
natural  attradlion,  it  drew  to  itfelf  all  the  watery  va- 
pours which  were  in  the  comet's  tail ;  and  the  in- 
ternal waters  being  alfo  at  the  fame  time  let  loofe,  in 
a  very  fhort  fpace,  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains 
were  laid  under  the  deep. 

The  punifliment  of  the  deluge  being  thus  com- 
pleted, and  all  the  guilty  deftroyed,  the  earth,  which 
had  been  broken  by  the  eniption  of  the  internal  wa- 
ters, was  alfo  enlarged  by  the  fame ;  fo  that  upon  the 
comet's  recefe,  there  was  found  room  fufficient  ia 
the  internal  abyfe,  for  the  reeds  of  the  fuperfluous 
waters ;  whither  they  all  retired,  and  left  the  earth 
uncovered,  but  in  fome  refpecfts  changed,  particu- 
krfy  in  its  figure,  which,  fr^m  being  round,  was 
BOW  become  oblate.  In  this  univerfal  wreck  of  Na- 
ture, Noah  furvived,  by  a  variety  of  happy  caufes, 
to  re-people  the  earth,  and  to  give  birth  to  a  race  of 
v^sx\yflow  in  believing  fuch  ilUimagined  theories  of  the 
0arth. 


QUESTION 
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QUESTION  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

WHAT  is  Natural  Confcience,  and  how  are  its 
workings  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  Godf  An  anfwer  to  this  guef- 
tion  by  any  of  your  correfpondcnts,  would  oblige 

A  CONSTANT  KBABER. 


ANECDOTE 

Of  Lord  Rochefter  and  Dr^  Barrow. 

ALMOST  every  body  has  heard  of  the  wit  and 
the  wickednefs  of  Lord  Rochefter,  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Second.  Dr.  Barrow,  the  great 
mathematician,  was  a  man  of  remarkable  gravity,  a 
chaplain  to  the  fame  monarch.  It  is  faid  th^  Ro- 
chefter and  fome  of  his  gay  companions,  feeing  the 
Do6tor  walking  one  morning  in  the  park,  made  up 
to  him,  and  with  a  polite  congee^  Rochefter  iaid, 
^  Good  morning  to  you  Do6lor,  I  am  your  humble 
fervant  to  the  center  of  gravity^  The  Do6lor  re- 
plied ;  ^  Good  morning  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  am  your 
humble  fervant  to  the  Antipodes^  This  repartee^ 
drew  the  laugh  upon  the  wag,  who,  not  willing  to 
lofe  his  jeft,  repeated  his  bow,  and  faid.  ^  Dodlor,  I 
am  .your  humble  fervant  to  the  center  of  hell.'  The 
Do6lor  turning  upon  his  heel,  replied  ;  *  And  there^ 
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my  Lord,  I  leave  you.'  In  the  firft  inftanc^i  the 
Do6lor  anfwered,  ^  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  left 
he  fhould  be  wife  in  his  own  conceit :'  in  the  fe^ 
cond,  he  aniwered,  ^  not  a  fool  according  to  his 
folly,  left  he  Ihould  be  like  him/  The  late  Mr. 
John  Ryland  ufed  to  fay,  this  was  the  beft  comment 
upon  Proverbs  xxvi*  4  and  5,  that  he  had  ever 
heard  of. 


ANSWER  TO  THE  DISSERTATION  UPON 
JONAH.    See  page  64. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  JJniverfaliJP s  Mifcelldw^.  , 

Sir, 

ON  perufing  your  Mifcellany,  I  obferve  a  ftric- 
ture  without  any  fignature,  on  the  prophecy  of 
Jonah,  in  which  the  author  differs  fo  materially  from 
the  Bible  tranflation,  that  as  a  friend  to  prophecy,  I 
cannot  pafs  it  without  comment.  He  obferves,  that 
he  is  juftified  in  thus  deviating,  by  precedent,  and 
that  fo  far  from  depreciating  the  ftory,  he  concludes 
that  he  is  confirming  it.  But  he  muft  pardon  me 
when  I  aflert,  that  far  otherwife  is  the  cafe.  If  his 
tranflation  be  the  true  one,  (but  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
difient)  Jonah's  fituation  might,  without  any  idea  of 
miraculous  interpofition,  be  attributed  to  chance,  and 
confequently  give  room  for  the  cavillers,  or  vain  dif- 
puters  of  this  world  to  take  advantage.  The  inten- 
tion 
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tionof  this  author,  I^onbt  not^isgood,  and  hip  obr 
fervatbn^  iDg^nious,  but  they  are  certainly  ill 
grounded. 

According  to  Jofephus,  who  dodbtlefs  underftood 
the  Hebrew^  langvage,  it  was  a  J^,  a  large  jSjA. 
Our  tranflators  may  be  wroi^  in  fubftituting  the 
whale,  in  preference  to  any  crtJicr  fpecies  of  fifh, 
(which  doubtlefs  originated  from  its  being  the  lai^el^ 
fiih  we  are  acquainted  with)  but  they  are,  agreeable 
to  the  QtipiBd,  jitftified  irt  oJtknhingii  to  a  fifh— Sec 
Sept.  Jonah  i.  17»  God  prepared,  or  ordered  Keeter 
Megako^  e  'great  whale  or  fifli  of  fonfi^  kind,  to  fwdi^^ 
low  Jonah,  and  he  wa6  in  Kei^a  tou  Keetotcs  in  the 
belly  of  the  fifli,  8cc.  See  alfo  Matth.  xii.  4p-^He 
was  in  Koilia  tou  Keeiovs ;  I  have  no  idea  of  this  au- 
thor's wifhing  to  invalidate  the  miracle,  I  d^tefl:  any 
uncharitable  thought;  but  as  I  obferved  above,  his 
comment  may  have  a  bad  efFedl ;  there  are  many 
who  are  ever  ready  to  take  advantage,  and  whofe 
grcateft  happinefs  is  placed  in  the  opportunities  that 
may  offer,  io  as  to  admit  difpute. .  Confcious,  (forry 
I  am  to  fay)  that  if  prophecy  be  true,  their  cafe  is 
defperate.  I  am  ready  to  allow  as  much  licence  as 
any  man  to  invefligation,  and  to  admit  of  alteration, 
if  it  is  for  the  better  underftanding  the  Scriptures  ; 
.but  authors  Ihould  be  particularly  cautious,  that 
while  they  give  a  loofe  to  imagination,  they  do  not 
wander  too  far,  and  by  that  means,  rather  weaken 
than  fubftantiate  the  truths  for  which  they  contend. 

Now 
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Now  let  us  for  a  moment  take  a  retrofpec^:  of  the 
two  modes  of  tranflation^  namely: — ^The  Authors^ 
and  the  Bible.  The  latter  fays,  Jonah  was  caft  into, 
the  fea,  and  fwallowed  byafifh^that  aftei*  three 
days,  the  fifli  vomited  him  up,  and  caft  him  on.ihe 
Jhore.  The  former  fays,  he  was  thrown  by  thefwell-** 
ing  of  the  furge,  into  a  cavity  in  the  rock,  and  froln. 
thence  a  wave  caft- him  on  ^or^.  Which  of  thetwoi 
apjjears  the  moft  miraculous,  I  truft,  need  hardlyibe 
aflced — for  nothing  fhort  of  a  miracle,  that  i^,  of.  a 
Divine  interpofitipn,  could  poffibly  have  caufed  fuch 
a  change,  as  inftantly  took  place  on  his  being  caft 
overboard.  Jonah,  in  confeqaence  of  difobedi^nce^ 
was  puniflied;  he  thought  foolifhly  to  flee  from  God, 
but  Omnipotence  brought  him  to  his  fenfes,  and 
convinced  him  that  Jehovah  reigneth  ievery  wbera-*- 
the  ftorm  arofe,  and  the  ihip  to  all  human  appearance 
was  conderilned,  together  with  its  inhabitants,  to  utter 
deftru6lion.  Jonah,  confcious  that  he  was  th6 
tranfgreiibr,  offers  himfelf  voluntarily,  as  the  only 
means  of  falvation  to  the  reft.  *^  Caft  me,"  fays  he; 
^  into  the  fea;  I  am  the  caufe  of  the  Almighty's  thus 
expqfing  you  all  to  danger."  And,  lo !  the  very  iii- 
ftant  his  body  felt  the  water,  the  ftorm  ceafed — and 
the  fame  Power,  in. order  to  convince  him  of  error, 
and  preferve  him  from  utter  deftrudlion,  caufed  a 
fifh  to  open  its  mouth  and  fwallow  him  up :  he  re- 
mained, as  the  original  faith,  three  days  in  this  con- 
finement, and  then  was  caft  on  {hore,  his  faculties 
.Vol.  !•  Bb  unimpaired. 
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imimpaired.  Jofq>hus  obferves,  he  was  caft  upon 
the  EuxineSea;  this  could  not  have  been  the  cafe, 
if  he  had  been  thrown  into  a  rock  on  his  quitting  the 
ffaip-^-the  &{h  mufi:  have  conveyed  him  a  confiderable 
diftanoe  ftom  whence  he  took  him  up.  On  the 
other  fiand,  chance,  as  I  iaid  before,  migbf,  (I  do.|K)t, 
afiert  as  a  iad  to  invaJidate  miracles)  by  placing  him 
in  Ac  way  of  a  wave,  have  thrown  him  into  the  ca- 
vern^ or  hole  in  the  rock.  And  again,  chance  might 
difpofle^s  him  o£  bis  ftrong  hold,  tremendous  as  it 
was,  9M  by  the  fame  means  precipitate  him  to  the 
diose :  I  do  not  afiert  that  chance  did  all  that  was 
doae,  but  I  will  fey  chance  Tnifght.  But  be  it  rf>- 
ferved,  chance  could  never  abate  the  fury  of  the  wa- 
tery elenaeiit;*  cham^  could  never  have  fuftained 
i^piration  in  the  belly  of  an  animal ;  chance  could 
nc^fer  have  directed  the  fi(h  where  to  convey  him; 
Wjy  could  diance  have  caufed  the  fifli  to  di%orge 
itfdf,  fo  as  to  land  him  fafe.  And  what  is  more  ire- 
maskable,  although  he  was  taken  by  a  different  rout, 
yel  ilifl  he  was  landed  in  fuch  a  lituation,  as  to  give 
Imoi  an  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  his  defijned 
^ce,  namely,  Nineveh,  without  again  crofiing  t^e 
fea.  If  this  obfervation  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  your 
A^celiany,  it  is  at  your  fervice. 

I  am.  Sir, 

A  friend  tjo  reveal^  Hdi^hn^ 

April  22,  1797. 

Information 
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E^traft  of  a  Lettef  frotn  Mofe^  Byng  to  B.  Jdnes^ 
dated  New  York,  Dec.  18,  1796. 

SINCE  I  wrote  before>  Mr.  Winohefkr  ba$  b^ea 
here  and  preached  feveral  times^  but  noM  of  tfcij 
Calvinifts  have  dared  to  open  their  hearts  or  their 
preaclnhg  hbufcs  to  him  in  this  City,  (b  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  fpeak  to  a  Kttle  Society  in  a  fchool- 
houfe.  Ete  has  left  Philadelphia  altc^etber,  and  is 
gone  to  the  Eaftward,  N.  Hampihire,  N.  EnglanfJ^ 
where  he  has  a  place  pf  his  own,  which  he  has  pur- 
chafed  fince  he  left  England  for  one  thoufand  <JqU 
lars;  it  confifts  of  a  good  houfe,  &q.  &c.  and  abput; 
(ixty  ^cres  of  land. .  He  informed  me  he  attended  tojoa 
towns f  and  had  1 200  people  in  Ms  congregation. 

When  he  left  here  laft  iall,  to  proceed  to  his  place, 
he  went  in  the  Bofton  ftage  from  this  city  ^  on  the 
way,  with  the  jolting  of  the  carriage,  he  burft  i|  blpod 
veflel,  and  bled  a  great  quantity,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  left  at  an  inn,  and  it  was  currently  reported  he|-Q 
that  he  was.  dead.  But,  thanks  to  God,  be  is  ngt 
yet  in  that  number,  for  he  preached  in  a  fortnight 
after  in  Hartford,  on  his  way  home,  and  ha§  been 
fince  in  this  city,  though  I  have  not  feen  him  R^y-^ 
felf.  But  you  may  depend  on  it,  he  is  in  a  very 
poor  ftate  of  health,  and  according  to  all  outward 
appearance,  cannot '  live  long  in  this  prefent  world. 

Bb^  But 
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But  he  is  a  happy  man,  as  he  is  not  afraid  to  die.  I 
wiih  to  fee  hrm  "once  more,  if  "God  Ipares  bis'life  fo 
lopg.-  He^talked  of  being  at  New  York  this  winter 
ibr  a  Ihort  time. 

The  above  is  inferted  as  an  anfwer  to  the  many 
eriquiries  which  are  made  of  the  Editor,' concerning 
Mr.  Wincheller.  ' 


CALVINISM,  V    :i:-  : 

i                 u/  ReftriSion  of  Divine  Goodnefi.  ' 
'j 

IN  the  Theological  Mifcellany,  page  33,  of  Vol.  Q\ 
publiftied  undef^  the  infpe6lion  of  the  Rev.  C.  De 
Coetlogon,  is  the  following  paflage,  in  a  fernion  on 
\hc  Covenant  of  Grace.  . 

Treating  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  Covenant,^  to'  ac- 
complilh  the  end  for  which  it  was  entered  iiito  by 
God  the  Father,  and.God  the  Son,  it  argues  thus  : 

^^  It  fhould  very  much  ftrengthen  our  faith  in  the 
Covenant,  and  relieve  us  from  our  fears  and  doubts, 
to  know  that  it  was  prepared  and  got  ready  for  us, 
before  we  could  poffibly  need  it;  and  that  it  was 
provided  beforehand,  upon  God^s  forefight  of  our  ap- 
proaching fin  and  mifery ;  fo  that  unlefs  we  would 
charge  God  with  ignorance  and  want  of  counfel, 
fuppofe  him  to  have  forefeen  an  evil,  fet  himfelf  to 
remedy  it,  and  to  have  fallen  upon  an  infufficient 
means,  we  cannot  diftruft  Xht  fufficiency  of  the  Cove- 
nant to  relieve  us,  whatever  our  cafe  he^ 

'    Here 
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Here  the  Rev.  Divine  reafons  well,  taking  it  under 
tlie  idea  of  Univerfal  ReftQrationy  but  talcing  the  fame  ' 
argument  under  any  other  idea,  I  will  leave  the  can- 
did reader  to  judge,  if  any  thing  bettef  can  be:  made 
of  it.  than  nonfenfe:  efpecially  when,  he  follqws  up 
his  argpment  by  the  following  forcible  and  juft  rea- 
ibnirig. 

"  To  be  queftioning  the  Covenant  of  Grace^^ 
therefore,'  becaufe  you  are  a  grievous  linner,  mife- 
rable,  corrupted,  and  unworthy  for  Qod  to  look 
upon,  is  highly  to  chargie  Gpd  with  folly ;  and  juft 
tibe  fame  as  though  you  faid,  he  hatb  attempted  ;a^ 
method  for  the  falvation  pf  linners,  but  it  will  not- 
anfwer  the  purpofe."  ^ 

Who  that  reads  this,  and  reflects  a  moment  on  the- 
fubjedl,  but  muft  detedt  the  Author  of  felf-contra- 
di<ftion,  if  he  confiders  that  it  is  written  by  one  who 
holds  the  Calviniftic  faith,  that  only  a  few,  (called 
the  eleA)  Ihall  ever  be  benefited  by  this  AlUJufficlent^ 
Covenant  ?  What  ia  pity !  that  a  man  who  feems  ta 
fee  fo  clearly  the  All-fufficibncy  of  Grace,  fliould  at 
the  fame  time  c^ueftion.  God's  goodnefs,  to  apply  it 
univerfally  to  his  fallen  creatures.  While  fueh  a  fyf- 
tem  acknowledges  the  power*  of  God  to  redeem  a- 
world,  it  abfolutely  derogates  from  his  goodnef^!  but 
how  beautifully  does  the:  uhiverfality  of  God'a  grace, 
and  his  eificacious  love  harm6ni2fe  with  all  his  other, 
attributes!  ''.::'..  R.  W. 

B  b  3  SAYINGS 
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SAYINGS  OF  SOCRATES- 

I .  TTXfe  ufed  to  fay,  ^  Tb^t  as  the  Gods  were  be- 
-  ^  XA  *  iftgs'ttioft  GpniUmoiately good  a^ happy, 
^byho'y^r  much  the  nearer  any  man  ^ppmacbed  to  i 
^  fimilitude  with  them^  he  was  by  fo  much  tbehap- 
^  |)ifef  and  bett^  man/ 

What  could  a  Chriftian^  were  he  to  fubftitutc  tha 
fingul^  God^  have  ftid  more  to  the  purpofe  ? 

2.  *  That  we  ^ould  petition  the  Gods  for  nothing 
^  but  what  was  Amply  good  :  though  the  pra^ice  of 
^  moll  people  would  feem  to  prefcribe  to  the  Deityj 
^  what  they  muft  needs  have,  by  praying  for  a  great 
^  match,  riches,  honours,  power,  and  long  life,  as  if 
^  themfelves  beft  knew  what  was  good,  and  what  ncrt^' 

3.  ^  That  man  bears  the  greateft  rcfcmblance  to 
^ -the  Gods,  who  requires  leaft,  and  contents  himielf 
^  mth.  the  feweft  neceflaries  *and  convcniencies,  in  re- 
*  gard  that  the  Gods  are  independent,  and  need  no- 
'  thing; 

-^  4.  The  following  feems  to  be  his  moil  celebrated 
feying,  ^  The  only  thing  I  know,  is,  that  I  know  rio- 
^''thihgV  Some  will  have  it  that  this  was  Ipokea 
when  the  oracle  of  Apollo  pronounced  him  to  be  the 
Wifeft  man  in  Greece,  and  that  it  was  fpoken  in  the 
following- manner;  ^  There  is  nothing  in  me  to  ve- 
^.  rify  the  oracle,  except  this,  that  I  know  .that  I  am 
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^  iH>t  wife,  and  that  the  reft  of  mankind  are  not  wife, 

*  but  do  not  know  it.* 

5.  When  it  Was  told  him,  ^  Sbfcrates,  the  Athe- 
^  nians  have  condemned  you  to  die  ;*  he  very  coolly 
replied,  ^  and  Nature  them.' 

6,  When  his  wife  Xantippe,  as  (he  wept  ever  him, 
cried  out,  ^  Alas !  my  dear  huflband,  that  you  (hoitld 

*  thus  die  innocently.'     *  What !  my  dear,'  fays  he, 
^  would  you  chufe  rather  that  I  fhould  die  guilty  ?' 


ESSAY  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

HAVING  lately  obferved  in  fome  very  refpedt- 
able  publications,  the  title  of  Prieft  continu-» 
ally  applied  to  the  minTftering  fervatits  of  Jefos  Chrift, 
I  have  been  led  into  fome  ferious  tKougiits  concern- 
ing the  Chriftian  Miniftry ;  if  you  approve  of  this 
eflay,  I  (hall  continue  my  remarks,  and  enter  into  the 
nature  of  the  call,  to  the  office  and,  the  character  bf  it. 
I  do  not  find  &ny  authority  in  the  New  Teftament^ 
for  calling  any  man,  or  any  fet  of  men,  Prieft.  All 
who  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  are  called  ^^  a 
chofen  generation,  a  royal  priefthoocl;"  therefore, 
every  believer  is  fpiritually  a  King  and  Prieft:,  unto 
all  mankind ;  Chrift  Jefus  is  their  only  Prieft, 
not  after  the  order  of  Aaron ,  but  of  Melchi^sedec. 
Chriftians  have  not,  therefore,  a  priefthood,  par- 
ticularly chofen  out  from  amongft  tbcmfelves,  any 
more  than  they  have  a  legal   dilpenfatioii,  and  a 
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temple  fervice,  inftead  of  the  fimple  and  holy  pre- 
cepts of  Chrift. 

Although  Chriftiaris  nave  not  a  priefthood  recorded 
in  the  New  Teftament,  yet  the  characfter  and  office 
of  a .  Chriftian  Minifter  very  often  occurs.  Before 
the  afcenfion  of  our  Lord,  he  faid  unto  his  difciples 
^'  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
^^  unto  every  creature ;"  this  is  the  grand  outline  of 
the  character  of  a  Chriftian  Minifter ;  he  is  an  in- 
ftru6lor  of  the  ignorant ;  he  is  to  teach  the  Gofpel 
of  falvation,  by  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour,  unto  all 
mankind.  Again  P^ul,  in  the  1  Cor.  xii*  compares 
the  church  to  a  human  body  that  has  many  mem- 
bers ;  and  after  having  reafoned  upon  it  in  a  moft 
mafteriy  manner,  to  (he\y  both  its  propriety  and  ,ufe- 
fdnefs,  he  puts  the  queftion— Are  all  Apoftles  ?  Are 
all  Prophets  ? .  Are  all  Teachers  ?  No,  certainly  : 
they  had  a  diverfity  of  gifts,  all  of  which  were  to  be 
combined  for  general  good, 

.  As  there  are  minifters  of  Chrift  that  are  paftors, 
fo  in  the  apoftolic  days,  there  were  fome  minifters 
who  were  not  paftors  ;  for  in  the  4th  Eph.  he  makes 
a  diftincftion  between  the  two  offices,  faying,  "  that 
^^  Chrift  gave  fome  Apoftles,  and  fome  Prophets,  and, 
"fome  Evangelifts,  and  fome  Paftors  and  Teachers." 
It  is  therefore  evident,  that  there  was  a  diftindlion, 
and  that  a  man  might  be  a  teacher  without  being  a 
paftor ;  but  he  could  not  be  a  paftor  without  being 
ji  teacher ;  the  '^  being  apt  tote^chj,"  I  Tim,  iii.  2.  and 
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pofleffing  fuch  a  competent  knowledge  of  found^oc- 
trine,  as  "  to  be  able  to  convince  and  exhort  the 
gainfayers,"  1  Titus,  were,  by  Paul,  thought  to  be 
qualifications  eflentially  neceflary  for  the  paftwaL 
office. 

There  is  no  inftitution  whatever,  that  has  been  of 
greater  fervice  to  mankind,  than  this  inftitution  of 
the  Chrlftian  Miniftry ;  millions  have  by  it  been 
convince^  of  their  folly,  fin,  and  ingratitude  to  the 
beft  of  Beings  ;  they  have  been  turned  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  and  inftead  of  objedls  of  pity,  have 
become  examples  worthy  of  imitation.  It  is  owing, 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Minifters  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
that  great  part  of  the  world  has  been  humanized,  if 
not  chriftianized.  The  preaching  of  Chrift  cruci-^ 
fied,  has  been  the  power  of  God  unto  falvatjon ;  it 
has  opened  the  dark  eyes,  and  unftopped  the  deaf 
ears ;  it  has  delivered  the  prifoners  of  Satan  amongt 
the  Gentiles,  from,  out  of  his  power ;  it  has  fet  free 
the  captive  from  his  lufts,  and  admitted  him  into. the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  ;  their  lives,  their 
converfation,  their  fufFerings,  have  been  living  exam- 
ples of  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  infenfibly  wrought 
an  improving  change  in  the  manners  of  mankind. 

The  true  dignity  of  the  miniftration  of  the  word, 
has  not  been  rightly  underftbod  ;  not  only  Patriarchs, 
Prophets,  and  Kings,  but  even  Angels  themfdves 
have  been  engaged  in  it;  it  was  they  who  announced 
the  birth  of  the  Mefliah,  and  with  fongs  of  praife,. 
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prodaiaaed  tbe  univerfal  good  will  of  God  unto  ^i^^ 
y«^,  even  Jehovah,  the  Meflenger  of  the  Covepaii*^ 
t^  Son  of  the  Immortal  Father,  by  whom,  and  for 
\<rboil^  all  things  that  are,  were  created ;  even  be,  was 
a  Minifter  of  the  grace  of  God  unto  man,  and  went 
about  prcaebing  the  gofpel  of  Salvation,  declaring, 
that  he  came  to  favc  the  loft,  and  give  his  life  a  ran- 
ibm  for  the  many. 

',  But  as  no  inftitution  has  .been  of  greater  ferviceta 
mankind,  or  is  rii  itfelf  fo  noble ;  fo  there  is  not  any 
mftitutton  that  has  been  more  abtifed.  Bad  men^ 
Tinder  the.  pretence  of  being  Minifters  of  the  bumble 
Jeius^  tjTannized  over  the  lives,  properties,  andpri- 
tilegcsof  mankind.  Proud,  covetous,  wicked  men, 
who  have  counted  "  gain,  godlinefs,"  have  created 
a  fpiritual  empire  upon  earth,  forbidding  men  to  think 
.  or  fpeak  but  according  to  their  laws,  although  think- 
ing and  fpeakmg  are  the  birthright  of  mankind. 
This  tyranny  has  continued  in  European  Chriftendom 
for  many  ages.  The  Reformation,  in  fome  countries, 
may  be  feid,  to  have  weakened  its  virulence :  Popery 
haift  been  forced  to  change  its  name,  but  even  in  our 
day  and  nation,  it  is  not  deftroyed. 

But  fome,  perhaps,  miy  be  inclined  to  alk,  is  there 
nothing  in  a  Cbriftian  Minifter  that  claims  fuperior, 
refpeft,  a  ftwnethiilg  that  borders  upon  admiration  ? 
No  I  I  cannot  find  anything  of  it  in  the  NewTefta- 
mentj  butthere  all  appears  very  fimple,  exceedingly 
eaf\r  to  h^  underftood  by  aqy  boneft  induftrious  man, 
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poflfeffing  plain  eommdn  fenfe;  but  the  ChHfttan 
w6fld  now,  like  the  Heathen  world  of  old,  arc  ttioift' 
apt  to  worfhip  the  inftniment  thai  convey*  thc'Mcf- 
fing,  than  Jehovah,  the  fuprcme  arid  only  authot 
of  it.  '  . 

Cornelius  the  Centurion  was  a  devoiit  man,  of 
much  integrity  and  fincerity  of  heart,  uprlghtneftaf 
(XHlduft,  and  benevolence  oV  adion ;  he  knew  but 
little,  bilt  that  little  he  pradlifed  to  its  utihoft  extent; 
thfe  apoftle  Peter,  not  yet  delivered  from  Jewifh  pre- 
judices, wafc  fent  to  him  ;  Cornelius  not  only  aflfem- 
bled  his  kinsfolks  and  friends,  to  n^eet  theApoftl© 
with  the  utmoft  refpedt ;  but  he  met  him  with  more 
reverence  than  was  due  to  any  man,  he  fell  at  his 
feet,  by  the  rhoft  abje6l  fubmiffion,  fliewing  his  re*' 
vcrence  to  that  God,  whofe  fervaht  Peter  was.  But 
Peter  raifed  him  up,  and  faid,  ^^  Stand  up,  /  mjifelf 
"am  a  rmn'^  Peter  might  have  exercifed  fpiritual  do-' 
mion  over  him,  but  he  was  an  humble  difciple  of 
the  humble  Jefus ;  his  bufinefs  was  not  to  ufurp  do- 
inion,  but  to  inftrudt  men  in  the  worfhip  of  one  true 
God,  through  Chrift  Jefus.  In  the  minds  of  men^ 
there  is  a  tendency  to  reverence  that  man  who  has 
been  the  meflcnger  of  God  for  good  unto  them ;  but 
if  it  is  right  to  refpccft,  efteem,  and  love  him,  to 
idolife  him  is  a  fin  !  Or  to  caU  him  Lord,  and  to  bo 
his  difciple,  inftead  of  beings  the  difciple  of  Chrift. 
Bad,  defigning  nwai,  have  worked  upon  this  tendency 
iX  the  human  heart,  and  by  it  have  gradually  in- 
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creafed  their  power,  till  at  laft,  they  have  raifed  thi*- 
Chriftian  Minifter  into  a  Prieft;  the  meek  humble 
Chriftian  Teacher  into  a  Lord  and  Ruler  of  their 
confcience ;  and  rifing  ftill  higher^  he  has  become^ 
an  oppreflbr  of  mankind.  The  fpiritual  Chriftian 
Religion  of  the  heart,  has,  by  the  arm  of  civul  power> 
been  transformed  into  a  national  church  ;  and  inftead 
cf  "ftie  meekneft  of  wifdom,  h^^s  dignified  the  lervantv 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  with  prieftly  robes  and 
earthly  titles,  from  the  humble  Curate,  Rev.  Sir^  to, 
the  more  exalted  ones  of  My  Lord^  Your  Grace,  Your 
Eminencyj  up  to  his  Holm^fs  the  Pope^  with  his 
triple  crown. 

There  is  hot  a  clearer  truth  laid  down  in  the  New 
Tcftament,  than,  that  the  office  of  a  Chriftian  Mi- 
nifter, is  a  Gofpel  Inftitution,  and  is  entirely  difiindt 
j^om  that^  duty  incumbent  upon  every  man  and. 
woman  who  know  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  their 
Kedeemer;  they  are  called  to  fpread  around  them 
t-he.knowledge of  his  good  name;  to  realife  him  in 
their  faith  ;  to  manifeft  their  obedience  to  his  laws  in 
their  practice ;  and,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  life 
and  converfation,  in  meeknefs,  uprightnefs,  and 
purity,  to  tefiify  unto  all,  whofe  followers  they  are  ; 
and^is  they  may  be  called  by  the  good  providence  of 
God,  upon  all  occafions,  whether  before  five,  or 
fifty,  or  five  hundred,  to  be  ready  to  give  to  every 
one  that  alketh  th(tm,  a  reafon.  for  the  faith  which 
theypoflfefe.  It  has.  been  too  long  the  bufinefs  of 
\.      -  patfons 
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farfons  to  teach  and  pray,  to  the  almoft  total  exclu- 
fioil  of  every  private  ChHftian^s  exercife  of  his  gifts^ 
to  the  marking  of  them  who  'dare  to  perform  thofe 
duties  as  hypocrites  ;  as  if  Chriftiatis  could  work  out 
^eir  falvation  by  proxy.     How  little  do  they  under- 
ftand  of  the  qualifications  neceflary  for  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift,  who  fuppofe,  that  another  can  labour  in 
the  vineyard  of  Chrift,  and  they  \eceive  the  rewaxd 
of  it.     From  this  excliifive  monopoly  of  teaching 
dhd  praying,  has  arifen  the  title  of  "  Cure  of  Souls.**' 
What  man  can  take  care  of  the  foul  of  another  > 
Religion  muflr  be  perfonal.     The  man  muft  believe^^ 
muft  love,  muft  obey,  muft  watch,  muft  ftrive,  mutf 
indeed  care  for  his  own  foul.     A  Minifter  of  ther 
tibrd  Jeftis  Chrift  muft  be  inftant  in  feafon,  and  out 
6f  feafon,  in  calling  finriers  to  repentance,    faith/ 
obedience,  and  love^   he  muft  reprove,    conftru6t,' 
exhort,  &c.     But  aftrir  all,  it  is  to  a  man's  felf  alone^^ 
that  the  care  of  his  foul  can  be  a  ferious  concern. 

When  I  take  a  furvey  of  the  Chriftian  world,  to 
me  it  appear^  highly  probable,  that  the  time  is  at 
hand,  when  no  human  Inftitution  will  appear  in  the' 
eyes  of  mankind,  more  defpicable  than  the  office  of 
a  Chriftian  Minifter.  It  is  now  enough  fo,  but, 
when  we  confider  what  afts  of  atrocity  and  oppref- 
fion  have  been  performed  under  the  faniSion  of  the 
name  of  a  Minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  prejudices* 
againft  the  Inftitution  are  not  to  be  wondered  at,  the 
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bulk  of  profeflkg  Gbriftians  never  haviag  been  taught 
to  exfwnme  the  word  of  G04  for  themfelves,  eanp(7fc 
ciiftii^gvuib  between  the  cbara<^ea:  of  the  grievous 
Ivplves  wb^  have  torn  to  pieces  the  ^ock  of  Cbrifl, 
and  the  bMttible  Chriftian  who  has  fed  it;  not  feeing 
the  wifdom  of  the  Inftitution,  ia  endeavouring  to 
ridicule  the  prieftly  ofBce^  they  vi^iUmock,  reprqacb, 
md  iheer  at  the  Chriftian  Brother  who  is  poflefled  of 
pubHc  gifts*  Neverthelefs,'  I  am  convinced  that  Qcm4 
IB  faithful  and  will  uat  forlake  his  forvanete ;  and^ 
tberdbre,  every  Chriftian  Minifter  who  iball  b^ 
feithful  in  his  ofiice,  (hall  ftand  unfliaken  in  his  -fitua- 
tion,  when  all  others  hearing  the  title,  (hall  fall  ii^to 
^Contempt.  -  - 

Again,  Chriftians  are  but  men ;  all  of  them  bavi^ 
not  tbdr  palfions  fubdued  ;  they  are  liable  to  partake 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  tinges  in  which  they  live :  Hence^ 
fome  good  men  who  have  beeu  brought  up  in  awful 
reverence  of  the  Prieft,  never  having  been  taught  to 
diftinguiih  between  a  name  affixed  by  mankind,  ^d 
the  name  given  by  Chrift,  and  the  nature  of  the 
oi&ce;  having  .their  judgments  partially  enlightened,, 
imd  beholding  thnt  no  outward  dignity  really  attaches 
to  the  office,  and  lookijig  back  at  the  f^mt  time  upon 
their  paft  oppreflions,  they  will  be  ready  to  pour  con- 
tempt \xpon  the.  whole  Xnftitution,  as  uufcriptural^ 
ufelefs^  and  oppreffivc,  forgetting  that  God  i«  a  God 
of  order  and  not  of  confufion>  and  haa  beautifully 
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an4  wifelf  tcmp^r^d  all  Uiq  part^  of  the  body  <xf  h«r 
clum^h,  £>  as  bed  to  adouuiAer  tq  t^  neckties  9fii 
bappuiefs  of  the  whole.  ' 

A^  the  ple^fing  anticipation  of  th^  coming  of  hi^ 
Lord^  to  appnove  of  his  cand]}<ft,  ami  tQ^  Jftwm^d  ^ 
labours  of  love,  will  eaqourage  tb^  Cbriftiw  J^iniftjr 
Qianfully  to  bear  up  ags^i&ft  the  oveFwhelmkig  l9op4 
of  reproach  which  iball  roUi  dowB  iroija  tb«  fi)i»t»|i^ 
of  infidelity;  fo  the  priv^  CknUmu  ^fo>  may  fw 
tbefe  4ay3  fpofceo  of  by  the  Apoft)e$  of  our  Ijord  laod 
Saviour;  and  looking  beyond  then)>  behold  tbf 
tcBapeft  has  fq^arated  tiie  Proft^Jbr  from  the  B^ieywv 
wd  fee  Primitive  Cbriftiaoity,  with  iill  iU  )o¥f(,, 
power^  glory,  and  purity,  with  incregfiog  wiifdom 
^<vg  oOy  till  it  hasat  laft  con\&e)r^d  all  n^^ipfl^: 
Than  ihall  the  ear^h.  bring  forth  ita  incra^f^  mi 
Qod,  even  our  owa  God,  ihall  bl^  n^  #i\d  ^  tb^ 
ends  of  the  eai:tb  fcall  praiff  hiro. 

Tout's,  &p.  A.  T. 


EXPEWEJ^CE  OF.JOHN  VANN. 
«  "TTrrHO  teacheth  like  God  ?*'  ^id  ElAu  to  Job, 
V  ▼  ^  Or  who  hath  enjoinsed  him  his  way  ?** 
He  is  a  ibvereign  in  the  difpenferttens  both  of  his 
gnice  and  providence.  He  often  teaches  efie^ually 
without  the  common  and  outward  means,  in  order  to 
0iew  diat  he  can  do  his  work  in  his  own  way,  and 
without  the  afiiftanee  of  men.    This  is  a  bumbling 
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leflbn  to  thofe  who  af-e  coutited  as  lights  in  the  worlds 
It  (hews  that  God  dan  do  his  work  without  them/ 
If  at  any  time  therefore,  he  make  ufe  of  their  inftru-^ 
mentality,  they  ought  to  remember,  that  at  beft  they 
are  only  earthen  vejfelsy  into  which,  God  hath  put 
the  treafure  of  his  truth.  There  is  great  reafon  for 
the  above  reflexions ;  for  Chriftians  in  general,  as 
well  as  Minifters,  arc  too  often  apt  to  think  that  no' 
fouls  are  converted, '  unlefs  fome  outward  means  ure^ 
lifed.  It  is  granted  that  we  ought  not  to  defpife  the 
means  of  grace,  leaft  we  thereby  defpife  the  good-' 
neft,  and  refill  the  authority  of  Qbd  ;  but  to  confine 
the  teachings  of  God  to  the  outward  means,  is- ta 
limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael. 

John  Vann,  was  a  laborious  hard-  working  man,' 
lifrith  a  large  family.  He  ufed  a  fmallfarm,  at  Battle, 
in  Suflex,  and  fold  fruit  and  greens,  &c.  and  hfth€ 
^xercifeof  his  induftry,  kept. his  family  with  credit; 
He  could  not  read,  nor  had  he  ever  difcovered  a 
defire  to  learn,  confequently  he  was  an  ignorant  man, 
and  withal  he  was  rather  of  a  conceited  and  felf- 
fufficient  caft  of  mind.  He  feldom  went  to  any 
place  of  worfiiip,  and  if  at  any  time  he  did  attend^* 
he  never  feemed  to  regard  the  worfhip,  moftly  fleeping 
all  the  time  he  was  prefent,  or  elfe  trifling  and  laugh- 
ing. His  wife  feemed  for  fome  years  to  be  enquiring 
for  falvation,  but  met  with  great  oppofition  from  himv 
He  feemed  much  inclined  to  infidelity,  and  profefled 
BOt  to  believe  any  thing  of  revelation  ;   was  alfo  of 
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a  very  paflionate  difpolition,  and  in  hi&  anger  would 
fwear  moft  dre^dfully^  and  exercife  great  feverity  to- 
Wards  his  hojrfes.     He  was  fo  engrofled  with  wordly 
cares,  that  he  feemed  quite  fwallowed  up  with  them* 
In  this  courfe  of  life,  without  God,  without  Chrift, 
and  without  hope,  he  was  vifited  with  a  cancer  in 
the  under  lipi    He  was  alarmed  at  the  thought  of 
death ;  to  prevent  which,  he  had  his  lip  cut  off,  that, 
the  cancer  might  not  fpread.     This  feemed  to  flop 
its  progrefs  for  awhile  ;  however,  in  a  little  time  it 
broke  out  again  with  greater  violence,  and  in  a  few, 
months  he  was  fo  weiStened  by  it  as  to  be  confined  to 
his  bed ;  and  the  furgeons  declared  their  iqability  to 
flop  its  progrefs.     In  this  flate  I  vifited  him,  and 
found  him  a  fpe<ftacle  of  mifery  indeed.     The  cancer 
ran  copioufly,  with  a  thin  foetid  matter.     The  wind- 
pipe was  mofl  part  of  it  laid  bare,  and  a  confiderable 
Jiole  was  made  in  it  by  the  corroding  humour,  and 
he  was  reduced  to  a  fkeleton  in  appearance.     He  told 
me  that,  he  was  in  extreme  pain  with  the  diforder,, 
but  that  his  greatefl  fufFering  was  from  hunger,  as 
the  cancer  had  fo  afFe6led  his  throat,  that  he,  with, 
extreme  anguifh,  could  take  only  a  little  liquid  with 
a  fpoon,  which  ran  down,  without  the  pbwer  of  fwal- 
Iqwing.     In  this  fiate  he  continued  many  weeks,  till 
he  was  literally  flarved  to  death,  his  appetite  all  the 
time  continuing  very  keen.     Knowing   his  former 
ignorance,  I  expelled  to  find  him  fiill  the  fame,  hut 
was  agreeably  difappointed,  for  he  appeared  as  a  well*, 
,  Vol,  L  C  c  inftru(fted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22&  *H^  UKITBRSALIST's  MlSCfilLLAKY, 

inftru6led  Chrillian,  in  the  general  fcheme  of  lalva- 
tion.  He  was  alfo  full  of  faith  and  joy,  expreffing- 
his  full  confideiice  of  life  through  grace.  At  firft  I 
qjieftioned  him  clofely  with  regard  to  his  flate,  and 
found  he  had  a  clear  fenfe  of  guilt  and  ruin,  as  a 
finner  ;  fo  that  be  had  no  confidence  in  himfelf,  at 
the  fame  time  his  mouth  was  filfed  with  praife.  He 
feemed  continually  adoring  the  goodnefs  of  God^ 
confeffing  his  righteoufnefs,  and  thanking  him  for 
that  dreadful  vifitation  under  which  his  body  was  then 
confaming,  in  torments  inexpreffible.  He  appeared 
fo  be  without  any  doubt,  in  regard  to  his  aceejrtance 
with  God. 

Upon  my  enquiry  how  he  came  into  this  defirable 
ftate  of  mind,  he  faid,  that  upon  his  cancer  Breaking 
out  the  fecond  time,  he  was  extremely  alarmed,  as 
he  faw/uothing  but  death  before  his  eyes ;:  and  though 
at  firft  he  did  not  think  of  any  thing  after  death,  yet 
merely  to  die  was  very  diftreffing  to  him^  as  it  cut 
off  all  his  hopes  and  expe6lati6ns  in  life.  Hewevery 
it  was  not  long  before  a  thought  darted  into  his  mind^ 
^^  What  if  there  fhould  be  a  judgment  ?"  He  faid,^ 
he  tried  much  to  perfuade  himfclf  that  there  was  no 
judgment,  and  that  the  whole  of  religion  was  a  fable, 
but  the  thought  returned  upon  him  with  redoubled 
power,  and  hq  was  conftrained  to  admit  it  as  true* 
No  fooner  had  he  admitted  this,  but  he  faw  his  own 
condemnation.  He  found  he  had  wilfully  fhut  his 
eyes  againft  light,    and  hardened  his  heart  againft 
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Bfiercy,  and  that  as  a  (inner,  heftood  cxpoied,  naked^ 
and  belplefs,  before  God.  As  for  righteoufnefs,  he 
feidj  he  clearly  knew  he  had  none ;  for  whichever 
way  he  looked,  nothing  prefented  itfelf  but  his  fins, 
which,  at  every  view,  feemed  greater.  His  foul  now 
fell  into  exceeding  great  horror,  from  an  idea  of  tho^ 
abi^t^e  certainty  which  he  had,  of  his  condemna- 
tion. This  was  much  increafed,  by  his  ignorance, 
for  bethought  unlefs  he  could  live  as  long,  and  da 
good,  as  he  had  lived  and  done  wickedly,  that  he 
could  not  be  faved ;  but  in  his  circumftances  this  ap- 
peared impoflible.  He  was  therefore  without  hope. 
This  ftate  o(  mind  continued  about  ten  days,  during 
which,  he  had  no  reft  hardly  day  or  night.  He  did* 
not  tell  his  wife  or  any  other  perfon  the  feelihgs  of  hisr 
mind ;  but  flie  thought  that  his  bodily  pain  was  the 
caufe  of  his  reftleflhefs.  He  told  me,  afterwards, 
tjiat  the  pain  of  his  body,  great  as  it  was,  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  and  abforbed  in  the  (uperior  anguifli  of 
his  foul.  As  for  prayer,  it  did  not  feem  that,  as  yet, 
he  ufed  it  in  any  other  way,  than  faying,  "  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me,*'  which  was  rather  a  note  of 
ddpair  with  him,  than  any  expreffion  of  hope  in 
IMvine  mercy.  At  laft  he  thought,  as  he  could 
do  nothing  for  himfelf,  wfco  could  tell  but  God,  in 
his  goodnefs,  mi^t  do  fomething  for  him  ?  He  con- 
cluded he  would  tha-efore  caft  himfelf  upon  God  as 
his  laft  refuge.  And  as  he  could  not  read,  he  re- 
quefted  his  wife  to  read  to  him.     He  had  feme  feint 
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remembrance  that  Jefu^  Ghrift  had  jfortieWhere  ^d, 
^'  He  would  not  call  oiit  thofc  wh6  came  to  him  ;'* 
but  he  was  fo  ignorant  that  he  could  not  recollect 
the  words  as  they  lay,  nor  did  he  Knpw  the  part  of 
•  fcripture  which  contained  them,  nor  could  his  wife 
give  him  any  diredlion.  However,  fhe  read  to  him 
good  part  of  the  gofpels.  Still  he  appeared  without 
hope.  After  reading  feveral  days,  almoft  the  whole 
4ay  long,  (he  came  to  thefe  words,  John  vi.  37. 
"  ^nd  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  ivije  cafi 
QUt^  Stop,  faid  hcj  read  that  again  ;  (he  read  it. 
He  requefted  her  to  read  it  again  ftill.  She  did  io. 
They  are  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  faid  he,  and 
Jefus  Chrifl:  never  told  lies.  Read  all  the  chapter, 
feid  he,  let  me.hear  it  all  again.  She  read  it  all  again. 
He  frequently  interrupted  by  fhort  fentences  of 
prayer.  She  came  to  the  reviving  words  again.  He. 
flopped  her  again.  Is  not  coming  to  Jefus  Chrifl, 
believing  in  him  ?  It  mufl  be  fo,  continued  he.^ 
Lord  I  believe.  O  Lard,  I  come  to  Chrifl.  O  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl  receive  me  and  fave  me.  Bleffed  be  thy 
name  O  Lord,  thpu  wilt  fave  afinner.  In  this  manner 
he  went  on,  often  faying,  Lord,  I  roll  myfclf  u}X)n 
Chrifl.  I  cail  myfelf  at  his  feet.  Prayer  and  praife 
'  now  en^ploy^d  him  pight  and  ^day.  In  the  courfe  of 
bis  wife's  reading  to  him,  he  found  many  other  invi- 
tations and  promifes  which  he  eagerly  laid  hold  of. 
In  a  few  days  his  mind  fettled  in  a  fleady,  firm  con- 
fidence in  Chrifl.     Peace  and  joy  took  place  of  guilt 
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^d  fear.  God  ferit  his  word  and  healed  this  (inner. 
It  was  now  tliat  he  began  to  look  upon  his  illnefs  as 
a  mercy.  He  law  it  was  intended  to  humble ;hiiji. 
It  had  now  anfwered  that  end,  and  frpm  bejing  hum- 
med by  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  he  was  prepared 
for  rewnaUaUon  by  ihe  blood  of  the  crojs ;  the  full 
•effe(S$.  of  which,  he  experienced  during  the  few 
weeks  which  he  lived  afterwards.  No  murmur  was 
after,  this  ever  heard  from  his  lips  ;  nor  any  impati- 
ence (hewn  under  the  pains  which  he  fuffered,  both 
Aom  difeafe  and  hunger.  He  died  in  full  triumph 
over  fin,  death,  and  hell  !.  I  dare  not  conclude  this 
without  faying,  that  I  learned  more  of  the  nature  of 
faith-  from  this  man,  than  I  ever  knew  before.  ^  , 
«  I  remember  once  having  heard  a  very  learned 
Divine  fay,  ^^  That,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  habi^ 
of  fin  to  be  deftroyed,.  but  by  the  pra<Slice  of  virtue 
being  followed,  as  long  as  the  practice  of  vice  had 
been."  How  little  did  this  Dodor,  (for  a  Do6lor  he 
was)  know  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  While  we  have 
fuch  inlbmces  of  the  power  and  grace  of  Jefus,  as 
the  above,  we  will  not  be  ajhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrtft^  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  id  Salvation,  to  all 
that  believe  ! 

Wm.  V, 
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.  THE  PROPRIETY  OF  THE  MIRACLES  OP 
MOSES  IN  EGYPT. 

FOR  Mofts  to  prove  that  he  was  really  fcnt  of 
God  to  deliver  Ifrael,  any  vifible  and  undoubted 
controul  of  the  laws  of  nature  would  have  be6n  firf- 
ficient ;  but  he  was  not  only  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  miffion,  but  alfo  the  unity  of  the  divine  lidture'; 
and  the  miracles  which  he  was  to  work,  were  execu- 
tions of  judgments  againft  even  the  very  God^  of 
Egypt.  ^^  Againft  all  the  Gods  of  Egypt  will  I  -eti- 
cute  judgment  \  I  am  the  Lord^''  When  Pharoah  flrft 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  requeft  of  Mofes,  enforced 
by  the  converfion  of  a  rod  into  a  fcrpent ;  at  the 
command  of  Jehovah  he  fmote  with  the  fame  tod 
upon  the  waters  of  the  river,  which  were  iuftantly 
converted  into  blood,  and  occafioned  the  death  -of 
all  the  fiflies  which  fwam  in  them.  To  ar^  peopfe 
this  would  have  been  a  proof  of  diime  agency  ;  but 
it  was  in  a  particular  manner  calculated  to  open  the 
<yes  of  the  blind  and  infatuated  Egyptians,  who 
confidered  the  Nile  as  one  of  their  greatcft  Gods, 
and  adored  it  as  the  parent  of  aH  their  deities,  yea, 
the  fifli  of  the  river  were  looked  upon  as  fecred. 
What  then  muft  the  people  have  thought,  when 
they  fouud  their  moil  revered  God,  at  the  command 
of  a  fervant  of  Jehovah,  turned  into  blood,  and  all 
his  facred  offspring  into  ftinking  carcafes  ?  To  con-» 
ceive  of  their  confternation  aright,  we  muft  remember, 
that  the  Egyptian  Priefls  heid  blood  in  the  utmoft 
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^horrence,  the  ^  ery  touch  of  wli^cb,  would  deejdy 
ppllute  the^B,  apd;  reguir/e  immediate  and  folemji  o^- 
piation. 

The  iame  facred  river  was  a  fecond  time  polluted^ 
whjcn  it.  fent  forth  frogs,  which  covered  all  the  lanid 
of  Egypt,  and  died  in  the  houfes,  in  the  villa^s^ 
and  in  the  fields ;  thus  rendering  it  impoflible  for  the 
people  to  avoid  the  touch  of  dead  bodies,  though 
from  every  fuch  contadl  they  believed  themfelves 
gendered  impure.  This  circumftance  muft  have  been 
the  more  grievous  to  them,  as  there  was  not  in  the 
whole. country,  an  uninfedled  fpringof  water  left,  to 
wafli  away  the  pojlution. 

,  The  third  plague  was,  the  converting  the  duft  of 
the  land  into  lice,  upon  man  and  boaft  throughout 
the  whole  cQuntry^  To  fee  the  prppriety  of  this 
iniracle  as  d^  judgment  upon  their  idolatry j  we  muft  re-» 
oolle6l  their  utter  abhorrence  of  all  kinds  of  vermin, 
and  their  exti'eme  attention  to  external  purity,  abpva 
every  other  people  perhaps  that  have  cxifted  hitherto 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Upon  this  head  they 
were  particularly  foiicjtous  when  about  to  enter  the 
temples  of  their  Gods,  Herodotus  fays,  that  their 
Priefts  wore  line^  rjiiment  .only,  and  (havcd  off  every 
hair  from  their  heads  and  bodies^  that  there  might 
be  no  loufif  or  other  deteftable  infcA  upon  thpm  when 
performing  their  facred  fcrvice.  This  plague,  there- 
fore, while  it  lafted,  made  it  impoflible  for  them  to 
per^m  th^ir  idolatrous  wprfhip^  >vitho^t  giving  fuclj 
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offence  to  their  ,  deities,  as  they  imagined,  could 
never  be  forgiven.  Hence  we  find,  that  on  the  pro- 
du6lion  of  the  lice,  the  Priefts  and  Magicians  per-* 
ceived  immediately  from  what  hand  the  miracle  came, 
ind  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the  finger  of  GodT  Exod: 
viii.  19.  A  plain  confeflion  from  thefe  idolaters, 
that  Jehovah  was  the  true  Alehim. 
'"  The  fourth  plague  feems  to  be  acknowledged  alfo 
as  the  finger  of  God,  at  leaft  by  Pharoah ;  for  in 
great  terror  he  font  for  Mofes,  and  agreed  that  the 
Ifraelites  fhould  go  and  ferve  the  Lord.  It  will  ex- 
cite no  wonder  that  he  was  terrified  at  the  fwarms  of 
flies,  which  infefted  the  whole  country,  except  the 
land  of  Gofhen  ;  when  it  is  known,  that  the  worjhip 
of  the  Fly  originated  in  Egypt ;  whence  it  was  carried 
by  the  Caphtorim  to  Palefline ;  by  the  Phceniciaiis  to 
Sidon,  Tyre,  and  Babylon ;  and  from  thefe  regions 
to  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  denunciation  of 
this  plague,  was  made  to  Pharaoh  early  in  the . 
morning,  when  he  was  o\v  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
probably  paying  his  worfhip  to  that  as  his  greatefl 
God  ;  and  when  he  found  himfelf  and  his  people 
tormented  by  a  fwarm  o{  fubordinate  deities ,  whoexe- 
ecuted  the  judgment  of  Jehovah  in  defiance  of  the 
Ju^reme  numen  of  Egypt,  he  mufl  have  been  con- 
vinced, had  any  candour  remained  in  his  mind,  that 
the  whole  fyflem  of  his  fuperflition  was  a  mafs  of 
abfurdities,  and  that  his  Gods, were  only  humble  in^ 
flruments,  at  the  difpofal  of  Jehoyah.  He  was  not, 
^  ,        I^Qwevei^^ 
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however,  convinced ;  he  was  otily  alarmed,  and 
ijuickly  returned  to  his  folly. 

The  fifth  plague  therefore,  the  murrain  among  the 
cattle^  wa^ient,  and  brought  death  and  deftrudtioii 
upon  his  moft  revered  Gods  themfelves.  Neither 
'Ofiris,  nor  Iris,  nor  Amnion^  nor  Van,  had  power 
to  fave  their  brute  representatives.  The  facred  bull, 
and  heifer,  and  ram,  and  goat,  were  carried  off  by 
the  fame  malady,  which  fwept  away  all  the  other 
herds  of  deities,  thefe  D\i  Jiercorei,  who  lived  oa 
grafs  and  hay.  The  impreffion  of  this  judgment 
muft  have  been  awful  upon  the  minds  (rf  the  Egyp- 
tians. 

Egypt  might  be  called  the  fountain  of  idolatry, 
whence  the  ftreams  of  that  evil  flowed  to  other  na- 
tions ;  it  was  with  fingular  propriety  therefore,  that 
Jehovah  chofe  to  difplay  his  power  in  ^  that  country, 
to  the  confufion  of  idols,  and  their  infatuated  wor- 
fliippers. 

However  impreffive  the  fifth  plague  might  be  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Egyptians,  yet  perhaps  the  fixth 
was  more  fo.  There  were  in  Egypt  feveral  altars, 
on  which  human  facrifices  were  offered  ;  and  from  the 
defcription  of  the  perfons  qualified  to  be  vi^liiris,  it 
appears,  that  thofe  unhappy  beings  muft  have  been 
foreigners,  as  they  were  required  to  be  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, and  to  have  bright  hair.  The  hair  of  the 
Jfraelites  was  nxuch  brighter  than  that  of  the  Egyp- 
tians^   ^nd  their  complexion  fairer;  and  therefore 

there 
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(l^re  can  be  little  doubt,  birt  that,  during  tiieir  ref 
lidence  in  Egypt,  they  were  made  to  furnifli  jda^ 
victims  demanded  by. the  bloody  Go<fe.  T^iefe 
yi<^im$  being  burnt  alive  on  a  high  altar,  and  |thi^9 
facTificed  for  the  good  of  the  nation^  their  afties  were 
gathered  together  by  the  priefts,  and  Scattered  upr 
wards  in  the  air,  that  a  bleffing  might  be  entailed  on 
every  place  to  which  an  atom  of  this  dull  fhould  h^ 
wafted*  Moips,  therefore,  by  the  direction  of  Jehovah, 
took  aflies  Qf  the  furnace  j  probably  one  of  tbofe 
very  furnaces  in  whi^h  fpme  of  his  countrymen  had 
been  burot ;  and  ftatteripg  tbem  towards  heav^  i^ 
the  light  of  Pharaoh,  brought  boils  and  blains  upoJI 
^11  the  people,  of  fo  malignant  a  n^ure,  tb^  Jhe 
Magicians  and  other  Mini fters  of  the  medical  Gods^ 
with  which  Egypt  abounded,  beyond  all  other  <x)unr 
tries,  could  not  themfelves  efcape  ^  the  infedlion. 
The  powers  of  darknefs  were  thus  foiled;  but 
ftrange  infatuation,  the  heart  of  the  proud  mpnarcl^ 
was  ftill  harderied. 

Deflru(9:ion  was  therefore  next  hurled  upon 
Elgypt  by  the  elements,  which  were  among  th^  earlieft 
deities,  not  only  of  the  Egyptians,  but  alfo  of  every 
pther  polytheiilic  nation.  ^^  The  Lord  rained  hail 
upon  the  land  of  Egypt ;  fo  that  there  was  hail  andfir^ 
mingled  with  the  ha'd^  fuch  as  there  was  none  like  it  in 
fill  the  land  cf  JEgypt  Jince  it  became  a  nation,  jind 
the  hdilfmote  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt y  all  that 
fUQO^  in  the  ^eld,  both  \  man  and  beaji  \  and  the  h^if 
L  fmoti 
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yj^io/^  every  herb  of  the  fields  and  broke  every  tree  of 
Shefieldr 

This  was  a  dreadful  calafnity  in  itfelf ;  and  the 
horror  which  it  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
muft  have  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the  well-known 
fa6l,  that  Egypt  is  blefled  with  a  Iky  uncommonly 
icrepe  ;  i^  that  in  the  greateft  part  of  it,  raaE^  ,tras 
neVer  been  ic&a  at  any  other  time  fince  the  creation 
of  the  world ;  a  very  flight  and  tranlient  fhower  is 
the  utmoft  that  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  falls 
any  where  throughout  the  country* 

(To  be  contmued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

IN  our  firft  number,  among  the  writers  upon  the 
Univerfal  Do6lrine,  we  mentioned  an  Engli'fli 
Bifhop  as  the  writer  of  a  Letter  of  Refolution  con- 
cerning the  OfMnkxns  of  Origin,  publifhedn66l  ; 
and  requefted  any  of  our  Correfpondents  to  inform 
us  his  name.  Mr.  T.  C.  A.  of  Chatham,  informs 
us,  that  that  piece  is  afcribed  to  Dr.  Ruft,  who  was 
afterwards  Bilhop  of  Dromore,  in  Ireland.  See 
Robinfon's  Notes  on  Claude's  Efiay,  Vol.  1.  page 
311,  third  edition. 

i>OETRY. 
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POETRY'. 

Ttht  evil  Tendency  of  Worldly  Riches  on  a  carnal  Heart  \  or^  the 
Love  of  Money  ^  the  Root  of  all  Evil. 


VAIN  world,  with  all  thy  glittering  toys. 
Thy  empty  boaft  and  noife,  begone ; 
I  covet  not  thy  fleeting  joys, 

Nor  aught  that's  thine  beneath  the  fun. 

II. 

The  pride  of  birth,  the  pomp  of  ftate, 

Are  TioallurcnienTs  unto  me. 
The  leiro'd,  the  wife,  the  rich,  and  great. 

What  vain  and  trifling  things  th^y  be  ! 

III. 
I  know  thee  weU,  thy  name's  Deceit, 

And  all  thy  2;»fts  are  gilded  fnares ; 
With  millions  thou  hall  play*d  the  cheat, 

And  beggars  made  of  royal  heirs. 

IV. 
The  greateft  vot'ries  thou  canft  boaft 
Of  all  thy  numVous  gaudy  train. 
Even  the  leaders  of  thy  hoft 

Are  fordid,  haughty,  mean,  or  vain, 

V.  The 
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v.:  '  '^ 

The  ftar-grac'd  courtier,  call'd  a  Loni^  i 

Whoboafts  detc^nt  from  rqgal  line,  " 
Wliile  proud  of  his  illuftrious  blood,  _    t 

Is  bafe  and  mean  as  he  is  fine. 

VI. 
His  Prince  he  flatters  to  his  face, 

And  meanly  cringes  'fore  his  throne. 
To  gain  a  penfion  or  a  place, 

That  fhall  add  thouCands  to  his  own.  } 

VII. 
That  gain'd,  he  views  with  haughty  eyes. 

Or  elfe  o'erlooks  the  men  of  trade ; 
Their  juft  demands  he  does  defpife,  ^ 

And  cares  ijot  tho'  they  ne'er  be  paid. 

yiii. 

The  wretched  Mifer  hides  his  gold. 

And  counts  his  treafure  o'er  by  fiealtb, 
Himfelf  for  fliining  duft  he  fold. 

And  flaryes  and  pines  amidft  his  wealth. 

IX. 
Diftrefs  he  can't  endure  to  fee, 

And  flies  aflFrighted  from  the  poor; 
On  thofe  who  feek  for  charity. 

He's  fure  to  fhut  and  bar  the  door. 

X. 

The  high-fed,  haughty  Prieft,  requires 

His  tythes,  nor  will  he  bnx)k  delays ; 
The  world  fcarce  fates  bis  vaft  defires, 

Tho'  it  his  ev'ry  call  obeys. 

XL  His 
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XI. 

1 

His  eyes  M^  fsthefi  ibnd  hx  out» 
While^ wants  among  his  poor  i^reafe  ; 

His  flock  he  littk  cares  about, 

Except  to  {hear  them  of  diear  fleece. 

XIL 
But  ah !  the  day  is  haft'ning  on^ 

When  forrow  keen  (hall  pierce  his  heart. 
For  then  his  LojtD  (hall  fay,  begone 

Thou  wolf,  thou  hireling,  hence,  depart. 

•  xiir. 

The  Sophtft  deefJy  read  hi  laws, 

Tho'  hf  has  thoufands  at  conmiamly 
For  gold  will  'fend  the  fouleft  caufe^ 

The  "vileft  can  put  in  his  hand* 

XIV. 
For  gold,  he- even  will  perfuadc 

The  credulous^  that  WR>ng  is  right  j 
And  oft  his  client  is  betray'd 

To  vaft  expence,  or  ruiny  quite^ 

XV. 

Thou  forc'refs  GoM !  Thou  crafty  fnake ! 

How  doft^htu  twtnc  about  the  heart: 
How  many  mortals  for  thy  fake. 

Do  from  »Ae  Kght  and  truth  depart  \ 

XVL 
The  buff  merchant  braves  the  mam. 

And  ranfacks  ^V'ry  diftant  fbore. 
In  hopes  he  fliafl  return  again 
With  heaps  of  precious  yellow  ore* 

XVII.  Succefe 
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XVIL 
Succcfs  attends  his  vintVoils  way, 

And  wealth,  gt^at  weahh,  his  labours  crown ; 
He  fpeaks,  and  men  like  Itaves  obey. 

And  humbly  bend  before  him  down. 

-XVIIL 
Such  homage  fills  the  haughty  worm 

So  foil  of  feif  arid  vanity. 
That  he  for  goodnefs  has  no  room^ 

And  fcarce  retains  humanity. 

XIX. 
The  men  of  pJeafure  take  their  fill 

Of  what  the  fenfual  call  delight, 
They  gratify  theiirbrutal  will. 

And  care  not  who  are  fuflPrers  by'f- 

XX. 

Youth,  beauty,  innocence,  and  love. 

Are  ftill  the  prey  of  their  defires; 
Nor  can  the  threats  of  Heav'n  remove. 

Nor  fears  of  Hell  abate  their  fires. 

XXI. 
But  oh !  Ye  fintiers,  carnal,  vain. 

Repent,  ere  Cbrifl  to  judgment  come, 
^r  horror,  mis'ry,  fhame,  and  pain. 

Will  be  your  juft,  tha'  awful  doom. 

XXII. 
Dear  Saviour,  Sun  of  ri^teoufnefs. 

How  few  thy  glorious  name  revere ; 
Who  feek  an  int'reft  in  thy  graoe^ 
Or  thy  tremendous  yadffaeDi  fean 

XXIII.  Let 
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XXIII- 
Let  not  the  world  my  heart  .enflatc^ 

Let  not  my  paiBons  govern  me. 
From  luft  and  pride,  and  a^'rice  iavcy 

And  let  me  live  and  die  to  thee. 


GOOD  FRIDAY. 
I. 

SACRED  and  folemn  be  the  day. 
And  free  from  vulgar  care  and  ftrife; 
Let  Poets  ftrike  the  pious  lays, 
For  now  the  Saviour  yields  his  life. 
11. 
As  on  this  folemn  day  he  dies 

A  facrifice  for  mortal  crimes. 
Deep  in  the  gloomy  tomb  he  lies. 
That  we  may  rife  in  after  times. 
III. 
May  rife  to  fcenes  of  endlefs  joys. 
To  blifs  fupernal  and  fupreme. 
To  happinefs  that  never  cloys 

Where  God's  great  mercies  are  the  theme* 
IV. 
Then  humble,  ferious,  and  refign'd. 
Let  us  admire  that  parting  breath, 
Let  us  admire  that  godliKe  mind, 

Which  fav*d  our  fainting  fouls  from  death. 

v.." 

Strong  be  the  influence  that  remains 

Imprefs'd  upon  the  grateful  Ibul,      '    .     . 

While  mortals  ling  in  pious  ftrains,  .  > 

The  praife  of  God  from  pole  to  pole. 


M 


VI.  So 
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VI 

So  (hall  our  future  lives  difplay 

The  virtues  this  event  has  taught, 
And  ftill  on  each  returning  day, - 

Acknowledge  how  out  blifs  was  bought.   - 

The  foregoing  lines  are  literally  copied  from  the  Morning 
Herald,  Tuefday,  April  14th,  1797,  and  if  you  think  them 
worthy  of  a  place  in  your  Mifcellany,  they  are  at  your  fervice. 

AMICUS. 


ON  DIVINE  LOVK 

L 

ETERNAL  fpring  of  boundlefs  love, 
Through  rolling  ages  ftill  the  fame. 
When  Time's  fwift  wings  fhall  ceafe  to  move. 
All  men  fhall  praife  thy  glorious  name. 
II. 
Oh !  for  an  angeFs  voice  to  fing 

Th'  immortal  glories  of  that  day ; 
Above  Parnaffian  heights  Fd  raife. 
My  fweetly  tnodulated  lay. 

III.     '  ' 

On  loud  harmonious  numbers  borne, 
.  ..My  gratefuLpraife  fhould  mount  on  high ; 
Leave^earth,  and  earthly  things  below» 
Afcending  upward  to  the  flty,         ^ 
IV. 
Defcending  downw'arda  to  the  earth; 
Orpheus  like,  the  ropks  Pd  mov^  ; 
With  lofty,  fweetly  founding  ftnms. 
Of  God's  invariable  love.    \  .  . 
Vol.  I,  D  d  V.  Before 
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Before  thy  raft  al^iiglity  Vffij. 

This  Globe  upon  iitf  a^.lmrr4;; 
Thy  everlafling^  love  decreed 

To  fave  a  ixuf^l,  dying  wcM*|d. 
VI. 
Divine,  unerring  wifdom,  drew 

The  gracious,  foul-reviving  plan ; 
And  Jefus  work'd  falvation  out 

With  pain,  for  univerfal  man, 
VIIi         ^ 
He  fliall  the  travail  of  his  foul 

With  never«endiig  pleafure  fee. 
And  ev*ry  foul  for  whom  he  dy*d, 

Shall  to  their  Lord  united  be. 
VIII. 
Then  virith  a  loud  triuniphant  (bpgt 

The  joyful  univcrfe  ^allring^ 
And  ev'ry  creature  God  hath  made. 

Hail  Jefus  univerfal  King* 
IX, 
No  forrows  then  (ball  damp  their  joy, 

Pure  pleafures  (hall  their  portipn  be; 
Unfading  pleafures  that  ihall  laft 

Throughout^  long  Eternity.  ORIGEN. 


VIEW.  OE  HEAVEN, 

n 

COME,  Chriftmnsf  laok;.beyond  die  veil; 
Anticipate  your  hope ; 
Eternal  joys  can  n<grcr  f^ 
yp  dirinjc  all  forrow  vp» 


llQ^r 
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Our  weary  fcult  ihall  tsko  their  flighty 

From  earthy  and  earthly  things ;  ^ 

To  mingle  in  the  realms  of  light. 

With  prophets,  priefts,  and  kii^s. 
IIL 
The  tender  huflband,  loving  wife. 

Shall  there  each  other  find ; 
Renew  increas'd  the  joys  of  life. 

With  an  unclouded  mind. 

Departed  friends  with  rapture  meet, 

Bright  in  immortal  charms ; 
I  there  my  darling  boy  (hall  greet, 

And  clafpliim  in  my  arms. 
V. 
The  child  of  foi?x>w,  care,  and  love. 

But  now  the  xhild  of  joy  ^ 
A  parent's  utmoft  blifs  (hall  prov^ 

With  my  entaptlur'd  boy. 

VI. 
My  glad  forefathers  there  I  meet, 

They  fhput  to-fde  their  fon ; 
They  all  their  Maker's  love  repeat, 

And  all  his  goodnefs  own. 

VII. 
We  all  with  full  delight  embraGc, 

No  more  from  God  depart  j 
^ut  mercyvtew  m  Jgfu's  face. 

And  Jbye  mih  perfed  heart. 

A, 
WRITTEN 
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WRITTEN. AT  AN  INN, 
By  the  late  Do^or  Home^  Bijhop  of  Norwich^ 

I. 

THE  world  is  like  an  irtn,  for  there 
Men  cally  and  ftorm,  and  drink,  and  fwear; 
While  undiftUrb'd  a  Chriftian  waits. 
And  reads,  and  whites,  and  meditates. 

XL 
Tho*  in  the  dark  oft  times  I  ftray. 
The  Lord  ihali  light  me  on  my  way. 
And  to  the  city  of  the  fun, 
Condu£t  me  when  my  journey's  done. 

HI. 
Then  by  thefe  eyes  (hall  he  be  feen. 
Who  fojourn'd  for  me  in  an  inn  ; 
On  Sion  Hill,  I  thofe  (hall  hail, 
From  whom  I  parted,  in  the  vale. 

IV. 
Why  am  I  heavy  then,  and  iad, 
^     When  thoughts  like  thefe  (bould  make  me  glad  ? 
Mufe  then  no  more  on  things  below, 
Arife  my  foul ! — ^and  let  us  gp« 
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',-•-..    ^-  ■  •        r     •    ..    .^ 
ACCOUNT  o/t^e  i^EATH 

^    :      <;      :       M     -        OF.  -,,--.-      — 

3rj6.    ELkJNj4n^mNCff ESTER. 

Extrafhd from a(&(sM^6k  Paper  of  i^ptil2S^  i797* 

''  TPVI E  D  iit :  Hartfi>rd,  after  a  long  and  diftfeff- 
)  .:  JLJr  ing  ilhiels/  the  Reverend  Elhanan  Wiii- 

chefter,  preachir  of  the  do6trine  of  the   Univerfal 

Refioratmi/ Bgtd  46  years*  rr     ^  ^ 

^^  His  ifiuieral  was  attended,.-  ovi  Friday  the  21  ft  of 

April,  by  a  very  numerous  cpncourfe  of  fympathifing 

friends  and  fpedlatorsy  firom  Hactford  -and  th^  'nelgh- 

WuriDg  towns  ;iaad[  a  fermon  'wafe  jpreach<hd  on  tiie 
.  occafion  by  the  Reverend  Natfeaa  Strong,  from  Heb. 

Q.  27*     It  is  appointed  unto  men  rmce.tQ  die  ;  but  after 

this  the  judgment. 

"  Mr.  Winchefter  was  bom  at  Brooklyn,  in  the 

ftate  of  Maflachufets,  of  reputable  parents ;  and  to 

very  unufual  natural  powers  of  mind  he  added  the 
Vol.  I.  E  e  embeU 
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embelliihments  of  the  traveller,  the  hiftorian,  the 
philofophery  and  a  knowledge  of  the  general  circle  of 
fcience ;  but  moft  peculiarly  fhone  in  his  favourite 
profeffion,  that  of  a  divine. 

^^  His  extenlive  acquaintance  not  only  throughout 
the  United  States,  but  in  London ;  moft  of  the  king-- 
dom  of  England,  and  fome  parts  ot  France  i  with  his 
publications  among  the  learned,  render  ufelefs  all 
encomiums.  He  was  eminent  in  the  pulpit  for  his 
oratory,  his  ftrength  of  argument,  his  fuperior  know- 
ledge of  the  facred  Scriptures,  his  unbounded  fer- 
vency in  propagating  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
not  only  offering,  but  in  the  moft  unequivocal  man- 
ner fecuring,  peace  and  falvation  to  all .  intelligent 
beings.  • 

"  His  Chriftian  Creed  niay  be  learned  by  thofe 
who  read  his  Dialogues  on  the  .Reftoration  of  all 
Things ;  but  more  fully  underftood  by  his  aflbciates 
in  life,  and  the  fpe6lators  of  his  death,  where  this 
luminary  of  the  Chriftian  faith  Ihone  with  peculiar 
luftre. 

"  Here  was  to  be  feen  the  moft  difordered  and  dif- 
treflfed  ftate  of  body,  with  a  mind  more  calm  than 
his  moft  indifferent  fpedlators ;  ferene  and  brighten- 
ing at  the  near  approach  of  death,  like  the  increafing 
light  of  the  morning  without  clouds ;  as  a  dying  man 
calling  on  his  attendants  to  bear  witnefs  to  his  un- 
fliaken  faith,  and  reliance  on  thatjyjiem  of  the  gofpel  he 
had  fo  fully  publifhed,  and  frequently  inculcated 

from 
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fifom  the  pulpit.  THe  private  chara^fcr-of  the  de- 
ceafed  mod  clearfy  evinced  the  benevdence  and  fin- 
cerity  of  his  profeffion  ;  and  his  philanthropy  ifes  as 
unlimited  as  the  extent  of  his  creed.  Even  flander 
a*id  falfefhood  had  no  appeal  but  to  ignorance  and 
malice.,  in  their  various  attacks  upon  his  reputation. 

*^  Serenity  of  mind,  calmnefs  of  temper,  warnrth  . 
of  friendfliip,  and  compaffion  for  the  diftrefled,  were 
prominent  features  in  his  life  and  converfation;-^ 
However  drftreffing  to  a  bereaved  reli&^  an  aged^- 
ther  and  brothers,  a  numerous  acquaintance,  and  to 
the  wx>rld  m  general,  the  feparation  of  an  affeftion- 
ate  hufband^  a  dutiful  child,  beloved  brother,  and 
amiably  friend,  guide  and  pattern  of  Chriflian  virtue; 
let  not  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  fbvereign 
Difpofer  of  all  human  events  be  forgotten ;  but  let  us 
Wefs  his  name,  that  t^is  candle  of  the  Lord  has  fo 
long  continued  to  burn^  anti  that  we  have  ,  been 
blefled  with  bis  light." 

From  the  above  account  of  our  departed  friend,  it 
appears  fhat  he  was  much  refpefted  by  many  in  Ame- 
rica ;  tbat  he  Ipent  nearly  the  three  laft  years  of  his 
life  there  in  great  ufefulnefs^  and  died  in  the  midft 
of  his  kbours,  much  lamented.  The  congregation 
at  I^rfiament  Court  Chapel,  as  a  tribute  of  refpedl 
to  bis  memory,  and  -as  a  proof  of  their  attachment  to 
tbe'do6fa4ne  which  he  taiafght,  put  their  chapel  into 
mourrfing,  and  a  feraion  was  preat- bed  to  a  very  nu  - 

E  e  2  merous 
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inerous  auditoiry  by,  WiUijam  Vijcilerj  fix)m  Heb.  H* 
4.  We  heing  ^^4^ y^t  ffeahth^  .  At  tii»e,requeft  of 
luany  whohwd  it  the  fermori  will  be  publifhed, 
with  the  hymns  which  were  made  on  that  occafipn* 
In  our  future  numbers  will  be  inferted  as  much  of 
the  biography  of  Mn  Winchefter  as  we  are  acquaint- 
led  with,  and  a  review  pf  his  writings ;  together  witli 
large  extrads  from  tl^e  letters  which  he  wrote  to  Mr, 
Mortimer  w^cn  he  left  England. 

May  the  great  truths  of  Qod,  of  which  he  was  fo 
eminent  a  witnefs,  beduly  ifijprened  upon  tb^  minds 
of  the  manyy  who  h^ve  learned  from  his  miniftry,  an^ 
writings,  that  God  is  Jove. 

June  Q^y  1797  Wm.  ViDL^R. 


.THE  PROPRIETY  OF  THE  MIRACLES  OF 
MO§ES  IN  EGYPT. 

icONTiNUED  PROM  PAGE  235.] 

^  I  '^  HE  heart  of  Pharaoh  continued  hardened.   Je- 

JL     hovah  therefore  fent  the  eighth  plague,  that  of 

Jocuft.    This  contemptible  infeA  has  been  in  all  ages 

a  fcourge  to  a  confi^erable  portion  of  the  globe.     It 

is  not  lingular  that  they  fliould  devour  the  moft  juicy 

plants  and  fruits,  fuch  as  melons,  and  all  manner  of 

garden  fruits  and  hcrl?s ;  nor  that  they  fhouM  feed 

'^o  upon  aromatic  plants,  fuch  as  lavend^*,  thyme, 

^ary,   &c. ;    but  it  is  very  lingular  that  they 

equally* 
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equally  eaif  muftard,  onions,  and  gallic ;  nay,  evert 
hemlock^  and  the  moft  rank  and  poifonous  plants; 
fuch  as  the  thorn-applej    arid  deadly  nightfliadei 
fuch  is  their  univerial  tafte,  that  they  do  not  prefer 
the  innocent  mallow  to  the  bitter  furze,  or  rue,  o*^ 
wormwood;  confuming  all  alike:  even  the  young 
branches,  nay,  the  Very  bark  of  trees,  are  confumed 
1^  them.  '  It  is  remarkable  that  they  never  breed  i» 
well  cultivated  countries,  but  always  in  fome  barren^ 
and  defolatci  fpot.     Hence  Africa  and  Arabia  have 
always  bieen  the  great  repofitories  of  them,  from* 
which  defart  countries  they  have  ifluedvfbrtb,  andi 
bieen.  the  heavieft  of  all  calamities  to  other  landfe.    So 
prodigious  are  their  numbers,  that  the  Iky  is  (bme^ 
tidies  darkened  by  them.     In  vain  do  the  wretched 
inhabitants  dig  trenches  rpund  their  gardens,  olive 
grounds,  and  vineyards,  and  fill  them  with  water ; 
and  in  vain  do  they  kindle  fires  of  vaft  length  to  de- 
ftroy  them  s  thd  trenches,  though  deep  and  large, 
^v6  fbon  entirely  filled  up ;  and  the  fires,  hoivevw^^^ 
fica*ce,  are  foon;  put  out  by  their  multitudes.     Every 
tree  is  ftripped,  and  every  herb  deflroyed,  wherever 
they  alight ;  and  when  a  wind  condu<9:s  them  out  to 
fea,  and  they  fall  into  it  and  are  drowned,  they  then  * 
are  waihed  upon  the  ihore  in  fuch  quantities,  that, 
putrifying,  they  infedl  the  air  with  their  fiench,  and 
caufe  a  deadly  peftilence.     Such  are  the  horrors  of  a 
vifitation  by  lo^.     All  thefe  horrors  were  realized 
in  Egypt.      Tie  kciifi,  fays  Mofes,  went  uf  ccver  dll  - 
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the  land  of  Egypt y  and  refied  in  aU  ihe  coajis  of  J^gypt: 
very  grievous  were  they,  for  they  covered  the  face  of 
the  whole  earthy  fa  that  the  land  was  darkened-^  and 
they  did  eat  every  herb  of  the  land,  and  all  the  fruit  of  the 
trees  which  the  hail  had  left ;  and  there  remained  not 
any  green  thing  in  the  trees ^  or  in  the  herbs  of  the  f  eld 
through  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  The  Egyptians^ 
among  the  other  elements,  worfhrpped  the  w?nd^. 
Jehovah,  to  fhew  that  they  were  only  bis  agents, 
fent  a  ftrong  caft  wnd,  and  brought  the  locufts;  and 
tiien  a  ftrong  weft  wincl,  an^  conveyed  them  itlto 
the.  Red  Sea. 

As.  the  obduracy  of  Pharaoh's  heart  ftill  continued, 
Jehovah  weftt  on  to  (hew  his  power  over  the  ele- 
iicnts.  The  ninth  plague,  wbilft  it  fevcreJy  punifh- 
ed  the  Egyptians  for  their  cruelty  to  the  Hebrews, 
ftnick  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  idolatry.  It  ap-r 
pears  that  the  firft  obje6ts  of  idolatrous  worfhip  were 
the  contending  powers  of  light  and  darknefs ;  and 
that  the  benevolent  principle,  or  the  power  of  light, 
was  every  where  believed  to  maintain  a  conftant  fu-* 
peribrity  over  the  power  of  darkness.  Such  was  the 
faith  of  the  ancient  Perfians;  and  fuch,  as  a  very 
learned  writer  has  lately  proved,  was  likewife  the 
faith  of  the  earlier  Egyptians.  It  was  therefore,  with 
Wifdom  truly  divine,  that  God,  to  (hew  the  vanity 
of  their  imaginations,  brought  upon  thofe  votaries  of 
light,  who  fancied  themfelves  the  offspring  of  the 
fun,  a  preternatiif^l  darknefs,  which  all  the  powers ' 
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of  their  fupreme  deity  and  his  fubordinate  agents 
could  not  difpel.  Thus  did  the  Almighty  ftiew,  that 
it  was  He  who  formed  the  light,  and  created  darknefs. 
The  tenth  and  lafl:  plague  brought  upon  this  idola* 
troiis  people  was  more  univerfally  and  feverely  felt 
'  than  any  which  preceded  it.  It  was  likcwife,  in 
fome  fenfe,  an  inftance  of  the  law  of  retaliation^ 
which  requires  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth,  &c. 
Mofes  was  commanded,  at  his  firft  interview  with 
Pharaoh,  to  fay,  Thus  faith  Jehovah,  Ifrael  is  my  forty 
e^ien  my  firft-hom.  Let  myfon  go,  that  he  may  ferve 
me :  and  if  thou  refufe  to  let  him  go,  I  will  flay  thy 
fon,  even  thy  firft-bom.  But  before  this  denuncia- 
tion was  put  in  execution  every  attempt  was  made  to 
foften  the  hardened  heart  of  the  obftinate  tyrant. 
The  Waters  of  his  facred  river  were  turned  into 
blood,  and  all  the  fifh  that  it  contained  were  flain  ; 
frogs  were  brought  all  over  the  land  to  pollute  the 
people ;  the  minifters  of  religion  were  rendered  fo 
impure  by  vermin,  that  they  could  not  difcharge 
their  wonted  offices ;  vaft  fwarms  of  jflies  were  fent 
to  annoy  the  whole  nation ;  the  animals  moft  revered 
as  gods,  or  emblems  of  gods,  were  cut  off  by  a 
murrain  ;  the  elements,  that  were  every  where  wor- 
Ihipped  as  divinities,  carried  through  the  land  a  de-' 
vaftation,  which  was  corapleated  by  fwarms  of  lo- 
cufts ;  the  aflies  of  the  facred  furnace,  which  were 
thought  to  convey  bleffings  whitherfoever  they  were 
wafted  by  the  winds,  were   made  to  communicate 
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kmw^hiSiiShfesi  a  "thickiaiid  preternatural  daiiciield 
was:  fpread  lohrer  '^e-  fcingSdomj  in  defiance  of  the 
p^.er  ..of  thei  great  Ojirh  ;<^nd  when  ^the  faeails  of 
the.J)eople  aa4  their » Sovereign  bontinued  ftiil  bbiJiii' 
rtt^,  tbfee^eft.fpn  of  each  famiiyirvms  flain>  becaufe 
they  )riefef6(i  to:  let  j  Ifrael  gay ;  God^'S  ji^firAjom^  From 
tjiis  univ(^fal  peftilence  the  Ifmelites  were  preferved 
by  fprinklingthe  door^pofts  of  their  houfejs  with  the 
blood  of  Qiie:of  the  animals  wshich  ware  adored  in 
•^gypt;  a  ^61  which^  as  it  could  not  be  unknown 
'to  Pharaoh  or  his  fubje^ls,  ought  to  have  convinced 
tl^at  people  of  the  extreme  ablurdity  of  their  impious 
fuperftitipns.  This  efFe6l  it  feems  not  tp  h^ve  had ; 
but  the  de^th  of  the  iirft-born  produced  the?  delive- 
rance of  th^  Hebrews ;..  for  when  it  was  found- 1 that 
thei^e  '^^s-  HQ^  a  houfe  where  there  was  not  one  deddy 
Pharaoh  called  fpr  Mofes  and  Aaron  by  night,'  and 
iaid.  Rife  up^  i^nd  get  you  forth  from  among  my 
pf  oplp,  hot^i  yow  a^d  the  children  of  Ifrael;  -aqd  bJefs 
me  alfp,  ^x^  (the  j^Egyptiains.  were,  urgent  uppn  the 
people,  tixqj;  tt^ey  might  fend;  them  oUt  of  th^  .land  in 
hafte,  fofr^tl^y  faid,  Webe  all  dead  men. 

Though  rfharaoh  and  the  bulk  of  the  people  were 
ilill  atl^ch^4  to  their  ftnfel^fs  idolatry,  yet  .it  is  in- 
credible tp  fuppofe  th^tj ,  n^ny  were  npt  4elivered 
from, it,  and  became, wprihippers  of  the  one  true  Je- 
hovah. A§  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  rc^prded,  that  God, 
gave  the  peopj^  ;favour  in  the  fight  of  the  iEgyptia^s, 
and  they  borrowed  of  them,  i.  e.  took^  what  the 

^Egyptians 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THK    UirrVBRlSALIST's  Ml^CKLLAKY.  233. 

Egyptians  lent,  i.  e.  gave,  even  jewels  of  lilver,  and 
jewels  of  gold ;  fo  that  the  Ifraelites  delivered,,  noiJ 
fpoiled,  the  ^gptians.  It  Ihould  feem  that  thefe 
jewels  of  filver  and  gold  were  of  an  idolatrous  kind, 
having  fome  reprefentation  of  their  deities  u^on  them,"- 
or  after  having  been  cdnlccrated  were  worn  in  ho- 
nour of  their  idols,  or  as  charms  to  prcferve  the 
wearers  from  evil-  Thefe  were  put  upon  tbts  ions 
and  daughters  of  the  Ifraelites,.  in  token  of  the  tri*^: 
umph  of  Jehovah  over  thd  gods^  of  Egypt^  and  vvercr 
afterwards  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  taberriacle^i 
Thus  many  of  the  Egyptians  wcire  delivered  from 
idolatry.  ,  The  infatuatidn  of.Bharaoh  and  his  arn)y> 
after  all  this,  is  triily  iurprifing.  Perhaps,  there  is 
fomething  in  the  exercife  df  tyranny  that  blinds:  the 
eyes,  and  hardens  the  heart,  and  leads  tyrants  oh  to 
their  deftrucftion.  'This  at  leiftwas  the  cafe  of  the 
monarch  of  Egypt,  who,  intoxicated  wi^i  the  prac^- 
tice  of  oppreffion,^Qfeand  purfvied  the  emancipated 
Ifraelites, .  to  bring  them  back,  tolflavery;  but  this 
defign  was  fruftratod  by  Jehoy^h,  land  Pharaoh  and 
all  who  were  engaged  in  it  were  drowned  in  the  Red 
Sie^  '  To  (bew  th^  lingular  propriety  of  this  miracle, 
we  muft  remember,  that  the  fea  was  alfo  an  objedl  of 
adoration.  Thus  did  the  Go4  of  Ifrael  eo^ecute  judj^-* 
m^t  upon  ali  thegod^  of  Egypt. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  fe^  that  the  defign  of 
(jod  in  thus  cfe^ifing  t^ip  %yptian5,iin  a  way^tb^t 
hath  never  yet  been  repeated  on  any  iiatioS,  was 

merciful. 
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merciful.     It  was  to  teach  them  that  Jehovah  was 
God,  that  they  might  fear  him. 


Different  Tranjlations  of  the  Hebrew  IFord  Gnolam, 
as  itjtands  in  the  EngJiJk  Bible-. 

IN  the  controverfy  concerning  the  duration  of  fu- 
ture mifefy,  thofe  who  contend  for  its  eternity 
have  refted  a  confiderable  part  of  their  arguments 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew,  gnolam ;  the  word 
by  which  the  duration  of  future  punifhment  is  ex- 
prefled  in  the  Old  Teftament.  The  word  which  in 
the  Septuagint,  and  in  the  New  Teftament,  anfwers 
to  gnolam^  is  aion.  A  view  of  the  different  tranfla- 
tions*  which  are  given  to  thofe  may  ferve  to  ftiew  that 
neither  of  them  necejfarily  mean  eternal.  I  {hall  be- 
gin with  the  gnolam  of  the  Old  Teflament.  It  has- 
the  following  renderings : 

1.  Of  old.     Gen.  vi.  4.  and  1  Sam.  xxvii.  8.    Jer. 

xxviii.  8.    Lam.  iii.  6.  Amos  ix.  11.     Micah 
vii.  14.  Mai.  iii,  1.  Ifai.  Ixiii.  8.  Ifai.  li.  g. 

2.  Old.     Job  xxii.  15.  Prov.  xxiii.  10.    Jer.  vi.  l6. 

3.  Old  time.     Jofhua  xxiv,  2.     Jer.  ii.  20,     E^i^ek* 

xxvi.  20. 

4.  Ancient  times.     Pfal.  Ixxvii.  5. 

5.  Ancient,     Prov  xxii.  28.  Ifai.  xliv.  7.  Jer.  v.  15. 

Ezek.  xxxvi.  2. 

6.  World.     Pfal.  Ixxiii,  12.    Ecclef.  iii.  11.    Ifai. 

Ixiv.  4. 

7.  Long. 
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7.  Long.     Pfal.  cxliii.  3. 

8.  ^Longtime.     Ifai.  xlii.  14. 

9.  At  any  time.     Lev.  xxv.  32. 

10.  Continuance.     Ifai.  Ixiv.  6. 

11.  Everiafting.     Gen.  xvii.  18.    chap,  xlviii.  3 — 4, 

and  xlix.   26.    chap.  xvii.  13.    Exod.  xl.   15. 
Lev.  xvi.  34.    Numb.  xiv.  12—13. 

12.  Lading.     Dent,  xxxii.  15. 

13.  Ever.     Exod.  xxvii.  21.     chap.  xxix.  9.     Lev4 

7.  34.  chap.  xvi.  29  and  31.  Numb.  x.  viii.    ^ 

14.  Perpcftual.     Exod.  xxix.  9.  Lev.  iii.  17.  Numb. 

xix.  21.  '  - 

15.  Hide   and  hidden.      Lev.  v.  2,  3,  4.     Numb. 

v.  13.  1  Kings  X.  iii. 

16.  Secret.     Pfal.  xc.  8.     Ecclef.  xii.  J4. 

17.  Eternal.     Ifai.  Ix.  15. 

18.  Alway.     Job.  vii.  16. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  word  is  not  otherwife 
tranflat^d  elfewhere  ;  but  no  other  rendering  has  yet 
occurred  to  mo.  Neither  is  it  fuppoftd  that  every 
place  in  which  the  word  is  found  in  the  above  fenfes 
is  refeired  to ;  but  fufficient  inftances  are  here  pro- 
duced to  iheWy  that  the  word  does  not  convey  the 
idea  of  endlefs  duration.  If  any  one  can  give  a  reafon 
why  the  word  is  not  to  be  underflood  in  a  limit- 
ted  fenfe,  whenever  it  conveys  the  idea  of  duration, 
he  is  earaeflly  defired  to  make  it  known. 

.  ABRAHAM  BENNETT. 

SYN0^FY- 
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Sincerity y  Franknefs,  Plainriejsy  Ingenuoufnefs. 

SINCERITY  prevents  our:  fpeaking  otherwife 
than  we  >l>i,n^,  and  is  a  virtu?.  Franknefs  mates 
us  ^peajc  as,  wp  think,  -.  apd  is  a  natural  effeA.  Plain- 
ne/s  is  fpeaking  firee}y ;  what  we  think,  and  fprings 
fometimes  from  want,  of  -  reflediiion.  Ingetmoufnefs 
makes  us  declare  wjiat  we  know,  ai>d  is;oflen  a  folly, 

hfinc^r^  map  will  ijot  deceive ;  a  frank  man  will 
not  diflemble  ;  a  plain  man  wilj  not  flatter ;  an  inge-^^ 
niiotm  man  knows  not  how  to  conceal  any  thing. 

» Sinf^rityas  of  great  value  in  tjie  intercourfe  of  th^ 
heart.  Franknefs  facilitates  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  Plmnnef^^  is  pften  confidered  as  a  want  of 
politenef§.  Ingenuoufnefs  is  frequently  found  to  erf 
^gainft  prudence.  .^     . 

Tihc fincsre  ai?e  always; efteen^ed.  The  frani^  plcftfe 
all  the  world.  Th?  plain  foijietimds  offend,  Ther 
ing^nuau^  often. betray |tbpmfelve3< 


QUESTIOJNJ,    ; 

IS  the  true  ety mologjcajf  fepfe  of  the  word,  ever^ 
pxpreflive  of  endlefs  duration?  If  it  be,  from 
vvbence  com^  the ,  phrafes,  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
evermore.  The  former  fignifyipg  z,  fuccejjion^  thft 
Isp^pVy  more  t^an  ever^  Arj  anfwer  to  this  queftioa 
b^  any  perfon  wovild  oblige, 

A  CONSTANT  READER, 
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CONTROVERSt  OB  THfe  TltJlNlT^  EtViL  OF  SIN* 

.   Continued. , 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 
BEAR  SIR, 

/T)ERU5ING  thp  fourth  number  of  your  Mifcel- 
JL  lany,  1  could  not  but  admire  the  ingenuous  ar-^ 
•guments  therein  .adduced  to  prove  fin  not  infinite* 
But,  Sir,  you  do  it  chiefly  from  reafon ;  but  as  I  am 
a  Chrifliian,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  be  guided  by 
Scripture.  I  remarjced,  in  reading  Job  xxy.  5.  thi$ 
pafl&ge — "  Is  not  thy  wickednpfs  great,  and  thine 
iniquities  infinite  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  argue  thus  :  If  this 
text  be  true,  our  fins  are  infinite^  and  of  neceflity 
tjiat  they  deferve  infinite  (that  is  endlefs)  punifh-^ 
ment.  This  is  a  fad  too  clear  to  be  denied.  Until 
you  can  clear  up  this  incontrovertible  paflage,  your 
arguments  in  the  lafl:  jNumberare  vain.  I  (hould 
not  have  troubled  you ;  but  yoii  challenged  us  to 
produce  chapter  and  verife,  which  having  done  brieflv, 
piuft  expe6l  fome  of  ypvjr  correfpondents  to  anfwer. 
In  fo  doing  you  will  give  a  mortal  fl:ab  tp  the  fenti- 
ment  of  endlefs  mifery^  and  oblige  your's,  in  the 
bonds  of  peace.  ^ 

JuneZ,  I7pi?,   -^  :  BENJ,  BAINE. 
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ESSAY  ON  UBERTY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UmverfaliJPs  Mifcellany. 

SIR,  -  . 

THE  prefent  day  is  a  day  of  Liberty  ;  and  it  is 
natural  for  every  intelligent  mind  to  efpOi^ 
her  caufe,  and  be  averfe  to  Slavery.  But  what  hath 
ftruck  me  moll  forcibly  is  this  :  The  ftrongeft  Ad- 
vocates for  Liberty  are  them  who  abfolutely  deny 
man's  free  agency ;  but  how  men  can  be  at  liberty 
to  a6l  without  a  freedom  of  will  I  know  not. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  a  more  diftin6l  and 
proper  view  of  the  nature  of  Liberty,  I  fhall  <le- 
fcribe  it  in  the  words  of  a  late  author,  which  hath 
coniidered  it  imder  the  four  following  general  di- 
vifions,  (/.  ^.)  Phyfical,  Moral,  Religious,  and  Civil ; 
"  By  Phyfical  Liberty  (fays  he)  I  mean  that  prin- 
ciple of  fpontaneity,  or  felf-determinaticm,  which 
conftitutes  us  agents,  or  which  gives  us  a  command 
over  our  actions,  rendering  them  properly  ours,  and 
not  the  immediate  effedls  of  any  other  caufe.  Moral 
Liberty  mull  be  the  power  of  following,  in  all  cir- 
cumllances,  our  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong,  or  of  ail- 
ing in  conformity  to  our  refle^ing  and  moral  prin- 
^ciples,  without  being  controuled  by  any  contrary 
principles.  Religious  Liberty  fignifies  the  power  of 
exerciiing,  without  moleftation,  that  mode  of  reli- 
gion which  we  think  beft,  or  of  making  the  decifion 

of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  tJNIVEkSALIST*S  MISCELLANY,  Q^hQ 

of  our  own  confciences  refpe6ling  religious  truth  the 
rule  of  our  condu6l,  and  not  any  of  the  decifions  of 
others.  In  like  manner,  Civil  Liberty  is  that  power 
of  a  civil  fociety,  or  State,  to  govern  itfelf  by  its 
own  difcretion,  or  by  laws  of  its  own  making,  with- 
out being  fubje<9:  to  any  foreign  difcretion." 

It  fhould  be  obferved^  that,  according  to  the  defi- 
nitions of  the  different  kinds  of  Liberty,  there  is  one 
general  idea  that  runs  through  them  all,  I  mean  the 
idea  of  Jel/'direffioity  or  f ^-government.  Without 
this,  what  is  man,  but  a  mere  machine,  a<Sled  upon 
by  Tome  foreign  force,  having  no  principle  of  mo- 
tion in  himfelf,  or  command  over  events,  and,  there- 
fore incapable  of  all  merit  or  demerit,  for  without 
liberty,  or  freedom  of  will,  there  muft  (land  a  force 
oppofite  to  the  agent's  own  will;  this  force  is  incom- 
patible with  the  very  idea  of  voluntary  motion,  and 
the  fubjedl  of  it  is  a  mere  paflive  inftrument,  which 
never  a6ls,  but  is  always  a6led  upon,  and  muft  be  a 
poor  abje6t  animal,  without  rights,  without  property, 
and  without  a  conscience. 

If  you  think  this  worthy  a  place  in  your  Mifcel-  ^ 
lany,  you  may  infert  it. 

I  am  your's,  &c. 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 


CON- 
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CONTROVERSY  ON  JONAH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverfajyTs  Mlfcellany, 

SIR, 

IN  your  Mifcellany  for  laft  month,  I  obferve  a 
letter  upon  ftri^ure^  which  I  had  fprmeitly  writ- 
tea  on  Jonah's  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  whale. 
The  Gentleman  wlp  wrote  the  letter  I  heartily  thank 
for  it.  ift:  BecaUife  he  defired  ta  prevent  triy  dping 
evil.  2dly,  ^^eceuf^  he  defired  to  do  mcv  goo4>  by 
convincing  me  of  an  error  which  I^q  fuppQft4  I. had 
got  into,  And^  3dly,/Qr  confirrprng  what  Ib^d  be- 
fore only  conceived  might  very  poffibly  be  tnj^^  For 
the  weaknefs  of  the  arguments  of  a  perfon,  that  I 
Ihould  fuppofe  to  be  a  man  of  fom^  learning,  eftab- 
lilhes  n>y  conjecture  by  informing  me,  that  it  cannot 
be  objected  to,  becaufe  it  is  copfiftent  to  the  words 
of  Divine  truth.  It  is  true  \  put  po  name  to*  what  I 
had  written ;  hatred  or  love  may  caufe  a  novelty  to 
be  either  embraced  or  rejedled  ;  but  when  truth  and 
error  depend  only  upon  the^  ltrei>gth  of  argument, 
then  error  muft  vanifh  before  truth's  fuperior  br^ght- 
nefs.  ,  • 

lit.  It  is  granted  that  the  word  does  not  lignify  a 
whale.  2dly.  I  had  before  proved  that  the  word 
may  be  applied,  not  to  a  large  fifh,  but  to  fifh  in  ge- 
neral ;  and,  from  them,  to  a  place  where  fifh,  and 
fifhermen,  refort ;  that  is,  to  a  fifhery ;  and,  3dly, 
that  it  could  not  poffibly  be  a  great  fifh,  becaufe  the 

word. 
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ivbrd,  radically,  fignifies  to  increafe  or  multiply;  and 
therefore,  being  a  word  implying  multitude,  it  can- 
not juftly  be  applied  to  a  large  fifti,  whkh  does  not  in- 
creafe numeroufly,  but  is  very  properly  applied  to  the 
fmaller  fifti,  all  of  which  are  known  to  be  wonder- 
fully prolific.     4thly,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  re- 
ference to  Jofephus  proves  nothing.     In  his  day  the 
Hebrew  was,  as  it  now  is,  a  dead  language;  we  have, 
therefore,  an  equal  ability  to  underftand  it  with  him ; 
the  Jews   of  his  day  fpeaking  Syriac,  and  not  He- 
brew.    Again,  the  ftory  he  tells  of  Jonah  being  caft 
upon  the  Euxine  is  very  improbable.     He  muft  have 
been   carried  by  the  whale  through  the  Mediter- 
ranean, between  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Euxine, 
where  a  fifh  of  that  fpecies  has  never  yet  been  found; 
and  when  landed,  would  have  had  barbarous  coun- 
tries to  go  through  to  Nineveh,  that  no  traveller-has 
ever  yet  dared  to  truft  himfelf  in,  without  imminent 
peril.    Perhaps,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  thinks  to  fupport 
the  credibility  of  the  account,  and  to  ftrengthen  his 
faith,  that  it  is  neceflary  the  whole  ftory  fhould  be 
filled  with  inconliftencies  and  improbabilities;  for  my 
part,  I  mufl:  confefs,  that  I  am  fo  very  credulous, 
that  to  me  it  is  fufficient  that  I  fee  the  hand  of  God 
in  it,  and  that  Chrift  has  acknowledged  its  truth,  for 
me  to  believe  it,  without  having  ope  improbability 
added  to  make  it  appear  more  miraculous*     5thly. 
The  Greek  wofd  SeeTneion,    which   our  Lord  ufes, 
Matt.'xii.  39.  dbes  not  neceflarily  imply  a  miracle, 
.  Vol*  L  F  f  but 
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but  a  flgn,  a  mark.  And  here  I  will  fcfer  you  t^ 
my  former  flricftures,  to  Ihew  how  exactly,  fuppofing 
.  Jonah  was  caft  into  a  rock,  he  typified  the  Lord  Jefw 
Chrift ;  but  in  the  belly  of  a  fifh,  excepting  in  length 
of  time,  it  is  not  poffible  to  draw  any  parallel  be- 
tween them. 

Laftly^  Sir,  I  (hould  like  to  afk  the  Gentleman, 
what  he  means  by  chance  ?  It  is,  Sir,  a  doctrine  that 
I  think  ought  not  to  compofe  a  part  of  a  Chriftian's 
creed.  I  believe  in  a  Providence,  which,  as  Auguf- 
tine  faid  before  me,  furveys  the  whole  univerfe,  as 
if  it  was  but  one  individual,  and  each  individual,  a$ 
if  he  compofed  the  whole  univerfe ;  a  Providence, 
Sir>  that  protects  fparrows,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of 
our  heads.  To  mc,  therefore,  it  is  very  immaterial 
whether  Jehovah  fufpends  the  laws  of  Nature,  to  de- 
fend or  puni(h  his  creatures  ;  or  whether  he  gives 
them  increafed  force,  and  diredls  them  to  the  accom- 
pliftiment  of  that  end  he  ordaineth  ;  in  each,  in  all,  it 
is  the  hand  of  Jehovah,  to  it  would  I  bow  with  holy 
reverence.  The  word  of  God  is  true ;  it  cannot  ba 
overturned  by  inveftigation :  if,  therefore,  the  ac- 
count of  Jonah  and  the  whale  is  written  by  the  fpirit 
of  truth,  the  clofeft  exanrination  will  but  eftahlifh  the 
fe(ft;  On  the  contrary,  if  mjf-tranflated,  let  it  be 
corre6led,  for  falfehood  never  can  confirm  the  truth. 
The  very  fame  arguments  that. have  been  urged 
againft  fuch  alterations,  will  be  what  has  .been  brought 
for>vard  againft  the  reformations  by  Luther,  Calvin,. 

Whitfield 
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Whitfield,  Wefley,  Winchefter ;  nay,  againff  the 
reformation  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Artd  to  fuch 
objections  fi-Om  Proteftants,  the  anfwer  of  Chrift  will 
apply — '^  Ye  build  the  fcpulchres  of  the.  Prophets^ 
and  adorn  the  monuments  of  the  righteous,  and  lay^ 
if  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  we  would 
not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the  blood  of 
the  Prophets."  Verily,  this  conduA  being  like  that 
of  their  fathers,  they  have  pafled  the  fentence  of  con* 
demnation  upon  themfelves,  and  only  wait  for  an  op-> 
portunity,  by  outward  adtion,  "  to  fill  up  the  mea* 
fure  of  their  fathers  fins."  I  would  not,  upon  any 
account  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  writer  of  the 
letter,  but  to  his  mode  of  reafoning;  his  motives 
may  be  upright,  I  truft  they  are ;  but  fo  alfo  are  the 
motives  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  faved  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  whilft  all  their  works  fhall  be  burnt  up,  and 
they  lofe  their  reward.  May  peace.  Sir,  be  with 
him  ;  may  he  be  blefled  with  increafed  wifdom,  and 
•bring  forth  its  fruits  in  a  fpirit  of  love,  that  he  may 
have  an  abundant  reward  adminiftered  to  him  in  that 
day,  when  the  Saviour  fhall  beftow  rewards  unto  all 
his  Saints  , according  to  their  works.  Farewcl.       Y, 


TO  THE  EDITOR. 
DEAR  SIR, 

UPON  the  ground  of  mercy,  every  one  will  l)e 
judged  and  punifhed  according  to  their  works 
done  in  the  body,  good  or  bad ;  therefore,  blefled 

F  f  2  are 
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are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  fhall  ceafe 
from  their  labours,  and  the  fecond  death  fhall  have 
fio  power  over  them ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  final 
jreftoratioh  of  all  lapfed  intelligences  is  determined 
6n  by  Almighty  God,  through  the  mewts  d{  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  to  be  the  Judge  and  the  Saviour. 

This  doiSrine  appears  to  me  to  be  as  clearly  point- 
ed out  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  as  when  I  {land  by 
the  fea^fide  at  noon-day,  the  light  of  the  fun,  with 
the  help  of  my  eyes,  tells  me  which  is  land  and 
which  is  water ;  but  here  I  mull  acknowledge,  that 
^n  Winchefter  gave  me  the  key  to  this  truth ;  foi? 
before  his  arrival  in  this  country,  I  walked  between 
two :  on  the  one  hand,  I  loved  the  Calvinift,  becaufe 
be  told  me  the  following  truth,  that  every  thing  good 
which  I  received  was  from  the  free,  unmerited  mercy 
of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  I  loved  the  Arminian>  be^ 
caufe  he  told  me  that  God  was  love ;  that  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  and  that  Chrift  Jefus 
tafted  death  for  every  man,  &e.  Neverthelefs,  in  * 
other  things  I  knew  they  were  both  wrong,  but  could 
not  tell  how  to  put  them  right.  A  Mr.  N — ^ — ,  a 
particular  Baptift,  arid  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
whom  I  had  great  afFe^lion  for  as  a  man,  and  loved 
as  a  brother  in  Chrift  ;  but  as  we  could  not  exadlly 
agree  in  fentiment,  we  had  frequent  difputations,  but 
our  arguments  never  came  to  any  thing,  fo  as  t6 
throw  light  upon  the  fubjecft  ;  therefore  I  was  deter- 
mined^ if  poffible,  to  leave  them  off,  as  they  v^ry  of^ 

ten 
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ten  gave  me  pain,  left  I  (hould  fay  fometbing  con- 
trary to  truth,  by  which  means  I  might  offend  God, 
fo  I  fent  him  the  following  lines.  If  you  think  them 
worth  a  place  in  your  Univerfaljft's  Mifc^llapy,  pleaie 
to  infert  them.  I  hope  your  Readers  >yill  find  .  iri 
them  a  fpirit  of  zeal,  and  at  the  fame  time  modera- 
tion, which  are  grand  articles  in  uniting  Chriftians 
of  all  denominations  in  loye  and  affeiSlion  oijetowa^rds 
^notbef, 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

ypur  very  refpp6lfi|l  friend. 

And,  I  truft,  brother  in  Chrift^ 
J.  THORNHILL. 
June  6,  1797* 

May  we  unite  to  fcrvc  the  Lord  with  care. 

Make  known  our  wants,  as  he  commands,  by  prayer,i 

Have  no  difpute  in  things  4>eyond  our  ken, 

For  He  is  God,  and  we  are  only  Men. 

What  God  decrees  is  right,  and  none  can  fay. 

What  haft  thou  done  ?  or  turn  his  h^pd  away ; 

Juftice  for  ever  fits  upon  his  Throne, 

And  fmiling  Mercy  by  his  Son  is  known. 

To  form  a  foul  finccre  who  dares  pretend, 

Or  wa(h  it  clean  till  God  his  fpirit  fend? 

We  are  fo  foul,  corrupt  in  every  part, 

Jh^t  lione  but  Chrift  can  cleanfe  the  finner's  he^rt, 

F  f  a  ANSWER 
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ANSWER  TO  A  QUESTION  ON  CON^ 
SCIENCE. 

WHx\T  is  natural  confcience,  and  how-  are  its 
workings  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 

ANSWER. 

Natural  confcience  is  a  prodigal  fon ;  fpiritual  con- 
fcience  is  a  dutiful  fon.  Natural  confcience  tells  a. 
man  wlien  he  does  wrong,  and  makes  him  unhappy, 
but  this  unhappinefs  arifes  from  fear  of  difgrace  or 
puDiihment. 

The  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  confcience 
tells  a  man  when  he  does  wrong,  and  makes  him  un- 
happy, but  this  unhappinefs  is  in  confequence  of  filial 
afFedion  to  the  object  oiFended,  which  is  God,  whom 
.he  knows  to  be  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity 
with  approbation^  and  makes  bjm  ^^'latch  that  h^  may 
not  offend  again. 

SEMPHRONIUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverJaVift" s,  Mifcellany^ 

SIR, 

AS  a  general  acquaintance  with  mankind  feems 
to  defiroy  local   prejudices,  fo  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  the  individuals  who  form  the  various 
fe<fts  of  Chriflians,  will  confiderabTy  diminifh  party 
.    ,.     .  >•     -  prejudices^ 
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prejudices ;  at  leaft  I  have  found  it  to  be  fo  in  my 
mind^  having  had  the  happinefs  of  being  fivoured 
with  the  friendfhip  of  many  Chriftia^s  of  different 
opinions  in  matters  of  religion,  men  whom  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  are  pofTefled  of  real  piety,  nnd  who 
love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having  continually  before 
them  the  hope  of  immortal  glory.  I  cannot  but  fee 
in  them  a  fimilarity  of  purfuit,  but  ^  diverfity  in  ideas 
concerning  the  road  to  it^  which  feems-  chiefly  to  tirife 
from  education,  or  judgment,  or  knowledge,  and, 
perhaps,  from  a  combination  of  the  whole  ;  and,  as  I 
anticipate  with  holy  joy  the  period  v.  hen  we  fliall  be 
of  one  heart  and  mind,  arifing  from  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  good  word  of  God  being  difFufed  through 
the  whole  earth,  I  ardently  long  to  lend  an  helping 
Ifisnd  to  pull  down  that  grand  impedimi^nt  which 
feems  to  me  to  prevent  it,  the  prejudice  of  party,  the 
pride  of  fentiment. 

.  There  are  but  few  Chrifti^ns  but  what  love  to  con- 
verfe  upon  the  general  principles  of  Chriftianity ; 
then  they  are  all  love,  meeknefs,  patience ;  but  in- 
troduce a  fentiment  contrary  to  their  creed,  the  fcene 
changes  ;  it  is  hafte,  impatience,  and  too  (5ften  a 
fomethingworfe,  will  fucb  tempers  in veftigat^ truth? 
Were  men  of  the  world  to  pofTefs  them  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  arts  and  fciencej?,  wouH  there  nei  he 
an  end  to  all  improv^^.m^-nt  ?  How  much  Icfs  (li<:uid 
it  be  admitted  into  the  difculTion  of  thofe  truths, 
ijVbicb  0II  parties  allow  that  but  a  very  fmall  part  of, 
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are  at  prefent  known,  and  that  every  the  leaft  addition 
to  their  flock  of  knowledge  is  an  invaluable  acquifi-r 
tion,  but  the   mifs  of  it  a  real  lofs. 

If  Chriftians  who  differ  with  them  are  in  an  error> 
furely  undefiigned  error  is  not  in  its  own  nature  vi-r 
cious,  efpecially  where  the  heart  is  right.  But  fup-  , 
pofe  it  vicious,  yet  Chrift  endures  the  contradiiftion 
of  finners,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  in  the 
meeknefs  of  wifdom  to  inftru6l  them.  The  Scrip- 
tures fay  that  ^^  God  is  love !"  If  fo,  all  the  docftrines, 
that  flow  from  him  muft  partake  of  his  nature.  He 
declares  that  He  is  "flow  to  anger,  long-fuffering,; 
unbounded  in  goodnefs.'*  How  then  can  impatient,, 
fretful,  angry  Chriftians  be  prepared  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  him;i  when  it  is  faid,  "  Without  holinefs. 
none  can  fee  the  Lord."  Without  that  internal  and 
external  feparation  from  all  that  is  contrary  to  his: 
nature,  they  cannot  behold  the  Lord's  Chrifl:  in  his 
Millenial  kingdom,  but  muft  he  remembered  with 
*^  the  reft  of  the  dead  who.  rife  not  till  the  thoufand, 
years  are  paft." 

Chriftians  would  foon  mpderate  the  fpirit  of  opi-j , 
nion,  were  they  to  confider,  that  Chriftianity  is  not 
lb  much  right  doctrines  as  right  tempers ;  thoufanda 
of  unenlightened  men  have  become  converted  men, 
truly  fo  in  their  difpofitions  and  life ;  all  they  knew  > 
was,  "  God  for  Chrift's  fake  has  forgiven  me  my 
fins."  Their  gratitude  was  manifefted  in  their  con- 
dudl,.  and  declared — If  God  fo  loved  us,   our  every^. 

wordj 
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word  and  adHon  ought  to  teftify  the  fame  overflowing 
love  to  others,  even  our  bittereft  enemies,  much 
jnore  to  all  who  love  the  Lord  our  Redeemer;  living 
in  this  faith  and  pradlice,  at  the  hour  of  death,  angels 
have  triumphantly  carried  them  to  the  boibm  of 
their  Lord.  A  fmile  from  his  joy-infpiring  counte- 
nance, a  few  moments  converfation  with  the  fpirits 
of  juft  men  made  perfect  has  enlightened  their  un- 
cultivated underftanding,  and  made  them  as  perfect 
in  do6lrines  as  Paul  himfelf. 

It  is  unbecoming  the  Chriftian  fpirit,  when  it  can- 
not bear  contradiction,  or  even  reproach  ;  but  it  is 
lin  when  it  is  grown  into  impatience  or  wrath,  be- 
caufe  their  creed  is  contradidled  in  converfation, 
prayer,  or  preaching ;  it  is  not  the  love  of  truth,  but 
pride,  and  a  fclf-fufficiency  of  wifdom.  Was  truth, 
written  upon  their  hearts,  they  would  be  free  fiom 
fuch  intemperance  of  fpirit.  I  have  long  known  and 
loved  Semphronius ;  he  poflefles  wit,  learning,  and 
piety ,  I  have  always  found  him  anxious  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  ;  he  knows  the  word,  and  loves  it, 
and  ftrives  by  obedience  to  attain  an  high  fituation  in 
the  kingdom  of  his  Lord;  generous,  difinterefted, 
capable,  and  apt  to  communicate ;  yet,  I  tremble  for 
him.  Semphronius  muft  fubdue  himfelf,  or  lofe  his 
reward.  The  unfeen  pride  of  his  heart  coi^rupts  all 
his  Chriftian  grace,  and  caufes  him  much  oftener  to 
difgrace  the  character  of  a  dilciple  than  to  promote 
the  glory  of  his  Lprd ;  the  oyerbearing  impetuofity  of 

his 
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his  ipirit  almoft  continually  cafts  a  veil  ov^r  that  truth 
he  loves.  Poor  Semphroniu^,  I  grieve  to  find  that 
you  will  fancy,  notwithftanding  all  your  fufFerings, 
that  wifdom  dwelleth  with  you,  that  Ihe  has  fixed  her 
throne  on  your  judgment,  and  by  your  lips  mufl:  cfta-i 
Wifh  decrees.  Oh,  my  ft-iend,  b*  humble,  be 
holy,  and  you  mufl:  be  happy.  The  great  command 
of  our  blefled  Matter  to  his  Difciples  was,  fo  to  aft, 
"  that  men  beholding  their  good  works  might  glorify 
their  father,  who  is  in  Heaven."  Would  Semphro- 
nius  but  do  this,  he  would  foon  be  convinced,  that 
violence,  anger,  wrath,  with  every  other  wrong  tem*» 
per,  can  only  encourage,  but  never  corredl  error, 
whilfl:  truth,  according  to  the  maxim  of  our  Lord 
has  only  to  be  made  manifefl:,  and  all  men  would  love 
it>  and  glorify  Grod  by  their  obedience ;  the  common 
people  would  gladly  liften  to  the  meek,  the  wife 
Semphronius,  and  praife  God  for  the  gracious  words 
that  flowed  from  his  lips. 

When  St.  Paul  fays  that  he  kept  his  body  under, 
lefl:,  whilft  he  preached  unto  others,  he  himfelf  fhould 
become  a  cafl:-av/ay.  Surely,  he  means  fomething 
more  than  mortifying  his  fle(h  by  fafting.  I  rather 
think  the  whole  natural  man,  every  paffion  particu- 
larly united  to  the  body,  and  hable  to  be  ^tflTedled  by 
its  fituation,  its  advantages  or  infirmities,  fuch  a< 
dignity,  fretfulnefs,  wifdom,  learning,  &c.  and  evi^ 
dently,  upon  this  ground,  that  Chriftianity  is  a  door 
trine  of  love^  dnd  that  whatever  in  the  fpirit  of  a 

Cbriftiai^ 
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Chriftian  is  contrary  to  love,  is  contrary  to  that  doc* 
trine  which  his  whole  life  and  converfation  Ihould 
tc^ch.  The  tutor  is  in  want  of  inftru<5tion,  he  has 
forgot  the  rudiments  of  thofe  truths  he  would  incul- 
cate ;  by  taking  a  wrong  courie,  he  runs  wide  from 
that  goal  at  whjch  he  is  aiming ;  inftead  of  receiving 
the  wreath  of  victory,  from  an  awful  diftance  he  be* 
holds  others  obtain  it,  whom  the  vanity  of  his  heart 
had  too  often  cenfured  for  not  having  began  the  race. 
To  conclude,  public  inftru6lion  may  call  linners 
.  to  repentance,  it  may  build  up  Chriftians  in  thismoft 
holy  faith,  but  a  meek,  patient,  Chrift-like  difpofi- 
tion,  would  make  more  fincere  converts  to  Ghriftia- 
nity  than  all  the  dazzling  ornaments  that  attend  the 
jnoft  fplendid  public  gifts. 

Your  fincere  well  wiftier. 

O. 

-^  "  ~  ■       .     ■  .   I  ...  ■     ,.  .1  .1         ,  .       .  -■ .  "        M     ,  I  ,         ,. 

ANECDOTE. 

DURING  a  late  plague  at  Algiers,  an  officer, 
traverfing  the  ftreets  in  the  night,  heard  a 
great  difturbance  in  the  houfe  of  an  Englifhman, 
whofe  wife  was  turning  every  thing  topfyturvy.  The 
offiicer^  a3  ufual,  when  he  gave  information  of  an  in- 
fe6led  houfe,  the  next  day  caufed  the  door  to  be 
marked,  previous  to  its  being  nailed,  up  by  authority.  - 
This  alarmed  the  Engfifliman,  who  remonftrated  to 
a  fuperior  magiftrate ;  and  on  being  confronted  by 
the  officer,  gave  what  appeared  to  be  the  moft  irre- 
fragable 
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fi^gable  proofs,  that  he  had  not  the  Icaft  iymptomt 
of  the  plague  in  his  habitation.  The  officer  being 
afked  what  he  had  to  lay  in  oppofition  to  theie  af- 
fertionsy  replied.  That  when  he  was  at  the  door,  th«J 
tnan*s  wife  was  not  only  fcolding,  but  beating  him  5 
and  if  a  houfe  could  be  faid  to  have  a  greater  phgtie; 
he  would  be  content  to  fuffer  the  imputation  due  to 
one  who  had  made  a  falfe  accufation^ 


ESSAY  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY, 

Continued  from  page  223, 

IT  will  be  granted  that  feveral  qualifications  are 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  fit  a  man  for  that  impor- 
tant oflice.  Learning  does  hot  appear  to  be  abfolutely 
requifite,  although  very  ufeful.  An  unlearned  man 
might,  by  occafionally  preaching,  do  much  good  tp 
a  learned  audience,  but  he  could  not  profitably  preach 
to  them  for  a  conftancy.  But  to  be  a  Chriflian  is  an 
abfolute  requifite  for  a  Chriftian  Minifi:er.  If  he  bcr 
Keves  not  himfelf  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  if  he  is 
not  determined  to  know,  and  to  obey  every  command 
of  Chrifl:,  how  can  he  teach  them  to  others  ?  No 
acquaintance  with  do6lrines  or  worldly  learning  will 
corapenfate  for  his  not  believing  on  the  Meffiahfliip 
of  Chrift,  not  knowing  him  as  a  Saviour,  and  the  not 
obeying  his  precepts.  For  if  not  a  praftical  Chril^ 
tian,  it  is  an  impoffibility  for  him  to  be  a  fuccefsful 
teacher  of  Chriflianity.   He  jnay  be  a  n^an  of  geniufi^j^ 

w4 
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^nd  poflefled  of  every  pleafing  adomtnenit  to  the  hu- 
man mind,  but  thefe  will  be  of  no  confequence  to 
him  as  a  Chriftian  Minifter,  unlefs  with  theni  he  has 
the  fpirit  of  God  to  renew  Bis  foul,  that  like  Chrift 
he  may  be  perfe6l  in  all  holy  obedience ;  and  with 
this  he  muft  1  !ts  as  will  qualify  him  for 

public  work :  e  able  to  inftru6l ;  if  not, 

although  a  Bi  t^,  he  is  not  qualififci  to  be  a 

Chriftian  Mir  ach  an  office  requires  both 

readinefs  and  ability  to  teach,  and  confequently  fome 
knowledge ;  for  he  who  inftrudls  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  have  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  that  which  he 
treats  of  than  thofe  perfons  who  are  inftru6led  by 
him.  He  muft  alfo  have  warm  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  a  holy  fervency,  an  ardent  love  for  mankind  ; 
and  thefe  muft  all  be  guided  by  knowledge:  in  all 
he  muft  be  dirpdted  by  underftanding,  otherwife, 
though  he  love  Chrift,  without  this  warmth  of  heart 
to  promote  his  glory,  and  extenfive  benevolence  to 
ipankind,  he  will  become  completely  dead,  cold,  life^ 
lefs,  and  unanimated.  As  a  Minifier,  what  holy  zeal 
did  Paul  feel  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  when  he 
compared  the  anxiety  of  his  heart  to  the  throes  and 
pangs  of  a  woman  in  travail.  "  Now,  (fays  he)  I  live 
if  ye  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord;  but  if  not,  all  our  hopes 
and  expedtations  die,  for  we  did  hope  ye  would  have 
been  for  our  crown,  but  though  ye  did  run  well,  ye 
are  hindered;  ye  have  begun  in  the  fpirit,  but  ye  iend 
in  the  flefli/'     Without  holy  zeal,  the  Chriftian  Mi^ 

niftci* 
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nifter  cannot  give  up  all  forChrift,  ,hfs  etpedlatloii^ 
^e  below,-  he  has  not  a  fufficiently  animated  view  of 
the  glories  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  to  account  all 
things  below  but  as  dung  and  drofs,  in  comparifon  of 
that  glory  that  fliall   be  revealed.     But  it  is  not  all 
that  poflefs  fupcrior  knowledge,  an  aptnefs  for  teach- 
ing, a  pradtical  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of  Chrif- 
tianity,   a  love  to  Chrift,  univerfal  benevolence  to 
mankind,  and  a  holy  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  that 
are  Minifters  of  the  word  of  God,  but  there  alfo  re- 
quires an  opportunity  or  an  opening  for  fuch  d  cha- 
Tix&itr  to  be  of  ufe.     A  taking  by  the  hand  in  the 
conduift  of  divine  Providence,  and  leading  fuch  a  one 
into  the  minifterial  office,  and  this  may  be  twofold. 

ift,  A  man  of  warm  zeal  may  be  caft  where  the 
Gofpel  is  not  known ;  he  may  converfe  upon  it 
amongft  his  neighbours,  they  may  feel  the  power  of 
the  word,  their  eyes  may  be  opened  to  difcern  Chrift 
hath  died  for  them,  their  hearts  may  be  changed,  by 
degrees  a  Chriftian  fociety  is  formed,  and  that  man 
who  firft  went  amongft  them,  being  poflefled  of  fu- 
perior  knowledge,  and  having  holy  zeal  for  Chrift,  of 
neceffity  becomes  their  teacher  :  fuch  a  one,  in  the 
language  of  the  New  Teflament  is  the  firft  fruits, 
the  Elder,  the  Biftiop  :  Providence,  perhaps  contrary 
to  his  inclination,  has  brought  him  into  the  v/orky 
without  any  pomp,  or  ceremony,  or  change  of  gar- 
ment, or  fiate,  or  title,  being  required  of,  implied  by, 
or  annexed  to  the  office. 
^  ^    .  2dly. 
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2dly4  Every  member  of  a  Chriftian  church,  having 
public  gifts  and  zeal,  is  a  bleffing  to  the  brethren  c^ 
that  church  to  which  he  beloilgs,  bis  gifts, grow  by 
the  exercife  of  tbcm^  his  brethren  fee  it,  and  have 
only  as  a  body  to  own  what  God  has  done  by  him-, 
and  entreat  him,,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  to  go  forth, 
and  call  linners  to  repentance,  and  build  up  tho 
Saint  in  his  moil  holy  foith.  This  man  is  likewife  a  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  is  by  the  church, 
in  the  name  of  their  Great  Head,  appointed  to  feed 
the  flock  of  Chrill,  over  which  he  is  made  an-overfeer. 

But  it  is  truly  ridiculous  to  fupppfe,  that  becaufe  a 
man  is  in  one  place  appointed  to  the  minifterial  office, 
that  he  confequcntly  becomes  a  Minifter  to  what- 
foever  place  he  goes  :  No  !  he  may  be  a  Minifter 
at  one  place,  and  at  another  nothing  more  than  a 
Chriftian  brother ;  a  contrary  doArine  is  contrary  to 
conjmon  fenfe ;  it  is  the  Prieft  employing  an  ufurped 
authority  to  ftay  the  limple  hearted  amongft  men. 

For  inftance,  fuppofe  a  man,  in  either  of  the  ways 
we  have  before  mentioned,  called  to  labour  in  the 
Miniftry  amongft  an  ignorant  people,  he  knows  but 
little,  they  know  lefs,  he  is  therefore  capable  of  in-* 
ftrufting  them  ;  but  he  leaves  them  ;  where  he  next 
goes,  the  people  are  wifer  than  he  is,  they  are  ca- 
pable of  inftrudling  him,  therefore  his  work  cannot 
lie  there ;  ^nd  this  I  mention  to  fliew  the  limplicity 
of  the  Chriftian  Miniftry  ;  it  is  not  intended  for  the 

benefit- 
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benefit  of  the  Minifter,  tut  the  enlightenihg  of  fh^ 
people. 

*  But  the  character  of  a  Chrifliaii  Mifiifter,  this  be- 
longs to  him  as  fuftaining  the  paftoral  office,  by  the 
choice  and  confent  of  the  congregatibn  i  they  are^ 
therefore,  fuppofed  to  be  fufficiently  perfonally  ac- 
quainted with  hiril  to  be  able  to  examinb  him  by  the 
rule  laid  down  by  Paul  to  Timothy,  ^^  If  a  man  ddire 
the  office  of  a  Bifliop,  he  defireth  a  good  work," 
i.  e.  he  defireth  ail  office  in  which  he  may  do  much 
good ;  it  is  not  defirable  from  being  an  exalted 
Elation,  but  from  its  being  a-fituation  where  he  may 
be  eminently  ufeful.  To  fit  him  for  fuch  an  office, 
*^  he  mull  be  blamelefs,"  fo  clear  of  guilt,  that  the 
iCaufe  he  efpoufes  may  not  be  injured  by  any  imputa- 
tions that  may  be  cafl:  upon  his  chara6ler,  "  The  huf- 
band  of  one  wife,"  not  having  inore  than  one  at  a 
time,  "  vigilant,"  active,  watchful,  continually  over- 
feeing  his  flock,  that  he  may  be  able  to  unite  and' 
build  up  the  church ;  that  by  their  love,  and  zeal,  and 

Jtnowledge,  and  inward  and  outward  purity,  thfey' 
may  indeed  be  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  and  a  light 

^nto  mankind.  "  Sober,"  poflefled  of  fobriety  of 
mind,  knowing  his  proper  fituation,  not  lifted  up  with 
pride,  not  mrftaking  his  chara<9:er  or  office ;  but  "  of 
good  behaviour,  given  to  hofpitality,  apt  tx)  teach ; 
not  given  to  wine,"  not  fitting  long  over  his  cups, ' 
inuch  lefs  given  to  inebiiation,  but  ufing  it,  like  evtrf* 
other  bleffing  of  Providence,  with  chearfulnefs,  grati- 
tude, 
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tttcfe^  ftrid  teoiperancae.  "  No  ftriko-,"  no,  not  evcii 
witt  the  tongue ;  '^  nor  given  to  filthy  lucre/'  left 
tjaroagb  feovetoufoefs  be  betray  his  truft ;  he  niuft 
*^  be  patient,*' bearing  like  Chrift  with  the  contradic*» 
tion  of  fipper^  and  the  ignorance  of  Chriftians, 
^'  Not  a  brawler/'  but  a  man  of  foft  words  and  hard 
jirguRients.  ^^  Not  covetous/'  for  a  man  cannot  ferve 
God  and  Mammon  ;  a  covetous  man,  cannot  be  givein 
to  hofpitality ;  cbvetoufnefe  is  the  root  which  will 
te^r  eviery  evil  plant,. and  is  fo  contrary  to  the  tem- 
per of  his  benevolent  Mailer,  that  it  is  utterly  unfit 
ibr  the  cbarafter  of  a  Chriftian  Bifhop.  ^'  One  that  ' 
ruleth  well  his  own  houfe,  having  bis  children  in  fub^- 
jc^on  with  all  gravity  /'  for  if  a  man  kno^  not  bow 
fo  rule  his  own  houfe,  how  (hall  he  take  care  of  the 
church  of  God  ?  "  Not  a  novice,"  not  a  young  con^ 
vert,  left  being  lifted  up  of  pride,  he  fall  into  the 
condemnation  of  the  devil,"  into  the  fame  condem-* 
sation  as  Satan,  having  a  ftmilar  fentence  palled 
upon  him  for  a  fimilar  crime  :  *-  Moreover,  he  muft 
have  a  good  report  of  them  which  are  without,  left 
he  fall  into  reproach  and  the  fnare  of  the  Devil.*- 
JIappy  would  it  be  for  mankkid  had  the  church  of 
God  many  evan^lical  paftors  ;  men  of  this  charac- 
ter, primitive  preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  of  fimplicitj 
of  manners  and  purity  of  intention,  they  would, 
indeed,  be  a  bleffing  tp  their  flock,  to  their  neigh- 
bourhood, and  wherever  the  good  providence  of  God 
might  caft  their  lot ;  men  that  could  fay  like  Paul^ 
Vol.  L  G  g  that 
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that  in  all  things,  they  had  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
cohfcience,  that  their  ways  pleafed  God  ;  men  who 
in  all  things  approved  themfelves  to  be  Miniftcrs  of 
God,  not  by  power  or.  wealth,  or  prieftly  veftments, 
but  by  ^^  being  able  to  teach,  patient,  in  meekneifs 
inftnidling  thofe  who  oppofe  the  truth,"  by  life  and 
dodrine  manifefting  the  power  and  purity  of  the 
words  they  deliver. 

.  Such  men  as  thefe  have  minifterial  work  to  per- 
form; it  is  in  general  twofold,  ift.  Preaching  the 
word  of  God.  2dly.  Governing  the  congregation 
under  them  according  to  the  laws  of  Chrift.  Sonic^ 
perhaps,  wbiild  add  a  third.  Being  Ambafladors  fent 
from  Chrift  to  the  children  of  men,  but  fuch  would 
be  puzzled  from  Scripture  to  find  any  right  to  fuch 
a  title ;  the  Apoftles  were  Ambaflfadors,  the  word  of 
reconciliation  was  by  Chrift  committed  unto  them ; 
they  have  left  it  upon  record  for  us,  and  it  is  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  a  Chriftiari  Minifterto  expound  and  enforce 
it,  not  to  deliver  any  new  law  of  his  own,  but 
to  expound  that  which  Chrift  has  left  in  his  word  : 
and  his  congregation  are  to  examine  if  he  fpeak  ac- 
' cording  to  that  word.  For  this  purpbfe  John  fays, 
*^  Beloved,  believe. not  every  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits 
whether  they  are  of  God,  becaufe  many  fajfe  prophets 
are  gone  out  into  the  world."  They  are  to  exhort  him 
^^  to  take  heed  to  his  miniftry."  In  his  office  the 
Minifter  has  not  any  worldly  authority,  but  his  w^ord 
is  cloathed  with  authority,  under  the  fcal  pf  lym  that 

fcat 
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l^iit  him ;  it  is  fpdken  in  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  is  fliarp 
and  powferfal/to  the  fearching  and  penetrating  into  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart ;  it  convinces  and 
converts  the  finner  from  the  ttrbv  of  his  ways,  and 
eftablifheth  the  Saitit  in  his  mod  holy  faith.  Thfe 
Minifter  of  Chrift  is  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  the  Re- 
llorcr,  to  proclaim  mercy  to  the  guilty,  and  ttt  en*- 
treat  theni  to  accept  of  it,  and  to  be  reconciled  td 
God.  He  is  alfo  t6  threaten  the  impenitent  finner 
with  the  fevere  judgments  of  God,  that  will  inevi- 
tably fall  upon  thofe  who  will  obftinately  perfift  in 
their  guilt,  and  to  exhort  them  to  come  unto  Chrift> 
and  efcape  the  wrath  to  come.  But  the  Apoftles  do 
not  appear  to  make  much  ufe  of  the  threatenings  of 
God  :  knovVing  the  feverity  of  them,  they  addrefled 
the  human  heart  on  the  ground  of  love,  demonftrat- 
ing  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  his  wilHngnefs  to 
reftore  them,  and  exhorting  tranfgreflbrs  by  the  love 
of  God,  for  a  guilty  world  manifefted  in  the  gift  of 
his  Son,  to  flee  from  their  trdnfgreflions; 

2.  The  Minifter  of  Chrift  has  likewife  to  rule  thci 
ctiutch,  not  that  any  Minifter  has  a  right  to  makeJ . 
Thirty-nine  Articles  that  bis  congregation  muft  be- 
lieve, Jefiis  is  the  Mafter  !  The  Minifter  is  to  make 
knov/n  his  will,  and  to  inftru(5l  the  Church,  that  they 
tnay  ihark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digeft  the  word.  Yet 
laws  are  .fteceflary,  every  focicty  muft  haye  brder, 
Otherwife  the  mafter  and  the  fervant,  the  child  and 
hiff  parent,  ^e  governor  and  the  governed,  would  be 

G  g  2  all 
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^1  equal.  What  cpnfufipn  would  arife !  What  per- 
pjexity  in  the  underftanding  !  What  difcord  in  the 
fopi(*y !  What  unhappinefs,  what  mifery  would  there 
be!  Every  fpciety  muft  have  order,  and  laws  are  na 
more  than  the  inftruments  by  which  it  is  obtained. 
Every  church  of  Chrift^  which  is  no  naore  than  an 
Aflembly  of  faithful  men,  ineeting  together  to  work 
out  th<nr  falvation,  muii  have  order :  therefore,  every 
thing,  ipuft  in  it  be  performed  with  regularity  and 
decency^  uprightly^  according  to  the  laws  which 
Oirift  has  laid  down,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian 
^fiifter  to  know  thofe  laws,  and  to  enforce  them. 

To  fum  up:  the  whole  in  a  few  words,  there  is  no 
Chriftian  priefthood,  but  there  is  the  office  ©f  a  Mi- 
tiAer  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  which  office  is  highly 
prpfttable  to  mankind,  and  honourable  to  that  man. 
that  faithfully  performs  its  duties.  T. 


EXPERIENCE  jiND  DEATH 

OF 

GEORGE  NEEVE. 

His  walk  fo  fleady,  and  his  hope  lb  high. 
He  neither  blufh'd  to  live,  nor  fear'd  to  die. 

'^  i^l^HE  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  and 

JL    (harper  than  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing 

even  to  the  dividing  afundcr  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of 

the  joints  and  marrow,   and  is  a  difcerner  of  .tba 

thoughts 
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Noughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.**  Whenever  a^ 
^nner  is  born  to  God,  he  experiences  the  power  o^' 
thefe  words,  and  thereby  commences  an  acquaintance 
with  divine  truth,  which  he  never  had  before,  and 
which  none  but  a  renewed  man  can  have.  And  whe-^*^ 
ther  the  man  have  been  moral,  or  immoral,  in  his 
paft  life,  ftill  nothing  (hort  of  the  power  of  God  i» 
his  word,  is  able  to  renew  him.  • 

George  Neeve,  of  Crowburfl:,  in  Suflex,  wais  bortr 
of  reputable  parents,  from  whom  he  received  a  moraP 
^ucationy  from  which  he  never  departed.  His  lia  > , 
tural  temper  was-mild  and  engaging,  and  his  whole? 
•condudl  was  decent  and  pieafing.  Like  many  others 
in  his  cafe^  he  drew  a  contraft  betwixt  hhnfdf  and 
more  immoral  perfons,  much  to  his  own  advantage; 
As  yet  he  knew  nothing  of  the  evil  of  fin,  nor  did  he 
know  any  thing  of  the  riches  of  grace,  by  which  i 
linner  is  faved.  In  general,  he  was  contented  with 
the  ilate  of  his  foul,  thinking  of  himfelf,  aecoi'diug 
to  the  common  faying,  ''  If  lani  not  faved,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  ihoufindsr  He  had  been  ufed  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  his  father's  family,  to  be 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  public  worfhip  in  the^ 
parifh  church,  and  would  occafionally  fdljow  a  Mi- 
nifter  who  was  called  a  better  churchman  than  feme 
others,  to  a  neighbouring  church.  But,  notwith- 
'ftknding  the  general  quietnefs  of  his  mind  upcih  the 
^fulged  of  religion,  he  could  not  help  trembling  at 
'the  thoughts  of  death  and  judgment.  A  fecrct  cori- 
'    •  Gg  3  vidlion 
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viflion  that  all  was  not  right,  in  his  heart  would  give 
him  pain.  I  believe  that  every  one,  however  moral 
be  may  be,  has  fuch  inward  convidtions,  which  arc 
the  workings  of  the  fpirit  of  God  leading  the  foul  to 
that  acquaintance  with  Jeius  Chrift,  and  him  cruci- 
^ed,  which  is  a  peceflary  preparation  for  a  place  iatbe 
kingdom  of  God.  When  he  was  about  17  years  of 
age,  he  firft  came  to  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe  at 
Battle ;  his  mother  taking  him  with  her,  I  believe 
pn  fome  funeral  occaiioq,  it  being  the  firft  time  of 
Jier  attendance.  The  word  did  not  appear  to  hay? 
made  any  particular  impreflion  upQU  his  mind  ;  but 
}t  feems  that  he  received  it  as  the  good  feed  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  which  in  due.  time  brotight  for^h 
much  fruit.  He  heard  at  that  time  foiriething  about 
the  juftification  q(  a  foul  by  faith  .  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
which  abode  with  him.  He,  occafionally  came  9gain, 
^nd  hearing  more  upon  that  fubjc^,  be .  found  that 
he  was  unacquainted  with  the  way  of  falvation,  for 
while  the  Scripture  taught  but  qne  way  of  juftifica- 
.  tion  for  ^11  inen,  pamely,  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus;  h? 
jiad  been  fe^king  for  acceptance  with  God  by  hjs 
;Pwn  works*  This  gaye  him  much  concerp,  and  le4 
him  to  diligent  fearching  of  the  Scriptiirq  and  fervent 
prater.  During  this  e^ercife  farther  light  broke  ip 
upon  his  mind.  He  faw,  that  n^twithflanding  his 
decent  and  moral  behaviour,  be  was  a  ftranger  to  a 
change  qf  heart,  that  he  had  no  inward  holinefs,  no 
genuine  love  to  God,  no  fitnefs  for  Jleqyen.    This 

gave 
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^ve' him  great  anxiety  of  mind.  Biit  though  hiS; 
feelings  were  deep,  they  were  not  violent/ owing^^ 
probably^  to  the  natural  placidity  of  his  mind.  He 
liow  attended  the  public  preaching  of  the  word 'con- 
ftantly,  which  was  gt'eatly  blefled  to  him«  He  began 
to  fee  the  greatnefs  and  grace  of  the  promifes,  and 
by  faith  to  experience  their  power  up^on  his.  heart. 
His  fears  were  removed,  and  peace  took  place  oC 
guilt,  and  he  krtew  what  it  was  to  have  joy  in  th*<^ 
Holy  Ghoft  in  believing.  And  he  experienc(*d  that 
his  confcience  was  clcanfed  from  ^^J  works  to  ferv^ 
the  living  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

He  had  fome  tim<e  pail  been  convinced  that  baptifmt 
in  water,  upon  a  profeffion  of  faith,  Was  an  ordinance 
of  Cbrift ;  but  fo  open  and  ferious  a  profeffion  of 
Chrilt  feemed  to  him  a  very  weighty  thing.  Afte^ 
much  fearching  of  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer,  he  W4f 
publicly  baptifed  at  the  raeetirtg-houfe  at  Battl^; 
?ivith  feveral  other  pcrfons  -  andj  like  the  eunuch:  of 
old,  he  went  his  way  rejoicing.  It  was  pleaftng  to  fee 
the  incre^ljng  knowledge,  holinefs,  arid  love,  which 
were  difcoycred  both  in  him  and  feveral  other  youfig 
f)crfons,  in  the  church  at  Battle  at  that  time.  Tb^ 
jtrtily  edified  each  other  in  love,  and  their  humility 
waa  equal  to  their  knowledge  amd  zeal.  Thepriir 
dent  warmth  of  their  profeflion  was  a  blcflinig  to  thjc 
whole  church.  At  the  fame  time  they  di<:l  not  think 
more  highly  of  themfelves  than  they  ought  to  thipl^ 
^ut  were  fober  minded,  not  given  to  a  ccnfqripu^ 
-:   ^  G  g  4  fpi^i^j 
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i|)irit>  6r  troubling  thcrtiftlv^  iti  an  undue  \vtty  ^bdWt 
Other  members  of  the  church  who  were  lefs^z^dm 
^an  thcmfelVe^.  The  happy  confe^ucnce  was>  tb^t 
the  church  in  general  received  a  benefit,  and  caught 
a  generous  warmth  of  heart,  which  ftirred  them  up 
<o  a  clofer  walk  with  God. 

FVom  this  time  George  went  on  with  thefttodinefe 
Af  an  a^'ed  Chriftian,  his  temper  being  generally  fe-* 
fiousi  aud  his  cOnverfttion  heavenly.  He  Was  ^n 
teample  to  dder  Chriftians  in  the  difcharge  of  per- 
fcnal  and  relative  duties.  As  love  was  the  prevailing 
temper  of  his  mind,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  receiv- 
jfig  the  Univerfal  Dodlrine,  which  he  r^ry  cordially 
Aid ;  a^  aHb  did  his  mother  and  brother  William,  wh6 
had  both  of  them  joined  the  chnrfch.  lie  Was  per- 
suaded there  w^as  a  fufficiency  in  Chrift  for  all,  and 
that  the  divine  intention  of  mercy  related  to  all ;  and 
lite  likewife  knew;  that  with  God  there  is  no  variabfe- 
Jjeft,  nor  fhadoW  of  taming.  By  thefe  firil  principled 
'  hd  Was  encouraged  to  go  on  and  fcarch  the  wohl,  the 
refult  of  which  was^  a  c6nvi(^ion  that  i^  the  dijpeitfa- 
"fidh  of  the  fuhefe  of  iiffres  God  woM  gather  together  th 
iMe,  all-  things  in  ChriflJefus^  whether  they  be  thi^s 
in  heaven^  or  things  oft  earthl^  The  reception  of  thiS 
^eit  truth  rfenewed  his  love  both  to  God  and  mark, 
%nd  proved  a  powefrful  refrefliment  to  his  foul ;  ^ 
having  found  rhetcy  himfelf,  ^nd  lived  in  the  fw^6t 
cAjbymeutof  iti  '^le  had  a  remarfcaHe  tendernefs  and 
eompaflion:  of  fpirittbwards^  th6  whole  human  race; 

for 
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fer  he  had  been  taught  of  God  to  abound  in  love  to- 
ward the  feints,  afid  towards  all  men :  he  therefore 
entered  more  deeply  into  the  fpirit  of  love  than  moft 
Chriftians.  He  long  appeared  as  ripe  for  the  king^ 
dom  of  God,  but,  from  his  appearance,  he  might  have 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  being  remarkably  blooming 
find  healthy.  His  conftitution  had  never  been  injur-- 
ed  by  any  vice ;  and  probably  his  cmployfiient,  (that 
<>{  a  farmer)  is  one  of  the  moft  hdalthy  in  the  workL 
But  it  was  the  good  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  t# 
take  him  out  of  life  by  an  awfol  accident,  which  ydt 
.  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  Ihew  ^  how  a  Cirif- 
tian  can  die.'  He  was  employed  to  fetch  bricks  witfc 
4ris  father's  team  and  waggon,  for  fome  repairs  to  thfe 
houfe,  when,  coming  down  a  narrow  lane  not  ^  milfc 
Irom  his  father's,  he  fell  before  the  wi^ggon.  Aph- 
^rehending  his  danger  juft  before  he  fell,  he  fpckk 
Iharp  to  the  horfes,  which  was  very  umifual  f6r  him*; 
and  although  he  bade  the  horfeS  flop,  yet  the  <juk;k^ 
Tiefs  of  his  voice  frightened  them,  and  they  raft  ^way,* 
the  waggon  going  over  the  lower  part  of  hig  b6dy.-^ 
A  boy  who  was  with  him  gave  the  sdarm,  and  b^fiwie 
lie  could  be  removed  federal  women  in  the  fteigb- 
Iwurhood  ran  out  to  his  affiftance,  the  men  ift  ge- 
neral being  in  the  harveft  fields.  He  was  itorftedi* 
ately  fenfible  that  he  had  received  a  mortM  hurt,  aft<l 
began,  with  the  greateft  affeftioa,  to  eRhort  lihem 
all  to  prepare  for  death ;  exprefltng-in  a  Rvdy  ilfian* 
Her  hkt  own  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift  Jefus.    As  be 

laid 


Digitized  by  VjQOQIC 


ft86  THIS:  UNIVB|iSALfST*8  J»ISC«I*LANT. 

]aid  ibmc  time  before  he  couM  be  taken  away,  b^ 
continued  talking  with j  or  rather  [breaching  to,  all 
ground  him.  Though  in  great  agony  of  pain  he  uttered 
J10  complaints  or  raunnursj  but  fpoke  in  the  moft 
con(yitary  way  to  his  parents  and  friends.  He  had  a 
tender  conne6lion  with  a  pious  young  woman  bc- 
Jpoging  to  the  church,  .to  whom  he  was  foon  to  have 
|>cen  married.  It  was  a  very  heavy  ftroke  to  ho*.; 
)>xxt  he  endeavoured  to  fortify  her  mifid  with  every 
iacred  and  divine  conlideration.  The  accident  hajv- 
pened  on  Monday,  Auguft  15,  17 96,  and  he  lan- 
.giiifhed  till  Thurfday  following,  when  he  fell  afleep 
in  Jefus,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  inter- 
red on  the  Lord's  day  following,  in  the  hurrying 
-ground  of  the  Univerfal  church  at  Battle.  A  very 
^rcat  congregation  of  fympathizing  friends  and  neigh- 
bours were  prefent  at  the  funeral,  and  a  difcourfe 
:waB  delivered,  with  much  folemnity,  by  Mr,  Thruf- 
:iy,  from  Pfal.  65.  5.  It  is  hoped  that  the  death  of 
this  young  man  was  a  blefling  to  many.  May  many 
.who  know  the  circumflance  improve  it.  I  efteem 
.Jiim  Oneof  thofe  who  will  be  my  crown  of  rejoicii^ 
in  the  day  of  Chrift.  My  warmeft  prayers  attend  the 
.refpe^U^  family  of  which  he  was  a  member.  May 
.their  fouls  be  pumbered  with  his,  when  the  Lord 
;Jefus  cometht 

i      Xarlyy  bright,  trahCcnt,  chaftc,  as  morning  dcw> 
^     ^e  f^orkltidi  was  exha)ed|  and  went  to  heaven. 

W.  V; 

1.    '  TQ 
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TO  THE   BDITOR,  • 

EXTRACT  FROM  EUSEBIUS. 

THE  following  I  believe  to  be  the  firft  perfe- 
cuting  law  that  was  ever  made  by  a  Ghriftian 
-prince.     Happy  for  mankind  if  it  had  been  the  lafr. 

The  Emperor  ConftanUne  the  Great ^  Augtijtus^  to 
the  Heretics. 

"  Know  by  this  law,.0  yc  Novatians,  Valentinian?, 
Marcionites,Paulians,  andCataphrygians,  who  allx>fyou 
make  up  your  herefies,  for  your  particular  congrega- 
tions ;  in  what  lies  is  your  folly,  involved,  and  with 
what  deadly  poifon  do  your  dodrines  abound ;  ip 
that  the  healthy  are  made  fide,  and  the  living  arc 
brought  to  everlafting  deaths  by  your  means;  0,yc 
jsnemies  of  truth,  adverfaries  of  life^  and  counfellors 
_pf  deftru6lion,  every  thing  with  you  is  hofiHe  to  truths 
find  congenial  to  the  mojl  ahominahle  wickednefsy  being 
full  of  ahfurdity  andfi6ti<m^  hy  which  you  fabricate  your 
lies:  Wherefore  we  declare,  by  this  law,  that  noqe 
pf  yoij  prefume  to  hold  any  public  aljemblies  for  the 
fatwrc ;  we  have  therefore  given  orders  to  deuu>li^ 
;all  the  places  in  which  you  hold  your  meetings.  Wc 
forbid  fuch  aflemblies  of  fuperflitious.madnefs  to  be 
beld,  not  only  in  ^  public  place^  but  even  in  ^  ^- 
yate  boufe/* 

This 
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This  is  a  curious  fpecimen  of  intolerance^  and 
will  afford  room  for  a  few  qucftions  and  remarks ;  as 
firft,  Where  did  Conftantine  get  the  fpirit  which  ap- 
pears in  this  edid  }     He  profdlhd  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  regard  for  Chriftianity.    Doth  Chriftianity  breathe 
tiic  fame  fpirit  with  this  edidl  ?     Its  di^tinc  foCiiklA* 
faid.  He  came  not  to  dcftroy  men's  lives ;  but  to  fave 
Ibem.    Secondly,   Is  it  probable  that  Cc«iftantine 
l^new  the  meaning  of  thefe  hard  names,  which  arc 
beftowed  upon  thefe  fuppofed  heretics?     Thirdly, 
Did  Conftantine  fancy  himfclf  to  be  the  guardian  and 
icorlfervator  of  divine  truth  upon  earth  ?     And  if  fo, 
-'Who  gave  him  that  idea?     Jefus  Chrlft  faid.  My 
""Idrigdom  is  not  of  this  world.     Fouthly,  For  wh^ 
reafon  do  almoft  att  eccleliaftical  writers  dwell  fo 
Ifnuch  upon  the  peace  arid  glory  of  the  church  In  the 
reign  of  Conftantifne  ?    Was  it  glorious  in  the  church 
*tb  jierfectite  thouiands  6f  harmlefs  men,  and  to  de- 
^ftroy  then-  places  of  worfhip,  becaufe  their  fpecuMr 
tidns  differed  from  thofe  of  that  party  which  the  ^• 
f  trial  convert  had  joined  ?    Fifthly,  ]Por  what  reaioh 
have  moU  expofitors  of  the  Revelations  of  John  call- 
*«d  Conftantine  the  man  child,  mentioned  in  Chap. 
*3cii.  V.  5.  who  is  faid  to  be  caught  iip  to  God,  and 
'i(3  bis  throne  ?    Was  the  Roman  throne  the  throne 
'lOf  God  ?    Biflitop  Newton  fays  it  was ;  and  the  rea- 
iofi  which  he  brings  to  prove  it,  will  alio  prove  tfie 
l&one  of  Nero  to  be  the  throne  of  God.    The  inteJ- 
'  J|g^nt  ftudent  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  will  probably 

conne<5t 
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conneft  all  thefe  queftions  with  the  art  of  frieft crafty 
as  th«  proper  method  of  folution. 

Let  us  alfo  nxake  a  Few  ren^rks.  In  cwder  tp  qjn- 
found  a  heretic,  it  i$  not  neceflary  that  we  ihouM  un- 
dprftand  his  viewp,  or  his  religious  |M-a(9:ice.  We 
have  only  to  call  him  hard  tjames,  tell  him  he  lies, 
iay  that  he  is  guilty  of  all  manner  Qf  wickedoefs;  and 
if  he  attempt  to  reafon,  boldly  promwince  that  all  b^ 
lays  is  abfurdity  and  nonfenfe;  aflame  to  oiur- 
rfelves  the  whole  knowledge  a»d  pofleiHoa  of 
truth ;  afliire  every  body  that  heretips  are  curfcd  now, 
and  will  be  daroaed  hereafter ;  ^nd  when  we  \m^ 
got  the  popular  clamour  and  civil  power  on  our  t\^t 
then  g^  on  to  murder  them,  if  they  will  apt  be  con- 
verted, ill  the  great  names  of  God  ©nd  Ca^far,  Jft 
^s  imnner  certain  men  began  in  the  time  of  Con- 
ftaatine,  and,  unhappily,  they  Ji^ye  had  fijceeflbrs 
in  every  age  finee.  The  fenie  fpirit  ftill  rem^np; 
but  the  fuccefs  of  the  pra6lice,  much  to  the  honwr 
ofthcprefent  day,  is  oonfiderably  abated. 
-  In  oppofition  to  the  above,  there,  is  a  method  oi 
propagating  and  defeediog  truth  recorded,  2  |Cor* 
vi.  ^*  /^'By  purenefs,  by  knowjledge,  by  long  fuffei- 
togj  by  Ttindneft,  by  the  Holy  Qho^,  by  love  un- 
feigned, by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God, 
by  thejarmour  of  righteoufn^fs  iq»  the  right  hand  und 
Ottjffieaeft;*  .  .  ' 
'.     ;  :'  . ;  .' .  /^  Hm,  Sir,  your's,     . . 

;:'..:- Ja  to 
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.     TURKISH  PRIDE  AND  BLASPHEMY. 

A&  a  fpecimen  of  the  imperious  and  afluming' 
.  ftyle  ufed  by  the  Sultans,  we  fubjoin  a  cartel: 
equally  infolent  and  extravagant,  fent  by  Soliman  L 
to  the  Emperor  Maximilian. II.  * 

**  By  the  conhivance  of  the  grace  of  God  in  hea- 
ven, we,  Soliman,  god  on  earth,  great  and  fublime 
Emj^rbr  of  all  the  world,  l6rd,  mafter,  and  difpofer  of 
all  the  followers  of  Chrift ;  we  fend  and  declare  unto 
thee,  Maximilian,  indignation,  misfortune,  and  inw 
fidelity  to  thee  and  thy  princes,  fubje<5ls,  arid  adhe-^ 
tents. 

*^  We,  moreover,  give  thee  to  know,  that  we,  by 
the  fufferance  of  the  Great  God,  ftyled  on  earth  the 
perpetual  and  univerfal  God,  moft  mighty  Enfipefor; 
Soldan  of  Babylon,  Lord  of  Armenia,  the  mightieft 
in  Perfepolit  and  Numidia,  the  great  auxiliary  of 
God,  Prince  in  Bafrbary,  evdn  to  the;  moiintahis  of 
Achaia;  King  of  Kings,  from  the  meridian  to  ther 
poles,  from  the  rififtg  of  the  fun  to  the  fetting  there- 
of, the  firft  and  chief  placed  in  the  paradife  of  Ma- 
homet, the  fdourge  of  Cbriftendom  and  Chriftiam, 
kee4)fer  and  defender  of  thfe  fepulchre  of  tliy'  God 
ciiieified,  the  only  vi6lori^  and  triumphant  Lord 
of  all-the  worid,  and  of  all  circuits  and  provirices 
thereof:  thgu,  Maximilian,  who  ftyleft  thyfelf  Kijag 
of  our  kingdom  rof  Hungary,  we  'will  vifit  thee 
for  that  caufe,  and  make  thee  accjuainted  with  our 
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ftrength  of  thirteen  kingdoms,  collected  into  ^ne 
hundred  thoufend  horle  and  foot,,  prepared  for  wiar^ 
with  all  the  power  of  Turkifli  munition,  fpch  aS'thba 
nor  any  of  thy  fervants  have  feen,  heard,  or  Had 
knowledge  of,  and  this  even  before  thy  chief  city  of 
Vienna.  '.  / 

^^  We,  iSoIiman,  God  on  earth,  in  defiance.of  thee, 
thy  adherents  and  abettors,  do,  with  our  warlike 
ftrength,  pronounce  and  intend  thine  and  their  utter 
defixiwSion  and  depopulation  by  every  means  we^aa 
devife.  And  this  we  iignify  to  thee,  that  thou  and 
thy  miferable  people  TUay  preparfi  for  death  or  ruin. 
With  us  it  is  determined,  by  the  hands  of  our  jani- 
zaries, to  ravage  and  fpoil  thee,  and  all  thy  German 
kingdoms  and  provinces.  This  mif^y  we  have  de- 
nounced agalnft  thee  and  thy  Princes.  Have  no 
doubt  but  we  will  come. 

"  Dated  in  the  year  of  our  reign  forty-ftven,  in 
the  city  of  Conftantinople,  from  which  we  did  expel 
thy  predeceflprs,  their  wives,  children  and  friend^s^ 
and  made  themuraiiferablc  flaves  and  captives." 

All  thefe  tumid  menaces,  however,  evaporated  in  . 
fmoke.  Soliman,  it  is  true,  made  vaft  preparatioa-=i 
to  iavade  Hungary  with  a  powerful  army^  and  actually  ^ 
invefted  the  city  of  Sigcth^'^n  the  frontiers  of  Sola- 
vonia,  which  was^  defende^^by  Count  Serini,  at  the 
head  of  a  numefous  garrifon.  But  Splinign  died  of 
a  malignant  fever  before  the  place  pould  be;  reduced. 

.     The. 
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Tbe  above  blafphpmoua  fsfFufion  is  extraAed  ftom 
Thevenpf  8  Travels,  While  I  read  it,  I  contcmplat- 
(ed  with  pecuU^  pleafure  that  gloriow  gcripture 
which  %s.  That  every  knee  (hall  bow,  and  w<?rf 
tQngqe  confeft,  that  Jefus  is  LQrd^  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father.  Then  the  ftubborn  knee  of  this 
^Ughty  Tuit  (hall  bow,  and  his  proud  blaiphemous 
tongue  fl»U  cpnfefs  the  name  of  Jefus, 


POETRY. 

On  the  Death  of  Ei-hakan  Winchester* 

HAIL,  happy  fpirit  'mongft  the  bleft ! 
Thy  pains  and  forrows  now  are  o'er^ 
Thy  weary  a(hes  peaceful  reft, 
^  Thy  foul  has  re^ch'd  th'  eternal  fliore  j 
No  jarring  doSrines  there  combine 

To  break  all  fopial  harmony, 
Bot  holy  bonds  of  friendfliip  join, 
The  Saviour^s  firft-bom  fons  to  thee. 

Tfey  tri;ir$  o*er,  they  gladlyl  meet. 

Free  from  all  parties  jealous  ftrjfe. 
Thee  Wincheflcr  with  joy  to  greet  j 

Unto  tbe^realms  of  endlefe  life; 
With  fellow  faints  wJiofe  fervid  zeal. 

Outran  the  precepts  of  their  Ix)rd,      ^ 
They  hew  for  their  paft  folly  feel. 

And  gladly  thy  meek  love  record. 


Ther& 
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There,  too,  my  Lord  his  fervant  owns, 
Approves  thy  meeknefs,  faith,  and  lore,^ 

And  gives  a  throne  amongft  thofe  fons,  t 

That  ihall  not  from  his  courts  remove. 

Bleft  with  increafing  eloquence, 

Tho6  fhajt  the  Saints  triumphant  join, 

Revealed  wifdom  to  difpenfe, 

And  teach  mankind  a  love  like  thine.  T, 


A  Tribute  of  Refpe^  to  the  Memwy  of  the  late  Reverend 
E.  Winchester. 

WHAT  fudden  news  convey'd  from  yonder  land*. 
That  Winchefter  is  dead — departed  hence ! 
My  foul  in  folemn  meditation  ftand. 
Contemplate  joys  unknown  to  feeble  fenfe, 
But  which  our  God  hath  in  his  word  rcveai'd, 
And  by  the  Spirit  (to  believers  giv'n. 
Prepared  for  glory,  fan6tify*d  and  feal'd. 
The  pledge  and  earneft  of  their  future  Heav'n). 
Metbinks  I  fee  commifSon'd  Angels  come 
Down  from  the  ihining  realms  of  blifs  above. 
To  bear  our  friend  unto  his  wifli'd  for  home. 
To  view  iti  extafy  the  fruits  gf  love. 
Jehovah^s  love,  'twas  his  moft  darling  theme, 
To  publifh  here  below  to  ilnful  man, 
Cleiu-ly  perceiviitg  in  the  Gofpel  fchemc, 
That  all  through  Chriid  fhould  be  reftor'd  again. 
As  "  a  true  witnefs  that  dclivereth  fouls," 
He  yet  the  threat^nings  urg'd  with  pointed  force, 
(Contained  in  Scripture)  and  T^ith  frequent  calls 

*  America. 
Vol.  I.  Hh 
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To  thofc  perfifting  in  an  evil  courfe ; 
In  what  endearing  terms  he  would  perfuade  . 
Chrifiians  in  holinefs  to  perfevere, 
That  Kings  and  Priefts  to  God  they  might  be  made,   . 
And  bicft  in  the  firft  refurredtion  (hare. 
But  now  no  more  on  earth  his  voice  we  hear, 
England,  America,  lament  your  lofs. 
And  in  remembrance  of  him  drop  a  tear,  / 
Who  preach'd  to  you  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs. 
Yet  forrow  not  as  thofe  who  no  hope  have, 
3n  feith  expeft  to  fee  hi$  face  again, 
Death  fliall  not  long  detain  him  in  the  grave, 
When  once  the  Saviour  comes  with  Saints  to  reign. 
Till  then  dear  man  adieu,  in  Jefus  reft, 
From  whom  thou  haft  obtain'd  a  great  reward. 
Now  join  the  fongs  and  triumph  of  the  bleft. 
And  be  for  ever  happy  with  the  Lord.  T,  C.  A. 

Chatham^  June  12,  1797. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Unlver/alijF 5  Mtfcellany. 

SIR, 

I  HOPE  your  good  fenfe  will  excufe  the  fyco- 
phantry  of  Rev.  Sir — Holy  and  Reverend  is  God's  name,  and* 
I  never  give  it  man. 

If  the  following  lines  are  worth  an  infertion  in  your  Maga- 
zine, they  are  at  your  fervice. 

A  LOOK  BEYOND  THE  GRAVE. 

HERE  when  we've  dropt  this  mortal  clay. 
To  moulder  with  our  mother  earth, 
The  foul  vvith  joy  fhall  waft  away. 
To  tcU  'more  fweet  a  Saviour's  worth. 
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Then  in  more  high  exalted  ftraini,  ••  ^  -     '  * 

We'll  anthom  forth  his  facred  praifei 
RedeemM  from  death  and  all  itb  piin^f  ^ 

Grace  fhall  infpire  our  nobler  laysi 

Here,  O  how  faint  are  all  our  powers. 
How  dull  on  heavenly  things  we  mute,  » 

As  tho'  'twas  no  concern  of  ours. 
And  we  had  nothing  here  to  lof«. 

But  could  we  re^ch  from  Pole  to  Pole, 
And  grafp  Peru  and  Mexicp, 
Speak  eafe  and  plenty  to  the  foul. 
The  foul  this  night  from  all  might  gp.  ' 

Tenants  at  will  we  here  remain^ 
Mortals  around  us  this  declare, 
And  when  grim  death  (hall  call  agait;^^ 
Our  houfe,  his  rigour  may  not  fpate. 

But  O !  amidft  our  mis'ry  her^   - 
To  have  affeftions  fixt  above, 
Would  take  away  the  fting  of  fear, 
And  make  us  happy  when  we  move. 

There  dwells  a  reconciled  Gody  ' 

A  Saviour  with  his  open  arms. 
And  the  'good  Spirit  of  his  love 
Unfolds  their  bleft  eternal  charms.  . 


There  pleafures  reign  without  alloj^, 
Pofleffion  too  is  quite  fecure, 
A  treafure  no  one  can  deftroy, 
lyill  through  ctemfty  endure. 


S?e 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


\      not  tnriTSMALisys  kiscsliavt. 

See  the  Taft  myriadi  cpund  the  Uirone, 
Who  once  in  dr^  rebellion  roll'd» 
Thrice  happy  pow  they  are  to  own» 
The  grace  of  Go4^  on  harps  of  gold. 

The  filthy  rag^  the  fiains  of  fin, 
Difgrace  their  perfoos  now  no  more. 
The  blood  of  Chrift  bath  wafli'd  them  clean. 
And  they  his  grace  .and  ^im  adore. 

Gabr'el  and  Michael  tune  their  lyte^ 
Uriel  alid  Raphael  nobly  jdn. 
Cherubs  and  Seraphs  aid  the  choh-, 
And  in  fweet  harmony  comlune. 

But  they  can't  touch  redemption's  ftring. 
Sinners  alone  can  ikilfal  play, 
Scsigs  of  falyatipQ  tbey  will  fing, 
To  Him  who  ws^'d  their  fins  away. 

O  blefled  truth  (—Shall  I  be  there 
Farticipat^g  heavenly  blils  ? 
Then  furely  no  one  need  defpair. 
So  full  and  free  God's  mercy  is. 

Worthy  the  Lamb  w,ho  died  to  ftvc 

The  loft,  for  fuch  indeed  were  we. 

He  therefore  (hall  the  gloty  have, 

Now  and  to  all  eternity.  W.  H* 
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NATURAL    HISTORY. 

[^Continued  from  Page  205.] 

WE  have  noticed  BufFon  as  a  fyftem  makei^ 
he  is  the  laft  of  that  defcription,  whofe  fan- 
-cies  we  will   mention  for  the  amufement  of  our 
Readers. 

The  earth  and  planets,  he  fuppofes,  may  have  been 
parts  of  t^e  body  of  the  Sun,  and  adhered  to  its  fub- 
ftance.  In  this  fituation,  a  comet  falling  in  upon  that 
great  body,  gave  it  fuch  a  fhock,  that  fome  of  its 
particles  were  driven  off  like  ftreaming  fparkles  from 
a  red  hot  iron;  and  each  of  thefeftreamsof  fire,  fmall 
as  they  were  in  comparifon  of  the  Sun,  were  large 
enough  to  make  an  earth  as  great,  nay,  many  times 
greater  than  ours.  So  that  in  this  manner  the  pla- 
nets, together  with  the  globe  which  we  inhabit,  were 
drivdn  off  from  the  body  of  the  Sun  by  an  impulfive 
force :  in  this  manner  alfo  they  would  continue  to 
recede  from  it. for  ever,  were  they  not  drawn  back  by 
,  Vol.  ir  I  i  its 
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its  fupcrior  power  of  attra6tion  ;  and  thus,  by  the 
combination  of  the  two  motions,  they  are  wheeled 
round  in  circles.  All  this  he  does  not  fay  a£hiaUy  did 
happen,  but  thinks  it  poflible,  if  not  probable.  Being 
in  this  manner  detached  at  a  diflance  from  the  body 
of  the  Sun,  the  planets  from  having  been  at  firft 
globes  of  liquid  fire,  gradually  cooled.  The  earth 
alfo  having  been  impelled  obliquely  forward,  received 
a  rotatory  motion  upon  its  axis  at  the  very  inftant  of 
its  formation,  and  this  motion  being  greateft  at  the 
equator,  the  parts  there  ailing  againft  the  force  of 
gravity,  they  muft  have  fwollen  out,  and  given  the 
earth  an  oblate  or  flatted  figure. 

As  to  its  internal  fubftance,  our  globe  having  once 
belonged  to  the  Sun,  it  continues  to  be  an  uniform 
mafs  of  melted  matter,  very  probably  vitrified  in  its 
primeval  fufion.  But  its  furface  is  very  differently 
compofed.  Having  been  in  the  beginning  heated  to 
a  degree  equal  to,  if  not  greater  than  what  comets 
are  found  to  fuftain  ;  like  them  it  had  an  atmolpherc 
of  vapours  floating  round  it,  and  which  cooling  by  de- 
grees, condenfed  and  fubfided  upon  its  furface. 
Thefe  vapours  formed,  according  to  their  different 
denfitics,  the  earthy  the  water ^  and  the  air\  the  hea- 
vier parts  falling  firft,  and  the  lighter  remaining  itill 
fufpended. 

Thus  have  the  great  philofophers  among  men 
dreamed  and  trifled ;  but  in  oppofition  to  them  all, 
let  us  notice  the  grand  and  fimple  language  of  the 

Jewiih 
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JeWifh  Lawgiver,  wno  afcribes  Creation  to  the  fiat  of 
tlie  Almighty.     In  the  beginning  Ged  created  the 
Heaven  and  the  earth ;  and  the  earth  was  without 
form,  and  void,  and  darknefs  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of 
the  waters.     And  God  faid,  let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light.     It  has  been  fuppofed  that  Mofes 
has  not  defcribed  the  creation  as  a  philofopher ;  but 
we  alk,  what  is  there  in  thefe  words  that  is  contrary 
to  true  philofophy  ?  In  order  to  be  a  philofopher, 
muft  a  man  deny  the  agency  of  Deity  ?  Surely  there 
can  be  no  efFe6l  without  a  caufe  adequate  to  its  pro- 
du6lion }  We  daily  behold  the  creation,  it  is  an.  effect 
the  moft  glorious  and  furprizing  that  we  can  con-' 
ceive  of^  there  is  proportion,-  order,  dignity,  and  gran- 
deur in  it.     Did  it  come  by  blind  chance  ?  By  a  for- 
tuitous conjundlion  of  ♦atoms  ?  Or  did  it  naturally, 
neceflarily,  and  eternally  exift  in  its  prefent  order, 
without  any   beginning  ?    Who  can  believe   thpfe 
things  ?      Do  the   concuflions    of  an    earthquake 
produce  cities,  towns,  and  villages?  Do  men  and 
animals  rife  fpontaneoufly  out  of  the  earth  ?  Do  the 
waters  of  a  flood,  that  violently  carry  away  the  trees 
of  the  forefl,  and  hurry  them  to  the  ocean,  produce 
tall  navies  with  all  their  tackling  ?  And  yet  as  well 
may  all  thefe  things  be  fuppofed,  as  that  the  beauti- 
ful fyftem  of  Nature  arofe,  without  the  intelligence 
of  the  Divine  mind.     Mofes  therefore  fpeaks  as  a 
wife  man,  when  he  iays.  There  was  a  beginning y  and 

I  i  2  that 
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that'Gbd  created  the  Heaven  and  the  earth.     Can 
any  philofdpher  ifay  more  ?  But  let  us  confider  his 
tv^ords  more  clofely.     In  the  beginning  God  created 
the  Heavm,  i.  e.  the  airs  {Shamaitn)  that  is,  the  thick 
grofs  matter  of  the  fieavens,  which  was  afterwards 
fepar^ted  into  its  feveral  parts  of  Jircy  lights  and  air. 
And  the  earth   (Haarets)  that  is,  the  atoms,  out  of 
which  the  earth  was  formed,  by  the  procefs  that  is 
afterwards   mentioned.     And  the  earth,  i.  e.  thofe 
atoms,  were  without  form  ;  that  is,  were  not  yet  re- 
duced to  order ;  and  the  earth  was  void.    The  atoms 
When  colledled  together  had  a  void  or  hollow  fpace 
within   them.      Then  follows  the  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  almighty  Atchiteft  reduced 
thefe  original  atoms  to  order.   When  the  atoms  were 
firft  formed  thefe  was  no  light,  darknefs  was  upon 
the  faces  of  the  deep.     And  the  Jpirit  of  God  moved 
upon  the  faces  of  the  waters.     By  the  fprit  (Ruah) 
is  meant  the  wind,  and  denotes  air  in  motion.     TTiat 
this  is  the  meaning  o(fpirit  in  this  place  is  evident 
from  a  comparifon  of  other  places  where  the  fame 
word  is  ufed.     Ifai.  xl.  7.  The  grafs  withereth,  the 
flower  fadeth,  becaufe  the  fftrit  (Ruah)  of  the  Lord 
Ihriveth  upon  it.     Pfal.  cxlvii.  16.    He  caufeth  his 
wind  {Ruah)  to  blow,  and  the  wa^ters  fl6w.  Job  xxxvii. 
21.  The  wind  {Ruah)  pafifeth  away  and  cleanfetb 
them.   But  what  more  evidently  fliews  that  the  fpirit 
here  means  wind,  is  Gen.  viii.  I.  God  made  a  wind 
{Ruah)  to  pafs  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  afluaged. 

It 
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It  was  by  the  fame  procQfa  by  which  the  earth  was  at 
firfl:  formed  that  it  wras  afterwards  re-formed,  v^hen  it 
had  been  diflplved  by  the  waters  of  the  flood ;  for  it 
is_  faid  that  God  made  a  wind  {Ruah)  the  fpirit,  to 
pafs  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  afluaged     Here, 
certainly,  a  motion  in  the  air  is  meant,  and  as  certainly 
is  to  be  underftood  in  the' former  cafe,  xyhen  we  are 
told,  that   the  fpirit  of  God  moved  lipon  the  face  of 
the  waters ;  that  is,  God  by   his  immediate  power 
caufed  a  motion,  or  raifed  an  agitation,  in  the  fiag-' 
nant  air^  which  encompaffed  the  earth.     And  it  is 
called  his  fpirit^  becaufe  he  alone  did,  and  could, 
produce  fuch  a  motion,  as  is  meant  by  the  word  M^- 
rephet^  moved.     This  word  in  the  original  fignifies  a 
fhivering,  or  tremulous  kind  of  motion,  fuch  as  a  hen 
ufes  when  fhe  expands  her  bddy  and  wings  over  her 
young  ones  ;  and  therefore  the  word  is  expreflive  of^ 
the  vibrating  motion  of  the  air.     This  adlipn  we  are 
told  was  upoji  the  face  of  the  waters,  /.  e,  uppn  the 
furface  of  the  fluid,  turhid,  mafs  of  the  earthy  and  there- 
.  fore  would  have  fuitable  efFe6ls  upon  it,  that  is,  by 
^  furrounding,  and  compreffing  the  outfide,  would  d^^ 
termine  the  earth  to  be  of  a  fpherical,  or  orbicular 
fliape,  as  the  air  upon  any  fluid  body  fufpended  in  it 
at  prefent  determines  it  to  be.    Put  the  adtion  of  the 
fpirit,  or  wind  alone,  could  not  enter  mijch  beyond 
the  furface,  or  caufe  any  confidcrable  alteration  in 
the  infide ;  fome  other  fubtle,  and  more  penetrating 
^ent,  therefore,  than  this  was  requifite  to  form  the 

I  i  3  :     jh^n 
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Jhell  of  the  earthy  or  drive  together  thp  folid  atoms  of 
it.     Accordingly  the  next  thing  we  read  of  was  the 
produ6lion  of  light.      And  God  faid^   Let  there  he 
lights  and  there  was  light.     Here  is  an  agent  pro- 
duced the  moft  fubtle,  as  well  as  powerful  of  any  in 
nature.     Light  pafles  through  the  hardeft  and  clofeft 
of  terreftrial  fubftances,  and  when  its  atoms  are  col- 
levied  in  a  focus,  will  feparate  and  diflblve  the  parts 
of  the  moft  compadl  body.     Thus  then  we  fee  two 
very  powerful  agents,  one  that  operates  principally  by 
preflbre,  the  other  by  penetration  :  and  what  might 
not  fuch  agents  do  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  Cre- 
ator ?  We  need  not  therefore  wonder,  if  we  fhouM 
hear  of  great  and  mighty  events  brought  about  by 
them,  in  a  Ihort  time;  nay,  if  the  earth,  from  a  form - 
lefs,  fluid,  confufed  mafs,  fhould  be  made  within  a 
day  or  two  into  a  folid  habitable  globe.     To  eflfedl 
this,  thefe  agents  are  put  into  commiflion  by  the  fol- 
lowing command.     And  God /aid,  Let  there  he  a  fir- 
mament (expanfion)  in  the  midst  of  the  waters,  and 
let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters.     By  the  Tt^- 
/^rj,  we  are  to  underftand  the  fluid  chaotic  mafs  of 
the  earth,  called  waters  before.     And  2ndly,  The 
reader  will  remember,  that  this  whole  tranfadion  was 
to  be  ufon^  or  in  the  earth  ;  not  in  the  midfl:  of  the 
Heavens^  or  in  the  tf/r,  at  a  vaft  diflance  from  the 
earth,  as  many  commentators  have  imagined.     And 
the  words  plainly  imply,  as  others  in  this  chapter  do, 
a  command  to  natural  agents  to  operate.     Light  had 
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been  fomied,  had  reached,  and  adled  upon  this  globe, 
and  wherever  light  and  fpirit  (or  air  in  motion)  are, 
there  would  of  courfe  be  a  ftruggh  between  them, 
and  this  ftruggle  would  produce  an  expanjton^  and 
this  expanfion  a  divlfton^  and  lb  on. 

The  word  for  firmament,  Raqio^  explains  what  the 
firmament  is ;  it  fignifies,  as  we  fee  in  the  margin  of 
our  Bibles,  expanjion ;  and  the  meaning  is,  let  the 
Tight  and  fpiril  expand,  and  difFiife  themfelves,  and 
let  them  prefs  into  the  mixture  called  waters ;  and 
let  them  a<S  in,  among,  or  between  the  parts  of  it, 
and  drive  ttie  folid  paits  together,  and  thereby  make 
a  feparation  ;  and,  with  the  parts  feparated,  a  divi- 
iioii  or  wall  between  the  waters,  fo  that  one  moiety  of 
the  waters  (liall  lie  on  one  fide  of  this  wall,  and  the 
other  on  the  other  fide.  To  explain  how  this  was 
done,  we  are  told  the  earth  was  created  vo'idy  hollow^ 
empty  within,  or  with  a  large  central  hollow,  called 
the  womb  of  the  earth,  Job  xxxviii.  8.  This  was 
filled  only  with  air,  as  every  hollow  place  in  the  earth 
is  filled  at  prefcnt.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  lighf 
had  reached  this  central,  or  inward  air,  there  would 
inftantly  commence  a  confli6l  between  them  ;  or  a_ 
fl:riiggling  this  way  and  that,  as  from  a  center,  whi:h 
is  obvious  to  any  ordinary  cr.pacity,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
bladder  half  filled  with  air,  when  held  before  the 
fire  (the  light  which  not  even  the  clofefl:  compacted 
fubfl:ance  can  deny  a  pafl[age  to)  iflTues  foith  from  the 
fire,  and  penetrates  the  pores  of  the  bladder,  drives 
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itfelf  in  among  the  grofs  air,  which  mull  force  that: ' 
to  pufh  itfelf  every  way  outward,  and  diftend  the 
fides  of  the  bladder  that  inclofes  it.  Thus  wouldi 
,tl)e  inward  expanfe  (firmament)  or  expanding  air,  ^ 
aft  upwards  every  way,  from  the  center  to  the  cir- 
cumfea-ence  of  the  chaotic  mixture,  while  the  outward 
*  expanfe,  or  the  light  and  fpirit  on  the  outfide  of  this 
globe  would  aft  downwards^  on,  and  through  every 
part  of  it.  By  thefe  two  equal  and  counteradling 
agents,  the  earthy,  or  folid  parts  of  the  chaotic  mafs,- 
would  be  driven  together  into  a  fpherical  fhcll,  at  ^ 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  center  of  the  earth, 
and  there  be  fuftained  ;  and  as  the  earthy,  or  folid 
parts  would  be  driven  together  into  a  clofe  hard  fhell, 
or  cruft,  fo  by  the  fame  aftion  would  the  fluids  be 
permitted  to  flip  between,  on  each  fide  of  this  cruf^. 
Thus  would  the  fliell  of  ftone,  or  the  earth  be  formeci' 
between  two  orbs  of  water,  one  orb  would  cover  the 
outward  furface,  the  other  would  cover,  or,  by  the  ex^ 
panding  air  from  the  center,  be  prefl^d  clofe  to  the 
imvard  furface  of  the  earth.  Such  being  the  fituatioa 
of  things,  it  will  appear  now  to  every  one,  how  the 
earth  wsls  founded  upon^  and  formed  between  the  wa^ 
ters — and  as  the  fliell  or  crufl:  of  the  earth  was  driven 
tqgether  by  the  expanfive  power  of  the  air,  and  form- 
ed between  two  orbs  of  water,  fo  the  firmament,  or  ^ 
expanfion,  performed  the  part  it  was  to  do — //  •  d'n 
vided  the  waters  from  the  waters. 

\To  be  CQnt}nued,~\ 

AN 
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AN  ANSWER  TO  THE  FOLI,aWEN(S:  ^    : 
QSJESTIOX  , 

Of  what  life  is  iJie  Do&rim '  of  Unmcffiil.  Bi^mtkn^ 
fappofing  iti  to  bA  true? 

WHO  art  thou,  O  man^  that  replieftagainft  thy 
Maker  ?  Dofl>  thou  irteaii  to  fey  he.  has  re- 
vealed a  truth  which  is  of  no  ufe  ?  G^fe,  for  thia  is: 
chai^ging  infinite  wifdom  with,  folly.  I  Ihould  lay, 
the  ufeftilnefi  of  the  do6lrine  of  UiiiverfeL  Reftora- 
tion  proves  it  to  be  true.  J^et  me  point  out  fome  of 
its  ufes. 

It  is  of  much  ufe  to  the  enquiring  believer,  one 
who  truly  defires  to  know,  and  un<ierftaud  what  God 
hath  revealed.  When  the  believer  fearches  inta  thfij 
chara<5ler  of  God,  he  finds  the  Scriptures  teach  it  ta 
be  love.  If  it  is  love,  nothing  can  dwelt  in  him  con*, 
trary  to  love :  but  bow  to  reconcile  this  with  ^ndlefs 
wrath  is  paft  the  wifdom  of  man  ;  becaufe  endlefa 
wrath  mufl:  proceed  from  fome  other  principle,  thaa 
love.  All  the  difpenlations  of  love  mufl  tend,  ulti- 
mately, to  the  good  of  the  objeft.  But  no  good  can 
redound  to  the  fubje6l  of  endlefs  wrath,  or  puniih- 
ment,  therefore  it  muft  proceed  fi-om  Ibme  other  prin^ 
ciple  than  love.  But  this  is  to  make  God  out  aa 
having  two  contrary  principles  in  him,  which  is  ftich 
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a  gfofs  abfurdity,  as  muft  demonftrate  that  book  to. 
be  not  of  God,  whicb  teaches  fuch  a  doftrinc. 

Here  the  enquiring  believer  is  amazingly  perplex- 
ed ;  but  the  Univerfalift  beholdeth  God's  characler 
in  all  its  effulgent  glory ;  he  feeth  all  the  wrathful 
difpenfations  of  the  Almighty,  proceeding  from  love; 
becaufe  they  all  tend  to  the  good  of  the  fufFerer,  to 
humble  him,  that  he  may  know  his  own  charadler; 
and  then,  the  lovely  character  of  Jehovah,  by  being 
reconciled  through  the  blood  of  the  crofs. 
,  Power  belongeth  unto  God.  Some  Chriftians  hold 
that  all  men  were  not  created  for  happinefs,  and 
therefore  Chrifl  did  not  die  for  all.  But  if  all  men 
were  not  created  for  happinefs,  it  was  either  becaufe 
God  could  not,  or  would  not  create  them  for  that 
end.  If  becaufe  he  could  not,  then  he  i?  deficient  in 
power ;  if  becaufe  he  would  not,  then  he  is  deficient 
in  love.  Here  is  the  difficulty ;  it  may  be  fvvallowed 
by  many,  but  folved  by  none^ 

Some  believe  that  all  men  were  created  for  happi- 
nefs, and  that  Chrift  did  die  for  all,  but  becaufe  they 
will  not  come  to  him  in  this  life,  they  will  be  rejected, 
and  punifhed  with  endlefs  damnation. 

But  this  is  faying  the  wickednefs  of  the  creature 
has,  or  will  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the  Creator :  Hill, 
therefore,  power  is  wanting,  befides  the  abfurdity  of 
fuppofing,  that  God's  goodnefs  is  overcome  with  evil. 
<  Again  the  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  God  hath  no 
pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  finner;  now  if  endlefs  mi- 
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fery  be  a  truth,  then  we  muft  fuppofe  that  God  will 
fufFer  that  which  he  hath  no  pleafure  in,  endlefsly  to 
exift  before  him. 

The  Univerfalifts,  by  aflerting  that  the  doiftrine 
of  endlefs  punifhment  is  not  in  the  Scriptures,  hav^e 
an  ea<y  method  of  folving  thofe  difficulties. 

The  do<5lrine  of  the  Univerfal  Reftoration  is  a  plan 
founded  in   love,  dire<5lcd  by  wifdom,  executed  by 
power,  and  therefore  muft  not^  cannot  in  any  inftance 
'  be  defeated. 

It  greatly  expands  our  ideas  of  divine  goodnefs ; 
Jehovah  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  arc 
over  all  his  works. 

It  giveth  great  pleafure  to  the  fouls  who  love  the 
Lord  Jefus,  when  they  think  that  his  enemies  fhall 
fubmit  themfelves  unto  him,  and  bow  and  own  that 
he  is  the  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

What  joy  does  it  give  the  man  who  hateth  fin, 
when  he  contemplates  that  Jehovah  will  not  give  up 
the  conteft,  till  he  hath  wholly  deftroyed  it,  and  de- 
livered the  creation  from  the  bondage  of  corruption, 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 

It  enlarges  our  mind,  and  gives  us  full  fcope  for 
free  enquiry  in  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift^ 

Endlefs  punifhment  cramps  the  fouls  of  its  advo- 
cates ;  it  will  not,  it  cannot  affi^rd  any  pleafure,  but  it 
is  pregnant  with  grief  to  every  one  that  is  not  paft 
feeling.     It  will  not  bear  inveftigation ;  if  a  truth,  it  . 
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is  of  fuch  a  nature  that  we  cannot^  we  dare  not  pray 
for  the  accopppliflament  of  it,  becaufe  it  is  contrary 
to  the  difpofitions  and  feelings  of  all  thofe,  who,  as 
the  ele(3:  of  Grod,  have  put  on  bowels  of  mercies; 
diametrically  oppofite  to  that  ipirit  which  the  Gofpel, 
every  where  inculcates;  and  foy  if  true,  the  work  of 
grace  contradicts  the  wwd  of  grac^e.  Abfurd  and 
impoffible.  Endlefs  puniihment  to  a  ferious  mind^ 
is  like  a  Ikeletou  to  an  old  woman.  Ah  !  it  is  there 
I  don't  wifh  to  examine  it. 

The  Univerfalift  courts  the  enquiry  of  his  oppo- 
nent, knowing  the  mpre  his  opinions  are  rubbed,  like 
the  pure  gold,  the  more  they  fhinc.  He  is  not  afraid 
of  the  arguments  of  Deifts,  becaufe  his  tenets  are  no- 
ble, and  worthy  of  God ;  while  the  do6lrine  of  End- 
lefs Puniihment  blafts  his  nature,  name,  charadter, 
and  government  for  even 

And  this  is  to  fatisfy  vindi6tiye  juftice.  Ceafe 
from  thy  impious  talk  !  afcribe  not  folly  to  thy  Ma- 
ker :  does  God  feek  ior  fatisfa(ftion  where  it  is  impoC^ 
;fible  to  be  obtained  ?  Befides,  his  juftice  is  according 
to  mercy.  ^\  Alfo  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  belongeth 
mercy,  for  thou  rendercft  to  every  man  according  to 
his  works.*'  Pfalm  Ixii.  12,  A  vindi6tive  difpofition 
is  a  child  of  hell,  not  the  offspring  of  heaven. 

The  do6lrine  of  Uniyerfal  Reftoration  is  of  great  . 
jufe  in  reconciling  the  promifes  and  threatenings  of 
God's  word.     They  both  are  exadlly  true,  and  muft 
b^  literally  accomplifhed.     To  every  thing  there  is  3,  - 
'  ^  feafo(\. 
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"leafon,  and  a  time  to  every  purpofe  under  the  heaveh* 
EccL  iii.  1.  It  was  an  awful  denunciation,  wheh 
Jehovah  threatened  to  deftroy  the  cities  of  the  plain, 
and  it  was  literally  fulfilled,  npt  one  perfon  efcaped. 

Then  Jehovah  rained  upon  Sodom,  afid  upon  tjo- 
morrah,  brimftone'and  fire  from  Jehovah  out  of  hea- 
ven. And  he  overthrew  thofe  cities, •and  all  the 
plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  cities,  and  that 
which  grew  upon  the  ground.     Gen.  xiii.  24,  25. 

Our  Lord  intimates,  that  they  will  be  cdndemnecl 
in  the  judgment,  and  Jude  mentions  them  as  fpffer- 
ing  the  vengeance  of  aionion  fire. 

But  there  is  a  promife  of  their  reftoratioh.  Juflice 
and  reafon  would  contend,  that  it  ought  to  be  as  lite- 
rally fulfilled  as  the  threatening  was  ;  and  nothing 
but  the  direful  dodlrine  of  Endlefs  Punifliment  for- 
bids it. 

When  I  fhall  bring  again  their  captivity,  the  cap- 
tivity of  Sodom  and  her  daughters,  and  the  captivity 
of  Samaria  and  her  daughters,  then  will  I  bring  again 
the  captivity  of  thy  captives  in  the  midfl  of  them. 
That  thou  mayefl  bear  thine  own  fhame,  arid  rriayefl: 
be  confounded  in  all  that  thouhafl  done,  in  that  thou 
art  a  comfort  unto  them.  When  thy  fifters,  So- 
dom and  her  daughters  fhall  return  to  their  fbrmer 
eflate,  arid  Samaria  arid  her  daughters  fliall  return  to 
their  former  eflate,  then  thou  arid  thy  daughters  (hall 
return  to  ydur  fofriier  eftate.  Kzek.  xvi.  53,  54,  55. 

OThis  is  a  rhofl  important  prophecy  or  prorriiie. 

We 
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We  not  only  learn  the  reftoration  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah, &c.  the  cities  of  the  plain,  but  alfo  the  refto- 
ration of  Samaria  and  Jerufalem,  fo  as  to  be  a  com- 
fort to  each  other. 

We  learn  alfo  that  Samaria  and  Jerufalem  will  not 
be  reftored  till  Sodom  is  reftored ;  but  Sodom  will 
be  fentenced  in  the  day  of  judgment,  according  to 
our  Lord's  words,  though  to  a  more  tolerable  punifh- 
ment  than  Jerufalem.  If  this  promife  therefore  is 
ever  fulfilled  to  all  or  either  of  them,  it  muft  be  after 
the  day  of  judgment. 

Here  the  abettors  of  endlefs  punifhment  are  at 
,  their  ne  plus  ultra ^  as  their  abfurd  explanations  on  the 
text  abundantly  evince.  But  the  do6lrine  of  Uni- 
fal  Reftoration  harmonizes  the  divine  truth.  It 
holds  forth  difpenfations  of  wrath  and  corre6lion,  and 
then  feafons  for  the  difplay  of  mercy  to  the  corrcdled, 
{o  that  finally  mercy  fhall  rejoice  againft  judgment, 
not  only  to  Sodom,  Samaria,  and  Jerufalem,  but  to  all 
nations  ;  as  it  is  written,  ^  All  the  kindreds  of  the  na- 
tions (hall  worftiip  before  thee.  Pf.  xxii.  27.  All 
nations  whom  thou  haft  made,  fhall  come  and  wor- 
fhip  before  thee,  O  Lord,  and  fhall  glorify  thy  name. 
Pf.  Ixxxvi.  9.  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  ten- 
der mercies  are  over  all  his  works.  All  thy  works 
Ihall  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  and.thy  faints  fhall  blefs 
thee.  Pf.  cxlv.  9,  10. 

The  Ifraelites  are  under  very  awful  threatenings, 
and  many  gracious  promifes  belong  to  the  fame  people. 

I  will 
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I  will  no  more  have  mercy  upon  the  Houfe  of  Ifrael, 
but  I  will  utterly  take  them  away.  Hofea  i.  6.  Ye 
are  not  my  people;,  and  I  will  not  be  your  God.  Ver.  9. 
Yet  the  number  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  fhall  be  as 
the  fand  of  the  fea,  which  cannot  be  meafured  nor 
numbered ;  and  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that  ip  the 
place  where  it  was  faid  to  them,  Ye  are  not  my 
people,  there  it  fhall  be  faid  unto  them.  Ye  are  the 

.  fbns  of  the  living  Gk)d.  Ver.  10. 

The  iniquity  of  Ephraim  is  bound  up,  his  fin  is 
bid ;  the  forrows  of  a  travailing  woman  fhall  come 
upon  him,  he  is  an  unwife  fon,  for  he  fhould  not 

.  ftay  long  in  the  place  of  the  breaking  forth  of  chil- 
dren. I  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
grave  i  I  will  redeem  theni  from  death ;  O  death,  I 
will  be  thy  plagues ;  O  grave  I  will  be  thy  deflruc-* 
tion  ;  repentance  fhall  be  hid  from  mine  eyes,  Hofea 

.  xiii.  12,  13,  14.  ' 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  promifes  and  threatenings  to 

.  the  fame  people,  which  can  only  be  fulfilled  literally 
upon  the  plan  of  Univerfal  Refloration.  Our  Lord 
fays.  If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  fhall  die  in 
your  fins.  John  viii.  24.  Paul  fays,  All  Ifrael  fhall 
be  faved.  For  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in  un- 
belief, (not  that  they  may  be  endlefsly  damned,  but) 
that  he  might  have  mercy  upon  all.  Rom.  xi.  26, 32. 
Many  more  inftances  might  be  given. 

The  doArine  of  Univerfal  Refloration  is  very  ufe- 

.  ful  in  pradlical  religion ;  inafmuch  as  it  reprefents 

God 
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'  teod  fofemoft  in  all  liis  preccii^ts  as  an  exatnple.  We 
*c  commaiided  to  love  our  enemies.  Mat.  v.  44. 
To  forgive  all.  Mat.  vi.  14.  To  Overcome  evil  with 
good.  Rom.  xii.  21.  But  endlefs  mifery  teafches  tliat 
God  does  not  love  all  his  enemies;  if  it  be  afferted 
that  he  does  l6ve  'all  his  enemies,  yfet  it  muft  be 
granted  that  a  feafon  will  come  wheti  he  will  ceafe 
to  love  them ;  it  comes,  therefore,  to  the  fame  point, 
with  this  additional  difficulty,  that  the  Unchange- 
able God  is  reprefented  mutable.  Endlefs  mifery 
teaches  abfolutely  that  God  will  never  foi^ive  all, 
and  that  he  nev^r  will  overcome  all  evil  with  good. 

Why  then  fliould  he  fo  ftri6tly  enjoin  thofe  prfe- 
cepts,  does  he  want  me  to  be  more  perfeA  th^n 
hhnfdf :  befides,  it  is  faying,  <io  not  as  I  do,  but  as 

-If^y. 

We  are  commanded  to  pray  for  the  -felvation  of  tJI 
men,  and  that  without  wrath  or  doubting.    1  Tim. 
ii.  I^^8.    Bat  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to  pray  for  the 
■  falvatron  Of  all  men  without  doubting,  while  I  be- 
lieve tnany  ^ill'  be  endlefsly  loft. 

Alfo  I  am  commanded  to  give  thanks  for  all  men. 
But  if  any  are  endlefsly  rtiiferable,  I  cannot  give 
thanks  for  them,  but  rather  wifh  they  had  never  been 

^  'brought  into  beirig.    *  But  if  all  things  are  to  him 

•  i^om.  xi.  36.)  as  well  as  of  him,  and  through  him, 
then  I  can  give  thanks  for  all  things.     As  the  work 

",  of  grace  cannot  eontradi6l  the  word  of  grace,  as  has 
•'been  hinted  already,  the 'do6lrine  of  Univerial  Refto- 

'  .  ration 
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ration  muft  be  ufefirl  in  Chriftian  experience.  But, 
furely,  I  need  fay  no  more  to  fhew  the  ufefulnefs  of 
the  doArine^  but  rather  fay  it  muft  be  ufeful^  becaufe 
God  has  revealed  it.  A.  B. 


SIN  NOT  AN  INFINITE  EVIL. 

In  anfwer  to  Benjamin  Baine. 

See  Page  257. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

sir; 

WHEN  I  wrot«  an  anfwer  to  the  queries  of  N. 
B.  concerning  the  infinite  evil   of  fin,  (See 
page  141  of  your  Mifcellany)  I  then  thought  on  the 
text  which  Mr.  Baine  has  brought  forward  from  Job 
xxii.  5.     But  as  it  had  no  relation  to  the  fubje<S,  I 
did  not  mention  it.     The  words  run  thus :  ^^  Js  not 
.  thy  wickednejs  great ^  and  thine  iniquities  infinite  ?'*  Mn 
Baine  fays,  if  this  Scripture  be  true,  our  Jins  are  in- 
finite.     I  have  no  doubt  but  that  all  Scripture  is  true; 
yet  I  doubt  of  the  infinity  of  fin  in  every  fenfe.     I 
think  it  evident  that  the  text  does  not  refer  to  the 
.  nature  of  Job's  fins,  but  to  the  number  of  them*  '^  Are 
not  thine  iniquities  infinite?"    Thofe  who  contend 
for  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  place  that  evily  in  its  na- 
.  turey  not  in  the  number  of  fins  committed  ;  and  they 
are  right  in  fo  doing,  for  if  one  Jingle  fin  hath  not 
infinite\evil  in  its  nature,  no  polfible  number  oJT fins  can 
'  Vol.  I.  ^     K  k  have 
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tiiave  inj^nife  evil  hi  th^tn.  it  is  by  a  ftguffe  of  fpetch 
\)\a\  ittfinfty  is  afcfifeed  to  tih*  ^unSer  of  Job*^  fins.' 
ilie  fahte  ma5e  of  'fj]fe:iking  Wfe  find  N^^ntn  fii.  g, 
whfere  it  IS  faid  that  the  ftrength  6f  the  gl^^t  City  of 
No  j4mmonj  in  Egypt,  was  injimte ;  yet  the  Prophet 
(ays  that  this  city  (/.  e.  the  inhabitants  of  it)  was  car- 
ried away,  it  went  into  captivity.  So  <Sf  Nineveh  it 
is  faid,  in  the  margiii,  thcjr  fljore  of  gold  was  infinite^ 
Nahum  ii.  9.  Yet  «H  the  gold  of  Nineveh  has  long 
ago  been  taken  away.  We  often  ufe  the  word  in 
the  fame  qualified  fe^fe  %o  ^^<^s  the  abundance  of 
any  thing ;  thus  it  is  often  faid  that  the  ftfgftgth 
'^fid  riciies  of  this  city  of  Londdn  ate  tfifitiftft,  yet 
ibrtit  men  tremble  for  ft,  when  they  tliin'k  of  the  fate 
of  No  J  iMinevdi  knd  Babylon.  We  ought  to  relnark 
'^Ifo,  that  the  charge  which  was  brought  agaiftft  ^ob^ 
of  his  Iniqliities  being  inAmte,  i.  e.  exceeding  fllaioy 
in  number,  was  felfe ;  for  he  t^as  a  boTy  "t!i|}ri'ght 
man,  who  feared  God,  "and  rrfufed  evil ;  ^but  his 
friends  could  not  think  t'h'at  ^^ood  man  could  Ibfe  f(^ 
dreadfully  'affli(!ted  a^  he  was,  afid  therefofe,'ta  juftify 
""the  conduA  of  PrOvidpnc'e,  they  charged  Iriih  WiA 
all  forts  of  fins,  which  'ijrod  hiirifelf  reprovi&d  thefn 
Tor.  l*he  'db(9±in6  of  the  inifinite  Cvil  of  fiii,  'h^ 
th«efore  but  a  feeble  ground  to  ftand  upOn,  if 'this 
Tje  its  beilfuppdrt. 

But  iht  lit^f^l  meaning  of  the  words  is.  Is  tiot  thy 
wickedneiTs  greatt:,  end  thiriS  itiiquities  ^Without  end\ 
that  is,  t'hou  are  a  gi'eat  filiner,  '^tfd'thou  cmmu^Ji  in 

thy 
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thy  fins,  tbQU  doft^ot  hce^  thepfipflF  by  rigHteotifiiefi, 
they  are  how  going  on ;  But  ftill  this  was  a  calumny 
on  Jrfi'a  € Wdii^^i  h^w^  n0t  s^MtkitA  mm^  in  the 
feofe  in  wfei^h  ihejy  tHe^iit,  fwt  iv^  the  m^^  npriglrt 
aaen  oo  ^rth  ftt  th^t  tii»e^  Whm  I  6y,  thetjefbr^ 
tiiflt  I  believe  thie  S<*ipti»^  k  troe,  I  meaa  ft  ia  tru» 
that  Jot's  friiiRds  fpakc  thefc:  wprds  to  him.  1^  it  14 
tme,  *hiit  our  iLord  ^ne  chjii^ed  with  beinga  die^ 
oeiwr  oi  tl\e  peopl^i  bWt  th»  phjarg^  wa$  felfc  *n(i 
ivickcd  in  itiiplf/ 

Mr.  Baine  fey»,  tibdt  tjje  argument*  which  I  »&4 
before  are  ing^ipps,  but  the^  arQ  t^Ken  only  ft-CHJl 
reafon,  on  wMch  «ccwnt  he  fc^m*  tP  rej^ 6^  them.  T 
I  would  aik,  is  not  all  preaching  re^biiing  upon  th^ 
^riptuKes  ?  Pi^  npt  Mr.  Baln^  thin^  that  he  rea^ 
ipoed,  yfh^n  h§  ^d,  "  If  this  Scripture  be  true>  ou|? 
fins  are  infinite,  a^d  of  necdlity  cjefcry^  infinite  (that 
m  endlefs)  punifhei^^?"  I  thi^  it#  dangerous  thinjj 
to  reprefent  S.cripturf  ^d  reaA>Q  a^  ftt  variance  wit^ 
/each  other*    I  judge  that  rcvdation  is  an  appeal  to 
the  reafon  of  n^nkind,  and  it  is  ioipoflSlirfe  to  under^ 
fland  Scripture,  without  reafoning  upon  it^    In  fhorl^ 
fio  man  is  againi)L  reafon^  till  be  finds  reafon  is  agsin^ 
him.     Whether  this  be  the  cafe  with  Mn  B&^^t  I 
leave  y^ou  m^  th$  public  to  judge. 

I  9m^  Sir,  yow% 

SIMPLEX. 


JP^i  JIXPO^ 
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Sid  tnt  tTKITSHBAUST^S  SUSCBLLATr." 

EXPOSITION  OF  JOHN  XIV.  17.  ] 

LOOKING  intbJ'  H^rWo6d's  Greek  Tcftamcnt 
the  other  day,  I  bbferved  that  the  word  Lahem^ 
which  we  tranflate  receive^  is  faid  to  mtajifeizey  for 
which*  leveral  authorities  are  inentioned.  So  that  the 
text  would  read  thus :  *^  Even  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
whom  the  world' cannot  7^/2^,  biecaufe  it  feeth  him 
ftot;  &c.  As  thbugh  our  Lord  would  fay,  The  world 
will  feize  me,  and  flay  me ;  but  I  will  pray  the  Fa- 
ttiifei*,  and  he  (hall  giveyoii  anotli^. comforter;  that 
he  may  abide  with  you  to  the  age^^-  even  the  JSpirif 
of -Truth,  whom  the  world  cariiMSt^a^,  becatife  it 

-  I.^This  reading*  feems  Supported  by  the  latter 
cla?ufe,  The  vjoMfeeth  him  notx  'He  is  not' an  6b- 
je^  of-  fight  ^s  JefUs  was,  thcrefot^  cannot  He  feized 
ahd  flain  like  him,  but  will  remain  in  his' » influences 
with^^he  Church  to  the  end  of  the  age. 
^  ^.  This  reading  is  fupported  by  Matt.  xxi.  36^ 
^here  it^is  faid  the  hufl^andmen  tooh^  i.  e.  feized  his 
^icrvonts,  and  ven  39,  they  caugkt  ibe  heir, '/...^* 
feized  h\m.  And  Mark  xii.  3  and  8,  where  the  fenoe. 
Voi^d  OGcOrs,  and  elfewhere. 

3.  Parkhurft  mLamhano  and  X^^^o,.-under  which 
Lahein  is  found,  fays  it  fignifies.  To  take,  in  ^whaU 
ever  mannefi ;  and  gives  inftances  of  its  mining.  To 
take  by  force^  to  apprehend^  to  fei%e.  He  alio  fup- 
pofes  it  to  come  from  the  Hebrew  Lehiahy  a  lion  or 
lioaefs^  who  feize  their  prey  10  a  remarkable  manner. 
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..    '  '  '  \      .       '  ^0 

ANSWER  TO  THE  QUESTION  ON  CON-: 
SCIENCE.     See  Page  20Q. 

TO  THE  EDITOR.    '  r    . 
SIR, 

YOUR  Correfpondent  who  figns  himfelf -rf  Coftr^ 
Jlant  Utader^  has  alked,  "  What  is  natural  con^. 
fcience?  And  how  are  its  workings  to  be  diftinguifliK 
pd  from  the  operationsi  of  the  Spirit  pf  God  ?  The 
gueftions  are  .important,  and  ^defqrve.  .a  better  anfw.ep 
^n  w^at  is  given  in  page  260*;. for  I  obl^rve  thgt 
anfwer  does  not  defcribe  cpvj^i^me  at.  all.  I  believQ 
pipft  perfons  take  confcientPitP-J^^i  fome  innate  idea^ 
or  principle  of  the  human  mind,  and  fuppofe.it  to  be 
a  rule  of  right  and  wrong.  But  I  judge  this  opinion  tol 
be  very  erroneous.  For  I  tbink  it  is  plain  that  y^ 
hav^  x\o  innate  ideas  j  at  leaft  I  will  fay,  that  I  have 
none.  I  can  form  no  idea 'of  any  thing  unhft  I 
have  hfeaJ:d'of<it,  or  feen  it,  or  felt-  if,  or  frnelt,  or. 
tafted  it.  :And  I  am  perfttaded  that  I  fhould  not 
have  had  an  idqa  of  Gkx},  if  hi?  bad.  not  given  me  aa 
idea  of  himfelf  by  revelation.  For  God  ^annpt  b^  an, 
objedl  of  m,y  iQ:VLi^^ ;  all  I  can  learn  of  him,  there? 
fore,  is  by  the  revelation  \vhich  hehai^  given  me,. 
The  word  con-Jcience  e:^plain§  itfelf,  and  fignifies  to 
tnow  with  or  by  fome  rtilo,  J  therefore  think  con- 
science is,  iJre  judgment  which  a'mqv,  forms  of  his  <nvn 
iiifiom.    It  is '  clear  tb^t  'c9nfcienQe  \^  of  itfelf  no  rulg 
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pf  a(9tipn.  For  inftance,  the  confcience  of  a  Maho^ 
mdban  does  not  accufe  liim  for  having  a  plilr&Utfy  of 
wives,  becauife  the  Kwan^,  which  ife  the  rule  he  judges 
by,  allows  of  it,  The  confcience  pf  a  Catholic  is  not 
wounded  at  having  images  Iti  hl6  worftiip,  becaufc 
the  authority  of  the  Church,  which  is  the  rule  he 
lodges  by,  enjoins  it.  So  PauPs  confcience  didlated  to 
him,  that  he  ought  to  do. many  things  cpnt^ty  to  tbe 
name  of  Jefiis,  becaufp  the  i-ule  by  yvhith  he  judgfed 
Was  erroneous.  In  the  fame- manner,  Jghorant  tad 
wicked  men  form  a  wrong  judgment  pf  their  &6lion$, 
Becaufe  they  do  not  judge  by  the  Scriptut-e,  which  is 
ihe  only  rule  of  moral  adlion.  IF  your  Querift,  by 
natural  confcience y  means  the  judgment  which  a  matt 
forms  of  his  actions  who  has  no  aftiftance  from  reve^ 
lation,  I  ihould  anfwer,  that  I  do  npt  believe  fuch  a 
man  has  any  confcience ;  that  is,  he  fmms  np  judg- 
inent  of  his  a<5lions  at  all ;  for  if  he  knows  nothing  of 
any  rule  of  morality,  he  is  ignorant  of  nuMttlity  itfelf. 
^ut,  perhaps,  it  would  be.  difficult  to  find  fuch  a 
Amn,  for  ieven  the  moft  favage  nations  have  ft^tie 
idea  of  a  God,  which  muft  have  been  received  origi- 
nally from  revelation,  however  much  it  may  have 
been  mutilated  in  the  courfe  of  traditipn.  llie  light 
of  Nature,  tvhich  has  been  fo  much  talked  of,  has 
generally  been  miftaken.  It  has  been  fuppofed  that 
the  Heathen  nations  had  no  knowledge  of  revdlatton. 
That  they  had  but  fmall  knowledge  of  the  Jewiifh 
(Economy  will  be  ^nted ;  but  I  ftould  ftill  main- 
tain^ 
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tain,  ih^t  the  very  idea  of  ^  <3o4  fwft  fee  derivpd 
from  revelation  ^^t  firft,  But,  perhaps,  by  natural 
cofifchni?^  is  me^nt  th^  judginiint  whieli  ^ny  uncon- 
verted man  makes  of  his  a^ipRS,  Jf  fo,  J  iboujfl  f^y, 
that  fuph  a  njan,  like  all  other  men,  will  judge  ac- 
cording to  the  knowledge  which  he  has  of  the  rule 
of  judgment,  i.  e.  the  Scriptures.  But  his  know- 
ledge of  them  being  partial  and  defeiftive,  his  con- 
icience  will  be  the  fame.  Hence  his  confcience  will 
be  cyil,  defiled,  or  hardened,  according  as  hp  has  re- 
ceived light,  or  refilled  it.  For  light  ma)ceth  mani- 
fefl: ;  and  he  that  doeth  truth  cometh  to  the  light, 
that  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifeft,  that  they  are 
wrought  in  God.  A  converted  man  is  one  who  im- 
plicitly follows  the  light,  and  receives  it  with  the 
meeknefs  of  a  little  child.  The  word  of  God  bcr 
.  comes  a  principle  of  Spiritual  life  in  him,  by  which 
he  a6ls.  He  hath  a  good  confcience;  that  is,  he 
jfonns  a  judgment  of  his  adlioi?s  According  tp  the 
JScripturcs. 

According  to  t|i^  latter  qupftion,  *^  JIow  are  t^ 
workings  of  natural  conicience  to  be  diflinguiflied 
from  tjtie  operations  of  the  ipirit  of  God?"  I  would 
f^fe^jKC,  that  all  roen  have  received  a  principle  of 
jpiwaji  death  in  Adam,  for  }x\  Adan)  all  die ;  fo  in 
Cbrift  all  n^ei)  have  received  a  principle  of  fpirituaj 
^fe,  for  he  is  the  triie  light,  which  lighteth  evcy 
fnan  who  cometh  into  the  vyoild.  The  convi<5tions 
^hicb  vicj^d  men  feel  in  their  minds,  are  ^ot  from 

K  k  4  nature  ^ 
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nature  ;  for  nature  is  fpiritually  dead  ;  but  they  are^ 
the  ftrivin^s  of  the  fpirit  of  God  with  them. 

If  you  think  this  worth  a  place  in  your  ufeful  Mif- 
cellany,  it  is  at  your  fervice. 

Your  s^  &c.         Lenox. 


LETTER  ON  DIVINE  PRESCIENCE. 

DEAR  SIKj 

JThe  following  Letter  on  Divine  Prefcience,  or  Fore- 
knowledge of  God,  was  written  in  confequence  of 
fome  converfation  which  took  place  on  reading 
the  extra6l  from  Henderfon,  in  your  Magazine 
for  May  laft,  No.  5,  page  1Q3^  which  if  conliftent 
with  your  plan,  would  wifti  to  give  it  a  place  in 
your  ufeful  Mifccllany.    , 

■       DEAR  FRIEND,  ,         '    ' 

I  ONCE  more  have  taken  my  pen,  to  drop  you  a 
few  lines  on  what  I  think  an  interefting  and  im^ 
portant  fubje6l.  May  the  Lord  give  a  blefling 
thereto. 

You  know  that  it  hath  been  for  fome  time  my 
fixed  judgment,  that  God  did  not  from  all  eternity 
/certainly  forefee  all  the  a6lions.  which  his  free  and  in- 
telligent creatures  would  perform;  and  that  fuch 
knowledge  is  eflcntial  to  his  very  nature,  is  tjot  to  be 
proved;  or,  in  other  words,  he  is  at  perfedl  liberty 
either  to  forefee,  or  not  forefee ;  to  foreknow,  or  not 
•  *  foreknow. 
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'foifeknpw.  I  reafbn  in  this  Juanher-^-Gfed  was  et^ 
nally  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfdf,  and  ^9 
needed  no  creature  to  add  .thereto.  His  goodneft 
J  moved  hirti  to  create  finite  beings  ;  yet  be.  wa«  pei>- 
•fe6lly  free  herein,  being  lindcr  no  compulfion,  was 
equally  free  and  at  liberty,  whether  or  not  to  think 
of  Rich  creation;  and  to  endow  the  creatures  with 
fuch  properties,  powers  and  qualifications,  as  feemed 
good  to  him.  Having,  fo  to  fpeak,  refolved  to  make 
man,  he  therefore  conftituted  him  a  moral  agent i^  eor- 
dowed  him  with  ^Jelf-determining  f^vXty^  or  power, 
liberty  of  will^  and  freedom  of  choice ;  giving  htm  a 
law  or  rule  to  go  by,  which  doubtlefs  wouM  have. en- 
fured  his  happinefs,  if  he  had  continued  to  obey.  But 
the  contrary  if  he  difobeyed.  /  :    "; 

Now,  the  Creator  having  given  h\^. intelligent^  mc^ 
ral  creatures,  a  ftraight  line  of  perfeA  order  and  rec- 
titude to  go  by,  and  from  which  they  may  go  aflray 
in  an  Jnnumei-able  variety  of  ways:  Here  I  freely 
own,  that  the  Moft  High  did  certainly  forgfee  all  the 
ways  the  creatures  could  ppffibiy  deviate  from  the 
line  of  reSitude  ;  leaving  it  to  themfclves  which  they 
would  take,  at  the^fame  time,. he  infallibly  fefes  the 
path  they  would  make  choice  of.  And  fince.  it  was 
'his  original  purpofe,  intention  apd  defig-n,  that  all  his 
intelligent,  mor^l  agents  fhould  be  finally  and  end^^ 
It^fsly  happy,  therefore  his  Jongrfuffcring  goodnefs  is 
;peyer  difgufted  :  i>ut  Jie  in  love  and  tender  corppaf^ 
fion,  purfues  them  through  all  their  n^azes^.wiid^ 
'■'  .  I  ings. 
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ings,  turnings  and  crooked  paths^  until  they  fiwiy 
mnd  willingly  fubmit^  and  thankfully  acknowledge 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  for  the  chaftif«nent  he  cauied 
them  to  endure'"'*  Some  indeed  muft  come  through 
great  tribuhition,  and  others  lefi;  hut  all  muft  re- 
ceive according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

In  our  late  converfation,  on  my  fapng  ^^  what^' 
ever  happens  at  any  time,  it  was  ever  true  or  certain 
that  fuch  an  event  would  certainly  happen,"  you  ob- 
ierved^  that  "  according  to  my  hypothcfis,  there  muft 
Jiave  been  Ibme  eternal  truths  unknown  to  God»** 
I  can  hardly  forbear  fmiling  to  think  how  pleafed 
you  felt  yourfelf,  in  thinking  you  had  fo  cleverly 
tripped  up  my  heels. 

I  think  we  ought  on  fuch  fubje^,  to  diftinguiih 
lietween  philofophical  and  moral  certainty,  without 
which  we  are  liable  to  make  miftakes:  the  former 
•rifes  in  confequence  of  that  infinite  chain  of  links  in 
the  courfe  of  Divine  Providence,  which  hang  upon, 
«Qd  follow  each  other  as  caufe  and  efFe<9: ;  the  latter 
dq>cnding  on  the  liberty  and  mutability  of  the  crea- 
ture's will,  is,  therpfcrce  at  moft,  only  cmtingent  and 
fojfthk ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  perfon  to 
fcwre  a  irery  narrow,  cootrajfted  mi«d,  or  that  he  pe- 
vear  exercifed  his  thoughts  much  about  hj^  who  can 
4eny  the  pnopoiition. 

♦  For  an  ample  difcuffion  of  this  matter,  fee  Ramfey's  Philofo- 
{Aiical  Principles  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion.  Vol  I.  Pagfi 
J5».  Prop,  a 5* 
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I  will  here  mention  a  thing  or  two.  I  think  ycm 
^11  n^  ^ny  it  to  have  been  a  truth  ages  before  you 
Were  born,  that^  at  a  certain  future  period  of  time^ 
you  would  be  married  to  the  Woman  who  k  now  your 
wife.  I  fay,  I  think  you  will  not  deny  this*  to  have 
been  a  thing  which  would  moft  certainly  happen  ill 
the  philofophic  fenfe ;  yet,  aS  it  depended  on  the 
will  for  its  completion^  it  was  only  morally  cert^n^ 
ttiot  i8  to  fay,  contingent  and  poflible. 

Refpe<Sling  the  Divine  being  as  to  his  knowing  Or 
not  knowing,  being  willing  or  unwilling,  that  Adam 
(hould  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  you  contend^ 
thdt  the  Moft  High  perfe<Slly  and  certainly  knew  all 
the  adlions  of  all  his  creatures,  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  leading  thereto :  that  when  he  created  tho 
world,  and  placed  Adam  in  the  garden,  he  infallibly 
kntw  that  he  would  certainly  eat  of  the  tree  of  know* 
ledge,  and  thereby  bring  upon  himfelf  and  ail  hit 
pofterity,  the  awful  confequences  thereof.  Yet  you 
Contend,  that  God  never  intended  him  to  eat  thereof, 
and  that  he  did  it  quite  contrary  to  the  will  of  God. 
But  how  the  Moft  High  cou]d  certainly  foreknow, 
and  do  all  thofe  things  which  led  to  Adam's  eating; 
of  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  have 
not  the  leaft  defign  and  intention  that  be  Chould  ^ 
fo,  is  exceedingly  bard  for  me  to  comprehend. 

But  you  with  others  endeavour  to  vindicrte  th<^ 
Ditine  character  in  this  affair,  by  faying  "  foreknow^ 
iedge  of  God  w(ts  ^no  tunje  of  Adarnsjin^^   It  is  allowed 
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tiMt  the  foreknowledge  of  Grod  fimply  confidcrcd, 
could  have  no  influence  on  Adam.  But  how  does 
thi§  help  the  matter  ?  ^ot  in  the,  leail.  If  I  fee  a 
mpn  placed  on  a  ftool,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  in  a  diredb 
line,  frpm  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  charged  with  pqw^ 
der  and  ball,  and  a  perfon  with  a  lighted  ma^ch  in 
bis  hand,  fetting  fire  to  it  at  the  touch-hole,  I  cer-r 
thinly  know  if  the  piece  goes  off,  the  poor  man  would 
be  killed  ;  but  this  does  not  prove,  that  I  willed  ia 
the  leaft,  or  in  any  way  was  the  ^wfeof  the  man's 
death.  .  But  if  I,' without  the  leaft  compulfion  or  ne^r. 
Qeffity,  placed  the  man  on  the  fpot,.at  the  very  in- 
fant the, perfoji.fet; fire  to  the.cajinon,.;it  greQtlyjalr  ^ 
ters  the  cafe..  .  Who  would  ^ngt'thjcn  iay,  I  both 
willed  and  was  the  caufe  of  the  man  being  fhot  ? 

It  is  probable  you  will  i^y,  this  figure  is  not  appo-r 
fite,  as  the  wi}l  of  the  man  that  was  fhot  did  not  ac-» 
quiefce  in  the  affair.  It  is  quite, in  point  for  the  thing 
I  produced  it,  namely,  that  foreknowledge  is  not  the 
c^ufe  of  an  event;  but  wl^atever  deficiency  may  be, 
fuppofed  in  tl^is  figure,  tl^e  next  will,  I  think,  amply 
fupply.  •'^ 

•  A  farmer  going  to  his  field,  takes  his  fon  with  him. 
(a  lad  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age)  which  field  is 
feparated  from  another  by  a  large  drain,  over  whi(fh 
is  laid  a  narrow  plank.  The  man  goes  away,  leaV^ 
ing  the  lad  to  do  fome  fmall  matter  in  the  field  ;  at 
the  lame  time  fi:rongly  cautioning  him  not  to  at^ 
tempt  togo.over  the  plapk  to  pluck  any  thing  in  the 
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other  field,  for  if  he  does,  the  plank  \^ill  certainly: 
break,  and  he  will  fall  into  the  water  and  bd  drown-' 
ed.     Now  the  father  certainly  knows,  that  the  boy 
will  not  relift  the  temptation  to  go  over,  in  order  to 
get  foraething  which  is  in  that  field,  but  will  try  to 
get  over  and  lofe  his  life  by  the  attempt.     Now  is 
there  in  fuch  a  cafe,  in  all  the  world,  .a  perfon  who; 
would  not  blame  the  father,  for  being,  in  a  great 
meafiire,  the  caufe  of  his  fbn's  death;  land  that  he 
muft  for  fome  reafon  or!caufe,or  to  anfwerfome  end,- 
will  the  death  of  his  fort.     Ifubmit  the  above  to  your: 
own  refle6lions,---On'ce  mare^  and  then  I  mean  to 
draw  to  a  condufiofn.'       '       ' 

In  converfation  with  a  perfon  on  this  fubjedl,  he- 
obferved,  the  playing  of  children,  and  exercifing  of, 
their  limbs,  is  very  conducive  to  their  health  ^ndt 
ftrength,  and  though  he  was  certain  that  fome  time 
or  other,  one  or  more  of  his  children  would  have  a« 
kg  or  an  arm  broken,  yet  be  thought  he  Ihotild  not* 
be  blaiheable  for .  permitting  them  to  fexercife  their 
limbs  int  play.  \  I  think  the  fairie,  yea,  that  he  might 
have  gone  much 'further  5  that  had  he  been  infonned 
Ifrom  heaven;  that  before  his  children  arrived  at  the 
age  of  fdurteen,  fo'me   of  them  or  more  would  bei\ 
brought  home  dead  from  aii  accident  in  playing,  he 
could  hot  on  that  account  be  blameworthy,  eithet 
from  God  or  man.     But,  if  he  was  informed  by  the 
feme  Divirie  auliiority,  that,^  if  on  fuch  a  partictilar 
dbiy,  he  fuffered  his  children  to  go  into  fuch  a  field 
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to  play,  that  one  or  two  of  them  would  l?e  bron^ 
home  dead,  I  think  it  not  difficult  to  %  what  hfr 
would  do  in  fiich  a  cafe :  doubdiefe  be  wonU  ufe 
fuch  means  s&  wen?  in  his  power  to  preveait  them 
going  into  the  field  thatiisy ;  if  he  did  not,  erery 
one  who  heard  of  it,  would  blame  him  for  being  in  a 
great  meafiire,  the  caufe  of  his  children's  dertb. 

Now  to  apply  the  above. 

The  Mod  High  planted  z  garden  in  Edm^  J»d 
put  the  man,  Adam,  into  it  to  drefs  it,  told  hijaa  wrt 
to  eat  of  a  particular  tree  therein^  for  if  he  did  he 
would  certainly  die.     The  Lcnrd  God  Aen  leavi^  the  . 
man,  at  the  fame  time  moft  infaffiMy  knows,  he  will 
1^  refift  the  temptation,  hot  will  eat  of  the  fruit, 
and  thereby  bring  death  on  himfelf  and  all  his  |)ofte<» 
rity.    To  fum  up  the  whole— 4f  you  can  make  it  ^r* 
pear,  that  the  perfon  who  placed  the  man  beforie  ihe 
cannon  was  not  in  a  great  meafiire  the  caufe  of  hit- 
being  (hot--^that  the  fanner  was  not,  in  a  great  de^ 
gree,  the  caufe  of  his  fon  being  4rowned^t**Htbi^  the 
gentleman  was  not  highly  cu^)abie  in  fufl^ripg  hi$ 
children  to  go  to  the  field,  after  the  aflhmaw  was 
given  him  that  one  or  mtore  of  them  would  he  killed"^ 
by  £Hi  accident,  then,  and  not  before,  will  you  b^ 
able  to  prorc,  that  God  was  not  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  the  occafion  of  Adam's  eating  the  fodbidden 
fruit. 

For  my  own  part,^  I  cannot  fee  which  way  yott 
can  vindicate  the  Divine  chaira<3;er  and  iCondu6l  la 
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'this  affair,  without  allowing  tJjQ  Divine  Being,  did 
not  only  certainly  foreknow,  l^t  that  he  abfohitely 
willed,  intended  and  defigned  to  fuffer  him  to  eat  of 
^  that  fruit,  to  apfwer  an  end  worthy  of  God ;  and 
that  he  will,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  fulnefs  of  the 
tin>es,  fo  gather  together  all  in  one,  that  is  in  Chrift, 
that  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  holinefs  and  happinefs  Ihall  be 
enjoyed  by  all  fallen,  lapfed  intelligences,  as  (hall  in- 
finitely compenfate,  overbalance,  and  outweigh  all 
they  may  have  fuffered  in  confequence  of  Adam's, 
or  their  own  perfonal  fins.  If  that  be  allowed,  I 
Ihall  perhaps  have  no  material  objedlion  to  the  idea, 
that  God  did,  before  all  time,  certainly  and  infallibly 
fopefee  all  the  thoughts  and  adlions  which  his  intelli- 
gent creatures  would  think  and  do.  If  not,  then  I 
caftnot  fee  which  way  this  abfolutely  eternal  fore-? 
knowledge  of  God,  can  comport  either  with  the  ef- 
lential  perfections  of  the  Deity,  Reafon,  or  Scripture, 
it  being,  in  my  opinion,  in  that  cafe,  a  reproach  to 
the  jff^,  abhorrent  to  \ht  fecond^  and  without  any 
foundation  in  the  Jafi^ 

If  I  am  under  any  errors  in  the  above,  (hall  be 
happy  to  have  them  redlified. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  underftanding  in  all  things. 

Your  fincere  Friend,  &c. 

W.  F. 

Jfl/biChy  July  15,  1797. 
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ESSAY  ON  ^  SAMUEL,  chap.  xxii.  26—28.  , 

DEAR  SIR, 

if  the  following  remarks  ftiould  be  efteemed  worthy 

of  infertion  in  your.Mifcellany,  they  are  at  your 

.  fervice.     I  have  often  thought  that  it  is  the  duty 

.gf  every  one  whq  profefles  jthe  do6lrine  of  God's 

tJniverfal  Love  to  Men,  to  do  as  nluch  as  lies  in 

their  power  to  promulgate  it  amongft  their  fellow- 

\creatures,  and  be  always  ready  to  give  an  account 

'  of  the  hope  that  is  in  them.     Impreiffed  with  this 

.  idea,  I  now  come  forward  and  contribute  niy  mit6 

towards  this  great .  work ;  and  as  the  dear  Saviour 

of  Mankind  did  not  defpife  the  poor  widow's  alm^ 

becaufe  it'was'fnriaU,  I.  hope  the^  fame  indulgence 

will  be  fhewn. to  my  feeble  efforts.  .    .         ] 

I  remain^  Dear  Sir, 

Your  afFecSionate  brother  for  Chrift's  fake,       * 

Origen. 

Some  Remarks  on,  2  Samuel,  Chap.  xxiL  26th j  27  th 
and  2fith  Ferfes.  , 

^'XlrriTH  the  merciful  thou  wilt. fhek thy fetf 
T  ?  merciful,  and  with  the  upright  thou  wilt 
fhew  thy felf  upright.  With  the  pure  thou  wilt  fhew 
thyielf  pure,  and  with  the  froward  thou  wilt  fhew 
thyfelf  imfavoury.  And  the  affli6led  people  thojn 
wilt  fave :  but  thine  Qyes  are  upon  the  haughty  to  - 

bring 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  UNIVERSALISt's  MISCELLANY.  329 

bring  them  down."  Mercy  is  a  virtue  which  by 
man  can  only  be  exercifed  during  the  (hort  fpace  al- 
lotted to  the  prefent  life  ;  beyond  the  grave  there  is 
no  one  to  whom  he  may  fhew  it ;  and  the  obje<Sls 
to  whom  it  is  (hewn  by  us  in  this  world,  are  offenders 
of  our  own  fpecies;  men  who  by  their  crimes  have 
incurred  the  penalties  which  human  juftice  inflidts 
upon  thofe  who  injure  their  fellow  creatures :  and 
yet  the  Divine  Being  requires  us  to  be  merciful  unto 
them.  Can  it  be  credible  therefore,  that  God  would 
require  thofe  whofe  mercy  all  put  together,  is  in 
comparifon  of  his  own,  infinitely  lefs  than  a  dew-drop 
compared  to  the  immenfe  waters  of  the  ocean  ;  can 
he,  I  fay,  require  them  to  exert  mercy  towards  their 
offending  brethren,  if  he  be  determined  eternally  to 
withhold  his  own  ?  Credit  it  who  will,  I,  for  my  part, 
think  it  extremely  hard  to  fuppofe,  that  Gbd  expects 
his  creatures  to  do  that  which  he  himfelf  is  not  able 
or  not  willing  to  do  ;  God  muft  either  be  unwilling 
or  unable  to  exert  his  mercy  in  favour  of  all  mankind, 
or  elfe  all  men  muft  finally  be  iaved.  No  one,  I 
prefume,  will  pretend  to  call  in  queftion  the  power 
of  God  to  do  fo  if  he  pleafe ;  and  with  refpe(5l  to  his 
willingriefs  to  be  merciful,  Scripture  bath  put  it  be- 
yond a  j^offibility  of  doubt,  that  he  defires  all  men  to 
be  faved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  : 
the  natural  inference  therefore  is,  that  all  m^n  ihall 
atlaft  be  reftored  to  God,  fpr  he  will  perform  all  his 
-good  pleafure,  and  his  counfel  (hall  ilan4>     God  de^ 
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fires  us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  do  g6od  to  them 
that  hate  us:  would  he  require  us  to  do thefe things, 
unlefs  it  were  the  delight  of  his  nature  to  do  the 
fame?  Or  can  the  diminutive  mercy  of  the  creature, 
be  greater  than  the  unfathomable  fountain  from 
\vhich  it  is  derived  ?  Does  a  cup  of  mineral  watet 
poflefs  more  virtue  than  the  fpring  from  which  it  is 
taken  ?  Or  is  any  efFe6l  greater  than  its  caufe  ?  V 
any  one  can  prove  this,  then  may  he  prove  that  God 
hates  the  majority  of  his  creatures;  but  if  riot,  then 
the  mercy  of  (jod,  to  be  finally  (hewn  to  all  his  crea-i 
tures,  is  the  evident  confequence.  God  is  an  un- 
changeable being,  and  with  him  there  is  no  diftinction 
of  time,  but  all  is  one  eternal  now.  If  he  fhew  him- 
felf  pure  to  thofe  who  are  pure  in  this  life,  he  will  d6 
the  fame  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner  will  he  a6l  toward  the  wicked :  every  man 
will  be  punifhed  or  rewarded  according  as  he  deferveis  t 
fome  {hall  be  beaten  with  few,  and  fome  with  many 
ftripes.  It  feems  to  me  that  the  difference  of  fiiture 
punifhment  will  confift  in  the  longer  or  fhorter  du- 
ration of  it  to  every  one,  becaufe  the  expreffions  few 
and  many  do  not  point  out  the  feverity  df  the  punifh- 
ment, but  the  length  of  it :  not  the  heavinefs  of  the 
flripes,  but  the  number  of  them.  If  the  punifhment 
6f  the  wicked  lafled  for  ever,  taking  the  word  in  an 
unlimited  fenfc,  there  would  be  no  proportion,  as  th<^ 
greatefl  finners  would  not  be  morefeverely  punifhed 
than  thofe  whofe  (ins  were  Icfs  atrocious  ;  and  thus 
*  th? 
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the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth  wordd  becomfe 
unjuft;  but  take  away  this  idea,  and  everything  ap^ 
pears  confiftent  with  that  wifdom  which  did  at  firft 
cnsate  all  things  very  good,  and  which  will  at  laft  re- 
ftore  all  the  parts  of  the  creation  to  their  primitive 
purity.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  there  is  an  un- 
cbangeablenefs  in  the  nature  of  God,  fo  that  he  can- 
not but  be  actuated  by  the  fame  motives  ;  and  as  it 
is  declared  that  it  is  his  nature  to  fave  the  afflicted,  I 
will  not  go  to  let  bounds  to  his  attributed,  nor  pre- 
fcribe  limits  of  a6lion  to  the  Almighty ;  he  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  continue  toiave  the  affii6:ed,  as  long  as  there 
are  any  remaining ;  and  as  the  condemned  fpirits  are^ 
without  doubt  an  affli<5led  people  when  they  arc  un- 
der torment,  as  foon  as  they  repent,  and  turn  with 
penitent  hearts  to  the  Father  of  mercies  for  forgive- 
nefe,  he  who  openeth  the  door  of  mercy  to  every  one 
that  knocketh,  will  receive  them  again  into  favour,  as 
the  father  received  his  prodigal  fon ;  and  no  doubt 
but  the  angds,  unlefs  eternity  change  their  natures, 
will  rejoice  over  a  (inner  that  repenteth,  even  though 
he  be  faved  from  amongft  the  torments  of  the  coming 
age.  It  is  evident  therefore,  from  various  parts  ot 
3cripture,-that  the  unchangeable  fyftem  of  God's 
conduct  towards  the  Tons  of  men  is,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  conditional :  thus  in  the  Qth  Chapter  of  the  2nd 
Book  of  Kings,  although  he  declares  to  Solomon, 
that  he  had  hallowed  the  temple  to  put  his  name 
there  for* ever,  and  alfo  that  he  would  eftablifti  his 
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throne  upon  Ifi^el  for  ever;  yet,  if  he  and  his  people 
Ihould  turn  away  from  keeping  the  c^jmnjandments 
of  God,  he  would  cut  off  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  which 
he  hid  given  them  for  an  everlafting  poflefEon,  and 
that  he  would  call  the  houfe  out  of  fight,  of  which  he 
had  fpokcn  that  he  would  hallow  it  to  put  his  name 
there  for  ever.  Neverthelefs,  this  people,  although 
thefe  judgments  came  upon  them  in  a  flriking  man- 
ner, were  reilored  again,  and  once  more  fell  away, 
and  they  will  again  be  reftored  more  glorious  than 
eveh  This  jh-ovcs  that  God  never  defifts  until  he 
hath  by  fome  means  or  other,  brought  his  creature* 
into  proper  fubmiffion  to  his  will.  Some  may  here 
anfwer,  that  he  doth  fo  during  his  life,  but  after  death, 
configns  them  eternally  to  punifhment :  to  fuch.  I 
repjy,  that  this  is  making  the  immutable  God  a 
changeable  being :  he  faith  he  doth  not  willingly 
grieve  nor  afflicSb  the  children  of  men  :  now  men  are 
as  much  the  children  of  men  in  hell,  as  any  where 
clfe  ;  therefore  it  neceflarily  follows  that  he  doth  not 
willingly  grieve  them  there.  If  he  alter  his  mode  of 
conduct  at  any  period  whatever,  he  changes,  and 
therefore  is  no  longer  that  God,  with  whom  i^ 
no  variablenefs,  neither  ihadow  of  turning ;  if  the 
fpring  be  bitter,  the  ftream  which  flows  from  it  muft 
hie  bitter  too ;  fo,  if  the  Creator  be  mutable,  the  crea- 
tion muft  alfo  partake  of  his  mutability  :  and  yet  all 
this  is  contrary  to  experience ;  for  thefe  beautiful 
works  of  his  do  all  move  in  one  grand,  unchangeable  - 
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and  univerfal  fyftem  of  order  and  regularity ;  and 
though   the   principles  upon  which  they  depend  be 
various,  and  inexplicable  to  human  conception,  yet  it 
is  evident  that  mutability,  (as  far  as   relates  to  their 
-  primary  motions)  is  no  part  of  their  curious  con- 
ftru<aion.     Moreover,  as  God  hath  declared  that  he 
bath  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  fmner,  but  rather 
that  he  fhould  turn  from  his  wickednefs,  it  certainly 
depends  only  upon  the  fmner's  willingnefs  to  fubmit 
to  the  will  of  God,  to  acquire  happinfefs,  even  though 
he  were  to  cry  from  the  loweft  abyfs  of  the  burning 
lake.     Therefore,  as  both  devils  and  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  appellation  of  fin ners,  and  as  Gqd  is  in- 
variable in  his  fyftem  of  condu6l,  it  follo\^  that  they 
will  all  be  brought  to  fing  a  fong  of  praife  to  God 
and  the  Lamb  ;  in  that  day,  when  having  made  all 
things  new,  and  delivered  all  his  creatures  from  the 
curfe,  and  brought  them  to  their  original  ftate,  the 
throne  of  God  fhall  be  encircled  by  the  innumerable 
multitude  of  univerfal  creatures,  whether  they  be 
now  in  heaven,  or  in  earth ;  in  the  fea,  or  in  hell. 
Then  fhall  Jefus  deliver  up  the  mediatorial  kingdom 
to  God  the  Father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all:  then 
fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that  is  written — 
"  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  vi6lory  ;  O  death,  where 
is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?" 


POETRZ 
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POETRY. 

ODE  TO  LIBERTY. 

HAIL,  Liberty,  endearing  name  ! 
Fain  would  I  on  the  trump  of  fame 
Refound  thy  praife$  to  mankind ; 
They  ibould  behold  thy  glories  bright) 
The  burning  fplcndour  of  thy  Hght, 
Should  melt  the  darknefs  of  the  mind. 

Hail1  Liberty,  thy  name  I  love. 
And  o'er  thy  charms  with  rapture  rove  { 
Delighted  fee  each  varied  grace. 
That  fhines  majeftic  in  thy  face. 
I  mean  not  that  fiftitious  maid. 
With  braggart  voice  and  afpedl  wild, 
Of  lawlefs  violence  the  child, 
Who  reftlefs  to  the  field  invites 
To  fight  for  feign'd  uncertain  rights, 
Whilft  dire  confufion,  difcord,  pain, 
With  madnefs  head  the  fliouting  train. 
But  thou,  O  Liberty  !  kind  friend  ! 
Bleflings  on  tliy  fteps  attend  : 
Bold  Order  marcheth  by  thy  fide*. 
And  pours  from  Plenty's  horn  a  tide:' 
Courage  attendant  on  thy  reign. 
Breaks  ev'ry  proud  oppreflbr's  chain : 
Thy  laws  protefl:  fociety, 
And  give  them  joy  and  harmony : 


Make 
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Make  men  delight  mankind  to  ble'fs, 
Whilft  fongs  of  gratitude  thy  praifc  confefi. 

Great  Jofhua,  pious,  \^e  and  bdid. 

The  faithful  fervarjt  of  tlie  Lord, 
Did,  Liberty,  thy  la^)^rs  unfold, 

Whilft  Ifrael's  tribes  attentive  heard. 
They  heard  delighted,  thy  commands. 

And  by  obedience  were  made  ftrong ; 
Their  well-compacfted,  free-bom  bands. 

Tuned  to  peace  or  war  their  fongs. 
In  virtue^s  facred  path  they  trod. 

While  each  his  country's  glory  fought ; 
Beneath  the  ftandard  of  their  God, 

They  not  for  pow*r,  but  freedom  fottght. 
Hardy  to  plough,  to  trade,  or  fight. 

They  over  ev'ry  hardfhip  rofe ; 
Wifdom  and  order,  tempered  might. 

And  drove  before  them  alt  their  foes. 
Triumphantly  their  banners  fly, 

Whilft  mighty  nations  own  their  fway. 
Spreading  their  glory  fer  and  nigh, 

Bccaufe,  O  Liberty  !  tliey  thee  obey. 

How  awful  is  th^t  nation's  lot. 
By  whom  thy  precepts  are  forgot ! 
Who  againft  thy  laws  rebel. 
They  with  luft  of  power  fwell. 
Tinfel  pomp  of  empty  pride. 
Will  true  glory  from  them  hid6 : 
Soon  to  lawlefs  rights  they  run  ;" 
Soon  by  folly  they Vc  iinflotte. 

Break 
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Break  Natore*8  focial  ties. 
Each  as  maftcr^in  would  rife  ; 
Each  would  break  a  tyrant's  chain, 
Uncontroul'd  bimfelf  to  reign. 
Soon  th^ir  fo)ly  ruin  braves. 
Soon  they  make  a  nation  flaves. 

Hail !  Liberty  ;  thy  name  T  love, 
And  o'er  thy  future  glories  rove. 

With  eye  prophetic,  view  ms^nkind  ; 
Thy  bleffings  own,  thy  laws  obey, 
And  glad  confefe  thy  fov'reign  fway, 

Illuminates  the  darken'd  mind. 
Number'd  amongft  thy  friends,  I  fee 
Jefus,  the  Son  of  Man,  and  Deity  ; 
Saviour,  Reftorer,  King  o'er  all,  his  name 
The  fons  of  Freedom,  (hall  aloud  proclaim. 
He,  mighty  conq'ror,  broke  th'  oppreffor's  chain, 
And  bade  the  flavesof  fm  na  more  complain. 
Of  wrath  divine,  of  vengeance  juftly  due. 
But  pardon  fpake,  and  bade  them  life  renew ; 
And  in  thy  ftrength  march  onward  to  that  fliore, 
Where  fin  and  forrow  fliall  be  known  no  more. 
And  now,  e'en  now,  a  cleanfed  confcience  prove, 
Taught  by  experience  that  their  God  is  love  t 
Free  from  their  fins,  from  ptidc  and  error  free. 
The  Sons  of  God  ;  the  Sons  of  Liberty. 

I  fee  the  glorious  times  foretold, 
By  Prophets  in  the  days  of  old.. 

My  God  with  fwiftnefs  roll  it  on. 
When  Jefus  Ihall  bis  ftandard  rear  ; 


And 
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And  nations  to  Vis  court  fhall  run. 
All  eager  wifdom'3  voice  to  hear. 

Yes,  Jefus  (hall  the  crown  obtain. 

And  a*er  the  glad  creation  reign  ; 

Then  men  for  all  mankind  (hall  five. 

And  good  alone  from  each  receive. ' 

Malice,  revenge,  afpiring  pride. 

Driven  from  earth,  in  hell  abide  ; 

Whilft  Satan  in  th*  abyfs  confin'd, 

To  error  fhali  not  tempt  mankind. 

But  peace  ftrew  plenty  all  around. 

And  clothe  with  verdure  eV*ry  ground ; 

Commerce,  with  Arts  fliatl  fliout  his  name. 

Proud  Science  (hall  record  his  fame, 

Whilft  all  the  nations  blefs  their  king, 

And  when  their  grateful  praife  they  bring. 
This  (hall  the  joyful  chorus  be, 
Jefus  the  conq'ror  made  us  free. 

Higher,  ftill  higher  raife  the  fong. 
And  let  creation  join, 

To  poUr  the  bounding  notes  along. 
In  melody  divine. 

Jefus  has  broke  oppreffion's  chains,. 

And  hell  dellroy'd  with  all  its  pains. 

To  Peace  her  captive  hofls  reftor'd. 

Hail  him  their  Saviour,  Prince,  and  Lord; 

Devils  and  men  his  bounty  prove. 

And  join  to  praife  his  fov'reign  love. 

They  join  to  own  his  upright  fway, 

His  laws  they  love,  his  will  obey. 
Sound  mighty  Lord  the  trump  of  jubilee, 
And  u(her  in  unending  liberty, 
VOL.  I.  Mm  Sin 
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Sin  (hall  now  be  known  no  more. 

Tears  (hall  no  ones  eyes  bedew, 
Sicknefs,  pain,  and  forrow's  o'er. 

All  creation's  made  anew. 
In  the  image  of  its  head, 

Free  from  felfiftinefs  and  pride,  » 

Love  with  peace  and  joy  (hall  lead, 

Man  to  pleafure's  flowing  tide. 
Free  from  wand'ring  they  (hall  bow. 

Glad  before  Jehovah's  throne. 
Then  proftrate  with  rev'rcnce  low, 

Jefus  their  Redeemer  own.  . 
From  (in  and  forrow  ever  free. 
Thy  fons,  oh  God  I  of  liberty*  T, 


THE  PROGRESS  OF  A  RURAL  MUSE. 

COLIN,  an  indigent  but  blithfome  fwain. 
With  fongs  allay'd  his  labour  and  his  pain. 
Nor  could  adverfity  his  breaft  enthral, 
He  wi(h'd  no  greatnefs,  and  he  fear'd  no  fall ; 
Tho*  doom'd  to  toil,  of  grateful  converfe  void. 
The  chearful  fwain  his  teeming  mufe  enjoy'd ;     ' 
Oft  (he  afTay'd  her  unexperienc'd  wing. 
And  long'd  to  tafte  the  Heliconian  fpring. 
And  court  th*  Aonion  Virgins  to  infpire 
Her  panting  bofom  with  celeftial  fire. 
The  fwain  thus  mov'd  delay'd  not  to  implore. 
What  themes  engag'd  immortal  bards  of  yore;  ' 
Of  Maro^s  lays  he  view'd  the  facred  charms^ 
Enraptur'd  with  his  tillage,  fwains,  and  arms: 
The  tow'ring  Grecian's  numbers  he  furvcy'd, 

And 
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And  thought  thofe  ftrains  great  Phoebus*  felf  had  made. 

But  all  their  force  no  true  content  exprefs'd, 

Sooth'd  was  the  genius,  but  the  mind  not  blefs'd ; 

The  anxious  foul,  for  nobler  ends  defign*d. 

For  fomething  languifli'd  of  a  happier  kind ; 

Still  uninform'd,  (he,  as  oppreffed  with  grief. 

Still  wifti'd  redr^fs,  ftill  laboured  for  relief; 

Still  like  fome  love-lorn  virgin  wou'd  complain. 

And  figh  for  abfent  blifs,  but  fighM  in  vain. 

Deluded  thus  by  fpecious  Greece  and  Rome, 

The  fwain  explored  a  pow'fful  mufeat  home ; 

A  matchlefs  bard,  whofe  daring  numbers  tell, 

Of  wars  in  Hcav*n,  how  rebel  angels  fell ; 

Whofe  genius  foar'd  *midft  awful. realms  of  light, 

And  pierc'd  thro*  chaos  and  eternal  night; 

For  whofe  ftupendous  fouPs  pervading  eye, 

Nor  hell  appeared  too  deep,  nor  heav'n  too  high. 

Here  dwelt  the  fwain*s  dilated  heart,  here  found 

His  mental  hopes  were  all  divinely  crown'd; 

The  mufe  difplay'd  unbounded  love  and  grace. 

And  all  that's  blifsful  to  a  iinful  race. 

Sung  man's  redemption,  death  and  hell's  controul. 

This  fpoke  eternal  tranfport  to  his  foul, 

His  raptures — not  a  feraph's  tongue  could  tell. 

On  that  blefs'd  "theme  he  could, for  ev8r  dwell ; 

Blefs'd  theme  !  which  bade  him  hope  for  endlefs  ftate, 

*Mongft  all  that's  glorious,  all  that's  good  and  great ; 

Aron'd  and  fuftain'd  with  promifes  fo  dear. 

He  wonder'd  what  could  make  believers  fear  ! 

Hope  fweeten'd  every  labour  to  his  thought, 

And  joy  and  peace  embrac'd  him  as  he  wrought; 

With  fongs  it  taught  him  to  l)eguile  the  day. 

And  charm'd  die  anxious  cares  of  life  away ; 

Danger 
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Danger  and  toil  it  taught  his  foCil  to  brave. 

And  liv'd  triumphant  while  he  feemM  a  flaVe; 

With  ftml  unihaken  fortune's  frailes  for^o. 

Nor  envy  thofe  who  (hart  the  world  below. 

Learn  h#nce,  tho'  themes  bf  pleafure  footh  the  breaft, 

'Tis  facred  hope  alone  can  make  us  blefl: ; 

That  fons  of  woe  have  ft  ill  their  fWect  refoarce. 

And  faith  and  duty  give  our  joy  their  forck  j 

Rejefling  thefe,  we  ev'ry  hope  dcftfoy. 

Nor  affluence,  tafte,  nor  mental  gifts  enjoy. 

But  ever  felf-condemn'd  atid  haplefs  live, 

'Midft  all  the  joys  a  fplendid  world  can  give^ 

For  tho'  our  grandeur,  wealth,  and  pow'r  iiicres^^ 

The  Chrifium  only  feels  ^  diarms  of  peace. 
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AUGUST,    1707. 

NATURAL    HIStORY. 

[.ConiinTsed  from  Page  304. j 

PROCEfiD  we  now  with  the  account  which. 
Mofes  gives  of  the  Creation.      ^^  And  God, 
made  the  firmainent ;  and  divided  the  waters  which- 
were  zinder  the  firmament,  from  the  waters  which 
were  ahove  the  firmament."     This  defcription  of 
things  is  intended  to  fhew  where  the  waters  divided^. 
^nd  to  mark  the  place  of  the  dividing  airs.     The  ex*, 
^mfky  Of  firmament,  z£itd.  from  above  and  from  below f. 
and  by  forming  the  craft  of  the  earth  in  the  midji  of. 
the  waters,  feparated  the  waters  from   the  waters ; . 
\yhichy  thus  feparated,  were  then  in  two  diftin6l  orbs, .. 
one  covering  the  outward  furface  of  the  earth,  and. 
,  the  other  in'  the  cavity  of  the  earth,  not  being  at  the* 
center,  but  laying  clofe  to  the  inward  fnrface  of  the 
earth:    That  there  was  really  a  body  of  expanding 
air  at  the  center  of  the  earth  is  evident ;  becaufe  it , 
iv  feid  the  earth  war  formed  void  or  hollow  3  that  is. 
Vol.  I.  N  n  having 
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having  nothing  but  air  in  it ;  and  the  text  under 
confidoration  mentions  two  firmaments  or  cxpanfes, 
and  the  operafioh  of  each  was  lipon  ot  in  the  earth. 
Nobody  doubts  but  that  one  expanfe  a6led  on  the 
outward  furface^  but  had  there  not  been  an  expanfion 
from  within  as  well  as  from  without^  there  could  have 
been  no*  feparation  of  waters  from  the  waters  ;  ©r  the 
fhell  of  the  earth  could  not  have  httn  formed  between 
the  waters  ;  for  had  the  outward  expanfe  a^fted  only^ 
it  would  have  driven  the  folid  parts  of  the  terraque- 
ous mafs  quite  down  to  the  center,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  it  now  precipitates  mud  or  any  earthy  folid 
fiibftances  through  the  waters  of  the  lea ;  and  in  thfe 
cafe,  the  earth  would  have  been  formed  as  a  foK4 
ball  at  the  center,  and  all  the  water  would  have  laid 
6ver  it  in  one  united  mafs ;  but  there  was  a  fepara- 
tion of  waters  from  the  waters,  by  the  intervening 
fhell  of  the  earth,  formed  by  the  expanfive  power  of 
ttie  air  r  and  therefore,  there  was  an  inward  expan- 
fion as  well  as  an  outward  one.  The  inward  orb  of 
waters  is  called  by  Mofes,  the  waters  above  the  fir- 
rhament,  which  is  a  very  proper  mode  of  exprefling 
their  fituation,  as  they  adlually  lay  above  tlic  cx-r 
panfe,  or  firmament,  which  was  at  the  center  of  the 
earth.  Thofe  who  are  acquahited  with  the  power  of 
^xr  will  not  feel  a  difficulty  m  admitting,  that  the 
inward  expanfe  was  capable  of  fiipporting  a  globe  of 
water  above  it,  and  of  keeping  it  clofe  to  the  inward' 
furface  of  the  earth;  for  if  a  diificu'lty  be  flarted 

with 
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>^ith  refpedt  to  this,  by  way  of  anfwer,  it  may  be  • 
aiked,  What  keeps  the  fea  at  prefent  from  falling 
cjown  through  the  clouds?  efpecially  at  our  anti- 
podes, to  fpeak  as  the  vulgar  would  moft  naturally 
think.  Is  ndt  this  efFedled  by  the  compreflure  of  the 
firmament^  that  is,  the  air  acting  on  the  outward  - 
lurfece  of  it  ?  Surely  the  lame  powerful  agent  might 
as  well  keep  waters  above  it  as  under  it.  There  19 
no'fuch  thing  as  innate  gravity,  or  natural  tendency 
of  bodies  to  centers.  All  matter,  as  our  modern 
philolbphers  allow,  is  dead,  inert,  inactive,  quite  in- 
ditferent  to  every  kind  of  motion,  atid  therefore  can- 
not pofRbly  move  unlefs  impelled ;  and  which  way 
Ibevcr  it  is  impelled,  either  upwards,  or  downwards, 
or  fideways,  thither  it  muft  move.  Sir  Ifaac  New- 
ton^  in  feveral  parts  of  his  writings,  fpeaks  of  gravity 
as  being  no  more  than  an  impulfe,  and  attributes  the 
caufe  of  it  to  an  etherial  medium,  or  fubtle  fluid ; 
whatever  way,  therefore,  fuch  'a  fluid  impels,  that 
way  muft  motion  be.  And  with  regard  to  up  and 
down,  above  and  below,  every  child  in  philofophy 
knows  that  they  are  only  relative  terms,  refpeSling 
our  fituation  on  the  earth.  No  fuch  difierence  can 
properly  be  applied  to  the  inanimate  agents,  which 
muft  of  courfe  aft  uniformly  the  fame,  up  or  down, 
juft  as  they  are  placed,  and  have  room  to  exert  their 
power.  At  the  creation  they  were,  differently  fitu- 
ated  from-  what  they  are  now,  there  being  a  body  of 
expaading  air  at  the  centre,  as  well  as  at  the  circum- 

N  n  2  ference 
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fiprenea  of  the  wrth,  fo  each  produced  the  fame  cffeSt^ 
qn  the  ftde  it  a6ted  againft^  i.  c.  feparated  and  fup- 
ported  ai\  orb  of  water.  , 

The  earth  being  thus  totally  covered  with  water, 
the  next  ftep  w^Id  be  tb-  ifree  its  furface  of  thij^ 
fluid,  md  permit  the  dry  ^and  to  appear.  Hence, 
Q0d  feid.  Let  the  waters  under  the  htoven  be  ga- 
thered iintQ  oi|e  plz>ce.(or  b^  unit^)  and  let  the 
^y  land  app^^.  The  waters  were  before  in  tw^ 
{iaces  ;  o^  orb  of  them  covering  the  cmtward  fiir- 
ftce  of  the  earth,  the  other,  ita  inward  furface.  Tbe^ 
former  qf  thefib  muft  be  gathered  to  the  latter.  The 
npa^ri^r  fepw  this  was  perforn^  by  the  agents  theu 
ill  co^ifyi^yM  may  ^ly  be  conceived*  As  the 
metier  of  th|?.  heaveus^  would  be  more  and  more^ 
n^elted  dQwnr  kf  the  iaiteafe  fiye  at  the  foetus  ^the 
primaBV^J  Kght^fe  wowJ4  thie  flar'ength  of  the  expan-^ 
fi^M^  1^  ipcreafod  in  proportion  to  the  qnaatity  of 
nwStjcr  melted^  md  th^  degree  of  agitation ;  aiid' 
hpw  g^^  it^  foi?ef  muft  have  been  on  this  the  third 
day  of  creatfio%  nmy  be  partly  gathered  fitom  the^ 
ext<?]pjt  of  its  fphere,  xm  the  fourth,  ^hich  reaciied 
by  that  time  the  oth&r  orbs,  and  even  the  fixed 
ftars,  as  is  evident  from  ver.  17.  The  light  arid  fpir 
rit,  i.  e^  ok  if^  motion,  having  fuch  an  immi^e^ipher©' 
of  action,  aiad  aiSljag  very  powerfully  nqar  tbQ  earth, 
(off  i$  certaifx  fi&pna  tbe  ijuick  growth  of  vegetables^ 
^.  ontiie  ^ird  and  fourth  days)  w©uld  preft 
ftflOSiSly  Oft.  t^:  oatWjar4  furface  of  it ;,  and  by  th^/ 

continual 
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fxmttnual  and  new  admillion  of  light  through  thd 
fhell  to  the  central  air,  the  inWai^d  fexpahfibh  would 
be  vaftly  heightened    and  inci'eaftd^  and  by  thii 
means  would  be  made  ix)  a<5l  mot-e  foi'cibly  againft 
the  inward  or  concave  fiirface  of  the  earth.     This 
force  continuing  to  a6l  with  increafed  vigour.  Would 
foon  crack,  cleave,  and  break  the  fhell  of  the  earth  in 
many  places,  and  fo  make  room  for  the  waters  that 
covered  the  outer  lurface  to  defcend,  or  be  prefled 
down  through  thefe  chafms  as  the  inward  air  ruftierf 
out ;  thus,  the  waters  under  Ibe  heaven  were  ga- 
thered together,  or  united  with  the  waters  th^  wer€J 
under  the  earth,  which  was  the  pJace  appointed  foi^ 
them.  Job  xxxviii.  lO.    Thus  congregated  togethef 
they  formed  the  great  abyfs,  or  deep  beneatth  the* 
earth,  and  the  dry  land  appesifcd,  and  God  called' 
this  vaft  cplle<9ion  of  the  waterfe^z/j,  and  the  dry 
land  he  called  ^arfk     Thus  was  the  divine  command" 
cflfeiSed.     David,  who  was  a  fcriptciral  philbfopher, 
beaatifally  celebrates  this  work,  Pfal.  104  and  5 — 9.' 
*'  Thou  hidft  the  foundations  of  the  eat th,  that  it' 
IhoaJd  not  be.  removed  for  ever.     Thou  covered^  it 
wkh.th^  deep  as  with  a  garment:  the  waters  Hood- 
above  the  mountains.    At  thy  rebuke  they  fled  :  af:' 
the  voice  of  thy  thunder  tbey  baftencd  aw^ay  :  they' 
g€r  up  by  the  mountairts ;  they  go  down  by  the  val- 
leys unto  the  pkee  which  thoit  haft  ibund^d  for*" 
ihtm.    Thoeo  ha&  fet  a  bound  that  Ibey  nfey  no^ ' 
faAm&t^  that  tbey  tarn  not  «gaiiil  t€^  €t)ver  thc^ 
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earth'*"  Thefe  words  of  David  alfo  refer  to  the  col- 
ledling  of  the  waters  together  again  after  the  flood ; 
for  it  was  by  the  operation  of  the  fame  agents,  the 
light  and  air,  that  the  flood  was  both  caufed  and 
removed^  after  it  had  deftroyed  the  wicked  inhabi- 
tants of  the  old  world. 

In  this  firfl;  formation  of  the  earth  we  have  reaibn 
to  fuppofe  that  the  flrata  of  it  lay  in  a  very  regular 
manner ;  for  the  prefliire  of  the  fpirit,  or  air  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  penetration  of  the  light,  muft  necef- 
farily  fo  difpofe  it.  The  parts  in  which  the  fl:rata  of 
it  were  difordered  could  be  only  thofe  where  the  fif- 
fures  and  chafms  were  made  by  the  expanfion  of  the 
inward  air.  Thefe  being  kept  open,  formed  pools, 
lakes^  and  feas,  making  an  agreeable  diverfity  of  land 
and  water,  for  the  benefit  of  its  future  inhabitants. 
-  Thus  we  have  feen  the  account  which  Mofes 
gives  of  the  formation  of  our  globe.  And  we  will 
now  appegl  to  the  common  fcnfe  of  mankind  for  the 
degree  of  credit  which  is  due  to  him  as  a  philofo- 
pher.  Does  he  amufe  us  with  fables  like  Burnet  and 
Whifton  ?  Does  he  dream  like  Buffbn  ?  Or  does  he, 
like  many  of  our  modern  pretended  philofophers,  ex- 
clude Deity  from  the  world  by  afcribing  every  thing 
to  Nature  ?  No.  He  comes  forward,  like  a  true 
philofopher,  imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  power  and 
wifdom  of  God ;  he  fays,  there  was  a  beginning ;.  and 
that  God  firft  created  the  atoms  out  of  which  the 
heavens,  i.  ^,  airs,  ^nd  the  earth,  w^re  afterwards 
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formed.  TJjat  he  then  made  two  powerful  agents^ 
VIZ.  air  in  motipn,  and  light ;  and  by  the  operation 
of  thefe  he  formed  the  earth,  and  colle6led  the  wa-^ 
ters  into  the  great  deep.  All  that  he  fays  is  con- 
fiftent  with  reafon,  honourable  to  God,  and  agree- 
able-to  every  experiment  which  modem  philofopbers 
jhave  made  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  light  and  air.  ' 
It  is  not  neceflary  that  we  Should  follow  him 
through  the  >\'hole  account  which  he  gives  of  the 
creation  of  plants,  herbs,  and  trees  ;  of  fifties,  birds, 
and  beafts;  and  laftly,of  man  himfelf.  Suffice  it  to 
fey,  that  he  preferves  the  fame  philofophical  wiidom 
in  aH,  ty  aferibing  the  produ6lion  of  nAl  to  Divine 
power.  Concerning  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars,  he 
only  fays,  that  ^God  made  them  in  the  expanlion  of 
the  heavens ;  and  that  their  ufe,  to  lis,  is  to  give 
light  on  the  earth,  and  to  rule  the  times  and  the 
ieafons-  But  having  given  us  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  the  formation  of  the  earth,  he  leaves  us  to 
infer  the  manner  of  the  formation  of  the  other 
globes. 

,  The  earth  in  .its  prefent  condition  muft  be  greatly 
different  from  what  it  was  in  its  primseval  ftate.— r 
We  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  there  are  no  appear- 
ances in  our  globe,  either  on  its  furface  or  in  its 
bowels,  fo  far. as  human  induftry  or  avarice  has  exi- 
p^ored  them,  but  what  may  well  be  accounted  for, 
;by  admitting  the  Mofaic  relation  of  the  Deluge'. 
^e  will  go  farther,, and  fay.  that  the  prbfenl  appearr 
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jimcet  of  the  earth  caaiuat  he  accounted  for  hut  hy 
admitting  it^  maugre  a}l  the  fancies  and  conjcduief 
©fall  the  philofophers  in  the  world. 

In  accounting. for  the  deluge,  Whifton,  who  ad-» 
mitted  the  fa6t,  but  did  not  knew  the  caufe,  had  rc- 
courfe  to  a  comet,  which  be  fuppofed  vifited  our  at- 
mo^here,  and  impregnated  it  with  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  vapours  which  fell  upon  the  earth  in 
Wtt.  He  could  not  find  water  enough  withqut  it. 
pthets,  as  the  Bifhop  of  Clogher,  fpppofe  the  deluge 
to  have  been  only  partial.  Their  reafon  alfo  was, 
ijiat  they  could  not  find  water  enough  to.  make  it 
naiv^rfal.  But  Mofea  fays,  that  "  AH  the  high  hills, 
th4t  were  under  the  whole  heaven,  were  covered. 
Fifteen  cubits  (twenty-two  feet  and  a  haM)  upward 
<^d  the  waters  prevail,  and  the  mountains  were  co-^ 
Mercd,"  If  all  the  mountaiiis  were  covei^d  under  the 
whole  heaven,  then  certainly  the  plains  were.  And 
to  give  a  fiill  more  forcible  idea  of  the  univerfality  of 
the  flood,  its  efFedls  are  defcribed  :  '^  And  all  fteflu 
died  that  moved  upon  the  earth,  both  of  fowl,  and 
of  cattle,  and  of  beaft,  and  of  every  creeping  thing 
that  creepieth  upon  the  earth,  and  every  map.  All 
in  whpfc  noftrils  was  the  breath  of  life,  of  all  that  was 
in  the  dryland,  died.  And  Noah  only  remained  alive, 
and  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  ark."  Notwith- 
{landing  this  plain  and  decifiive  account  of  iko.  matter, 
the  iafl  has  fiill  beea  doubted ;  and  philofopby  ha^ 
cppoied  it&  authonty  to  revelation.     Somemea  have 
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f5$lculated  the  altitude  of  the  highefl  moqntains, 
iiow  on  the  earth;  and  have  aflerted  there  is  not 
water  enough  in  the  abyfs  to  overflow  the  glQbe  to 
their  tops ;  but  if  they  had  attended  to  the  means 
by  which,  the  flood  was  caufed,  as  defcribed  by 
Mofes,  we  prefume  their  difficulties  would  have  bcenf 
reindved.  We  niay  obferve  alfo,  that  by  calculating 
the  height  of  mountains  now^  they  go  on  wrong 
data.  What  rcafon  have  we  to  fuppoie  there  were^ 
mountains  in  the  primaeval  earth  half  the  height  ^  o% 
the  AndtSy  or  even  of  the  Alfs  f  It. is  evident  that 
all  bur  high  mountains  were  caufed  by  fome  dread-< 
ful  conouflLXoh  of  nature ;  mofl:  of^  them  probably  by: 
the  deluge  itfelf ;  witnefs  the  confufion  in  which^ 
they  appear,  exhibiting  a  creation  in  ruins'.  That 
there  were  fonie  hills  and  mountains  to  diverfify  tha- 
face  of  Nature  in  the  antidiluvian  world  is  clear,  a* 
Mofes  mentions  them;  but  we  Have  no  reafo«  to 
think  them  equal,  either  in  number  or  height,  to  the 
prodigious  ones  now  on  earth. 

Let  us  ijiow  attend  to  the  biilory  of  the  deluge. 
About  fixteen  hundred  years  after  the  creation,  man- 
kind had  gpeat^y  abufed  the  goodnefo  of  God.  it* 
feems  they  bad  fbrgotten  him,  as  the  creator  and 
preiirver  of  all  things,  and  deified  the  creature*' 
God  determined,  therdbre,  to  deftroy  tbem.  Mpfes 
defcribes  this  deftrudipn  as  brought  on  by  invearti©^ 
the  ordei;  of  nature.  For  whei^as  tl|e  waters  which 
at  fiiA  covered  the  earth,  wepe  ppincipalty  confined 
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to  the  great  deep,  and  the  air  encompafled  the  earti; 
now  God  would  bring  the  waters  -out  of  their  ftore- 
boufe,  and  they  fhould  cover  the  earth  again^  while 
the  air  (hould  take  their  place  in  the  great  abyfs. 

'^  And  behold  I,  even  I,  do  briog  a  flood  of  waters 
upon  the  earth  to  deftroy  all  flefli." 
•  No  fooner  therefore  had  righteous  Noah .  and  his 
family  entered  the  ark,  but  we  are  told — '^  The  fame 
day  «.ll  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken 
isp."  We  y  have  already  defcribed  the  great  deep, 
and  have  (hewn  that  the  orb  of  the  earth  furrounds 
it  as  a  fhell;  we  have  feen  that  this  flicU  was  at  firft 
formed  whole  and  entire  by  the  expanfive  -  power  of 
the  air  or  firmament,  and  by  an  increafed  ftriength, 
-or  redpubled  force  of  that  power,  was  cracked  and 
broken  in  various  places,  in  order,  to  permit  the  air 
to  come  out,  and  the  water  wh-ich  covered  the.  earth 
to  defcend.  We  have  alfo  feen  that  only  a  part  of 
the  water  in  the  great  deep,  was  fufficient  to  cover 
the  whole  earth  at  firft. 
.  The  force  of  the  natural  perpendicular  preflure  of 
the  air  upon  the  earth,  is  known  to  be  very  great; 
there. bdng  upwards  of  two  thou6nd  pounds  weight 
of  it  on  every  fup^ficial  fquare  foot:  and  its  lateral 
or  horizontal  prefiTure,  as  in  cafe  of  high  winds  and 
tcmpefts,  will  rend  the  folid  rocks,  and  elevate  the 
waters  of  the  ocean  to  a  prodigious  height.  What 
might  not  this  powerful  agent  then  be  capable  (rf 
lioing  nndex  the  dir^Stion  of  tjie  Creator.    The  ^con^ 
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^uence  of  an  extraordinary  prefllire  of  the  ah*  may 
be  judged  of  from  what  is  recorded  in  Exodus  xiv, 
21,  2cr;  and  chap.  xv.  8.  "  Jehdirah  fent  a  ftrong 
wind,  Ruahy  and  drove  back  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea,  and  caufed  the  floods  thereof  to  ftand  upright 
as  an  heap,  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  of  fire  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
while  they  paflcd  through  "  Novv  a  continuation  of 
&ch  ji  force  as  this  upon  the  waters  of  the  fea,  and 
of  the  aby%  would  certainly  break  open  the  foim- 
tains  of  the  great  deep,  and  raife  the  waters  above 
the  top  of  the  higheft  mountains.  To  this  probably 
rdate  the  words  of  Davidj  Pfalm  xviii.  15.  ^^  Then 
the  fprings  of  water  were  feen,  and  the  fountains  cf 
the  round  world  were  difcovered  at  thy  chiding,  O 
Lord,  at  the  blowing  of  the  breath  of  thy  difplea- 
lure.'*  The  efFe<9:s  of  a  ftrong  and  violent  wind  are 
alfo  defcribed,  1  Kitigs  xix.  11.  when  Elijah  had  a 
grand  difplay  of  the  power  of  Jehovah,  to  reprove 
his  want  of  faith  in  fleeing  from  Jezebel:  ^^  And  be- 
hold Jehovah  pafl[ed  by,  and  a  great  and  ftrong  wind 
rent  the  mountains  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  be- 
fore Jehovah ;'  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake." 
The  earthquake  was  a  confequence  of  this  violeift 
agitation  of  the  air.  And  no  doubt  but  there  were 
earthquakes  at  the  difruption  of  the  fhell  of  the  earth 
in  the  time  of  the  <  deluge.  A  Very  temble^event 
iBuft  this  have  been,  the  folid  cruft  of  the  earth,  was 
broken*  up  in  many  places,  and  fliattered  in  all  the 
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reft}  all  the  inlets,  undcr-feas,  lakes,  &c.  were  made 
fpuntains;  and  all  the  ftrata  which  formed  their, 
iides,  and  the  fides  of  the  old  fprings,  thrown  upon 
the  furface;  fpouts  of  vapours  to  darken  the  flcy,  and 
vaft  fpouts  of  water  rifing  like  founlains,  making  a 
dreadful  noife;  rifing  in  the  fea,  and  running  to  th^ 
fea,  and  the  fea  rifing  and  driving  the  people  and 
ei^ttle  to  the  mountains,  and  from  the  mountains 
•^bemfelves  overwhelming  torrents  of  water  rufting 
down^  catifed  by  the  vafl:  rains. 

(To  he  continued.) 

ARGUMENT  AGAINST  THE  DOCTRINE 
OF  UNIVERSAL  SALVATION. 

T#  the  Editor.  . 
Sir, 

J/»feiQg  over,  the  Evangelieal  Magazine  for  March, 
J  794, 1  found  the  following  very  able  ftatement 
of  the  eafe  of  Judas  as  forming. an  argument 
agtunfi:  the  Univerfal  Doctrine.  The  writer  ftiles 
fcimfolf  ^A|A.  As  it  ftruck  me  with  fome  force,. 
I  have  tranfcribdd  it,  not  doubting  but  you  will 
have  candour  enough  to  put  it  into  your  Miicel- 
lany ;  by  whk^h  i^o&ytye^nce  aWb  I  fhall  expcA  an 
af>fwer  to  it.    Yours^  &c. 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 

**  ripjJK  Do(5lrine  0f  Univerial  Salvalion  implies^ . 
X.    tl^t  411  who  by  the  righteotia  Jisjdge  of  the/ 

World!  may  be  deomed  to  hell,  wfll  be  findiy  deli- 
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vcred  from  their  fufFerings^  and  made  eternally  happy. 
Now  if  it  can  be  proved  of  any  one  who  hath 
ever  exifted,  that  he  will  nev^r  be  made  thus  happy, 
the  urdverjality  of  falvation  is  at  once  deftroyed.  Let 
the  reader  recollcft,  as  a  cafe  in  point,  what  our  Lord 
iaid  of  Judas,  Matt.  xxvi.  24.  '  It  had  been  good  fof 
that  man  if  he  had  never  been  bom.' 

*^  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  the  difcourfe  of 
which  this  expreffion  is  a  parl^  is  not  a  ^gurative  de-' 
fcription  of  any  charadler  or  event,  but  a  pkin  re- 
cital of  fe6bi^    Neither  is  the  expreffion  itfelf  a  mere 
proverbial  faying,  borrowed  from  common  ufage,  and 
applied  to  the  particular  cafe  of  Judas;  for  no  trace* 
can  be  found  of  any  fueh  proverb  amongft  the  Jews. 
We  muft  therefore  conclude  that  the  paflage  ought 
to  be  underftood  according  to  the  plain  literal  import 
of  the  words  it  contains.     Thus  underftood  it  muft 
necefiarily  r^fer  to  the  whole  exigence,  both  here 
and  hereaffter,  of  the  perfon  of  whom  Chrift  fpeaks^ 
If  a  man  fhould  fpend  many  years  upon  earth,  and^ 
Ipend  them  wholly  in  fufFering,  his  life  might  be 
called  a  miferable  life;  yet,  if  endlefs  happinefs  wer(5> 
to  foHow,  he  could  not  on  the  whole  be  pronounced^ 
a  miferable  chara^er.     So,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  man 
fhould  enjoy  upon  earth  many  years  of  uninterrupted 
happinefs,  yet,  if  endlefs  mifery  were  to  follow,  it 
would  dcmonftrate  that  his  exiftence  on  the  whole 
is  wretched.     Thefe  remarks  are  equally  applicable 
ta  every  individual  of  the  human  race.   With  regard 
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to  Judas  in  particular,  the  meafurc  of  his  mifery,  ac-' 
cording  to  our  Lord's  declaration,  mull  exceed  that; 
of  his  happinefs.  If  he  had  never  been  bom,  it 
is  true,  he  would  have  bwn  prevented  from  en-' 
joying  a  certain  degree  of  pleafure:  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  he  would  have  efcaped  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  pain;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  the  balance 
would  have  been  in  his  favour.  But  if  it  were  poflfi- 
ble  for  him  to  be  finally  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the 
burning,  the  aflertion  of  Chrift  would  be  found  un-. 
true.  Let  us  fuppofe  him  to  fuiFer  ten  thoufand. 
millions  of  ages  in  hell,  and  that  every  moment  of 
pain  when  laid  in  the  balance,  would  he  fouijd  equal 
to  the  enjoyment  of  ten  thoufand  millions  of  ages 
fpent  in  the  j)lifsful  prefence  of  God;  yet,  if  that 
blifs  be  endlefs,  there  will  arrive  a  period  when  his 
happinefs  will  be  more  than  equal  to  all  hi^  fufFer- 
ings.  If  Judas  is.  to  be  finally  received  into  Heaven, 
and  there  to  remain  for  ever,  can  it  then  with  any 
propriety  be  faid  of  him.  That  it  had  been  good  for 
that  man  if  he  had  never  been  born?  Surely  no* 
.  The  advocates  for  Univerfal  Salvation  are  confer 
quently  reduced  to  this  dilemma  :  either  they  muft^ 
on  the  one  hand,  fuppofe  that  the  everlafting.  joys  of 
Heaven  are  fo  poor  and  mean,  that  they  cannot  com* 
penfate  for  a  limited  ftate  of  fufFering ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  admit  that  Judas  will  be  eternally  ex- 
cluded from  Heaven  with  all  its  enjoyments.  There 
is  no  arguing  fuccefsfully  againftmatterof  fail.  The 
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plain  illita"ate  Chriftian  may  be  perplexed  by  the/cH 
phiftical  methods  of  reafooing  ufed  in.  defence  of  the 
do<Srine  which  I  oppofe.  But  let  him  remember^ 
that  however  fpecious  and  plaufible  they  may  appear,- 
they  muft  be  felfe,  bec^ufe  they  exprefsly  contradict 
the  teftimony  of  Chrift  in  the  cafe  of  Judas.  Many 
who  read  this  paper  may  perhaps  not  be  able  to  de** 
te<9:  and  expofe  the  fallacy  of  fuch  pretended  reafon-r 
ings;  but  they  may  be  fatisfied  with  the  perfuafion 
that  the  Bible  can  never  contradidl  itfelf.  And  I 
am  fure  that  if  they  arc  earneftly  and  fincerely  feek-. 
ing  after  truth,  they  >vill  receive  the  teftimony  oi 
Jefus  Chrift  in  preference  to  that  of  any  fallible  mor- 
tal whatever.  May  they  arid  all  who  pr^rfefe  to  re- 
ceive the  Grofpel,  daily  pray  for  true  fpiritual  wif^. 
dom ;  that  while  they  adore  the  Son  of  God  as  the 
righteous  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  whofe  dccifion$r 
are  all  founded  in  equity  and  truth,  they  may  alfo 
rejoice  in  him  as  the  Author  and .  Finiiber  of  their 
Salvation." 


IGNORANCE,  AND  ODD  THOUGHTS. 

A  PERSON  lately  called  on  me,  apparently  to, 
difpute  againft  the  Doctrine  of  the  Reftora-. 
tipn.     He  feemed  an  ignorant  man;  but  according 
to  his  own  account  he  had  attended  the  Gofpel  at; 
different  places  for  feyeral  years^^  and  having  heard, , 
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of  the  Univerfal  Doftrihcf,  he  thought  it  ivas  hk  dxiif 
to  oppofe  it,  becaufe  it  Vs^  a  d&mnable  bttefy.  In 
the  courfe  of  converiktiony  I  fajd  it  was  a  great  ab- 
lUrdity  to  fuppofe  that  fih  wotild  endlefsly  eilft,  un- 
lefs  it  could  be  proved  than  it  had  its  root  ^nd  foufi-^ 
dation  in  God;  or  that  thei^  wete  two  felf-exiftetit 
and  independent  beitigs*  He  replied  that  there  Wer6 
t*o  felf^xiftent  and  independent  bfeifigSj  namely^ 
Ck>d  and  the  deriL  1  thought  at  fifft  that  he,  waa 
jeAing;  but  He  ferioufly  affifrti^d  it  again,  and  add- 
cd,  that  tb6  devil  Was  o&inipoteftt,  a«d  iififiilitey  and 
eternal,  and  that  the  Scripture  faid  fo.  I  afked  Ibr 
his  pr6of.  H^  paiifed^  and  faid  he  was  fare  thci. 
Scriptui^  faid  fo,  and  he  had  always  bcBftf^  ftv 
and  be  thbnght  it  fti^nge  that  I  fliould  ddubt  it:  bc» 
6ven  iAtifttated  that  it  wa$  in  v^n  to  converft  with* 
mt)  a^  I  denied  the  Scripture.  In  vain  did  I  testfon,^ 
and  quote  8($ripture.  I  could  not  move  haJi,  As  I. 
laid  under  the  reproach  of  h^efy  With  hiiri  eoncern- 
ing  the  Reftoration,  my  word  had  no  authority  ¥nth« 
him,  not  even  againft  the  deity  of  the  devil.  1  adviled 
him  to  oonverfe  with  fome  Minifter  upon  the  fiib- 
je6l,  awd  call:  upon  mc  again,  but  I  have  not  ften 
him  fince.  However  I  can  but  think  that  this  man 
took  the  only  g?6Bnd  upon  whifeli  the  of^ftion  of 
cridlefe  rnifery  can  be  maintafined. 

"the  oddity  of  this  man's  ferttin*>ent  hc^  blottght  to 
my  mind  jfevc^al  others  ais  odd,  which  T  Mtl^iibei*  t^^^' 
hate  met  Witfr.    I  wafi  onto  eotft'feffing  wi^  a  fnaM^ 
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♦fgood  natural  fenfe,  but  who  was  very  igtiorant  ai 
religion.  As  I  was  pointing  out  the  way  of  Salva- 
tion by  faith  in  Chrift,  he  flopped  me,  and  faid,  there 
was  no  occalion  for  all  this  noife  about  faith,  and  the 
law,  and  the  prophets ;  for  Jefus  Chrift  had  faid, 
*^-  Hang  the  law  and  the  Prophets/*  '  I  replied  that  I 
Avas  acquainted  with  no  fuch  faying  of  Our  Lord; 
He  told  me,  then  I  was  very  ignbrant  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, for  Chrift  faid,  ^^  If  we  did  our  duty,  the  lavr 
and  the  Prophfets  might  be  hanged."  I  found  that 
lie  referred  to  thefe  words:  *^  ThOu  flialt  love  the 
'Ldrd  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foul, 
and  with  all  thy  ftrength,  and  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
ieW:  .On  thefe -two  commaridmehts  hang  (depend) 
th^  law  and  ttie  Prophets."  I  endeavoured  to  ex* 
plain  the  pa.flage  to  him ;  but  he  ferioufly  aflured  me 
that  he  bad  always  underftood  it  in  the  fenfe  abover 
mentioned;  and  as  I  was  younger  than  himfclf^  he 
would  ilot  be  taught  by  me. 

I  remember  when  I  was  a  boy  that  I  once  heard 
•fouF'-women  tMkiiig  together  about  religion,  three 
of  whom  were  mothers  of  families.  Among  othei 
fubjedls,  they  converfed  about  the  fourth  command*- 
ment.  One  of  them  faid  fhe  cOuld  not  think  what 
it  meant,  by  all  things  being  made  in  a  mi^.  ^^  Made 
in  a  mij}^'*'  fays  another,  "  what  do  you  mean  ?'^^  *^  O 
fays  a  third,  "I'll  tell  you;  come  hither  Sal,  and  fay 
the  fourth  commandment."  Sal '  came  and  repeated 
it;' but  inftijad^af^fayirig,  "  The'  Lord  madeheaveg 
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and  earth,  aq4  the  fea,  and  alltba^  in  tbi^nff  %"  H^ 
faid,  ''  The  fea  andi  all  W  i«  /A^  »?i/?."  "  There;' 
iays  her  mother,  ^^  yo«  fee  it  is  a  ;^/'  ^*  ^^  twf^ 
fe  it  is,"  ikys  the  oUier,  "  aad  np  dwH  birt  Gad 
^  Alottighty  aiafcev«!y  thiijg  in  a  ^  a]l;  ficaft^"  TO' 
Ihia  very  aWUrd  interpretation  they  all  agreed.  All 
thefo  womco  had  always  been  ufed  to  read^  th^  Sori^ 
tares,  and  go  tp  church  v^y  fteadUy,  notwithfl^ndh 
ing  thear  igivarafioe. 

I  n^coWe^St  another  fentimOTit  which  for  ^gno^^f 
and  \iackednQfs.is  very  remadf^aWe.  Aa  el<ferly  wo^ 
imiy  whQ  wag  i^  the  h^it  pf  read«ig  the  SkjripftwseB 
fi?equently,  wa/3  qpawrii^g  ^ith  fow^  of  k^x  ^nuafc 
iifiighhours  afepufe  gping  to  H-^v^>;  a^d  they  hutiw 
mated  that.tbj^  thought  it  ad^fl^qolt.  matit^r  Ifl  gejL 
there,  ^q  replied^  If  they  \nem  s^mi^i  wl^ 
the  Scriptures;  thcgf  woiUdj  fftOft  kww/  feet^f ,  fof  n^ 
Kvbipaa  whOited  ew^  hornift  a  cl^itfd  <5ouW.  he  teft^ 
becaufe  St.  Paul  faid,  fFmmJt^^h/^^'i^  fhMr 
iearihg^ 

:  It  13  cvid^il?  that  ih^)  reifrFed;  t|(8;l.Til»>..ii\  \&>^ 
but  fo  pejjverfe  a.,fti«fe  Qf  it,  I  hic^i^^is  ^pt^o^ftft^  b^ 
niefe  wish.  . 

AnotJter  \ymmK  who  had  heanj  imifer  av^profeflgi^ . 
of  religion  fon)€^y€»!fS,  an^was  a;t»fii3nfe?r,<;/a.Qblfflcfe{» 
lyas  fd  unacqiwnt§4  ^thr  thj^  Sj»igt^w»  ^%  tQ  f^ 
tibcre  wa&  no  text  i«>  the  Bihle  whi<thifaid  Chrift  di^ 
ibr^alL  I  repeated  Heb.  ii.  9.  "  Th^t  hfi  by  the 
grace  of  Gtod  {houlitafte  dpath  fftr.ev^j^  tmnl'  She 
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fold,  I,  bad  made  the  words  myfelf,  for  fhe  had  nevtsf 
heard  of  them  before.     I  took  her  Bible  and  fhewed 
her  the  text.     She  was  much  furprifed,  and  declardc} 
ihe  had  never  heard  it.     I  (hewed  her  feveral  moY4 
of  a  fimilar  kind;  fhe  confefled  they  were  ndw  tO 
her.     I  converfed  with  her  concerning  thd  univfirfa^ 
lity  of  the  death  of  Chrift;     She  faid  her  paftor  ha4 
'  always  preached  that  Chrift  died  only  for  his  eledl, 
and  had  quoted  many  Scriptures  to  prove  it..  I  afkecj 
her  to  bring  me  one  Jhat  faid  Chrift  died  for  his  elcxSt 
Qnfy.     She  paufed,.  and  iaid  |io  doubt  but  thcJre  werrf 
many,  but  fti^  could  not  reGolle6l  them.     I  told  her 
there  were  noht,  and  it  was  iriipojfliblc  ttefe  fliould 
b©  2iny>  for  As  the  Scripture^  faid  (thrift  died  for  ^ 
and  f6r  every  man,  it  could  not  fay  he  died  for  his 
t\t6^  orjly,  without  eontradi6ting  itfelf.     She  faid  it 
was  ftrange;  but  fhe  would  afk  her  paftoi*  about  iti 
I  advifed  htt  fo  to  do,  and  to  infift  upon  his  fhcwing 
h^r.  a  text  where  it  faid  Chrift  died  for  his  eJccft  orifyi 
She  did  fo,  and  when  I  faw  her  again  ihe  told  itio  , 
her  paftor  had  talked  a  great  deal  to  prove  the  parti- 
ality of  the  death  of  Chrift  ;  but  could  not  bring  a 
Scripture  to  prove  it.      She  afterwards   became  a 
Univerfalift,  and  lived  happily,  and  died  honourably 
in  Chrift; 

I  will  add  to  thefe  another  inftance.  I  knew  a 
profane  man,  a  Farrier  by  trade,  that  was  re^oach*^ 
ing  his  dau^ter  for  her  prpfefling  th^  Qofpel;  the 
girl  pleaded  her  rigKt  of  confcience  to  ju4ft0  for  her^' 
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felf  J  tnis  brought  on  fome  Converfation  about  the 
acceptance  of  a  iiriher  with  God.     The  girl  alkecf 
fcim  how  he  thought  to  be  faved,  feeing  that  he  muft 
know  he  was  4  great  finner.     He  paufed,  and  then 
faid^  he  had  done  a  great  many  relnarkable  cures  to 
horfes  and  bullocks,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  God 
Almighty  ivould  fave  him  on  that  account. 
.    Strange  as  the  above  accounts  may  appear,  they 
are  true:-  they  fell  under  my  own  notice,  except  the 
laft,  which   I  had  credible  teftimony  of,  and  well 
knew  the  perfons.     If  there  is  fo  much  ignorance 
among  perfons  in  our  owncountry^  it  would  be  well 
If  fome  feri6us  Chriftians  would  think  of  a  miffion 
kmong  the  thoughtlefs  and  ignorant  at  home.     I  do 
not  mfean  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of  thofe  good  .men 
who  encourage  the  preaching  of  the  Grofpel  to  the 
heathen;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  the  heathen  in  our 
own  neighbourhood  ftiould  be  negledted.     My  heart 
yearns  with  compaffion  over  the  ignorance  and  wick- 
ednefs  of  thoufands  in  this  ifland. 
-  W.  VIDLER. 


j4  Converfation  between  a  CGuntryman  and  his  Friendj 
in  confequence  of  feeing  Parliamenf^Court  Chapel  in 
Mourmng. 

Samuel  OROTHER  JAMES,  what  means  this 
-  JLJ  black  ?    Your  chapel  feems  in  mourn- 

hig  for  the  dead  !• ' 
.  .:  w       ,  James. 
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,  James. — ^You  judge  right,  brother  Samuel ;  our 
friend  and  well-belbved  paftor,  Elhanan  Winche^pr 
is  dead — I  mean  hjs  body,  not  his  foul ;  for  that  i^ 
gone  to  prove  God's  never-failing  love  to  loft  man-^ 
kind,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  which  he  fo  affeftionately^ 
fo  ardently,  and  fo  fcripturally  taught.  .  t  .  ;» 

&iMiiel— Let  me  recolledl : — Is  not  this  the  man 
that  wrote  fo  much  and  preached  fo  much  about 
God's  finally  reftoring  all  lapfed  intelligences  to 
holinefs  an4  happinefs,  thro agh  the  merits  of  Jefus 
Chrift?. 

James. — Brother  Samuel,  this  is  the  very  man ;  I 
wifli  you  would  read  his  writings,  and.  compare  thera^ 
with  Scripture,  and  then  you  could  judge  for  your- 

.  JSamuel. — I  have  read  fome  of  Mr.  Wincb^ftpr'^ 
writings,  and  h^ve  compared  them  with  Scripture, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  he  13  right ;  for  we  read, 
that  God  is  love ;  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over 
dl  his  works,  and  that  Chrift  tafted  death  for  every 
pian  ;  and  that  God  will  have  all  men  to  be  fayed,; 
and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  triith  ;  an4  if 
he  will,  I  alk,  brother  James,  who  can  hinder  him  ]. 
I  never  knew  the  m^n,  but  I  have  thougljt  that  h9 
muft  be  a  very  good  man  ;  or  at  If^jaft,  like  the  Scrip-j^ 
tures,  he  makes  out  God  to  be  a  very  good  God,,, 
and  one  methinks  that  every  body  muft  love,  ai^4^ 
ftrive  to  ferve,  that  believes  this  of  him  ;  and  for  all 
this,  I  have  heard  people  fpeak  againft  Winchefter ; 

O  o  3  but 
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but  it  was  fomc  of  the  grest  and  rich  folks  bdongra^ 
to  our  meeting,  fuch  as  do  not  love  every  body  ;  ib 
they  would  have  God  to  be  like  them,  oniy  love  a 
few  : — in  fhort,  if  you  was  to  judge  of  their  cbnducft, 
you  would  think  they  loved  nobody  but  themlelves  ; 
and  for  all  this,  they  think  therhfelvds  better  than  any 
body  el/e.  For  my  part,  I  never  had  much  learn- 
ing; but  I  know  I  love  every  one,  becauife  I  am 
pleafed  to  hear  of  any,  and  of  every  one  being  ddi- 
vered  frbm  diftrefs ;  and  I  would  deliver  them  if  1 
could,  I  am  always  forry  when  I  hear  of  any  being 
in  pain,  unlefs  I  know  that  their  pain  in  the  end 
trill  be  for  their  good  :  lam  fure  God  muft  love  all, 
becaufe  he  has  told  me  to  do  fd.  Pray^ve  me  a 
Ihort  account  of  this  man's  life  and  coverfation  ;  for  . 
if  theft  be  like  his  creed,  I  fhall  like  him  better  on 
account  of  thefe  people  fpeaking  againft  him;  for 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  was  fpoke  againft, 
and  yet  they  had  no  real  evil  to  fay  of  him. 

James. — Brother  Samuel,  all  who  knew  him  in  his 
life-time  had  reafon  to  belipve  that  he  followed  his 
Lord  and  Mafter,  Jefus  Chrift,  and  walked  as  he 
walked,  as  near  as  we  can  compare  earthly  things 
with  heavenly,  or  as  near  as  we  can  compare  one 
that  finned  with  one  that  never  did  fin.  He  was 
meek,  merciful,  and  benevolent ;  and,  like  Jefus, 
went  about  doing  good. 

Samuel. — Such  an  account  as  this,  of  fo  gre^t  a 
man  as  Mr.  Winchefter,  does  my  foul  good^  and 

fills 
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ffflfe  fti'6  With  joy,  bi-otfief  Jatftei.  HiiS  Wffl  lhb#  to 
#brid  thtt  there  b  a  fedlity  in  R^lgteh  *  let  Us  l^ 
^iMil  that  God  hfes  ^veft  fuck  k  mm,  tM  HitiM 
fei  dropping  ati  affedlioAate  te^r  at  his  departure  froat 
lis.  l^e  angels  ha\^e  ^Ireidy  hfeiled  his  fofil  Wei- 
cortie  on  the  Coaftd  of  blifs---let  ytfn  i^ftd  I  f&ioW  thisT 
^i^  bi^her,  and  your  beloved  ^ftbt  j  and  th6tt>, 
l?hen  it  pleaifes  God  to  cdl  u&,  t^re  ftiall  be  haSted 
jdib  wdcoiTtie.  And  when  Jeftis  tioltt^,  our  bodkS 
*i!l  bft  ^aifed  with  hi^/and  wUh  th^  multitude:  of  tb^ 
fifft-born,  t^  fhall  be  amongft  thfe  firft-fruits  tittto 
theXotd  of  the  HirVeft. 

•  James.^^My  dteiir  brother  Samuel,  <ibilv*riatioA 
like  this  give^  me  a  fore-tafte  of  th6  Age  of  Blelfed- 
rtcfi,  when  Chrift^s  kingdom  fhall  come,  ^nd  his  Will 
betlone  otl  eirth  as  it  ih  Hetjveh*  I  was  going  W 
fay,  I  \Vifh  ybtt  lived  ttl  L6ridOn,  for  the  fake  of  ihy' 
having  your  company  ;  but  triiift  r^al  rty-wordS^  as^ 
it  is  right  for  all  of.  us  to  be  contented  in  the  ikua- 
tion  which  God  ia  hi^  proyidenee  has  placed  us.- — 
How  happy  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  toge- 
ther in  unity,  and  to  cbmfort  each  othef  as  they 
walk  JDy  the  way  through  the  wlldefnefs;  I  am 
happy  you  fee  the  word  of  God  as  it  is,  full  6f  love,' 
like  God  himfelf.  Methihks  the  dirc(5lidn-poft  is^ 
plain,  which  the  Lord  of  Life  has  given  in  his  word, 
and  he  has  likewife  given  the  Holy  Spirit  to  every  one 
to  profit  withal,  fo  that  he  that  runs  may  read.  If  we 
would  lay  afide  our  prejudices  and  our  evil  defires, 

Oo4  I  think 
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I  think  we  might  all  agree  to  walk  one  way ;  fijr 
Almighty  God  means  good  to  all ;  and  if  all, would 
read  the  writing  and  have  faith  in  the  writer,  and  a<9; 
accordingly,  they  would  efcape  a  deal  of  labour  and 
iprrow;  jfor  notwithftanding  God,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  h4s  determined  to  bring:all  right  at  laft,  yet 
judgment  and  punifhment  ^wait  the  difobedient  and. 
gain-fayers. — I  oannot,  help  thanking  you  before  w^ 
part,  for  the  regard  you  feem  to  have  for  the  Con- 
gregation at  Parliament-court  Chapel,  and  for  your 
Sympathy  refpe(fting  our  lofs  in  Mr.  Winchefter  * 
'  but  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  notwitji- 
iJanding  God  Almighty  has  thought  fit  to  take  our 
brother  and  beloved  pallor,  Mr.  Wincheftery  with' 
one  hand  to  himfelf — with  the  other  hand  he  has 
fopplied  his  place,  by  giving  us  Qne,  equally  .beloved, 
equally  faithful,  Williani  Vidler,  who  is  now  our 
Pallor,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion  : 

**  He  feiz'd  his  mantle  as  the  Prophet  flew, 

"  And,  with  his  mantle,  caught  his  fpirit  too."       f 

Samuel. — Brother  James,  I  am  now  fatisfied,  and 
well  rewarded  for  my  journey  to  London,  notwith- 
ftanding my  Hay  is  fo  fhort,  which  was  only  to  ba 
two  days ;  and  one  I  have  fpent  with  you,  one  of 
the  moll  agreeable  I  have  ever  yet  Ipent.  I  (hatl 
have  a  great  deal  to  tell  my  friends  and  neighbours. 
Farewel ;  write  me  foon,.and  always  fay  fomething 
about  the  univerfal  Ipve  of  God  to  all  his  creatures  : 

I  think 
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it  is  a  feaft  to  my  foul.  I  feel  moll  for  your  lofs  ; 
but  God  hath  raifed  you  up  another  paftor  like  unto 
him. 


The  Manner  of  preaching  the  GqfpeJ  by  the  Moravian 
Mtjftonaries  among  the  Heathen* 

THE  method  of  the  brethren  to  bring  the  heathen 
to  Ghrift,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  their  at- 
tempts, particularly  in  Greenland,  nearly  as  follows  : 
They  proved  to  the  heathen  that  there  is  a  God,  and 
fpake  to  them  of  his  attributes  and  perfe<5iions.  lit 
the  next  place,  they  fpake  upon  the  creation — how 
God  had  made  man  after  his  own  image,  which^ 
however,  was  foon  loft  by  the  fall.  They  then  made 
the  heathen  acquainted  with  the  laws  which  God 
gave  by  his  fervant  Mofes.  Hence  they  proved  to 
them,  that  they  were  finners,  and  had  deferved  tem- 
poral and  eternal  punifhment :  and  from  this  they 
drew  the  confequence,  that  there  muft  be  one  to  re-* 
concile  them  to  God. 

This  method  of  teaching  they  continued  for  a  long 
time,  but  without  any  fuccefs ;  for  the  heathen  be- 
came tired  of  fuch  difcourfes.  If  it  be  alked,  how 
happened  it  that  the  brethren  fell  upon  the  faid  me- 
thod ?  I'muft  confefs,  that  I  am  apprehenfive  I  was 
myfelf  the  caufe  of  it.  The  firft  brethren  who  were 
deftined  for  Greenland  went  to  Coj^enhagen,  by  way 
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of  HaHe,  where  I  at  ihait  time  Hvied*  They  tftrrfed 
8  few  jdays  with  me,  And  converifed  with  me,  rcftath^ 
to  their  intentions.  Upon  this,  I  gave  them  a  boo& 
to  read  (for  I  knew  no  better  at  that  time)  in  which 
a  certain  divine  treated  of  the  method  to  convince 
«nd  bring  the'  heathen  to  Chrift.  The  good"  man 
had  probably  never  feen  a  heathen  in  all  his  life, 
much  lefs  converted  any  ;  but  yet  he  imagined  he 
tx>iAd  givfe  direftions  how  to  fet  about  it.  Thfe 
brethren  followed  his  directions;  but  without  ibc- 
ccft. 

Mead  while,  it  plttfcd  the  Lord  our  Saviour^  to 
give  the  congregation  of  the  brethren  at  H^rnhut 
i^mt^  infight  into  the  word  of  atonement,  by  the  o^ 
feripg  of  Jefua.  Nor  were  they  wanting  to  dec^lard 
to  the  brethren  in  Greenland,  that  they  muft  preach 
«^fu8  Chrift,  if  they  meant  to  produce  any  bleflttig 
among  the  heathen^  Upon  thife,  the  bfethrea  (mtf* 
fionarles)  began  to  tranflate  fome  parts  of  tfib  OoC- 
pel,  efpecially  what  relates  to  the  fufferings  and  dea^ 
of  Jefus,  and  read  that  to  the  heathen.  Thig  gavd 
an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with  them  farther  on  that 
bead.  Then  God  opened  their  hearts,  that  they  at- 
tended to  his  word,  and  it  proved  t6  them  the  poWfei^ 
of  God.  They  became  defirous  of  hearing  moi^ 
about  it ;  and  the  fire,  which '  had  been  kiflfdled  m  ' 
them  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fpread  farther  and  farther ; 
and  thus  many  were  converted  to  God.  Sinc^f 
which  time,  the  brethren  were  frequently  afked  by 
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the  heatheai,  Why  they  did  not  preach  fooner  ta 
them  of  Jefus  ?  "faying  aWb,  that  they  had  been  quite 
tired  of  hearing  the  difcourfes  about  God,  and  the 
two  firft  parents,  &:c. 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  lived  in  North 
America,  I  fometimes  got  the  brethren,  that  were 
uftd  occafionally  in  the  fervice  of  our  Lord,  to  come 
tbgether,  in  order  that  I  might  converfe  with  them 
about  their  labours.  Johannes,  an  Indian  of  the 
Mahikander  nation,  who  had  formerly  been  a  very 
wicked  m^n,  but  was  now  thoroughly  converted,  and 
was  alfo  our  fellow-labourer  in  the  congregation  ga- 
thered from  among  the  heathen,  at  that  time  dwel- 
ling in  Chekomehah,  happened  to  be  juft  then  on  a 
viflt  with  us,  and  alfo  came  to  our  tittle  meeting. — 
He  was  a  man  that  had  cKcellent  gifts,  was  a  bold 
confeflbr  of  what  he  knew  to  be  true,  and  upder- 
ftodd  the  German  language,  fo  as  to  exprefs  himfelf 
with  fbfficient  clearnefs.  ^s  we  were  fpeaking  to 
each  other  about  the  heathen,  he  faid,  among  other 
things,  "  Brethren,  I  have  hccti  a  heathen,  and  have 
grown  old  among  them ;  I  know,  therefore,  very 
well  how  it  is  with  the  heathen.  A  preacher  came 
once  to  us,  defiring  to  inftiii6l  tfs,  and  began  by^ 
proving  to  us  that  there  was  a  God.  On  which  we 
feid  to  him.  Well,  and  doft  thou  think  we  are  ig- 
norant of  that  ?  Now,  go  again  v^rhence  thou  com^-  ' 
^ft.  Another  preacher  came  another  time,  and  would 
inflrudl  us^  faying.  Ye  muft  not  (Ipal,  nor  drink  too 
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much,  nor  lie,  &c.  We  anfwered  him,  Foor  that 
thou  art ;  doft  thou  not  think  that  we  know  that } 
1 — Go  and  learn  it  firft  thyfelf,  and  teach  the  peo- 
ple thou  belongeft  to  not  to  do  thefe  things;  for 
who  are  greater  drunkards,  or  thieves,  or  liars,  than 
thine  own  people  ? — ^Thus,  we  fent  him  away  alfo. 
Some  time  after  this,  Chriftian  Henry,  one  of  the 
brethren,  came  to  me  into  my  hut,  and  fat  down  by 
ipe :  the  contents  of  his  difcourfe  to  me  were  nearly 
thefe :  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
Heaven .  and  Earths  He  acquaints  thee,  that  he 
would  gladly  fave  thee,  and  refcue  thee  from  the 
miferable  ftate  in  which  thou  lieft.  To  this  end  he 
became  a  man,  hath  given  his  life  for  mankind,  and 
Ihed  his  blood  for  them,  &c.  Upon  this,  he  lay 
down  upon  a  board  in  my  but,  and  fell  afleep,  being 
fatigued  with  his  journey.  I  thought  within  my- 
fdf,  what  manner  of  man  is  this  ?  There  he  lies,  and 
|leeps  fo  fweetly.  I  might  kill  him  immediately,  if 
I  would,  and  throw  him  out  into  the  foreft  : — ^who 
would  care  for  it  ?  But  he  is  unconcerned  How- 
ever, I  could  pot  get  rid  of  his  words.  They  conti-. 
Dually  came  to  my  mind ;  and  though  I  went  to 
fleep,  yet  I  dreamed  of  the  blood  which  Chrifl  ha^jL 
ihed  for  us.  I  thought  this  was  very  flrange  ;  and 
I  went  to  interpret  to  the  other  Indians  the  words 
which  Chriftian  Henry  fpake  farther  to  us.  Thus, 
through  the  Grace  of  God,  the  awakening  among  us 
^ook  place.    I  tell  you  therefore,  brethren,  preach  tp 
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heathen,  Chrift,  and  his  blood,  and  his  death,  if  yc 
would  wifh  to  produce  a  blelling  among  them. — 
Such  was  the  exhortation  of  Johannes,  the  Mahi- 
kander,  to  us.  ;  But  the  brethren  were  already,  be- 
fore that  time,  convinced  that  Jefus  Chrift  muft  be 
the  marrow  and  fubftance  of  the  preaching  of  the 
Gofpel  among  the  heathen  ;  even  as  he  is  in  general 
called  with  juftide,  the  marrow  and  fubftance  of  the 
whole  Bible.  We  Ihall  not  do  amifs,  therefore,  if 
we  follow  the  method  of  the  Apoftles ;  who,  in  their 
ojSice,  were  under  the  peculiar  leadings  of  the  Hc3y 
Spirit ;  as  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  us.  Hence,  what 
Paul  writes  to  the  Q>rinthians, . "  I  determined  net 
to  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrift  and 
him  crucified,  is  a  firmly  eftablifhed  rule  for  us  ill 
preaching  to  the  heathen. 

N.  B.  The  above  is  extra6led  from  ^  An'  Account 
of  the  Manner  in  which  the  Proteftant  Chiirch 
of  the  Unitas  Fratrum,  or  United  Brethren, 
preach  the  Gofpel,  and  carry  oh  their  MilEohs 
among  the  Heathen :  written  in  German,  by 
Auguft  Gottlieb  Spangenbcrg.'  The  fentiment 
contained  in  it  is  excellent.  .  What  little  fuc- 
cefs  my  own  miniftry  has  met  with,  I  attri- 
bute to  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  Chrift:: 
And  I  heartily  recommend  fuch  preaching  to 
all  my  young  friends,  whether  in  town  or  coun- 
try, who  are  coming  forward  in  the  wqrk  of  the 
miniftry. 

W.VIDLER. 
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A  FRAGMENT. 

ELIGiON  makes  men  better,  %s  Chrif* 
topbiius. — Real  ReMgiOn  doesr  ib,  (aid 
Candidus.— Does  not  all  Rdrgion  make  men  better  } 
£dd  Eugcnrtjs ;  my  uncle  Senex  feys  it  docs;— -Your 
unde,  faid  Chrifiophilus,  is  a  good-natured  ibrt  of  a 
mati ;  btrt  what  rcdigion  be  is  of  t  don't  know :  I 
think  he  atteoda  no  place  of  worfbip. — ^He  does  not^ 
ind  Eugenitts ;  bilt  be  fays,  he  is  a  great  friend  to 
rtligion  r  he  calls  himfHf  a  ckurchnanj  thou^  be 
has  not  been  at  church  fix  times  thefe  tvrdvc  yiearsi 
-***He  js  one?  cif  thofe  men  whoto  I  bdieve  to  have 
no  rdigioii',  foid  Candidus ;  but  I  think  he  is  a  liet-- 
tar  m'^  than  fimnfe  who  pretehd  to  have  a  great 
deal. — I  don't  underftand  that,,  faid'  Engenius ;  I 
thought  no  man  could  be  a  good  man  without  reli- 
gion.T— You  are  right,  laid  Candidus,  I  did  not  iky 
your  uncle  was  a  good  man ;'  that  he  cannot  be 
tvhile  he  lives  without  God,  and  without  Chrilt ;  but 
he  is  better  than  fome  men,  who  have  great  credit  in 
the  religjous  worJd  :  for  inftance,  he  is  not  guilty  of 
hypocrify  in  profeiHng  a  creed  which  he  does  not  be- 
lieve ;  and  if  he  has  any  ideas  of  religion  that  may 
be  called  his  own  ;  which  I  doubt ;  yet  he  doth  not 
fpeak  evil  of^  and  perfecute  others  who  diffet  from 
him  ;  but  fome  men  breathe  out  flaughtering  and 
death  continually  againft  all  of  a  contrary  fentiment 
or  worfhip:  yea,  they  even  think   they,lhould  do 
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Ck)4  fervi(?e  by  deftro3iing  them.  Now  I  think,  if 
tbej  had  119  rcligic^,  they  would  be  better  men  in 
foqiety^,  and.  quite  as.  good  in  the  fight  of  God.-^ 
Qh^iftophilu3  £iid^  at  leafl  fuch  meu  muft  befiocece^ 
though  thejj  were  viuhappily  ignpraat  pf  the  bcnevo- 
lenjt  fpirit  of  the  Gofpeh — ^Haaixdidus  iaid,  if  mea 
togk,  up  a  Keligfcp  without  love,  they  muft  cither  be 
hjfpQCiites  or  ippeudiaries  :  io  the  former  cafe^  their 
qoia^tiou  woiJd  be  umch  worfe  than  though  they 
had  no  rd^qn  Vk%  all;  and  ru  the  latter^  by  their 
bloody  temRer,  thsy  would  befpgilers  of  inaukiaid^ 
and  coi^fequantly  would  bave^pMich  more  guilt  th^i^ 
tbst/iiww  whcjj^  tlTOHg^  muqeifed  in  fenfuaJity,  did 
DOtpoDcem  hiuifelf  a^H>ut  stpy  religiou*  And,,  he 
iuided>  that  h<^  thoi^ht.puc  Ih^  h^d  proved  t^is,  iqt 
the  diara^t^i^  of  th^  pubIioaf)$  and  fimucDs,  az^| 
fcribe&  and  phariiees^.  which  he.  had  given  in  the  I!)Ie^ 
TejG^meiM:.  X  ^viU  illuilrate  by  an  ai^cdote,,  iaid 
C9r>didus:--rB€ii<Hre  the  Reformation,  there  wers 
loany  pioi^  and  harmkfs  people  in;  the.  ibu^of 
France,  called  tljQ  Poor  Men  of  Lyons,  Thefe  pea* 
ple^  by  their  induftry^  fnigali^i.  and  hcnevoJence, 
we;ire  atbleffing  tafbciety  ;  but  tijey  defpifed  the  riiqi 
aod  eeremopies  of  the  church,  and  thought:  the  Pop^ 
wa3  anticbrift,  aild  the.  prieft*  and  monks  were  his 
tpok,  to  deceive,  arid  opprcfs  mankiiid*  They  read 
theapriptures  much^eipecially  thj& New  Teftameot^ 
w^ch  many  of  their  teachers  could  almoft  repeat  bjf 
memory,  and  they  regulated  all  their  anions,  and 
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worfliip  according  to  it.     The  King  of  France,  theri 
living,  was  a  merry  thoughtlefs  fellow,  who  had  no 
religion,  nor  did  he  care  ab^ut  the  religion  of  other 
men ;  but  fuch  i  people  as  the  Poor  Men  of  Lyons 
were,  by  the  Court  of  Rome,  thought  too  dangerous 
to  be  fuffered  to  live  in  peace.     The  Cardinal  Le- 
gate in  France,  -therefore,  folicited  their  deftru6lion, 
and  often  complained  to  the  King,  of  their  increafe. 
His  Majefty,  knowing  he  had  no  religion  himfelfj 
was  not  willing  to  injure  others  who  had  ;  but  being 
wearied  with  the  perpetual  importunitiies  of  the  Car- 
dinal, fecretly  font  fome  fenfible  gentlemen  of  his 
court  to  find  out  who  thefe  people  were,  and 'what 
was  their  crime.     They  returned,  and  reported  ix> 
him  fairly  their  opinions,  worlhip,  and  manner  of 
life.    The  king  heard  it,  and  with  a  great  oath  l^vore; 
they  were  better  men  than  himfelf,  or  the  Cardinal 
either.     His  Eminence  gravely  faid,  that  they*  were 
heretics,  and  confequently  were  hot  to  be  counted! 
good  men,  but  Ought  to  be  deftroyed  from  the  earth, 
for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  that  it  was  the  King'i 
duty  to  affift  the  church  in  exterminating  them. — ^ 
The  King  alked,  "  What  will  become  of  theni  when 
they  die?" — ^Without  doUbt,  Sire,  fays  the  Cardind; 
they  will  be  damned.*' — For  pity's  fake,'then^  (faid 
the  King)  let  them  live  as  long  as  they  can ;  ^God 
forbid  we  fhould  (end  theih  to  hell  before  their  time/' 
I  leave  you  to  judge,  faid  Candidus,  whether  the 
King  or  the  Cardinal  was'the  better  man.        /    ^  - 

^  TO 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TJttE  UliflV|:RpAI.IST's  MISCELLANY.  373 

TO  THE  EDITOR* 
SIR, 

Your  judicious  difoourfc  on  Sunday  laft  conccrriing 
.  .  Faith^  brought  to  my  mind  a  few  remarks  which 
^    I  wrote  about  ten  years  ago  ori  that  fubjeift.    If 
yOu  think  them  worth  your  notice,  you'  may  in* 
fert  them  in  your  Magazine.    They  were  wrbt6 
c    when  I  was  a  conftant  hearer  at  the  New  Chapel^ 
City  Road,  which  people  I  ftill  love  for  their  piety, 
and  alfo  theii-  do6lrine,  fo  far  as  it  treats  ori  prac- 
tical and  experimental  religion ;  but  never  coukl 
relifh  their  abfurdities. 

JAMES  WEAVER^ 

^I^TOTHING  hath  engrofled  the  attention  of  the 
\L^  rdigibtis  world  more  for  this  fifty  years  paff, 
than  the  article  of  Faith  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in 
thb  whole  body  of  Divinity  made  mor^  loofe  and  un- 
determinate ;  for  whilft  one  affirms  it  is  the  believing 
my  pardon,  others  fuppofe  it  is  the  believing  ih 
Chrill!  for  pardon.  Some  fuppofe  the  faith  of  a  Jew 
is  not  tiie  faith  of  a  Chriflian  under  the  Gofpel  dif- 
penfation.  Again,  others  will  tell  you  there  be  fomb 
who?  are  neithei*  believers  nor  unbelievers,  neither 
children  of  God  nor  children  of  the  devil,  but  fei^- 
vants ;  and  theie  are  they  who  remain  under  con- 
viOTon  of  fin.  Again,  fome  will  tell  you  we  cannot 
believe  of  ourfelves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  G<)d  :  bit,  fay 
frthers,  we  may  believe  if  we  will.  But  others  who 
attempt  tafalve  this  difficulty  fay,  though  we  can- 
Vol.  I.  '  P  p  not 
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not  believe  when  we  will,  v^e  may  believe  if  we  will. 
But  if  we  advert  to  what  our  blefTed  Saviour  faith, 
with  refpe6l  to  the  Centurion  and  Woman  of  Ca- 
naan, it  might  ferve  as  a  key  to  unlock  this  myftery, 
'without  the  impulfe  of  the  myftic,  or  fagacity  of  the 
phibfqpher.  Now  with  refpcA  to  the  former,  he 
tells  us,  I  have  not  found  fo  great  feitb,  no  not  in 
Ifrael ;  and  with  refpe<5l  to  the  latter,  ^*  O  woman, 
great  it>  thy  faith  ;  be  it  unto  thee  as  thou  wilt." 

But  perhaps  fome  may  fay,  this  faith  here  Ipoken 
bf  only  refpefts  the.  healing  of  the  body,  and  not  the 
foul,  therefore  cannot  be  the  faith  that  jiiftifies  i  as 
faving  faith  (fay  fomd)  "  is  a  Divine  impulfe,  or  im- 
jpreflion  on  the  foul,  whereby' the  fpirit  of  God  im- 
mediately and  directly  witnefles  with  my  fpirit  that  I 
am  a  child  of  God,  and  all  jny  fins  blotted  out." — 
But  this  is  an  evident  miftake,  which  fuppofes  the 
.witnefs  of  the  fpirit  to  be  that  faith  through  which 
\ve  are  juftified.     Nor  did  St.  Paul  mean  any  fuch 
thing,  when  he  faid  to  the  jailor.  Belief e  in  the  Lord 
Jefus,   Chrift,   and  thou  fhalt  be  faved.     No,  the 
.very  idea  is  abfurdj  to  fuppofe  he  then  meant  that 
.the  jailor  fhould  believe  that  he  was  iaved,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  faved ;  but  rather  that  he  (hould 
exprefs  his  faith  in  the  words  of  Martha :  I  believe 
that  thou  art  Chrift,    the  Son  of  the  Living  God. 
. — Now  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  faith    of   the 
Jc*F,   under  the  law,    atid  ours,   under  the    Goi^ 
_pel^    ca6  only  diifer   in  this :    they  believed  in  a 
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Saviour  thai  was  to  come ;  we  believe,  or  rather  re- 
ceive one  that  is  already  come,  as  faith  now  confifts 
more  in  obedience  than  theory,  and  is  fealed  ia  the 
will  rather  than  the  underftanding ;  for  Abraham, 
adlually  proceeding  to  flay  his  fon,  was  a  proof  that 
he  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief, 
therefore  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  rightcoufnefs.  ' 
So  our  believing  in  Chrift,  as  the  only  Saviour  of 
loft  linners  will  not  fave  us,  except  we  a6tually  for- 
.  fake  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well.     But  is  it  not  faid  of 
:  John  the  Baptift,  that  he  was  the  greateft  of  all  thle  x 
;  prophets  that  went  before  him  ?  but  they  that  are 
•  Icaft'in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  (or  if  you  will,  the 
.  kingdom  of  Grace)  are  greater  than  he.     That  John 
was  the  greateft  of  all  the  prophets  which  went  be- 
fore him,  is  evident,  as  he  had  ocular  demonftrations 
,  of  the  Mcffiah  ;  but  that  the  leaft  in  the  kingdom 
of  Grace  is  a  greater  faint  than  John  the  Baptift  was 
(which  fome  fuppofe,  in  order  to  favour  their  own 
hypothefis)   is  a  great  miftake,  and   repugnant   to 
matter  of  fa<ft.     For  when  our  Saviour  faid,  the  Icaft 
in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  was  greater  than  John 
the  Baptift,  he  meant  the  leaft  of  his  apoftles  who 
lived  after  his  death  and  refurrc<£tion,  as  thele  of 
courfe  muft  have  greater  difcoveries  of  the  love  of 
God  to  a  loft  world,  than  they  who  died  before  fuch 
a6tual  difcoveries  took  place ;  and  on  this  account 
only  was  their  embaffy  and  niiffion   greater  than 
John's,  but  had  no  reference  to  the  fan6tification  of 
.  P  p  2        ,  '         the 
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the  man.  But  I  muft  confefs  I  underftand  not  that 
diftin6liQn  made  by  fome,  of  our  believing  if  wfe 
will,  but  not  when  we  will,  as  it  appears  to  me  to  in- 

'  volve  in  it  an  evident  contradidion  ;  for  if  our  be- 
lieving depends  on  the  engagement  of  our  wills,  arid 
when  engaged^  is  inadequate  to  that  engagement, 
then  it  appears  we  cannot  believe  neither  when  we 
will,  nor  if  we  will.     But  whether  a  man  in  fhis 

^  fituation  iiath  got  neither  faith  nor  belief,  is  neither 
3  child  of  God  nor  a  child  of  the  devil,  I  muft  leave 
the  reader  to  determine.  But  if  a  man  cannot  be- 
lieve when  he  will,  or  his  power  is  inadequate  to  the 
a6l  of  believing,  then  unbelief  ca»n  be  no  fin ;  but  if 
unbelief  be  no  fin,  then  our  Saviour  condemns  the 
innocent,  and  of  courfe  the  Scriptures  are  a  fallacy, 
and  faith  a  fiftion.  Now  all  thefe  abfurdities  arife 
from  not  underftanding  the  true  nature  of  faith  ;  for 
what  made  the  believing  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God,  faving  in  the  apoftle's 
time,  was  this :  none  ever  cxpreflfed  their  faith  in 
thefe  terms,  but  immediately  embraced  hfe  docftrine 
and  followed  him  ;  but  fince  this  is  become  an  article 
of  our  creed,  and  generally  believed  (I  would  rather 
fay  generally  profcfTed)  throughout  Chriftenddm, 
faving  faith  confifts  now  more  in  the  receiving  Cbrtft 
and  his  do6lrine  than  in  a  bare  believing  in  him  ; 
for  St.  John  faith,  As  many  as  i*eceive  him,  to  them 
gave  he  power  to  become  the  ions  of  God. 

It 
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It  therefore  appears/  that  favihg  faith  -is  not  only 
a  believing  in  Chrift  hiftoHcally,  but  a  receiving  him 
tihd  his  Word,  as  revealed  in  the  Gofpel,  to  be  my 
Prophet,  Prieft>  arid  King,  and  a  relying  upon  hikn 
alone  for  juftificatron  and  falvation,  which  begets  a 
fihcere  obedience  in  the  life  and  converfatron  ;  but 
to  fiippofe  that  juftifyingfaith  conlifts  in  the  belief  or 
^kiiowledge  of  my  pardon,  is  putting  the  cart  before 
the  horfe,  the  confequertce  before  tbecaufc,  aiid  the 
cure'  before  the  phyfic.  J.  W. 


REMARKABLE  PROVIDENCE. 

MR:  David  Anderfon  wa^  one  of  the  two  thoii- 
fend  Noncbriforniift  Minifters,  who  were 
"•'^jeAed^  from  their  livings  by  'ifhe  A61  of  tjftiformity, 
'in  the' year  one*  thousand  fix  hbndred'arid  fi'xty-ttvo. 
'  His  living  was  Walton  upon  Thames;  in  Surry .-j— 

Soon  after  his  eje6hnent  he  retired  frbm:the  petfeca- 
'  tion  in  'England,  to  Zealand,  in  Holland,  and  fettled 

in  Mfddleburgh,  with  his  wife  ^nd  five  fmall  chil- 
^  dren.  Having  no  employment  there,  he  fdon  con- 
-^  AAried  the  little  money  which  he  berried  over  with 
^  hfm;  and  owed  a  year's  rent  for  his  hoafe,  and  vfas 
''rfeduced  fo  low  as  to  #ant  bread  :  and  fuch  was  his 
■  modefty,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  make  his  cafe 
'  known  in  a  Itrange  coiihiry.  In  this  condition,  after 
^' lie  had  been  one  morning  at  prayer  with  iis  femijy, 

hift 
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his  children  alkcd  for  bread  for  their  breakfaft  ;  but 
Jiaving  none,  nor  money  to  buy  any,  they  all  burft 
into  te^rs. .    In  this  forrowful  caic,  fomebody  rung 
the  bell  at  their  door,  and  Mrs.Anderfon^  in  a  mean 
iand  mournful  drefs,  went  to  fee  who  it  was.     The 
pei'fon  who  rang  afked  for  the   miftrefs :  fhe  an- 
-  fwcred  that  her  name  was  Anderfon.     Here,  fays  he, 
ta  gentleman  has  fcnt  you  this  paper,  and  will  fend 
you  in  fome  provifions  prefently.     She  took  the  pa- 
per, went  in  and  opened  it,  and  found  forty  pieces 
^  of  gold  in  it.     The  meflenger  went  away  on  deliver- 
ing the  paper,  without  faying  whence  he  came,  of 
who  fent  him.     Soon  after  came  a  countrjonan,  with 
9  horfe  load  of  provifions,  flefh,  fifh,  vegetables,  and 
.bread,  and  all  things  neceflary  to  their  living  com- 
•  fortably,  as  long  as  what  was  brought  would  keep  good; 
but  h^  did  not  tell  them  whence  he  came,  neither 
.did  they  know,  to  their  dying  day,  who  it  was.  that 
.  fa  feafonably  relieved  their  wants.     Mr.  John  Quick, 
/who  was  paftor  of  the  Englifh  church,  at  Middle- 
burgh  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
►xame  accidentally  to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole 
-  ;matter.     For  being  at  the  country-houfe  of  Mynheer 
:  De  Koning,  a  magiiirate  of  that  city,  and  happening 
;  to  mention  this  ftory,  M.  De.  Koning  told  him  that 
;  be  was  the  perfon  who  carried  the  gold  ;  and  that  it 
came  from   Mynheer  De  Hofte,  a  pious  merch^t 
.  of  th^it   place,    with  whom   he    was   then   an    ^- 
^ ,  prentice.  ..He  added,  M,  De  Hofte  obferving  a  grave 
i :;  Englifh 
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Englifh  Minifter  frequently  walking  the  ftreets,  with 
a  deje<9:ed  countenance^  enquired  privately  into  his 
circumftatices,  and  apprehending  he  might  be  in 
want,  fent  him  the  gold  and  the  provifions;  faying, 
at  the  fame  time,  \  God  forbid  that  any  of  Chrifl's 
Embafladors  fhodld  be  ftrangerS,  and  we  not  viiit 
them,  or  in  diftrefs,  and  we  not  affift  them.'  But  he 
exprefsly  charged  both  his  fervants  to  conceal  his 
name.  This  relief,  befide  affording  prefent  provi- 
fion,  enabled  Mr,  Anderfon  to  pay  his  debts :  and 
he  could  not  help  communicating  this  inftance  of  the 
great  goodnefs  of  Grod,  to  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance. This  coming  to  the  ears  of  M:  de  Hofte,  he 
afterwards  found  a  fecret  way  of  paying  Mr.  Ander- 
fon*s  rent  for  him  yearly ;  and  of  conveying  to  hiox 
belides  ten  pounds  every  quarter,  which  he  managed 
foy  as  that  he  never  could  or  did  know  his  benefac- 
tor. M,  De  Koning  kept  the  whole  matte;*  fecret 
till  both  Mr.  Anderfon,  his  wife,  and  M.  De  Hofle, 
were  deadt  but  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  give 
this  account  of  it  afterwards. 

Our  Lord,  to  encourage  men  to  difinterefted  be- 
nevolence, fays.  Ye  fhall  be  rewarded  at  the  refur- 
redlion  of  the  juft.  What  a  fine  efFe(3:  will  fuch  a 
circumflance  as  the  above  have  in  the  court  of 
Heaven,  when  it  is  brought  forth  by  him,  who,  when 
on  earth,  was  a  flranger,  defpifed  and  rejected  by 
men  ! ! ! — ^Who  can  conceive  the  feelings  of  the  dif^ 
trcfied  Minifler  and  of  the  benevolent  Merchant  at 

that  time  ? 

POETRY. 
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POETRY. 


THE  REIGN  OF  CHRIST- 

BY    R.    GUMMING. 

.  /^  Sr.aftcr  fome.long  dark  anddormy  ni^t, 
4^'  T\^  iinp>irpled  morn  appears,  and  fprdi  thefq^ 
^jeftic  com^s,  decking  the  parting  cloyds 
With  prient  gems,  and  pouring  far  and,  wid^ 
Radiance,  delight,  and  life,  and  joy  ; 
So  comes  the  morn,  by  facred  bards  foretold. 
When  Peace,  defcending  from  her  native  Ikies, 
'Shall  o'er  the  world  her  heavenly  povy'r  extend ; 
While  Truth  and  Jufiice  high  enthroned  fhall  fit^ 
Erofufely  ipyreading  richeft  fwects  around. 
From  their  effulgence.  Tyranny  and  Pride, 
War,  mad  Ambition,  Fraud,  and  Falfehood  bafe^ 
To  their  dark  origin,  aj>pard,  (hall  fmk, 
A  chaos  inore  horrible  than  ancient  night. 

Whife  o'er  the  dreary  fcene  of  human  woe. 
The  feeling  mind  diweds  her  pitying  eye, 
,  A  r^y  of  hope  breaks  through  the  deep'ning  gloocp, 
{something  gently  vvhifpers— that  ere  long, 
He  who  beholds  the  tyrant's  bofom  fwell, 
Who  hears  the  boaft  of  arrogance  and  pride, 


To 
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Who  marks  the  tear,  and  hears  the  rifing  figh 
Wrung  from  the  breaft  of  innocence  and  worth. 
Will,  by  his  radiance,  burft  the  tcnfoldclouds 
Which  long  have  wrapt,  and  mankind  ftill  benight; 
Will  hurl  the  bolts  of  vengeance  long  preparM, 
Redrefs  each  wrong,  and  to  th*  expefling  world 
Give  Truth  and  Virtue,  Liberty  and  Peace  ! 

In  awful  majefty  array'd,  he  comes. 
Swift  roll  the  wheels  of  his  triumphal  car 
Through  plains  of  aether,  which  flow'-rs  immortal  deck. 
While  gems  celeftial  ftrcw  his  radiant  path, 
Wide  ope  the  portals  of  the  fpacious  Iky, 
And  forth  refulgent  glory  burfts — amidft  the  blaze. 
The  ftars,  the  fun  himfelf  abforbed  feem :     . 
Myriads  of  feraphs,  the  firft  fons  of  heaven. 
Who  fung  fo  fweet,  when  from  his  mighty  hand. 
The  folar  fyftem  crown'd  with  beauty  rofe. 
Now  ling  more  fweet^— they  flop,  and  higher  choirs 
Attune  their  golden  lyres  to  bolder  notes. 
Than  e'er  before  breath'd  through  the  vales  of  heaven. 
Along  the  ikies  the  notes  extatic  flow. 
And  echoing  worlds  repeat  the  fong  fublime ; 
While  virtuous  men,  fo  long  opprefs'd  with  woe, 
l^ow  feel  their  hearts  expand  with  pureft  joy. 
And  join,  enraptur*d,  the  feraphic  throng. 
To  hail  th'  approach  of  heaven's  illuftr'ous  King. 

The  joyous  earth  receives  his  radiant  (leps. 
While  in  his  mien  his  Father's  glory  fliines. 
His  lips  fpeak  peace ;  his  eye  looks  love  divine 
To  his  opprefled  people,  and  to  thofe 
Who  to  bis  reign  benign  fubmit ;  but  darts 

Vol.  I.  Q^q  ,  Sliame 
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Shame  and.  confufion  OD  th*  impioijs  fi)c. 
Who  proudly  boaft  refiftancc  to  his  throne : 
They  firik  beneath  kis  firown,  while  his  fktong  ariH 
The  powers  of  hell  in  chains  aionian  binds. 
See,  near  where  Zion*s  hallow 'd  cliflS  arif^ 
On  mountains  tops,  thro'  happy  ages  (lands 
His  grand  imperial  feat-t-through  her  high  gates 
No  fcepter'd  king,  with  power  tyrannic,  moves 
T'  opprefs  her  people,  or  their  peace  invade ; 
^or  mitr'd  prieft,  with  lordly  fteps  profane, 
Treads  her  fair  courts-^nor  holy  things  pollute : 
For  thefe,  who  long  h^ve  made  the  world  to  groan. 
Sink  'neath  the  righteous  doom  pronounc'd  by  hifn 
Who  reigns  ^lone  the  univerfal  King. 
See  ev'ry  nation,  the  moll  diflant  tribe. 
To  view  his  glory,  bend  their  eager  fleps 
To  yield  their  homage,  and  to  dng  his  pr^aiie ; 
To  tade  thofe  bleffings  which  bis  bounteous  hand, 
Scatters  in  plenty  o'er  a  grateful  worlds 

See  Juflice  holds  her  nicely-poifed  fcales, 
Weighing  the  virtues  ai\d  the  crimes  pf  men  ; 
And,  with  unerring  and  impartial  hand, 
Deals  forth  to  each  as  worth  or  vice  deferves. 
Deceit  expos'd,  defpis'd,  now  ftands  abalh'd ; 
No  more  Ambition  proudly  lifts  its  voice,. 
Nor  fell  OpprefEon  forms  its  mafly  chains 
To  bind  the  virtuous,  and  to  load  the  weak, 
No  more  keen  anguifh  wrings  the  burfting  hearty 
Nor  the  fad  tear  the  cheek  of  virtue  wets. 
War,  with  its  thunders,  frights  the  world  no  more, 
Nor  ftrews  its  fields  with  carnage  and  with  death ; 
But  Peace^  ferene,  beneath  th'  aufpicious  reign 


Of 
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Of  Zion's  Kingf  fpreads  far  her  heavenly  power, 

Diverg'd  in  many  a  fiream,  pervading  all 

With  hippinefs  and  joy.— ^Ev'n  beads  of  prey 

Their  fiercencfs  |ofe,  forfake  the  forcft  dark, 

Oi  defart  wild,  aiwl,  with  the  kid  and  lamb. 

Gently  difport  along  the  peaceful  plain, 

Stray  with  the  herds,  feed  with  the  fimple  ox. 

And  tamely  follow  wh^re  the  (tripling  leads. 

The  heav'ns  now  frown  no  more,  but  fmile  ferene^ 
Nor  'long  the  fky  the  vivid  lightnings  dart, 
Nor  thunders  roll  -,  nor  from  the  low'ring  clouds 
Barfts  the  fierce  tempeft,  from  the  mountain's  brow> 
Tearing  the  foreft,  or  the  fruitful  vales 
With  floods  impetuous  fweeps ; — nor  earth's  dark,  womb 
With  dire  convulfions  heave,  trembling  throughout. 
Then  burfting  forth  with  wild  uproar,  inguiphs 
Thofe  viftims  doom'd  to  fink  amidft  its  ruins. 
No  more  the  ocean  lifts  its  fwelling  waves 
In  dreadful  fury  to  the  thrqat'ning  clouds ; 
But  to  the  eye,  well  pkas'd,  prefents  ferene 
Its  blue  expanfe,  or  on  the  fmiling  fhore. 
Gently  murmuring,  curls  its  peaceful  waves. 
The  teeming  earth  its  priftin^  beauty  wears : 
See  flowers  of  fineft%€^  zxiA  ^^#.  i^ts 
In  vaft  profufio^,  cligj^^  foiiMng  va^i, 
And  freflier  verdure  crowing,  th<5.ii}oun tain's  brow  j 
The  heath,  once  barren,  bloflbms  as  a  rofe ; 
The  copious  ftream,  the  fount,  or  limpid  rill, 
Through  defarts  parch'd  meander,  where  now  flowers 
Entwine  their  branches,  and  their  beauties  mix ; 
While  the  fwect  voice  of  Joy  flows  thro'  the  fcene, 

Whc;c 
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Where  nought  before  was  heard  but  tempefts  roar. 
Or  the  *lorii  raven's  melancholy  cry. 

Jocund  Spring  (hines  forth  with  beauties  new; 
In  brighter  radiance  now  the  Summer  glows; 
With  richer  crops  glad  Autumn  clothes  the  fields. 
While  through  the  meadows  herds  unnumber'd  roam. 
And  on  the  hills  prolific  play. 
Heath  and  plenty  fill  the  happy  world. 
And  men,  united  by  the  facred  ties 
Of  focia!  virtue,  mutually  impart 
The  various  bleffings  which  pervade  the  whole. 
Joy  fills  the  city,  and  the  villa  fair, 
The  rural  cottage  joins  the  gladfome  found. 
The  gentle  Zephyrs  bear  it  on  their  wings : 
From  clime  to  clime  it  fpreads,  till  up  afcends 
The  univerfal  hymn  of  grateful  praife  ; 
While  groves  and  meadows  echo  back  the  fong. 
And  diftant  hills  the  fweet  enraptur'd  notes  prolong. 
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FOR  . 

SEPTEMBlEE,    l79^ 


Anfwer  to  ImlAh*s  OhjeBion  agmnfi  the  Universal 
:  Doctrine.     8ee  page  352. 

WE  feel  ourfelves  happy  in  meeting  the  moft 
forcible  objeilioils  that  have  been,  or  can  b^, 
broHght  againft  theReftoration  of  all  Things  by  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  we  thank  the  Conftant  Reader^  who  f^ir- 
nifhed  us  with  that  which  we  are  now  to  confider. 
Truth  is  our  objedl,  we  have  no  fecrets,  we  court  in-, 
quiry ;  and  if  any  man  brings  forward  an  obje6tion 
againft  our  views  which  we  cannot  fairly  anfwer,  we 
jpledge  ourfelves  to  the  public,  that  we  will  in  that 
cafe  acknowledge  our  inability,  and  confefs  that  we 
have  been  in  an  error. 

The  writers  againft  the  Univerfal  Dodlrine,  feem 
to  content  themfelves  with  fixing  on  fome  detached 
paflages  of  fcripture ;  which  have  no  immediate  re* 
lation  to  the  fubjcdl ;  rather  than  to  come  forward  in 
a  manly  way,  and  candidly  examine  it.  This  is  the 
cafe  oiJmlah ;  who,  though  he  has  faid  nothing  new 
R  r  *  concerning 
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concerning  Judas,  he  certainly  argued  very  forcibly  ; 
and  if  his  premifes  are  good,  he  has  prefented  us  at 
leaft,  with  one  exception^  to  the  univerfality  of  the  Rc- 
ftoration.  But  we  alk.  What  reafon  have  we  to  fup- 
pofei  that  our  Lord  had  any  reference  to  ^^  future 
ftate  of  Judas  ?  That  which  befell  this  unhappy  man 
in  this  world  was  fufficient  to  juftify  the  faying  of 
Chrift.  Imlah  taxes  the  Univerfalifts  with  fophiftry 
in  defending  their  views ;  but  I  think  the  charge  may 
with  great  juftice  be  retorted  on  himfelf,  for  when 
Chrift  fays,  ^  good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had 
never  been  bom  \  he  clearly  underftands  it,  ^  good 
were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  extfted  ;*  and 
thereby  he  reprefents  our  Lord  as  drawing  a  com^ 
parifon  betwixt  entity  and  nonentity.  I.would  alk  this 
gentleman,  whether  he  would  be  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  drawing  fuch  a  comparifon  himfelf?  If  not,  how 
is  it  that  he  reprefents  Chrift  as  doing  it  ?  If  ImJah 
don't  know  the  poflibility  of  exigence  without  being 
bom,  let  him  read  his  Bible  again ;  and  it  will  be 
time  enough,  when  he  underftands  that,  to  charge  the 
Univerfalifts  with  fophiftry.  Jeremiah,  chap.  xx. 
V.  17,  18,  when  he  was  under  reproach  and  afflic- 
tion in  the  performance  of  his  prophetic  work,  wifli- 
cd  that  he  had  never  been  boryi,  that  his  mother  had 
been  his  grave,  that  her  womb  had  been  always  ^eat 
with  him.  Wherefore  came  I  out  of  the  womb, 
fays  he,  to  fee  labour  and  forrow,  that  my  days 
fhould  be  confumed  with  fhame  ?  Did  Jeremiah  wifti 

that 
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that  he  had  never  exifted?  His  words  imply  np  iuch 
thing.     The  poffibiHty  of  exiftence;  and  even  of  a 
tomfaratively  happy  exiftence ;  without  being  hom^  is 
a  very  rational  idea,  and  I  fuppofe  Imlah  himfelf  will 
adniit  it,  in  the  cafe  of  all  who  die  in  their  mother's 
womb.     Solomon  fays  that  fuch  go  to  th^  fame  place 
with  the  man  of  longeft  life,  Ecclef.  vi.  3 — 6,  which 
clearly  implies  that  they  have  future  exiftence,  or  elfe 
neither  have  it;    the  latter  fentiment  would  make 
Solomon  a  diredl  infidel,  the  former  clearly  (hews  the 
ground  of  comparifon  betwixt  an  abortion,  who  never 
faw  the  light,  and  a  man  who  after  a  long  life,  and 
having  a  large  family,  is  bereft  of  his  children,  or 
dies  in  diftionour.     And  if  Solomon  could  fay,  that 
the  cafe  of  an  abortion  was  better  than  that  of  fuch 
a  man,  how  much  more  might  our  Lord  fay,  that  it 
had  been  good  for  Judas  if  he  had  never  been  bom  ? 
Becaufe  it  was  poffible  for  Judas  to  have  exifted  with- 
out being  born,  and  to  have  been  more  happy  in  that 
ft  ate  than  by  being  born.     Who  can  think  of  the 
anguifli  of  the  guilty  mind  of  Judas,  and  of  his  fear- 
ful end,  without  feeing  the  propriety  of  the  words  of 
Chrift.     If  with  Imlah  we  make  our  Lord  abfurdly 
draw  a  comparifon  betwixt  exiftence ,  and  non  exiftence ; 
then  another  abfurdity  will  alfo  follow,  viz.  That  the 
exiftence  of  Judas  will  finally  be  a  curfe  to  him.     But 
let  it  be  alked,  on  whofe  will  did  the  exiftence  of 
Judas  reft  ?  On  his  own,  or  on  the  will  of  God  ?  All 
men  will  anfwer  this  queftion  in  the  fame  way,  by 

R  r  2  fayipg> 
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(kying,  *  The  exiftencc  of  every  creature  is  by  a  fi>- 
t'ereign  aA  of  the  Divine  will  1  If  fo,  then  God 
l^illed  the  exiftence  of  Judas,  either  that  he  might  be 
cndlefsly  damned,  or  that  he  might  be  endlefely 
happy ;  or  elfe  he  brought  Judas  into  exiflence  with^ 
out  any  determination  concerning  him.  The  latter 
thought  exhibits  a  God  without  wijdom ;  the  former, 
a  God  without  goodnefs ;  the  middle  one,  a  good 
God,  who  defigns  kindly  concerning  his  creature  j 
but  is  dilappointcd  of  his  end.  Either  of  thefe 
thoughts  are  alike  abhorrent  to  reafon,  and  contrary 
to  fcripture.  Imlah  may  chufe  which  he  pleafes ;  but 
one  of  them  muft  follow,  if  our  Lord  meant,  *  It  were 
good  for  Judas  if  he  had  never  eocijttd^ 

Imlah  alfo  fays,  that  '  The  words  of  Chrift  are  not 
a  proverbial  faying^  borrowed  from  common  ufage, 
and  applied  to  the  particular  cafe  of  Judas ;  for  no 
traces  can  he  found  of  any  Juch  proverl^  among  the 
Jews.'  This,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  tt,  is  very  incauti- 
oufly  fppken,  and  proves  cither,  that  the  gentleman 
is  unacquainted  with  Jewifli  writings,  or  that  his  me- 
mory has  totally  failed  him.  I  would  not  willingly 
think  any  thing  wdrfe ;  for  to  difguife  truth  to  ferve 
a  caufe^  is  d  tneannefs  which  every  honeft  mind 
would  hold  in  contempt.  I  therefore  will  fuppoft 
that  he  fpoke  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge.  But 
perhaps  moft  people  will  think,  from  what  has  been 
mentioned,  concerniiig  Jeremiah  and  Solomon,  the 
frif>h(res    afford,  fome  proof  of  fuch  a   mode   of 

i|)eaking 
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fpeaking  among  the  Jews>  efpecially  when  they  add 
to  thofe  inftances,  Job  iii.  10— ip,  end  chap.  x. 
18,  19.  But  that  the  words  of  Chrift,  concerning 
Judas,  were  proverbial.  Dr.  Gill  fully  proves,  in  his 
note  on  Matt.  xxvi.  44,  and  Mark  xiv.  21.  For  he 
feyi,  *  This  is  a  rabbinical  phrafe,  frequently  ufed 
in  one  form  or  other,  and  fometimes  as  our  Lord 
ipoke  it,  and  it  is  applied  to  fuch  as  fpeak  faWe 
and  lying  words,  and  regard  not  the  glory  of  their 
Creator.'  Of  this  the  Do6lor  gives  proof,  by  referring 
toZohar,  in  Gen.  fol.  41. 1.  Mifn.  Chagiga,  c.  2.  §.  1. 
T.  Bab.  Chagia,  fol.  16.  1.  Befide  many  inftances 
of  its  being  ufed  in  other  forms  elfewhere.  Now, 
though  I  do  not  believe  the  fentiment  of  endlefs  mi- 
fery  as  the  good  Do6lor  did  ;  yet  I  give  him  full  credit 
for  the  knowledge  of  the  rabbinical  writings,  and  I 
fuppofe  every  man  will  do  the  fame  who  is  acquaint-. 
ed  with  his  works.  I  may  therefore,  on  the  authority 
of  fcripture,  and  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Gill  (which, 
with  ibme  men,  is  greater  than  that  of  fcripture) 
venture  to  contradidl  Imlahy  and  fay,  it  is  evident 
that  thefe  words  are  a  proverbial  -form  of  fpeecky  bor^ 
rowed  from  common  ufage^  and  applied  to  the  cafe  of 
Jtidas ;  for  there  are  traces  of  fuch  a  proverb  fujffkiently 
to  he  found  among  the  Jews :  confequently  tha  doc- 
trine of  the  endlefs  mifery  of  Judas,  cannot  reafon- 
ably  be  inferred  from  then^* 

W,  VIDLER.. 

Rr3  RE- 
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REMARltABLE  PROVIDENCE. 

I  KNEW  a  Minifter,  who  is  yet  alive ;  that  lived 
in  the  country,  and  preached  to  a  very  poor,  but 
afFe(9:ionate  and  pious  people ;  among  whom  he  la- 
boured very  hard,  both  at  the  place  of  his  refidence 
and  in  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  word  was 
greatly  blefled,  and  his  foul  rejoiceid  much  in  it ;  but 
from  the  increafe  of  his  family,  and  poverty  of  his 
people,  he  was  greatly  ftraighteried  in  his  circum- 
ftances,  and  even  conftrained  to  go  in  debt  for  fome 
of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  This  laid  he^vy  upoji  him, 
and  would  often  thruft^  itfelf  into  his  inind  when  he 
was  in  the  pulpit.  He  had  feyeral  offers  from  other 
churches  of  an  advantageous  nature  if  he  would  haye 
left  his  people,  but  Ije  could  not  reconcile  his  mind* 
tp  fuch  a  ftep ;  he  therefore  went  on  till  his  debt  to 
the  butcher,  baker,  taylor,  and  grocer,  ^mounted  to 
fifteen  pounds,  when  he  was  ready  to  fiqk  under  it : 
none  knew  the  whole  of  his  fituation,  but  his  wife 
and  himfelf.  One  day,  after  much  perplexity  of 
mind,  he  heartily  committed  his  cafe  to  God  in 
prayer.  Soon  after,  a  letter  came  from  Loi^don  with 
a  draught  for  Jifteen  punds^  heing  the  legacy  of  the 
late  iB^orthy  Mrs.  Abney,  who  had  left  part  of  be^ 
property  to  be  diftributed  in  fmall  fums,  to  minifters 
qF  good  characfter,  in  low  circumftances.  Thus  Pro- 
yidpnce  Ihewed  that  he  knew  how  to  deliver  the  godly 
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<mt  of  trial,  by  fending  the  exa6l  fum,  which  the  poor 
man  wanted,  and  from  a  hand  that  could  not  be  privy 
to  his  neceffities.  The  minifter  continued  to  kibour 
at  the  fame  place  feveral  years  afterwards  with  con- 
fiderablc  fucccfe,  and  was  often  beard  to  ufe  this  fay- 
ing, ^  While  God  fitids  me  work,  he  will  find  me 
wages\ 

EPICTETUS. 

Sir, 
If  the  following  is  confiftent  with  your  plan,  by  giv- 
ing it  a  place  in  your  ufeftil  Mifccllany^  you  will 

•    oblige,  Your'S;,  &c. 

CLIO. 

EPICTETUS,  a  ftoic  philofopher,  of  Hierapolis, 
in  Phrygia,  was  the  Have  of  one  Epaphroditus.  • 
The  philofopher  appeared  free  in  his  flavery,  and  his 
maftcr  a  Have,  or  at  leaft  worthy  of  the  place. — 
E4>i6letus,  with  a  little  and  ill-formed  body,  poflefled 
a  great  and  vigorous  foul.  One  day,  when  his  matter 
ftruck  him  on  the  leg,  he  coldly  advifed  him  not  to 
break  it.  The  barbarous  wretch  redoubled  the  blow 
with  fuch  force,  that  he  broke  the  bone,  the  fage 
replied  without  emotion,  ^^Did  not  I  tell  you,  you 
would  break  it  ?'*  Domitian  banifhed  Epi6letus  from 
Rome ;  but  he  returned  after  the  death  of  this  Em- 
peror, and  was  much  refpeAed  there.  Adrian  loved 
and  efteemed  him.  Marcus  Aurelius  made  much  of 
him,  Arrian,  his  difciple,  has  publiihed  four  books 
Rr4  of 
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©f  difcourfcs,  he  heard  his  mafleJ-  deliver.  This  k 
the  wcwk  wc  have,  intitled  Enchiridion  or  Manuel^^ 
The  morality  of  thi$  book  is  worthy  of  a  Chriftian; 
Man  wat  not  permitted  16  go  further  with  the  mere 
light  of  Paganilm.  Saint  Auguftin,  and  fome  of  the 
greaiefl  feints,  have  read  it  with  pleafure ;  and  the 
greateft  libertines  with  profit.  This  flave  had  the  foul 
of  k  fage>  always  content  even  in  flavery.  ^^  I  am 
(faid  he)  in  the  place  where  Providence  would  have 
me  be,  if  I  complain  it  will  offend  him."  Epi6tetua 
maintained  as  ftrpngly  as  the  Stoics,-  the  immortality 
of  the  foul.  The  following  is  the  prayer  he  dcfired 
to  make,  when  dying ;  it  is  extra6led  from  Arrian, 
^^  Lord,  have  I  violated  thy  commandments  ?  have 
^^  I  abufcd  the  prefents  thou  haft  made  me  ?  have  I 
^^  not  fubmittcd  my  fcnfes,  my  vows,  aikd  my  opi- 
*^  nions  to  thee  ?  have  I  ever  complained  of  thejj  ? 
*^  have  I  accufed  thy  Providence  ?  I  have  been  fick, 
^'  becaufe  it  was  thy  pleafure,  and  it  was  alfo  mine, 
^^  I  have  been  poor,  becaufe  it  was  thy  pleafure,  and 
*^  I  have  been  content  with  my  poverty.  I  have  been 
*^  in  a  mean  lituation  in  life,  becaufe  it  was  thy  will, 
" .  and  I  have  never  defired  to  leave  it.  Haft  thbu 
*^  ever  feen  me  unhappy  j^t  my  lot  ?  Haft  thou  fur-r 
**  prifed  me  murmuring  or  dejeded  ?  I  am  ftill  ready 
^^  to  fuflfer  all  thou  fhalt  pleafe  to  command  me.  The 
^*  leaft  fignal  on  thy  part,  is  for  me  an  invincible  orden 
^*  It  is  thy  will,  that  I  Ihould  have  this  magnificent 
^^  fpe6lacle ;  I  quit  it,  and  retpm  thee  a  thoufand 

*^  humble 
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^^  humble  thanks,  thou  haft  deigned  to  admit  me  in  it^ 

^*  to  behold  thy  works,  and  view  the  admirable  order 

^^  with  which  thou  govemeft  this  univerle." 

Tranflated  from   *^  Nouveau  Di6lionnaire  Hifto- 

rique,    torn.  3.  p.  449/'    Was  this  an  Heathen  ? 

Blufh!  Chriftians!  blu(h  !  ^^  Ye  little  ftars  hide  your 

diminifhed  rays,*' 

l^'        '       ■       '     ■  '■   1     .     .      I  'T     ,      n- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfalifi* s  Mifcellarfy. 
Sir, 

Jjaft  month  I  fent  you  a  few  thoughts  on  Faith  :  I 
have  now  fent  you  a  few  more  on  that  fubje^ 
from  James  ii.  ij.  Faith  without  works  is  dead, 
being  alone.  If  you  think  proper,  you  may  infert 
them  in  your  Magazine. 

HAVING,  at  different  times^  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  moft  of  the  religious  fentiments 
now  maintained  in,  and  about  this  great  city,  and  after 
hearing  with  aftonifhment  each  religious  chara6lef 
anathematize  his  opponent,  for  not  feeing  with  the 
fame  eyes  as  himfelf ;  I  have  often  thought  it  might 
induce  fome  ferious  minds  to  think,  if  there  be  any 
fuch  thing  as  religion  in  the  world,  it  muft  confift  in 
a  certain  fet  of  opinions  in  the  head  ;  but  what  thefc 
opinions  are  which  conftitute  the  Chriftian,  muft  fur- 
pafs  the  wifdom  of  a  Solomon  to  find  out :  fo  long 
as  each  leader  is  condemning  his  opponent  as  a 
heretic,  for  not  thinking  the  fame  as  himfelf.  -  But 
.  if  religion  fhould  be  found  id  dwell  in  the  breaft,  in- 

ftead 
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ftcad  of  the  brain,  and  it  can  be  proved  that  the  dil^ 
pofition  of  the  heart,  inftead  of  the  head,  conftitut6 
the  faint ;  then,'  we  may  ealily  difeem,  without  the 
eagle's  eye,  that  fuch  men  are  not  in  the  right,  but^ 
tiie  wrong  way  ;  for  if  an  orthodox  head  be  joined  to 
an  heterodox  heart,  it  will  affimilate  more  of  the 
friend  than  the  faithful.  But  our  Saviour  bids  us 
imitate  his  humility,  not  his  knowledge.  It  is  the 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart  finds  that  reft  which  alone 
conftitutes  the  Chriflian.  Not  the  infallible  zealot 
Ivhp,  with  all  the  confequence  of  a  Pope,  condemns^ 
his  opponents  for  not  digefling  that,  which  he  by 
violence,  is  flriving  to  cram  down  his  throat.  No, 
but  the  diffident,  he  which  proves  his  fenfe,  by  fear- 
ing his  foibles,  and  his  religion,  by  a  jealoufy  over 
himfelf  This  man  ftands  in  wifdom's  ways  and 
learns  the  leflbns  of  his  Maker,  while  the  dogmatical 
feges  are  like  a  company  of  jackdaws  round  a  fteeple, 
much  noife  but  little  mufic. 

*Tis  not  the  night  on  which  Aurora  rides. 

Nor  light,  that  blooms  the  rofe  and  paints  her  fides  ; 

No  lucid  ray  can  cloath  the  Icaflcfs  thorn, 

Nor  fan  the  fulnefs  of  the  blooming  lawn  ; 

But  genial  heat  the  comely  lily  blows, 

And  vivid  fire  adds  luftre  to  the  rofe ; 

But  knowledge  in  the  faint  no  heat  can  bring, 

•Tis  life  alone  adds  vigour  to  the  wing : 

If  light's  religion  without  vital  heat. 

Knowing's  the  whole ;  but  5atan  is  the  faint. 

J.  W, 

A  DiALOGVE, 
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A  DIALOGUE. 

To  ibe  Editor  of  the  UniverfaUJPs  Mifcellany. 

BEAR  SIR, 

The  following  Dialogue  is  at  your  feryice,  to  infert 
in  your  Mifcellany,  or  reJQ<5l,  which  you  fee  jnoft 
meet. 

ON  the  11th  day  of  laft  June,  I  heard  a  fermon 
preached  by  Mr.  Rofe,  of  Tenterden,  Kent,  a 
Methodift  preacher;  the  place  was  Ewhurft-green, 
in  Suflex.  In  his  fermon  he  dropt  the  three  following 
paflages :  Ift.  That  man  h^d  an  immortal  foul,  even 
the  breath  of  God  withiji  hiip.  2dly.  That  man  was 
created  for  a  noble  defign,  that  of  happinefs ;  and 
Sdly,  That  there  was  no  hope  for  the  wicked  in  Hell. 
When  his  difcourfe  was  ended,  I  begged  the  favour 
of  him  to  anfwer  me  a  few  (jueftions,  which  he  very 
readily  agreed  to  do.  I  firft  alked  him,  if  God 
breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  life,  and  whether  that 
was  a  part  of  himfelf  ?  He  anfwered  it  was.  I  then 
alked  whether  God  would  fufFer  that  part  of  hirnfelf 
'  to  be  endlefsly  damned  ?  He  replied  I  cannot  telL 
I  then  faid,.  if  God  created  all  mankind  for  happinefs 
can  his  will  be  fniftrated  ?  He  anfwered  no  *  but  that; 
fin  fruftrated  the  creature.  I  then  faid,  that  Chrift 
came  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  that  he 
would  purfue  them  to  their  laft  retreat.  After  a  ftiort 
paufe,  he  faid,  that  he  hoped  fo  to.  Now,  Sir,  a  man 
may  wifti  for  a  thing  and  not  haVe  it,  but  he  cannot 
bppQ  for  any  thing  withqut  fome  foundation  to  build 

upon ; 
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upon  ;  therefore  Mr.  Rofe's  hope  muft  be  diamctri-. 
cally  oppoiite  to  that  do6trine  which.,  he  inculGatcs 
from  the  pulpit. 

I  omitted  but  meant  to  fay,  if  Mr.  Rofe  cannot 
tell  whether  God  would  fufFec  part  of  himfelf  to  be 
endlefsly  damned,  why  Ihould  he  preach  to  a  coiigre- 
gation  on  endlefs  damnation.  Some  of  the  Methodift 
preachers  difapprove  my  conduft^  becaufe  I  addrefled 
him  before  his  audience.  I  conclude  with  a  few  lines 
from  Mr.  Winchefter's  works,  which  fpeak  very  forci-* 
biy,  and  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Refpedlfully  your's,  and 
Suffex,  Sep.  10,        ^  ^^^  ^ifl^^j.  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  Human  Race, 
1797-  , 

**  God  made,  preferves,  and  will  rcftore, 
"  And  aH  his  works  (hall  him  adore; 
'^  Reafon  and  revelation  join, 
**  To  prove  this  dodlrine  piire>  divine." 


Letter  to  ayoimg  Man  concerning  the  Chriftian  Mtniftry^ 

No.  100,  Houndfditcby  Sept,  6,  1797. 

I  Received  both  your  letters  in  due  order,  but 
had  not  opportunity  to  anfwer  them  immediately, 
1  much  commend  your  zeal  in  fo  good  a  caufe  aa  that 
of  the  do6lrine  of  God's  univerfal,  and  efficacious  love 
to  his  ruined  creatures.  The  Apoftle  fays,  it  is  well  to 
be  zealoufly  afFedied  always  in  a  good  thing ;  but  we 
ought  to  take  heed,  that  our  zeal  and  knowledge  go 

hand 
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hand  in  hand,  otberwife  we  may  greatly  injure  the 
caufe  we  mean  to  ferve.  As  for  your  propofition  of  put- 
ting yourfelf  under  my,  tuition  for  the  public  Miniftry, 
I  will  be  free  with  you  on  that  head.  I  think  that 
much  mifchief  has  been  done  to  Chriftianity  by  hu- 
man learning,  not  that  I  defpife.  literature,  for  whea 
it  is  ufed  in  fubferviency  to  religion  it  is  of  great  ufe ; 
but  if  you  or  I,  had  all  the  learning  in  the  world,  it 
would  not  make  u«  minifters  of  Chrill. .  Learning  is 
by  no  means  neceflary  for  a  Chriftian  minifter,  though 
in  fome  cafes  it  may  be  cotrvenient ;  but  it  is  evident^ 
that  the  greateft  number  of  laborious  and  ufeful  mi- 
nifters, of  different  denominations  in  England,  are 
unlearned  men.  I  wifh  I  could  fee  a  number  of  good 
men,  plain  in.their  manners,  pure  in  their  intentions, 
ardent  in  their  love,  fervent  and  wife  in  their  zeal, 

.  with  a  happy  mixture  of  boldnefs  and  humility  in 
the  caufe  of  univerfal  love  :  Then,  though  they  had 
no  human  learning,  yet  I  fhould  have  no  doubt  but 
the  truth  of  God  will  flourifh.  It  is  fuch  men  as 
thefe,  my  friend^  that  our  caufe  fiands  in  need  of;  may 
t3ie  God  of  love  raife  up  many  of  them,  and  may  you 
be  one  of  that  number ;  then  your  chara6ler  will  be 
truly  honourable,  becaufe  it  will  be  truly  ufeful  in  the 
church  of  Chrifl:. 

I  think  you  are  now  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  that 
a  fcene  of  ufcfulnefs  is  prefented  to  you  in  your  pre*- 

Jent  fttuation.  You  fay  that  a  few  perfons  in  your 
neighbourhood  have. received  the  Univerfal  Do6lrine. 

I  advife 
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I  advife  you  to  have  focial  meetings  with  them,  con-* 
verfe  and  pray,  and  fearch  the  Scriptures  together. 
Speak  to  them  freely  and  fimply,  whatever  you  know 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.     Cultivate  the  fpirit  of  love 
among  them,  for  that  is  the  eflence  of  the  GofpeL 
If  you  thus  ufe  your  talent,  God  will  encrcafe  it,  and 
your  circle  of  ufefulnefs  will  be  enlarged,  while  your 
gifts  will  grow,  knowledge  will  encreafe  ;  for  to  him 
that  hath  (improved)  more  fhall  be  given,  and  he  (halL 
have  abundantly.     For  your  encouragement  I  will 
infomi  you  that  I  began  my  own  miniftry  in  the 
manner  which  I  have  advifed  you  to,  and  I  have  had 
the  bleffing  of  the  Father  of  mercies  attending  me  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  have  the  profpeA  of  ftill 
greater  ufefulnefs*  before  me  than  I  ever  had  ;  and  if 
1  do  not  fail  in  humility,  zeal,  and  love,  I  Ihall  yet 
do  more  in  the  caufe  of  God,  than  I  have  ever  done* 
You  will  not  underftand  me  as  though  I  meant  to 
difcourage  your  purfuit  after  learning,   I  mean  no 
fuch  thing;  but  learning  fliould  only  be  a  fecondary, 
objed  with  you,  and  with  every  man  in  your  fitua- 
tion ;  likenefs  to  Chrift,  knowledge  and  obedience 
to  him  are  the  great  things  a  Chriftian  minifter  ought 
to  aim  at.     If  you  enter  heartily  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  walk  fteadily  in  the  path  which  Pro- 
vidence is  opening  before  yoii,  I,  fhall  then  be  happy 
to  give  you  any  affiftance  in  my  power.     I  will  point 
out  fuch  books  as  will  be  moft  ufeful  to  you,  will 
fp^t  you  a  method  of  ftudy,  and  will  be  always  ready 

to 
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to  anfwer  any  queftions  of  a  literary  nature^  which 
fall  within  the  compafs  of  my  knowledge.  May  you, 
like  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift,  endure  hardnefs, 
aim  not  at  the  chara6ler  of  the  gentleman  ;  but  do 
the  work  of  an  evangelift;  be  feithful  in  the  little 
which  you  now  have,  and  God  will  greatly  increafe 
it.  Let  me  hear  from  you,  and  tell  me  plainly  how 
you  relifli  my  advice.  I  remain  your's  in  all  fervice 
in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus. 

WILLIAM  VIDLER. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfali/Ps  Mtjcellany. 

Sir, 

IN  reading  your  laft  Mifcellany,  I  was  much  ftruck 
with  the  following  queftion.  "  Of  what  ufe  is  the 
doftrine  of  Univerfal  Rcftoration,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
ttue  ?"  I  mean  not  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the 
very  candid  and  icriptural  anfwer  given  thereto, 
otherwife,  than  by  afluring  you  that  I  much  approve 
of  it.  My  prefent  bufinefs  is  with  the  queftion  it- 
felf,  which  carrying  a  Calviniftical  complexion,  I 
would  alk  the  good  people  of  that  perfuafion, 
*^  What  ufe  is  it  for  them  to  deny  it ;  feeing  the  hofy 
Scriptures,  from  end  to  end,  fo  frequently,  fo  fully, 
and  fo  glorioufly  confirm  it  ?  Can  it  promote  the  in- 
tercft  of  religion,  of  virtue,  or  morality,  to  make  the 
glorious  attributes  of  tibe  Divine  Being  to  clafh  the 

one 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


400  THfi  UNIVfiRSALIST*S  MISCEIXANlf. 

one  againft  the  other ;  which  nnift  inevitably  be  tll« 
cafe,  if  fin,  with  all  its  dreadful  confequences^  is  not 
ultimately,  utterly  /d^ftroyed  ?  For  inftance,  God 
is  love,  and  the  moft  glorious  of  hb  attributes  is 
mercy,  which  he  has  declared  fhall  rejoice  againft 
judgment;  yet  fay  the  Calvinifts, — ^His  juftice  is 
fuch  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  endlefs  damnation 
and  mifcry  of  millions  of  his  intelligent  creatures^ 
whom  he  formed  for  his  own  glory,  can  fatisfy  its 
high  and  holy  demands  !  *  Again,  unchangeable- 
nefs  is  an  attribute  which  the  Divine  Being  claims^ 
as  only  belonging  to  himfelf.  "  I  change  not,"  fays 
Jehovah  !  "  Therefore  the  fons  of  Jacob  ^re  not  con-^ 
fumed  ?*'— Yet  fay  the  Calvinifts,  although  God  did 
love  the  human  nature  in  its  ftate  of  innocence,  he 
loves  now  only  thofe  who  ^/o  or  Jhall  hereafter  believe 
on  his  Son,  all  whofe  names  arc  written  in  hiis  book 
of  life,  ihall  certainly  have  an  effe<Slual  call  in  hi^ 
own  good  time ;  however  vile  and  abominable  they 
may  be,  or  have  been,  nothing  can  poflibly  fruftratc 
thepurpofes  of  his  divine  eleAing  love  and  graces 
Thofe^  they  fay,  are  the  only  perfons  for  whom  Chrift 
died  ! ! ! — ^yet  own  that  their  numbers,  compared  with 
the  reft  of  mankind,  arb  no  more  than  as  a  handful 

*  Divine  juftice,  fay  they,  mud  be  fatisfied,  but  if  dieii: 
hypothefis  be  true,  infinite  wifdom  muft  defeat  its  own  pur- 
pofes,  for  if  the  punifliment  of  the  wicked  be  endkfs,  diving 
juftice  willtver  \y^fathfyingy  but  never  fatisfied* 
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;Djf  com  compared  with  the  whole  l^^rvefti  Bjit  for 
the  reft  fay  they,  God  has  neither  love,  mercy,  or 
pity ;  that  fin  has  fo  far  fepai^te4  them  from  their 
God,  that  he  is  angry  witl>  them  ev?ry  day, — ^that  hp 
has  whet  his  fwwd,— t;fiat  he  has  bent  hi§  bpw, — ^that 
he  has  filled  all  hi?  yials  with  his  fiercely  wrajth,  which 
he  will  Hill  hp  ppi|nng  out  on  their  i^ a^ed  bodies  and 
ibuls,  thrqugboijt  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity  ! 

O  dj-eadfji|l  ijews  !  "What  ear  pan  h^ar  it  withoi}| 
jtingliqg  !  Wh^t  h^eart  contemplate  it  without  brpa^- 
ing !  Truly,  Sir,  the  thought  alone  moves  all  my 
bowels  within  me.  And  has  the  God  of  love  left 
companion  than  I  have?  'Tis  blafphemy.  Has  the 
de^r  Saviour,  whofe  love  to  loft  man,  brought  him 
from  his  throne  of  glory,  to  the  crofs  of  Calvary ; 
Jefe,  love,  lefs  bowels  of  mercy  §nd  pity  than  I  Jjave  ? 
*Tis  blafphemy  even  tq  tbi^k  it.  Qh,  S}r,  I  fppl  my- 
felf  (hocked  when  I  hear  men,  whofe  ipouthsfeem 
filled  with  praifesto  the  Father  of  mercies,  for  his  dii^ 
tinguifhing^  love,  grace,  and  mercy  to  them,  fo  cal- 
Jous  to  the  horrid  fufferings  of  their  fellow  finners,  ^ 
to  dilate,  with  great  ingenuity,  and  force  of  imaginary 
argument,  on  the  various  kiijds  pf  torture  and  torr 
ment,  which,  they  fuppofe,  tbp  damned  will  enjlure, 
^roughout  an  endlefs  ^tprnity,  and  all  withpuj  thp 
tribute  of  a'fingle  tear. 

But  is  this  any  part  of  the  glad  tjdjngs  pf  gre^t 
joy  to  all  people,  which  the  angel  heralds  proclajjned 
with  rapturous  joy,  w^pn  the^  fung  *  Qlqry  tp  God 
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in  the  higheft,  on  earth  peace  and  good  will  to  hiatl> 
They  know  that  it  is  not,  though  they  thus  (peak, 
IFfiiey  knb^  that  Chrift  was  mamfcfted  tn  defltcy  the 
works  of  Satan ;  they  know  that,  he  came  to  favb 
thit  which  was  loft — to  fubdue  and  reAore  ill  things 
to  himfeif— to  put  an  end  to  fobrovtr,  fufferiri^,  and 
death,  yea,  the  fecond  death,  which  fliall  be  iwallow- 
ed  of  vlftory  ;  fo  that,  findly,  a  fottg  ot  jpraife  Ihall 
he  put  iiitd  the  lijfts  of  ev^ry  cre^tufe  irt  heaveii,  in 
earth,  and  under  the  earth,     I  haVe  Jret  one  taiore 
queftion  to  put  to  them. — Of  what  tife  is  your  doc- 
trine of  endlefs  mifery,  which  you  ib  prefer  to  that 
bf  God*s  everlafting  univerlkl  love  ?^ — ^You  Will  lay, 
*— it  puts  a  bridle  6n  the  rieck  of  meh*S  lufts — ^take 
this  away  and  men  WiH  fin  without  fear  or  controul, 
and  never  think  of  heaven  or  hell,    I  ilk,  bdvir  dait 
you  put  the  terrors  Of  hell  in  competition  with  the 
abounding  unbounded  mercy  of  God  ?=— With  the 
dear  dying  love,  of  a  precious  drucified  Saviour,  who 
Is  now  daily  interceding  and  pleading  for  and  i;^th 
man,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  through  his  own  moft 
precious  blood  ?  Is  the  former  more  gratefiri  to  yout^ 
ears  and  hearts  than  the  latter  ?  Has  terror  a  greater 
influence  to  curb  your  own  pride,  cotetoufnels,  &c, 
than  the  unfpeakable  love  of  Chrift  ?  1  know  you 
d^re  not  fay  it,  although  you  hever  ceafe  to  enforce 
it  on  the  conlcicnces  of  others.     But  if  this  tenet  is 
fo  very  important  it  branch  of  your  do<5h-ine,  why  has 
it  not  a  much  greater  effect  ?  Sure  I  am  that,  love 
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fiis  conquered  its  tfaoufaiuli^,  wlTere  terror  litt  its  tetia^ 
Bat  tiie  truth  is,  it  is  ncA  credited  by  kof  one  that 
ift  not  m  or  on  t^  borders  of  defpair^  and  tiien  it  lA 
«:i  elTe^ual  bar  toliie  fouFs  coming  to  Chrift  for  life^ 
Yes^  you  will  Cay^  we  all  bdieve  that  the  knpebijtently 
guilty^  dying  fufhy  Ih^l  be  cndl^fsly  miferable.-«**Do 
you  lb ;— «tfaen  how  is  it  that  you  have  a  mementos 
peace  ?  Wby  ftre  not  your  fouls  harrowed  up  wllj| 
the  thoughts  of  the  dreadfol  fituatioo  of  your  ftub* 
bom  rebellious  fons — your  proud^  vain,  and  worldly 
fashionable  daughters^  who  feetn  to  iubilitute  a  roun4 
of  bodily  fervices  for  the  whole  of  Chriftian  duties^' 
Ah !  Sirs,  were  all  your  fons  and  daughters,  with 
the  reft  of  your  near  or  more  diftant  relations,  huitible^ 
holy,  and  ipiritu^ ;  yrt  the  thought  of  the  mifery  of 
millions  of  others,  your  bretbren  and  kinrfblks  ac- 
cording to  the  flefh,  would  fo  imbitter  your  ev«y  mo- 
ment, as  to  turn  your  prdent  heaven  into  a  kind  of  hell« 
But  nothing  erf  this  is  feen  or  (out  of  the  pulpit)  even 
heard  I  This  afltoes  me  you  do  not,  cannot  believe  it. 
And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  is  not>  cannot  be  found 
in  or  proved  by  the  word  of  God.  Of  what  ufe  then 
is  the  dodlrine  .of  endlefs  mifpry  ?  Truly  it  is  of  no 
other  ufe,  than  to  diftrefs  humble  fonts,  create  Deifts, 
and  give  others  the  moil  horrible  ideas  of  the  doe- 
teines  of  theGofpel  of  the  ev^r  Wefled  Jefus,  and  that^ 
even  to  the  detefling  of  thofe  who  hold  them. 

I  might.  Sir,  go  on  to.afk  other  ijueftions,  but  as 
this  letter  is  of  fufficient  length  for  your  Mifcellany, 

Ss2  lihall 
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I  fhali  defer  further,  thoughts  to  foroe  future.  Gf^wri 
tunity ;  and,  at  prcfcnt,  ihall  only  add,  that  th6  doc- 
trine of  the  univerfal  love  of  God,  and  the  Reftoratioij 
xAall  Things,  by  his  ever  bldfed  Son  Chrift  Jefu^  tbp 
Lord,. has  beefi  of  unfpeaksible  ufetpme.  It  hsjs 
harmonized  all  the  (otherwife)  jarring  founds,  of  the 
Cofpel  tnunpet.  It  has  placed  the  chanuSter  erf"  the 
great  God  in  the  moft  amiftble,  the  mc^  equitable, 
and  the  moft  glorious  point  of  yi^w  !  It  proves  to  me 
that  the  death  of  Qhrift  wjis  propitiatory  for  the  fins 
(not  of  the  ele<9.  only,  bqt)  pf  the  whole  world.  Now, 
I  know  the  meaning  of  thofe  Scriptures,  *  which  fay, 
that  He  (Chrift)  tafted  dpath  for  eyery  man7-7that 
he  gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for  all,  to  be  teftifipd  i^  due 
fime.  All  this  wonderful  worfc  of  divine  love,  to  the 
utiTioft  extent  of  all  the  bleflfed  prpphepies  apd  pro- 
jnifcs  given  concerning  it,  fhall,  with  the  utmoft  joy 
3nd  gratitude,  be  feen  with  the  eyes  of. 

Sir, 
Tour's,  in  all  Chriftian  Duties, 

PHILEMON. 

^  Whilft  I  remained  in  the  darknefs  qf  Calvinifm,  I  was 
at  an  utter  lofs  to  know  what  to  make  of  the  above  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  many  others  of  the  like  import,  which  appeared 
to  me,  not  only  ambiguous,  but  contrary  to  the  true  fenfe  of 
the  other  Scriptures,  but  for  no  other  reafon  that  I  know  of, 
hecaufe  they  were  contrary  to  the  fyftem  of  John  Calvin, 
whom,  I  was  taugh.to  believe,  wa?  the  only  true  escpounder 
pf  the  Scriptufps, 

•    '   '  '  Ta 
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To  ihe  EJito^  of  the  VmvtrfaJtfPs  Mifcelldny. 

DEAB.  SIRj  '        . 

Reading  a  few  days  ago  the  8th  volume  of  the  Armi- 
mian  Magazine,  page  21 1^  of  Eternal  Providence, 
extra6led  from  a  late  author,  t  was  much  pleafed 
with  the  defcription  of  the  Divine  charadler,  the 
Writer  of  that  piece  there  gives,  I  know  not  how 
far  it  is  conliftent  with  your  plan,  to  re-publifti  what 
has  been  before  inferted  in  other  periodical  publi- 
cations ;  but  I  venture  to  fend  you  this.  The  i[*en- 
timents  contained  iii  it  are  io  judicious,  and  {o 
well  cdrrobprated  by  abundance  of  Scriptures,  that 
1  think  you  will  be  iiiduced  to  notice  it  in  fonie 
future  number.  T.  C.  A. 

y^  OD.  "  A  Being  that  loves  eflentially  all  his  crea- 

^^  "  tures,  and  ddSres  neceflarily  the  happinefs  of 

^'  what  he  loyes ;  a  Being  that  had  no  other  defign  iix 

*^  creating,  but  to  make  them  happy  for  ever  in  the 

*^  knowledge,  and  love  of  his  houndlefe  perfedlions ; 

*^  a  Being  that  knows,  wills,  and  employs  continually 

*^  all  the  means  neceflary  to  lead  all  his  intelligent 

*^  creatures,  without  exception,  to  their  ultimate  and 

*^  fupreme  happinefs,  Can  never  beconxe  indifferent 

*^  about  them,  ceafe  to  intereft  himfelf  in  them,  and 

*^  abandon  them  to  everlafting  mifery.      He  can 

-^  never  be  ddighted  with  their  imperfections ;  he 

*^  never  can  take  any  pleafure  in  their  fufifcrings  j 

*^  all  his  puniftiments  therefore  muft  be  remedies,  and 

*^  all  his  feverities  falutary  cures," 

Ss^3  To 
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Q  UERIES  On  John  L  1,  %  3,  14^ 
To  the  Editor  of  the  UtwverfaUJfs  MifctJlarr^. 

PEAK  SIR^ 

Many  and  various  have  been  the  opinions  of  m^n  rc- 
fpecfting  him  who  is,  in  Scripture,  called  the  Son  of 
God.  By  inferting  the  following  lines  in  your 
,  Monthly  Magazine,  it  may  incline  fome  one  or 
other  of  your  readers  to  return  an  anfwer  to  two  Oft 
thfee  queries  therein  contained, 

Your's  fincerely, 

T.F. 

IN  the  firft  tiree  or  four  yerfes,  of  the  firft  chapter 
t)f  the  Gofpel  according  to  St.  Jobn^  we  have 
thefe  words,  ^^  In  the  beginning  was  the  word,  and  the 
word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was  God.'*-^^^  AB 
things  were  made  by  him ;  and  without  him  was  not 
ahy  thing  made  that  was  made.*' 

QVERY. 

Who  or  what  are  we  to  underftand  by  that  obje<9^ 
perfon,  being,  or  thing,  prefenled  to  our  view,  by  tho 
pronoun  tfm  ?  Can  any  thing  lefs  than  proper  Deity 
be  afcribed  unto  him,  feeing  he  made  all  things  ? 
Yet  it  is  clear  he  is  diftindl  from  him  who  is  the  Fa- 
ther, becaufe  He  is  faid  to  be  with  him,  i.  e.  with 
God ;  whom  we  call  the  Father-  My  own  judgment 
is,  that  he  who  is  called  the  worJ^  is  the  real  and  pro- 
per Son  of  God ;  and  that  he  was  the  fon  of  God 
iefore  he  took  flefh ;  as  I  think  we  ihalt  make  appear^ 

Some 
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$<^p  pf  my  friends,  who  ^e  not  favour&Ue  to  the 
i^lj^iie  of  the  Trinity,  and  diftincS:  perfonality  ki 
th^  (3odh^d>  thifdt  thdt  by  the  W^^>  we  are  not  to 
conceive  any  tJiing  like  ^  diftindl  pbje<S^  from  that 
iffkich  he  is  faid  to  he  with  j  t|iat  We  Ihould  view  it 
9»  w*  do  the  word  Wifiiom>  in  Prov.  viii*  where  we 
iind  tik^  word  Wifdom  promifed^  an4  retn-eTented  a^ 
rejoidngy  delightmgj  heiftg  brought  tip  with,  &c.  To 
iky  nc^ng,  whether  qr  not,  this  may  not  be  the  very 
fame  objeA  as  the  Logos  or  fForJ^  in  the  pa0ige  be  < 
^bre  Us;  I  cannot  agree  to  that  mode  of  neafoping* 
For  akhoQgh  it  is  true>  that  the  Moft  High>  in  an4 
by  wifdoifa>  laid  the  foufidation  of  l^e  earth,  and 
trc&cd  thb  whole  uxu^erie^  and  the  poot  man  by  hi* 
wiiiiom^  &ved  the  little  city,  as  mentjionQd  by  •^oJp-^ 
mon,  yet  it  would  ibund  firange  and  Uncommon  to 
iay  wifdom  x^reated  the  world.  Yfit  ht  who  is  called 
the  If^ord.  did  make  dll  tilings* 

in  the  J4th  verfe,  of  this  firtft  of  Joho,  ^t'  rfead 
tijat,  *^  The  Word  was  made  fleUi>  .&c.'*  iQuery, 
.  Who  or  what,  object,  pcrfon,  being  or  thing,  ww 
that  whi^  was  made  flefh  ?  Was  it  not  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Let  us  take  a  ddiberate  view  of  the  words^ 
and  Ilhink  we  ihall  yery  eafily  perceive  the  Logos  or 
IP^d,  is  tie  governing  word  in  the  whole  verfe ;  a©d 
that  fcveral  things  are  prcdi<^ed  of  him.  ^^The 
Word  was  made  flefli,"  if  ib,  then  he  muft  have  prcr 
cxifted,  or  been  before  he  was  fo  made ;  otberwife  I 
S  s  4  cannot 
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cannot  make  fenfe  of  the  wdrd.  Being  mittkS  flelh, 
^^,  the  ^re/,  then,  in  that  mode^  dweh  ainongtif^ 
arid  we  hehdid  his  glory y  vii.  the  gloijr  of  the  llogos 
or  Woi-d,  now  tnade  flefli,  arid  dwelling  among  ta* 
It  i5i  added^  "  as  the  glbry  of  the  only  begottto  df  thcJ 
Father,  &c."  Now^  if  the  Word  Logos,  called  the 
fVord^  be  that  which  governs  the  whole  of  all  the 
different  parts  Of  the  veife,  which  feems  to  be  the  cafe, 
tbeii  is  evident,  that  it  Was  tJhe  Son  of  God  who  was 
made  flefli. 

That  there  is  a  plurality  in  the  Godhead  iis  evMenl^ 
I  think,  beyond  all  modeft  contradiction,  both  frum 
the  plilral  woi^  Elbhim,  rendered  God,  and  alfofromi 
fte  modie  of  expreffibrt  made  ufe  of  in  thfe  Sacred 
Grades.  How  elfe  muft  we  underftahd  fiich  like 
fehtences  as  tiiefe  ?  ^^  God  faid  let  US  make  iBaut 
in  OUR  image,  and  ^fter  OUR  likenefk'*  and>: 
*^  Behold  the  man  is  become  as  ONE  of  US.'!  Do  not 
foch  words,  Wfth  others  of  fimilar  import,  ^ilrongly 
imply  a  plurality  ?  For  want -of  a  more  proper,  ex^^ 
prdHon,  I  fometitties  have  made  ufe  of  the  word 
perfonality  or  perfonalities.  If  any  man  caa  point 
out  a  more  proper  word,  I  will  adopt  it; 

Having  faid  what  I  principally  had  in  view,  liUb- 
mit  it  to  any  who  may  read  it,  for  them  to  make  fuch 
remarks  and  improvements  they  may  fee  fwroper ;  fot 
if  the  truth  ht  but  brought  to  light  and  OTjoycd,  I 
am  happyj^ 

Your's  fincerely, 

Sutton  St.  Mar/,  TP    P 

Aug.  5,  1797,  A*  X-t 
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QUESTION  ON  INFINITE  POWER. 

DID  the  Almighty  ever  perform  a  work  dr  opera- 
tion abfolutely  infinite  ?  or,  in  other  words, 
That  which  is  equal  to  abfolute  infinite  poAver^  exert- 
ing itfelf  with  all  its  force  ?  or  will  he  in  future  do 
it  ?  and  what  is,  or  will  be  that  work  ? 

-/nil       ■  I  rrrf     ■     ■      i   "T     ''  'lii'1    r     ■      '  n    i      '■   i  '        1  , 

Salvation  anu  Restoration  ^istikouished, 

THE  words  to  Save,  Saviour,  Salvation,  &c.  fo 
much  ufed  in  our  New  Teftement,  conVey  not 
ihcforct  of  thcGrc^/az9, /oter,Jbteria.  In  the  Greek 
Teflameat,  1  Tim.  n.  I — 4.  ver.  3.  for  tins  is  gopd 
and  acceptable  btfore  God,  tmfoteros.  Our  reftorer, 
(i.  e.  into  man's  proper  life,  which  is  the  Divine  fa- 
vour: fee  aOthPfalm  v.  1  John  v.  12,  &c*)  who  will 
that  all  meja  (according  to  the  vulgar  tranflation)  be 
iaved  ;  (but  according  to  tlie  Gttsiifothejuu)  l^e  re- 
covwed  or  reftored,  and  be  converted  to  the  acknow- 
ledgonent  of  the  truth;  But  from  this  pafl&ge,  thus 
tranllated  by  the  Greek,  every  abfurdity  vanifhes :  It 
only  aflures  us,  that  God  wills  (what  at  prefent  is  not, 
iut  by  the  efficacy  of  his  will,  we  doubt  not,  fhall  in 
its  due  time  be  accomplished,  viz.)  that  all  men  fhall 
Jive,  or  as: in  the  Greek,  fotkmai,  he  recovered,  or 
reftored,  and  come  to  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
truth.  It  is  not  faid,  he  wills  that  all  men  fhould  be 
faved  from  the  wrafb  appointed  to  fall  upon  the  wick- 
ed in  geheral :  Scripture,  fpeaks.  nothing  of,  is  quitci 
iilent  as  to  atiy  fucb  will  in  God ;  it  fays,  only,  that 

/.  it 
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it  IS  the  will  of  God>  that  9II  ftall  live,  or  be  r** 
flitutcd* 

But  1ft.  we  afiinn  that  the  word  ^  faved,'  can  hy 
by  no  means  be  a  fit  tranflation  of  the  Gneel^y^/^ 
nai,  in  this  paflage;  becauie,  what  it  impc»tsis  fo 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  <^an  Apoille^  who  fo  well 
knew  that  all  nien  would  not  be  fibred,  fi^om  the 
wrath  of  God,  iii«  Col.  6.  which  would  come  upon 
the  children  of  dtiobedience.  The  Apoftle  Jolin^ 
in  a  like  caie,  ipeaks  thus :  1  John  v.  161.  ^^  If  Jmy 
^  man  fee  his  brother  fin  a  fin  which  is  not  unto 
^^  death,  he  fhall  afk,  and  he  will  gke  him.  Hfe,  for 
^^  him  that  finned  not  unto  death  :  there  is  a  fin 
^^  unto  death,  I  do  nert  &y  that  h$  (hall  pray  for  it  ;** 
For  God  wtUethnotthat  his  peOf^  (hould  pray  in  vtia* 
Doat.  iii.  26.  Jer.  vii.  l6.  and  xv.  1.  pat  can  it  be 
bdieyed  otherwiie,  than,  that  Paul  muft  have  tbotigM 
too,  like  John.  To  have  advifed  Timothy  to  pray  for 
what  he  well  knew  never  could  be  ?  Whereas  on  the 
other  hand,  fuppofing  Paul's  direAimis  to  Timothy^ 
to  have  been^  only  to  recommoMl  ^  men  in  his 
prayers,  to  the  mercy  of  Chrift  Jefus ;.  this  was  ac« 
ceptable  to  God,  and  a  praying  afi»r  the  tniod  of 
God ;  fince  his  will  is  th^at  all  men  fhaU  be  rdlored^ 
and  fo  be  delivered  firom  a  fiate  of  mifeiy.  •  It  is  alia 
praying  to  fome  purpofe,  not  only  becaufe  God 
knows  how  to  (how  maiby  to  them  that|)€riib,  at 
well  as  to  thofe  that  are  faved ;  but  alfd  becaufe  he 
has  in  bis  eye,  the  reaJ,  though  diA^nt  t^ilitutioa^ 
delivery,  and  quickening  of  all  his  creatures,  having 

1  Tim. 
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1  Tim.  ii*  6.  given  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all,  to  be  tef* 
tified  in  4ue  time^  to  marturion  kairoift  idiots. 

&it  adly.  It  being  evident,  that  Paul  could  not 
order  Timothy  to  pray  that  all  men  might  be  faved ; 
we  will  examine  what  be  muft  have  advifed  Timothy 
to,  in  the  viot^/othenai,  and  this  will  appear  in  the 
following  texts,  where  the  vrot^  fozafozomaimvi^ 
evidently  intend,  what  is  very  different  from  the 
meaning  of  our  Eng^iih  words,  to  fave,  to  be  faved, 
as  that  word  is  ufually  imderilood  by  us.  Mat.  ix. 
21,  22.  *^  And  ^  woman  (with  the  ifliie  of  blood) 
faid  within  beriUf,  if  I  may  but  tpuch  his  gannent 
Jothefomaiy  I  ihall  be  (not  faved,  but)  reftored  to 
health.;  and  the  woman  ejothey  (was  not  iaved,  but) 
refiored  to  healdi  fr<Hn  that  hour.  Mark  v.  21,  22, 
23.  And  Jairus  t)efought  him  greatly,  laying,  I  pray 
thee  lay  thy  hand  upon  her,  aposjbthe^  that  (he  (hi$ 
daughter)  might  (not  be  faved,  but)  be  reftored  to 
health.  Mark  vi.  56.  And  as  many  as  touched 
him,  ej^zcfnto,  were  recovered  to  health.  Adls  xiv.  9. 
And  Paul  perceiving  that  he  had  faiAy/othetiai,  to  be 
reftored  to  health,  iaid,  &c.  fee  alfo  Luke  viii.  36.  and 
xviii.  42.,A<a$  iv.  9.  James  V.  15. 

Hence  then  let  us  take  our  notion  of  the  words 
fozo/azomai,  when  applied  to  the  following  texts.  1  Ti- 
mothy xi.  4.  Who  wills  that  all  men  fhould  be  (not 
faved  from  the  wrath  prepared),  but  be  reftored  to 
health,  and  come  to  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
truth,    John  iii.  .17.    God  fent  his  Son  into  thc^ 

world. 
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VTorli,  that  the  world  through  him  might  bel,  (hot 
feved  from  wrath)  but  be  rcftored  to  health  ;  inajothe 
o  hfinos  di  auiou.  1  Tim.  iv.  lo.  Whd  is  thCj/S/^,  re- 
ftorer  of  all  men,  clpecially  of  the  fsuthful,  becaufe  hd 
(faves  them  even  from  the  wrath  prepared),  l  Johii 
iv.  14.  We  do  teftify  that  the  Fatiier  fent  the  Son  td 
hcj/otera  iou  hfmouy  the  Reftorer  of  the  ^<^orld,  not- 
withftanding  its  previous  doom  to  the  aebni^n  fire. 
So  again,  John  iv*  42.  This  is  indeed  the  Reftorer  of 
the  world j  the  Chrift,  ahthosfote  tmkofmou  o  Chrtjlosy 
i.  e.  becaufe  the  world's  recovery  Orrelioration,  will 
be  its  laft  reiburce  in  Chrift,  therefore,  is  out  Lord 
thus  called  its  Reftorer. 

A  critical  obferver  will,  I  think,  find  the  words, 
fozo  fo%omaiy  when  Ipoken  with  reference  to  a  ftatc 
of  evil,  or  danger,  into  which  i  man  is  fallen,  to  fig- 
nify  to  deliver,  torefcue;  So  Mat.  xxvii.  42.  He, 
e/vzerty  delivered  others,  can  he  not  deliver  (JbzatJ 
himfdf  ?  But  when  fpoken  in  reference  to  a  ftate  o^ 
happinefs,  or  blefling  loft,  or  from  which  man  is 
feUen ;  it  fignifies,  to  reftore,  or  recover ;  lb  Luke 
xix.  10.  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  feek,  and* 
(fofyi  to  apololos)  to  recover  that  which  was  loft.' 
So  that,  though  in  Englifti,  we  (ay,  a  man  is  ddiver- 
but  of  a  ftate  of  danger  or  mifery,  and  that  he  is  re-i- 
ftored  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity  or  happinefi ;  yet  in 
Greek,  the  fame  word  ferves  both  purpofes.  But  I 
no  where  find  that  the  verb  {Jozo^  imports  the  fame 
with  the  verb  (tereo.)  When  the  Greeks  would  figtoify,' 

to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JFHE  UNIVERSALIST  S  MISCELLANT.  413 

U>  favc,  preferve,  to  keep  from  mifchief,  they  ufed 
the  verb  fUreoJ.  So  xvii.  John  15.  I  pray  not  that 
thou  Ihouldefl  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that 
thoij  fliQiuldeft  faye,  preferve,  or  fecure  then),  iria. 
tenfe^  autous^  from  the  evil  one.  iii.  Rev.  10,  I 
will  preferve,  fecure,  or  fave  thee  from  the  hour  of 
temptation,  which  (hall  come  upon  all  the  world  to 
try  them^  Jude  1.  Jude,  the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift 
to  be'fan6lified  by  God  the  Father ;  preferved,  fc- 
cured,  faved  teteremenolsy  in  Jefus  Chrift,  &c.  1  ThefH 
y,  23.  I  pray  Grod,  your  whole  fpirit,  foul  and 
body,  be  preferved,  feciured,  f^ved,  tefetheiey  blameleis, 
unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  A^^d  thus  it  is  alfa 
f^id  of  worldly  tre^ures;  as  xi.  John  10.  But  thou 
liaft  preferved,  fecured,  or  faved, /^/^r^^^^f,  the  good 
wine  untfl  now; 

The  above  is  a  quotation  from  letters  on  Uni- 
verfal  Reftitution,  by  Geqrge  gtonchoufe,  M,  A. 
late  Vicar  of  Illington,  page  138.  The  defign  of  it- 
is  to  fhew^he  difference  of  the  difpenfationsof^fo^- 
tion  and  reftoration,  which  by  fopie  are  confounded 
tpgether ;  but  the  Scriptures  diftinguifli  thefe,  and 
reprefent  that  the  faved  fhall  not  come  into  con- 
demnation ;  fliall  have  part  in  the  frjl  refurre6lion  ; 
ihall  reign  in  life,  with  Chrift  ;  fhall  be  priefts,  or, 
communicators  of  divine  grace  to  all  others,  having 
received  abundance  of  grace  for  that  purpofe.  Where- 
as the  rejlored  will  be  condemned,  caft  into  the  lake, 
apd  be  fubjeil  to  the  age  of  judgment ;    and  until 

fubdued 
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fubduedthcy  fliall  not  fefc  the  light.  WhattKli- 
gence  then  ought  we  all  to  give,  that  we  may  efcape 
dil  thofe  things  which  are  coming  upon  the  wicked, 
and  be  found  worthy  to  ftand  before  tfce  Son  of 
Man,  W.V. 


sahaat 


RULE  FOR  UNDERSTANDING  thb  W0RD> 
^iZ,  IN  SCRIPTURE. 

IT  is  well  known  that  the  word  a^,  as  it  occurs 
in  the  Scriptures  admits  various  acceptations^ 
Sometimes  it  means  literaHy  and  mathematically,  fh^ 
wbole^  without  any  exceptioh  ;  at  other  times  only  a 
fart,  and  fometimes  only  a  /mail  fart.  Thdh  dif-p 
ferent  ufcs  of  it  have  contributed  much  to  fupport 
tbc  contfoverfy,  which  has  long  exifted  concerning 
the  extent  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  Chriftians  on 
both  fides,  have  argued  with  apparent  force,  altera 
natcly  inCfting  on.  the  reftri6kd  or  jmlimtrd  fetife  of 
the  word.  Could  a  certain  rule  be  found  in  tho 
Scriptures  themfelves,  to  determine  always  how  we 
are  to  imderftand  it,  much  difpute  would  be  avoid;^ 
ed,  and  the  controveriy  relative  to  the  extent  df  the 
death  of  Chrift  would  be  fettled  ;  and  by  the  iame 
rule,  the  do6lrine  of  the  Reftoration  inJght  be  proved 
to  be  true  or  falfe.  It  is  reafondfle  to  foppdfe  that 
the  Scriptures  do  afford  Sufficient  ground  ibr  fuch  a 
rule:  for  it  is  contended  that  the  bible  is  a  y&i». 

book. 
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bbok,  and  ealy  to  be  undcrftood,  in  aiJ  its  doSrines 
and  precephy  by  levery  honeft  atid  diligent  reader,  of 
it.    Let  the  following  rule  therefore  be  kept  in  view, 
viz.  That  whenever  we  meet  with  the  word  ally  in 
oonne6lion  with  any  point  of  doBrhtey  it  always 
means  Hterally  and  mathematically  the  %vhole,  includ- 
ing all  its  parts ;  but  where  it  is  ufed  hi^orically,  it 
frequently  admits  of  hyperhole.   This  ufe  of  the  word 
is  confident  with  common  fenfe  and  common  ufage. 
If  any  man  can  find  ^Jingle  exception  to  this  rule  in  \ 
the   whole  bible,  he  is  invited  to  make  it  known.' 
To  illuftrate  this  rule,  confider  Heb.  li.  8.  For  ifi  that\\ 
he  put  all  in  Juhje£lion  under  hiniy    he  left  nothing  \ 
thai  is  not  put  under  him.    And  alfo  1  Cor.  xiv.   J 
27.     For  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet.     Bui-    ! 
when  he  faith  all  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manl^ 
fefl  that  he,  only,  is  excepted  which  did  put  all  things 
under  him.     In  thefe  paflages  the  Apofile  ^ives  in- 
fiances  of  the  word  being  taken  in  its  fuUeft  lati- 
.  tude,  when  conne6led  with  do6lrines.  When  we  meet 
with  it  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Chrift  for  men^  the 
feme  exteniive  fenfe  of  the  word  is  neceftarily  under- 
flood  as  Ifai.  liii.  C     The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the^ 
iniquity   (^  us  all.    The  prophet  had  been   faying,   ^ 
all  we  like  Jheep  have  gont  aftray :  we  have  turned 
every  one  to  his  own  way.    It  is  evident  that  he  here 
defcribcs  the  whole  human  tace ;  for  we  have  all  fin- 
ned and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God ;  fo  that  he 
aflerts,  that,  all,  who  have  gone  aftray,  have  had. 

their 
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their  iniquities  laid  upon  Chrift.  This  can  never  be 
difproved,  unlefs  it  can  be  (hewed  tlmt  fome  metj 
have  not  finned ;  which  would  be  aq  ei^preis  contra-;^ 
4i<^ion  both  to  Scripture  and  experience. 

In  hiilorical  pailages^  it  is  different^  as  in  Matt.  iii. 
5, 6.  Then  went  out  to  him  Jerujaleniy  and  all  Judea^ 
and  all  the  region  round  about  Jordan^  and  were  haf^ 
tized  of  him  in  Jordan.  Here,  we  muft  uqderfland 
only  a  part  of  Jerufalejn,  &p.  For  we  are  elfewhere 
told,  that  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifees  rejefted  John'a 
baptifin. 

But  we  are  no  where  toW  of  any  for  whom  Chrift 
did  not  die ;  nor  any  where  told  of  any  who  are  not 
given  to  bim^  &c.  It  is  prefumed  therefore,  that  ^hft 
above  rule  is  ftridlly  true,  apd  if  kept  in  view,  ia 
reading  the  Scriptures,  will  be  jpf  great  fervice  to  feri- 
9us  inquirers  after  truth.  W.  V, 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF 
J.AVATEJI. 

I  WAS  quite  alone  in  the  evening,  and  felt  Ibme 
inclination  to  devotion^  I  began  to  iing  hymns. 

How  often  does  niy  heart  complain,  &c. 
When  once  the  trials  of  this  life,  &c» 

My  mind  was  very  much  afiedled,  and  my  filent  joy 
rofe  by  degrees  to  a  real  rapture.  One  tear  of  joy 
followed  the  other,;  I  became  fb  unfpeakably  happy, 
tiiat  I  funk  dfiwn  upon  my  face,  forgetting  every  things 

around 
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HfQuhd  me,  and  feeling,  only  the  prefence  of  God.  I 
was  feofible  of  my  great  weaknefs,  my  want  of  merit, 
my  iiothing,  and  O  God  how  unfpeakably  did  I  perr 
ceive  thy  greatnefs,  thou  fource  of  life  !  God,  all  in 
all !  J  prayed  with  a  fervor  fo  powerful,  penetrating, 
and  confiding  in  G<xi,  with  fuch  a  humility,  devo- 
tion, warmth  of  joyfulnefs,  that  I  fencied  to  be  tranf- 
lated  to  a  new  and  better  world.  Several  doctrines 
and  paflages  of  the  New  Teftament  made  an  unutter- 
able impreiEon  upon  me ;  but  I  was  particularly 
ftruck  by  the  words :  "  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being."  Here  !  here !  where  I  am 
praying,  the  infinite  God  is  prefent !  My  Creator  ! 
(O  what  fi:rong  and  powerful  fenfations  roufes  this 
word.  Creator y  within  my  breafl: !)  my  Creator  is  here  ! 
the  Spirit  of  (pints  who  lives  from  eternity  to  eternity^ 
the  Creator  of  all  the  numberlefs  worlds.  He  who 
converfed  with  Mofes,  and  Abraham  and  Ifaiah,  with 
St.  Paul  and  John,  the  father  of  all,  he  whofe  breath 
1  am-»-^ — my  Creator  !  O  !  how  many  thoufand 
times  have  I  forgot  thee  (thou  father  in  conceal- 
ment !)  Omniprefent  1  Invifible  !  My  pray  era  encomr- 
paflfed  all  human  kind,  all  the  inmates  of  my  houfe, 
friends,  fellow  citizens,  enemies,  all  Chrifl:ians,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  the  objedls  of  it ;  I 
penetrated  to  the  moft  diftant  feas,  into  the  deepeft 
mines,  dungeons  ;  I  included  the  whole  human  race 
-—prefent  and  future  times  and  nations — infants  in 
.  their  mother's  womb— deceafed — damned — ^yea — Sa- 
VoL.  I.  ^  T  t  tan 
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tan  himfelf.  I  prayed  for  all  to  the  infinite^  '^Ktt  If 
prefertt  every  where ;  prayed  with  the  mod  affe<ftibri-» 
ate  love,  and  with  the  deepfeft  fenfe  of  my  nothirig- 
nefs,  Ihedding  a  llream  of  melting  tears  of  love  and 
joy.  I  fupplicated  him  to  have  rtiercy  on  tXi  in  all 
eternity.  "  Thou  art  love,  yes,  thou  art  love  ;  and 
thou  haft  extended  thy  mercy  to  the  moft  unx^orthy 
of  all.  Father  of  all !  Creator  of  all !  Love,  eternal 
love !  extend  foon  thy  mercy  to  all  !'*  This,  and  far 
more  than  I  can  deicribe  I  felt ;  but  then  I  was  alfo 
repeatedly  feized  with  a  fecrel  dread,  and  an  obfcure 
apprchenfion,  that  this  happy  lituatioti  of  mind  would 
foon  pafs  away,  and  that  I  (hould  relapfe  again  into 
my  former  infenfibility. 

This  too,  forced  fervent  fighs  to  God,  from  my 
bofom,  and  I  befought  him  with  tears  always  to  keep 
tne  firm  in  fentiments,  which  will  enable  me  to  look 
joj^uUy  back  on  this  hour.  I  am  well  aware,  that  if 
I  fliould  communicate  this  happy  fituation  to  any 
perfon,  the  firft  wordj  or  the,  firft  look,  of  him  to 
whom  I  (hould  relate  it,  would  not  be  very  propitious  to 
me ;  that  look  would  perhaps,  accufe  me  of  faniticifm ; 
I  know  however  that  my  heart,  and  underftanding 
are  equally  far  remote  from  fanaticifm.  Lively  fenti- 
ments of  truth,  or  fentiments  which  the  pureft  and 
cooleft  reafon  would  find  conform  to  the  truth,  al- 
though they  (hould  not  tje  under  our  controul,  can- 
not be  fanatic  or  fufpe6led. 

It  is  impoffible  that  I  ever  could  be  too  bumble  or 

too 
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itoP  J<^fiil,  when  contempl^ipg  tfcQ  infinite  love  pf 
iGod.  Chrift  entertaips  fuch  fentirpent?  toward^  m^ 
he  bw  done  for  mb  things  (o  infinitely  great^  that 
even  the  moft  fervent  adorfttipn  and  the  moft  fervent 
J^edprpcftl  love,  uever  can  be  qprnp^red  witl)  it.  Th? 
coolefl:  reafon  will  rfways  find  difprpp^Ttions  betweei* 
ihc  Ipye  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  aftd  ^ur^.  Th^  cjiief  ppint 
}9y  M  f£^  as  I  can  fee  in  the  prefencp  &f  God,  th^ow 
feeUngis.be  fpunded  on  truth. 

I  ^now  the  nature  pf  my  foul^  a9  lijtjtte  els  the  maa- 
fier  m  which  the  almjghty  Godhead^  Cjan  ioflyence 
fpiritp :  if  i%  be  the  will  of  .God,  th«t  I  fhalJ  look  upon 
a  fentiment  as  his  immediate  work^.  lie  VfiH  eertainly 
^iilmguiih  it  fiifiiciently  from  all  fefatioieatB,  which 
may  arife  in  a  nati^  way.  Suffice  .it  thdt  ^vpfy 
fentiment  conform  to  tnxt\\,  which  canrieg  me  nje^r^ 
to  the  conne6lion  witlr  God,  ii^  .which  Chrift  h^ 
plajced  me,  muft  originate  in  fome  m^n^r  or  othj^r 
^m  God  the  fource  of  all  that  is  g!6od^  Ht  ^Qfte 
is  the  only  author  of  fuch  fentiments,  and  }  cato  neVj^r  . 
perfuade  myfelf  that  when  I  am  fenfihle  of  n>y  we^- 
nefsi  the  omniprefence,  the  ^ll-fuffijaieiicy  of  G^d, 
and  the  infinite  mercy  of  Chrift,  when  I  am  fe»fi.We 
of  all  this  in  profound  adoration,  and  amid  te^y^  pf 
joy,  and  feem  almoft  to  be  melted  by  thefe  feelings, 
that  this  lie  fanaticifm,  delulion  of  fancy,  or  fome- 
thing  blameable.  During  all  the  time  I  am  indulg- 
ing in  thefe  fecKngs,  I  am  in  a  fituation  in  which  it 
is  impofiible  I  ihould  difpleafe  God.  I  muft  only 
•  •     T  t  IJ  take 
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take  care  not  to  look  on  that  fituation  as  a  fymptom 
of  my  being  in  a  ftate  of  grace ;  that  is  as  a  proof  of 
my  perfonal  and  conftant  capacity  to  be  leaked  to 
the  heavenly  communion  with  God ;  although  that 
'  fituation  (hould  be  ever  fo  good,  fo  godl&e,  yet  it 
would  contribute  tp  my  coiuiemnation,  if  it  fhottld ' 
not  .make  me  more  virtuous,  boneft,  a^ve,' and 
humble  in  my  behaviour,  &c.  &c;  in  the  fanie  degree 
as  a  virtuous  a6lion  does,  indeed  not  ceaie  ^^iiig  a 
good  deed,  although  I  fhould  again  tranigrcfs ;  but, 
neverthelefs,  is  infufficient  by  i//^^,  to  pmmote  my 
falvatioriy  if  Hot  new  a<9:ion8  flowing  frbm  the  pureft 
fources  cbnftantly  fuccced  it  i        .  . 

I  thank  God  with  fincere  afFedtion  for  theun- 
ipeakable  mercy  he  has  to  day  granted  to  me  the 
moft  unworthy  of  his  fubjeds,  and  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  that  this  fenfe  fo  conformable  to.  truth,  is  his 
work,  fomc  how  or  other ;  I  will  pray  to  him  to  pre- 
ferve  it  in  my  heart,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  things 
will  allow,  and  to  render  it  a  new  fourcc  of  fublime 
virtues ;  and  in  order  to  imprint  that  fituation  deeper 
upon  my  heart,  and  to  have  a  livelier  fenfe  pf  its 
eontraft  with  other  thoughtlefs  and  vicious  fitua- 
tions,  I  will  defign  a  drawing  of  it,  which  fhaB  be  ^ 
cpnftant  remembrancer  to  me.  ;  ; 


jye^encc 
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Defence  of  Mofes,  or  a  General  Vte%v  of  his  Infiituilons^ 
being  the  fuhjlance  of  a  Difcourfe,  lately  delivered  at 
Parliament'Court  Chapel. 

NOTHING  is  moire  common  in  our  day  than  to 
hear  the  law  of  Mofes  charged  wili  injuftice, 
folly,  and  vice ;  and  his  whole  oeconomy  reprefented 
as  not  only  unworthy  of  God ;  but  unworthy  of  the 
wifdom  of  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  man.  On 
this  ground  modern  deifts  often  attack  Revelation, 
«nd  by  railing  Moubts  of  the  Divinity  of  the.  writings 
of  Mofes,  they  fap  the  foundation  of  all  the  reveale4 
.  truth.  To  candid  and  attentive  readers  6f  the  Scrip- 
tures, the  following  thoughts  will  not. perhaps  bfe 
new ;  as  their  own  obfervation  may .  have  long  ^go 
fuggefted  them ;  but  to  the  more  inaccurate,  and 
iefs  thoughtful  friend  of  Revelation,  tiiey  may;  have 
their  ufe.  Would  mankind  read  the  bible  with  the 
fame  degree  of  diligence  and  candour,  with  which 
they  read  other  writings,  the  evidence  of.  its. divinity 
would  naturally  make  its  way  into  the  mind.  I  fay 
this  under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  the  facred  \vritings 
will  hear  the  clofeft  inveftigation  :  that  they  were  iii- 
tonded  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  that  they  are 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  their  end.  The  following 
*  traits  of  the  Mofaic  law,  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  general  wifdom  and  benevolence  of 
Scripture.  Deut.  vi.  24.  jind  the  Lord  commanded  us 
to  do  all  thefe  ftatutesy  to  fear  the  Lord  our  Qody  and 
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for  our  good  always^  In  thefe  words  we  h^ve  the 
great  defign  exprefled,  which  God  hj^d  in  yiew^  in 
giving  the  Ifraelite^  the  Mqfaic  inftitutions.  It  was 
thm  good.  God  is  an  independent  and  all-fiifficient 
fieing,  ever  blefled  and  happy  in  himfelf ;  a^^d  we 
^e  aflured  alfo,  that  his  nature  is  Urue^  It  is  highly 
n^fonable^  therefOTc,  to  fuppofe  tbjit  every  revelation 
which  he  rashes  of  himfelf,  nnift  be  for  the  good  of 
his  creature;  this  is  exprefdy  ailerted  concerning 
the  law  which  he  gave  by  Mofes.  Can  a  more  fub- 
lime  thought  of  Deity  be  expreflfed  ?  God  is  not  rc- 
piiefcnted  as  a  hard  mafter,  exa6Ung  unr^fonable 
things,  and  capricioufly  putting  their  obedience  to 
the  teft  by  enjoining  unprosfitable  inftitutions,  to  (hew 
his  own  fovereignty ;  as  even  fpme  Chriftians  have 
unwarily  faid ;  but  as  a  wife  and  gracious  F%1fher  ^vr 
ing  laws  to  promote  and  fecure  perfonal  apd  fecial 
happinefs  among  his  creatures.  Let  us  take  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  we  ihall  find  thi$ 
account  of  their  intentioa  juftified  by  their  excel- 
lency. 

-  1 .  There  were  no  fecrets  in  the  dilpenfation  of 
Mofes,  every  thing  in  the  Jewifh  religion  was  known 
to  the  people.  The  law  was  exprefsly  commanded 
to  be  read  to  the  whole  nation,  every  feventh  year, 
and  the  people  were  exhorted  to  learn  the  law,  and 
to  be  fo  acquainted  with  it,  as  to  talk  of  it  to  their  chil- 
dren when  they  laid  down,  and  when  they  rofe  up, 
i.  t.  night  and  morning ;  and  when  they  went  out, 

when 
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when  they  came  in,  and  when  tbdy  walked  by  the 
way*  Their  feligion  was  not  thought  to  be  above 
vulgar  comprehenfion  ;  but  as  it  was  intended  foi*  the 
ufe  of  dl,  fo  all  were  commanded  to  be  acquainted 
with  it.  In  this,  the  religion  of  Mofes  was  intirely 
different  from  the  religion  of  the  wifeft  of  the  bed- 
then,  nations.  The  Egyptians,  Perfians,  Gred:^,  Ro- 
mans, &c.  all  had  their  myfteriess  which  were  ftudi- 
oufly  kept  from  public  knowledge,  under  pretence 
that  mankind  in  general  were  not  fit  to  be  acquainted 
with  them.  A  fure  proof  this,  of  prieftcraft ;  which 
hated  mark,  the  Jewifti  jaw  is  happily  free  from. 

2.  The  Jewifh  commonwealth  in  all  its  privileges, 
the  kingly  and  prieftly  offices  excepted,  was  open 
to  all  nations,     AH  the  privileges  of  a  civil  or  reli- 
gious kind,  might  be  enjoyed  by  every  one  who  chofe 
to  embrace  them.     One  lawy  fays  Mofes,  Jhdll  he  to 
thejtranger,  and  to  the  home  bom.     It  has  been  gene^ 
rally  fuppofed,  that  the  Jewifh  laws  were  intended  to 
exclude  the  other  nations  of  the  world.   It  is  granted 
that  they  were  intended  to  feparate  the  Jews  from 
other  nations;  but  not  to  keep  other  nations  from 
free  excefs  to  Jewifh  privileges :  for  to  the  Jews  were 
committed  the  law,  and  the  lively,    or  life-giving 
oracles  of  God,  for  the  good  of  other  men  ^  and  the 
difpeniation  of  Mofes,  held  out  its  bands  to  all,  and 
even  thofe  Gentiles  who,   convinced  of  the  unity 
of  Crod,  yet,  did  not  embrace  the  law,  had  the  privi- 
lege of  offering  burnt  offerings  to  Jehovah.  >Vei«ad 
in  Jofephus  of  many  illullrious  Gentiles  who  did  this, 

and 
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and  in  the  Second  Temple  there  was  a  court  appra-* 
priated  to  the  Gentiles  -  though  in  the  firft,  thejr 
woiihipped  the  one  Jehovah,  in  the  fame  court  with 
the  Jews.  The  feparating  of  them  was  a  piece  of 
felf  righteous  pride  of  the  Jews  of  latter  ages,  who 
had  departed  from  the  benevolent  fpirit  of  their  own 
law.  The  exceptions  to  baftards,  and  Moabites,  &c- 
who  were  not  to  enter  into  the  congregation^  of  the 
Lordy  to  the  tenth  generation  ;  or  to  the  age  ;  do  not 
contradidl  this,  as  the  ptohibition,  according  to  the 
beft  Jewifh  writers,  means  nothing  more  than  their 
cxclufion  from  office  in  the  nation.  All  common 
privileges,  civil  and  religious,  being  open  to  them. 
Thus  the  Jews,  like  all  others  who  truly  ferve  God, 
were  both  to  get  good,  and  do  good. 

3,  The  Sabbattical  year  was  an  inftitution  of 
mercy.  In  that  year  every  Hebrew  fervant  wais  to 
go  out  free,  with  gifts  from  his  maftcn  If  he  had 
even  been  fold  for  debt,  he  v^as  to  go  out  free.  And 
all  debts  were  in  that  year  for'  ever  cancelled.  The 
unreafonablc  and  barbarous  punifhment  of  imprifon*- 
ment  for  debt  was  unknown  in  the  law  of  Mofes^ 
and  the  rational  one  of  fervitude  was  enjoined.  But 
as  all  debt  and  fervitude  ceafed,  on  thp  year  of  reft/ 
this  was  a  ftrong  bar  in  the  way  of  contradling  great 
debts  ;  for  what  man  who  had  property  would  fufFer 
.  another  to  incur  a  great  debt,  which  in  the  courfe  of 
law  would  foon  be  obliterated.  The  facility  of  coi>- 
tradling  debts,  is  a  great  evil,  and  often  a  dreadful 
fource  of  woe  both  to  creditor  and  debtor,    Jehovah 
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vdfcly  impeded  the  progrefs  of  fuch  who  wiflied  to 
contra6l  debts,  and  inflidl  the  puniftiment  of  fervi- 
tude  upon  it ;  at  the  fame  time  he  made  a  merciflil 
provifion,  that  would  in  a  few  years  relieve  thoiie 
diftrefled  men,  whofe  misfortunes  unavoidably  plung- 
fed  them  into  embarraflinents. 

Thie  Sabbattical  year  may  alfo  be  viewed  as  a  grand 
and  illuftrious  proof  of  the  divinity  of  the  miffion  of 
Mofes.  It  was  an  open  appeal  to  the  world  at  large, 
as  well  as  to  the  Jews  in  particular,  of  the  thith  ot 
iall  that  Mofes  hiid  delivered  as  from  God.  For  what 
impoftor  would,  of  could  have  promifed  a  fupply  for 
the  wants  of  a  whole  nation  every  feventh  year,  with- 
but  toil  or  tillage  ?  But  Mofes  did  this,  and  added 
thr&itenings  in  cafe  of  their  difobedience,  which  were 
litctally  fulfilled,  as  the  Jewifh  hiftoiy  and  the  writ- 
ings of  the  prophets  demonftrate. 
{To  it  continued,  J 


POETRY. 


To  tie  Editor  of  the  UniverfaUjfs  Mijcellany. 
It  is  now  (bme  years  fmce  I  wrote  the  following  lines,  after 
hearing  Mt.  Winchefter  preach  from  a6  Matt.  xxiv.  "  It 
**  had  been  good  for  that  man,  if  he  had  never  been  born,^* 
If  you  think  them  any  anfwer  to  the  letter  of  Imlah,  th^y 
arc  at  your  fervice. 

i.  TF  it  was  fordid  love  of  golden  duft 

A  That  caus'd  poor  Judas  to  betray  his  trufl: ; 
Surely,  where  pow'r  and  wealth,  and  malice  join, 
Tb  bring  to  bear  fo  murd'rous  a  defign  i 
VoL.L  ^  tJu  Me 
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l^  would  large  fum^  have  afkM  I  a  golden  (lore  ! 
Enough  to  make  Aim  wealthy,  \yho  w^s  pocH*. 

a.  If  his  deltb'rate  msflice  made  Chrift  bleed^ 
This  then  b  murder,  by  alL  earth  decreed. 
The  friend  oif  Jtft:^s  could  fell  ipalice  m<>vc  I 
One  who  his  pow'r  beheld,  and  felt  his  love  ! 
OnCf  who,  lil^e  Juds^,  knew  no  guileful  art, 
.Could  malice  hide  from  him,  whoHearcIi'd  the  heart  I 

3.  But|  'twas  Ambition  widi  her  dazzling  cl^rn^^ 
Allur'd  bis  genius  to  her  flatt Ving  arm$; 
Fainted  the  years,  fhat  he  had  labour'd  ha|:d| 
Nor  yet  beheld  the  long  defir'd  reward  ; 
Then  bade  him  rife,  and  hurry  glory  or^, 
And  with  his.  Lord  obtain  an  earthly  crown. 

4.  So  when  from  heav-n  the  great  archangel  fell, 
-Twas  pride,  that  tempting,  cad  him  down  %o  hell ; 
Unmindful  whence  his  evVy  honor  flow*d, 
for  powV  he  fought^  and  would  be  like  to  God  t 
Thus  Judas  with  ambitious  thoughts  poffeft,^ 
Became,  thro*  vile  ingratitude,  unbleft. 

5.  Reasoning  perhaps,  within  htmfelf  he  faid^ 
f  Surely,  I  need  not  be  of  harm  afraid; 

*  When  his  proud  foes  would  touch  hi$(  facred  head^ 

*  One  mighty  look  will  ftrike  the  wretchps  dead ; 

*  Then  will  he  take  his  own  almighty  pow'r, 

*  And  with  him,  I  /hall  reign  from  ihor^  to  flipre.^ 

6.  But  when  Iamb-like  he  faw  his  mafter  yield  ; 
Nor  (hew  his  pow-r,  nor  yet  contend  the  field : 
When  he  beheld  him  at  the  Judgment  feat. 
Meekly  to  their  unjuft  decrees  fuhmit ; 


How 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


!rHS  UNIVEKSAtlST's  MtSCBLL^lTf.  427 

How  then  was  all  his  foul  o*erwhelmM  with  iear  I 
Remorfe^  and  madnefs,  hurry'd  on  defpair  I 

7.  Judasy  alas !  thou  didft  thy  mafter  know ; 
Why  not  with  contrite  tears  unto  him  go  ? 
Confefs  thy  luft  of  pow'r,  thy  wicked  pride^ 
And  beg  l^is  goodneis  all  thy  fin  to  hide  ; 

Jf  thus  thou  hadft  like  weeping  Peter  gond, 

j^ardon,  and  peace>  and  joy  diou  wouldft  have  known. 

8.  Better,  faf  better,  not  to  have  been  bom  : 
Than  thus  to  be  of  ev'ry  glory  fliorn. 

Three  years  to  bear  reproach,  and  want,  and  fhame> 
Then  die  difpairing,  with  a  finner's  name  I 
To  lofe  the  fruit  of  all  thy  toil  and  care, 
^hro'  pride,  impatience,  folly  and  defpair ! 

9.  Better,  far  better,  ne*er  have  feen  this  earth  ; 
^ut  been  dill  bom,  a. dead  womb-ftrangled  birth. 
From  murder  free,  and  free  from  guilt  and  pain. 
Pure  from  all  fin,  and  pure  from  ev*ry  ftain, 
jConveyM  by  angels  to  that  bright  abode, 

■^bere  lifping  choirs,  pour  forth  their  praife  to  God  I 

|o.  Parent  of  Man,  upon  thy  name  I  call 
To  keep  me,  leaft  that  I,  like  Judas  fall. 
Jn  concious  weaknefs  all  my  fpirit  hide. 
From  mad  Ambition's  empty  vicious  pride  ; 
Nor  let  impatience  ever  make  me  fwerve 
From  thy  commands, Jn  tiopes  ^y  cau<fe  Ip  ferve. 


ODE  TO  FRIENPSHm 

ON  TH^  APPROACH  OP  WINTER. 

THE  pride  of  Spring  is  faded  round  ; 
No  more  the  vocal  groves  refound^ 
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Td  charm  ih*  attdntivc  car  i 
Fair  Flora's  painted  offspring  dies  ; 
All  bounteous  Autumn  fwiftly  flies* 

And  "Winter's  frowns  appear, 

Ko  more  the  balmy  wbflem  breeze^ 
Sighs  foftly  through  the  treiid)Uog  trees; 

Refponfive  to  the  ftrains 
Of  (bepherd's  pipes»  and  murmuring  rillsj 
No  more  gay  plenty  crowns  the  hills. 

Nor  decks  the  laughing  plains. 

In  this  diirk  feafon,  what  can  chear,- 
The  drooping  heart,  or  bani(h  care, 

But  friendfhip's  placid  pow'r  ? 
Which,  like  the  gdlden  guide  of  day^ 
Can  dart  a  bright  enlivening  ray, 

Tb  gild  the  gloomy  houn 

Hail  Fricnd(hip !  balm  of  every  woe^ 
From  thy  ]^ure  fource  enjoyments  flow# 

Which  death  alone  can  end  j 
Tho'  fortune's  adverfe  gales  arife, 
Hio'  youthy  with  all  its  pleafures  flies^ 

Unmov'd  remains  the  friend« 
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f  Cotainued  from  page  352.  J 

WE  have  already  obferved,  that  to  effedl  the 
deluge,  God  broke  open  the  fountains  .of 
the  great  deep,  that  the  waters  thereof  might  flaw 
out.  Mofes  aWb  mentions  two  other  caufes  of  the 
flood,  viz.  The  great  rain,  which  continued  forty 
days,  and  forty  nights:  and,  the  windows  ^rf"  heaven 
being  opened.  The  difruption  of  the  ihell  of  the 
earth,  by  which  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
opened,  is  eafily  underftood,  and  fo  is  the  defcent  of 
the  rain ;  but  we  conceive  that  the  opening  of  the 
windows  of  heaven^  has  too  generally  been  millaken. 
We  will  therefore  inquire  into  the  meaning  of  this 
phrafe. 

The  word  Arhaih  rendered  windows,  is  derived 
from  Arahy  which  fignifies  to  Vte  in  wait,  to  Jurk 
privily  in  a  den,  to  waUh  in  a  hole,  as  Pial.  x.  9.  Job, 
xxxviii.  40.  ^  And  as  a  noun  fignifies  a  den^  ox  hole,  or 

Vol.  I.  Xx  cave 
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cave  in  a  rock.    And  in  the  feminine  plural^  it  iigni<« 

fitsjijfuresy  cracks y  chinks ,  in  the  earth,  fo  that  Mofes 

when  he  mentions  Arhath  Hajhamaimy  does  not  mean 

holes  or  chinks  in  the  heavens ;  but  ()/*the  heavens,  or 

airs,  viz.  Thofe  holes,  cracks,  filTures,  &c.  where  the 

airs  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  communicate  with 

the  airs  within  the  earth,  and  where  they  do,  as  it 

were  lie  in  wait,  to  fupply  any  deficiencies  on  cither 

fide  that  may  arife  fix>m  rarefaftion,  even  the  Sep- 

tuagint  Tranflation,  which  is  Katara&ai,  contains 

much  of  the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew,  for  Kataracftes 

is  derived  from  Katarraflb,  to  iflue  out,  to  break 

thh>ugh ;    and  the  Greek  may  be  rendered  ^  the 

places  of  rupture  of  the  airs,  were  opened.'   That 

this  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrafe,  may  be  further 

proved  from  a  confideration  of  other  pailages  where 

it  is  ufed,  as  Malachi  iii.  10.  ^  If  I  will  not  open  to 

you  the  windows  of  heaven.'    That  is,  the  pajfages 

of  the  airs.    The  Abyfs,  in  fcripture,  is  called  God's 

ilorchoufe,  and  the  vegetation,  and  fruitfUnefs  of  the 

earth,  depend  much  upon  its  influences;  for  proof 

of  which,  let  any  pne  confult  Lowthorp*s  Abridgment 

of  the  Philofophical  TranfaAions,  vol.  ii.  chap.  3* 

It  will  there  be  feen  that  the  philofophy  of  the  fcrip- 

tures  is  confiftent  with  the  obfervations  of  our  beft 

naturalii^s;  and  modern  preachers  may  learn   the 

literal  feufe  of  many  pailages  of  holy  writ,  without 

Ipiritualizing  them,   and  ^hereby    difguifing  their 

^neaning.     As  Ezekicl  xxxi.  4.  where  the  prophet 

compares 
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t^mpares  the  Ailyrian  monarch  to  a  flourifhing  cedar 
in  Lebanus>  noiirifhed  by  the  fubtdrranean  waters. 
*  The  watere  made  him  great,  the  deep  fet  him  up 
x>n  high  with  her  rivers  running  about  his  plants,  and 
-ient  put  her  little  rivers  unto  all  the  trees  of  the 
field :  therefore  his  hei^t  was  exalted  abbve  all  the 
trees  of  the  fields  and  his  boughs  wca*e  multijilied, 
and  hi^  brinches  became  long,  bccaufe  of  the  mUlti*- 
tude  of  watersi*    Here  the  deep  is  reprefetited  as 
nOuriftiing  all  the  trees  of  /A^jf^A// which  can  be  only 
by  the  vapours  arifing  from  it,  through  the  fiflures 
and  crevices  of  the  eartl),  -  i.  e.  the  faffages  cf  the  air^ 
which  our  tranilation  has  called  the  windows  of  hea^ 
Ven.    Again^  DeuU  xxxiii.  I3i  ^Blefled  be  the  land 
of  Jofephi  for  the  preciou$  things  of  heaven,  for  the 
dew^  and  for  the  deep  whidh  coucheth  beneath.* 
And,  Gen.  xlix.  25.  ^  Bleffings  of  the  dc^  that  lieth 
under.*     It  is  evident  from  thefe  fcriptufcs,  that  the 
paffing  of  the  airs  to  and  fro,  through  the  fhell  of 
the  earth,  is  a  grand  caufe  of  vegetation,  and  clofing 
Up  the  pores  of  the  ground,  and  flopping  the  circu- 
lation of  the  airs  through  it,  would  make  a  land  dry, 
barren  and  defolate;  but  the  keeping  them  duly 
open  would  fertilize  a  land,  and  caufe  it  to  pour  out 
a  blef&ng  to  its  inhabitants,  according  to  the  promife 
which  God  made  to,the  JeWs  by  Malachi.     From 
the  above  then  it  appears  that  there  arfe  fajfages  of 
the  airsy  through  the  furface  of  the  earth ;  and  Mofes 
fays,  that  at  the  deluge  thefe  paffages  ivere  opened. 

We 
Xz2 
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'^  We  conceive  tkot  by  this  phrafe  is  meant  a  much 
greater  efibSt  than  the  deicent  of  the  rain^  or  than 
^ven  the  difruption  of  the  fountains  of  the  abyis. 

In  the  moft  confined  fcnfe,  the  paflages  of  the  aii« 
are  through  eveiy  iifliire,  and  bd:weea  every  frag- 
ment of  fione,  and  they  are  ib  maoy^  that  moft  forts 
<)F  ftone  are  divided  by  great  cracks^  into. pieces  of 
perhaps  a  tcm  .weight*  How  far  the  pailages  were 
opened  at  £rft  we  Juiow  not ;  but  they  were  opraed^ 
and  to  tiiat  degree,  that  the  airs  went  down  into  the 
abyis  as  fall  as  the  waters  came  up,  quantity  fcpr 
quantity,  {b  that  as  the  alrs.ruibed  into  the  hollow  of 
the  earth,  the  waters  were  forced  out,  the.  airs  occu- 
pying their  place,  and  by.  their  cxpanfive  power  con- 
tinued to  a&,  till  they  filled  tiie  abyfe :.  the  waters 
continuing  to  rife  till  every  high  hill  and  all  the 
xftountains  under  the  whole  heaven  vrere  covered, 
and  every  living  thing  died ;  Noah  only  remaining 
alive,  and  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  ark. 

Thus,  by  the  ufe  of  natural  agents,  did  the  great 
and  immortal  God  overflow  the  earth  with  water, 
and  thereby  puniflied  its  wicked  inhabitants.  Thofe 
of  our  readers  who  have  attended  to  the  fubje<St  of 
fneumatics  will  eafily  conceive  tiie  poflibility  of  the 
above  account,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  fimple 
narration  of  Mofes,  will  appear  highly  rational,  and 
philoibphical :  and  that  the  agents  which  he  men^ 
tions,  when  bro\ight  into  adlion  by  Divine  power, 
will  be  feen  to  be  quite  fufiicient  to  effedt  an  uni^ 

verfal 
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ver/aJ  delt^^  without  having^  r^owrfe  to  a  cdmetj 
to  fill  oar  atinolphere  with  its  deleterious  vapours* 

We  contend  for  the  univerfality  of  the  deluge^  be-f-r 
jcaufe,  firft,?  The  fcripture  account  dire<9tly  proves  it; 
Aftd  the  waters  inoreafed  and  bate  up  the  ark ;: '  «id- 
the  waterg  prcvaikd  greatly  upon,  the  earth  ;  wdth^ 
ark  M^nt  upon  the  fece  of  the  .waters.    And  thei 
waters  prevailed  excecdin^y  upoa*he^»rth ;  and  oib 
thehi^  hills,  that  were  under;  the; whole  heavoiy 
were  cohered ;  fifteen. cubits  upwMd  did  the  Waters* 
prev;^,  and  ^  mountains  Were?  CQverci\   It  ap-- 
pears  fit>m  hence^  that  there  wene.  no  high  hill  dr 
mountain,  upon  any  part  of  the  whole  earth  ;  but 
what  was  covered  with  water,  and  aUb  that  tiie  wa^ 
ters  rqfe  gradually^  and  in  an  un^rm.way  all  rouiul 
the  earthy  till  the  whole  was  inundtttoL 

Secondly,  Some  aninent  wntera.who  have  allov^ 
ed  the  univerlality  of  the  deluge^-  hive  thougbfc  it 
*  was  performed  by  fartiaJ  means,;  one  part  of  the 
earth  being  firft  covered,  and  then  another,  by  the 
fame  body  of  water,  which  they  fuppofed  rolled 
about  fi-om  pfeo^to  place,  thrpUgjDthjp  valleys,  and 
over  the  mount^ios  from  pole  to  pole,  and  by  thi^ 
wandering  kind  of  flood  the  whole  earth  was  inun- 
dated. The  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  thought  as  this  is 
evident. enough^:  and  ;if  MQijbs  had  fpokep  thua^  it 
might  witii  truth. h»ve.b?en  iaid,  th^he^iW  no.phn 
lofophc^^s  for  it  is  well  known j  that  the  nature  of 
water  is  to  prcfs  equally  on  every  fide;  its  parts  ^ra 
X  X  3  diifufive 
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diffulive  and  have  no  conne<Slion  with  each  other  s. 
therefore. it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  water  fhould , 
rife  ta  the  height  of  any  high  'mountain,  and  not  at 
the  iame  time  be  of  equal  height  every  where*  We, 
dannot  then  reafonably  admit  that  a  great  body  of, 
water  could  have  hung  about  any  part  of  the  earth, 
as  if  congealed ;  or  flood  upon  the  middle  of  it  like. 
ojae  great  drc^,  or  a  trembling  jelly,  and  all  the 
places  about  it  dry  and  untouched,  till  this  mountaia 
of  water  (hould  be  removed  by  rolling  to  anoU^en 
pl^ce.  This  wild  notion  feems  to  havfe  been  inventr, 
ed  fmm  a  fuppofed  fcarcity  of  water  ta  accoipplii^h 
the  deliige  at  once;  but  we  apprehend,  jtbat  Mofes, 
has  demonflirated  there  is  enough  in  the  great  abyfs^ 
and  has  rationally  accounted  for  the  manneir  in  which 
it  was  brought  out,  to  accomplifh  the  purpofe  of  tha 
Almighty,  in  piHiifhing  that  wicked  r^ce  pf  men 
who  th^i  inhabited  the  earth. 

1^71?  be  c(nitinued.\ 


II  CORINTHIANS  iv.  3. 

Tran/lated,  with  Critical  Notes  by  Mr.  Robert  Robin- 
fon^  of  Catftbridge. 

^^  TF  our  Gofpd  be  vailed^  it  is  vaihd  among  the 
''  X  things  that  are  abolijhed,  by  which  the  God  of 
''  this  world  hathtlinded  th?;  minds  of  them  which 
^' believe  not'^ 

'  Three 
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'  Thrfce  things  muft  be  examined,  l.  The  meap^ 
ing  of  the  verb  apoUumi.  2.  The  gender  erf*  th« 
"pax^cipleafpallumenois,  atid  of  the  articles  of  J,  Uis : 
artd  3.  the  fenfe  of  the  prepofitipn  9n.  .'  * 

'  I.  We  render  the  Verb  apolk^m  abpUih.  1.  Th» 
Englifli  word  abolifh,  (which  generally  figniiies;ta 
amtul,1ab  mak^  void,  to  repeal^  to  abrogate)  conriet 
from  tbi^  very  word.  The  Romans  rendered  it 
abokb^  and  we  make  it  ahalljh.^  No  vidcnQe,  there^ 
fore  is  done  to  the  verb  J?y  oiy*  tianAation.  %.  ^poh 
hmi  is  a  derivative,  apd  the  txm  prmdf he  is  fua^ 
fdlvo,  to'^looHs,  .TbnsM^tt.  :iyi.  t9*  Whatfoeyer 
thou  (halt  foo/ey  or  r^pcal^  pn  earth,  flaal}  be  Jvqffd^ 
or  apnuU^  in  heaven.  Thus  apohifai^  Mat  i.  19^ 
Jofeph  was  minded  to  pvi  her  mxjoy^  to  loofc  or  afi>- 
nul  the  m^niage  f^ontradt.  As  therefore  bot|i  t^e 
primitive  ^nd  derivative  areufed  in  the  New  Tefla^ 
ment  in  oi^r  fenfe,  the  trapflation  given  above  is  x^pt 
forced  and  unnatviral.  See  Luke  vi.  37. ^i.  qj^^ 
xiii.  12,  &c.  The  wprds  ho  and  apolm  are  ufed  lu 
our  fenfe,  in  pnQfane  authors,  hceis  baros^  Sophoc 
Eh£f.  ^5. — okmu  hyb.  Sophoc.  Traciinl  84 — adi^ 
kountas  apelufan.  Xenoph.  Mem.  iv.  8,  5/&c.  We 
conclude,  therefore,  that  the  word  may  h/t  i^end^red 
ahalijhy  repeal^  abrogate,  anual^  m^ie  void. 

f  IL  In  regard  to  the  g^h4er  pf  the  pai^icifjjcv 
^  and  the  articles,  nothing  cat^  be  determined  from 
A  the  terniin^tions.    In  tl^js  cafe  th^  p^y  be  ipaf- 

%t4  culinc 
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^  cuKne,  they  may  be  neuter.    Here  then  is'  ido'ar- 
^gumentagainftourtranflation.  i  > 
*  III.  TTie  meaning  of  the  prepofition  en\  is  our 
^  laft  inquiry.     Greek  prepofitions  are,  in  gfenensd,  of 

*  vague  and  uncertain  meaning.  This  is  i^narkably 
^(6. — ^Luke  xiv.  1.    As  ho.  went.— ^Rom.  viii.  2p, 

*  Among  many  brethren.~Luke  iv,  32. 'His  wi»t1 
^  was  with  power.— Mat.  xxiii.  20.    Swear  iy  the 

*  akar.v-^Mat.  vi.  7.  For  much  fpe&king.— John  v.  4. 

*  A^o  the  pool. — 1  Ck)r.  vii.  15.  God  hath  called  us 
^  A)  peace.— Rom.  viii.  34.  ^/  the  right  hand  of  God. 
^  -^-Mat.  X.  32.  Confefs  mt^hefore  men.— Rom.  xi.  2» 
^  What  faith  the  ScriptuVe^or  cohc^ning  Elias  ?— 
^  Rom.  XV.  5.  One  /^w^^^^  •  another j&c.  It  ihould 
^fcem  then,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  rendering  the 
^'words  in  queftton  thus:  The  GbfpeJ  is  hid  among 
^  the  things  that  areaholiflied.  By  which  things,  and  fo 
^  on.  We  fay  the  words  may  be  rendered  thus :  but 
f  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  vague,  indeterminate 

*  fingle  words,  how  they  mufi^  and  ought  to  be  ren-. 
^  dered,  can  only  be  determined  by  the  conftrudHon 
^  of  the  whole  (entence,  and  by  the  febpe  of  the 
'  place.  What  we  think  of  this,  we  have  fpoi^n  at 
^  large  in  the  difcourfe.  There  feems  to  be  nothing 
^  in  the  conftrudlion  againft  our  fenfe  of  the  paffiige  > 
^and  every  thing  in  the  context^  coherence,  &nd 
^  fcope  in  favour  of  it. 

Appen4i3^  tp  a  Sermon  preached  in  Monkwell^ 

ftreet^i 
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ibeet>  Dec.  25,  1780,  intitled  ^  The  Chriftian  Doc- 
^  trine  of  Ceremonies,  &c. 


Flain  Arguments y  from  reafgn  and  Scripture^  agamft 
the  frefumftuow  DoQrine  of 

ENDLESS  TORMENT, 

1.  T^ECAUSE  every  thing  proper  for  man  to  be- 
X3  lieve,  refpedling  his  Maker,  muft  be  found- 
ed  in  the  manifeft^/«^  of  that  thing — or  on  the  ge- 
neral evidence  o{God'sj[>rovidence—or  on  revelation. 
Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  oiendlejs  torment 
(fo  far  ?&  it  can  be  comprehended)  which  can  evince 
its  fitmjs — nothing  in  the  analogy  of  Providence 
which  can  make  it  ^r^^/iWi^— nothing  vajacred  Scrips 
ture,  confiftently  underftood,  to  fupport  it. 

2.  Becaufe  God  created  man  both  for  prefent 
end  eternal  felicity,  and  *^  for  the  purpofe  of  his  own 
^«  glory :" — ^But  that  glory  ^  cannot  confift  with  or- 
daining to  endlefs  mifery,  any  part  of  his  offending 
creatures;  for  that  would  be  a  glory,  not  of  an  in- 
finitely goody  but  an  infinitely  evil^  being.  And  to 
afcribe  malignity,  or  capability  of  enjoying  the  end- 
lefs mifery  of  any  creature,  to  the  all  perfe6l  "  God 
*^  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flcfh,'*  would  be  to  flander  his 
facred  attributes,  and  blafpheme  bis  adorable  and 
jfloft  glorious  nature ! 

3.  Be- 
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3.  Becaufe  the  facred  Scriptures  l^y,  ^^  God  \ff 
^^  love^  but  fay  not  that  he  is  hatred^  or  cru^hy,,  or 
revenge.  The  judge  of  quick  and  dead  is  a  bein^ 
of  infinite  goodnefsy  as  wdl  as  infinite /ow^.  Ab- 
fuch  he  has  the  adequate  motive  and  means  to  lavQ 
all  from  endlefs  tonrient,  whom  his  juftice  condernnsf' 
to  punifhment,  ^^  according  to  their  works,*'  and 
where  infinite-  goodnefs  and  infinite  power  unfte^ 
the  effeA  mufl:  be  correfpondent,  and  fure ! 

4.  Bepaufe,  (however  zeal.  Ignorance,  crafl,  or 
prefun^ption  may  aflert  the  contrary)  no  finite  being, 
even  the  moft  finful,  can  commit  infinite  fin,  either 
againfta  finite  creature,  or  the  infinite  creator  him- 
felf ;  and  that  Creator  will  not,  cannot,  punifli,  but 
according  to  the  finite  magnitude  of  any  guilt — fbr 
*'  his  mercy  covers  his  judgment  feat,  to  an  hair's 
breadth  !"  As  the  pmnifcient,  all-righteous,  moft 
merciful,  judge  God,  mofl:  afluredly,  ^^  will  do  right '^ 
He  will  mofl:  awfully  punifh,  according  to  his  mvn 
righteoufnefs.  But  to  inRiS:  endJefs  torment  as  the 
proper  punifhment  of  temporary  tranfgrejfionyht  will 
not  do — fbr  that  would  be  to  confound  his  own  eter- 
nal law  of  proportion,  and  rule  oi  rights  by  which  he 
governs  the  world,  and  to  employ  infinite  power  to  do 
infinite  wrong  t 

5.  Becaufe  *^  mercy^  is  declared  to  be  *^  with 
*^  God,  that  he  may  be  feared :' ■  and,  ^^  thou  fhalt 
*^  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all 
tby  foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength/*    But  if  the  mofl 

high 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE    UNIVEKSALJSt's   MISCELLANY,  43J>^ 

high  were  a  being  who,  without  mercy,  coul4  punilh 
with  endlefs  tormen^^  he  would  ceafe  to  be  the  fu^ 
preme  objeft  of /ow,.and  of  all  loving  obedience;  an4 
as  the  fource  of  overwhelming  horror,  inftead  of  re- 
verential affection,  h^  cpu}4  not  be  the  proper  ob-. 
objeiSl  of^^. 

6.  Becaufe,  though  the  inimitely  pure  and  hdy^ 
Qod  has  injoined  love,  obedience,  righteoufncfsj  and 
bolinefs,  as  theabfdlut^  duty  of  hi&  accountable  crea-. 
tures,  and  without  >ybicb  no  jnan  can  fee  him  tp  his 
comfort;  he  has  moft  rigbteoufly  declared  by  hi? 
prophets,  that  though  he  is  a  God,  ^  puniihing  ini7 
f^  quity,  traftfgreflion,  and  fin/*^— ^^  he  will  not  <5aft 
f5  off  for  eyer,"  h\it,  in  the  midft  of  judgment  he  re-? 
^^  m.ember6  piercy ;  and,  -  •  apoording  to  the  multi-j 
f^  tude  of  hismprcie^  Jie  will  have  compaffion." 

7w     Becaufe  God,  infinitely  wife,  as  well  as  merci- 
ful, cannot  puniih,  in  time  or  in  eternity,  but  in  and 
by  the  e3j:ercife  of  his  wifdom :  that  wifdom  muft 
have  for  its  objed  either  honour,  pleafure,  or  benefit 
to  himfelf,  pr  to  the  creature  puniflied,  or  to  fome 
other  being  or  beings :  but  endlefi  torment^  can  ba 
neither  honour,  pleasure,  nor  benefit,  tQ  himfelf;  it 
could  not  be  either  to  a  miferable  being  fo  punifhed ; 
and  laftly,  it  could  not  be  either  to  any  other  being 
in  the  univerfe,  except  (which  is  a  bare  poffibility)  to 
the  devils  themfelves : — ^to  them,  it  could  only  be  a 
malignant,  diabolical  pleafure ;  but  fo  to  give  plea* 

fure 
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ftirc  to  infernal  ipirits,  at  the  infinite  coft  of  the  im^ 
potent,  the  moaning,  and  the  miserable,  cannot  be 
the  work  of  God ! ! — ^therefore  tndieji  torment  canndt 
coniiftently  be  believed  to  exift.  But  the  righteoiw 
puniihment  of  finners,  both  in  tinlc  and  in  eternity^ 
^^  according  as  their  works  have  been,'*  for  the  final 
purpofe  of  purification,  d^iverancfe,  thanksgiving, 
and  praife,  may  b6  produ^ftivc  of  infinite  honour, 
plealbre^  and  benefit,  to  the  whole  rational  creation,, 
fiiblimdy  exemplifies  the  do6lritie  of  an  infinite  Sa^ 
viour,  arid  harmonizes  with  the  adorable  charai^ 
erf  the  univeriat  Father*! 

8.    Becaufe,  fo  iar  as  tortnents  by  fome  perfons 

confidered  as  endlefs^  havb  been  deferibed  as  infii6led 

or  to  be  inftitfled,  by  means  of  irini/t&ne,  or  any  other 

material  fubftaneesj  they  have  not  been  fo  deicribed 

in  connedlion  with   qualities  prqjeriy  eternal:  for 

thofe  fubftanccs  being  finite  and  periihable,  muft 

ferifliy  and'  their  infitumentality  ceafe.    ^^  The  fmc^ 

*^  of  their  tormenl^**^  which  isiaid  to  *^  aicend  fi»r 

'*  ever  and  ever,**  or  in  other  Words  fix)m  "  ages  to 

*^ages,"  is  a  defcription  liable  to  the  faCme  remarks 

Smioke  being  material,  and  confequendy  not  ptv- 

perly  eternal,  conveys  no  idea  oi  endlefs  hurmng,  for 

the  difference  is,  as  JiniU  to  k^Ue^  duration  i  in  a 

finite  fenfe  it  mufl  be  fufficiently  terrible,  to  suifwer 

all  thcpurpofes  of  warning  and  x>f  fear :  for,  if  fuch  a 

pi<^ure,  which  may  be  apprehended,  will  not  influx 

ence. 
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cncc,  an  incomprehenfible  notion,'  erf"  infinitude  of 
burning,  or  of  any  other  torment,  cannot  wifely  be 
expeflcd  to  do  fo  I  infinite  adorable  wiidom  knew 
infinitely  better ! 

9.  Becaufe  although  in  fundry  Scripture  paf- 
iages,  cvedafting  punifhment  and  deftracftion  are 
denounced  againft  unrepcnting  finncrs,  the  original 
words,  rendered  eternal  andeverJqfiingy  in  our  lan- 
guage, may  not  have  been  intended  in  an  infinite 
fenfe;  for  the  fame  original  word,  and  words  of 
lynonymous  import,  are  ufed  to  exprefs  a  long  dura^ 
tion  only,  6f  hills,  mountains,  generations,  prophets, 
difpenfations,  priefthoods^  &c.  which  we  know  froih 
their  nature,  and  by  divine  authority,  have  ceafed, 
and  muft-  pals  away ;  and  feeing  that  by  the  com^ 
mon  conftruAion  of  language,  an  infinite  fenfe  of 
fuch  words,  is  not  neceflSry,  it  muft  be  extreme  pre- 
fumption,  to  contend  uniformly,  for  an  infinite  fenfe, 
in  the.  fece  of  much  uncertainty,  at  leaft ;  but  cer- 
tainly, at  the  expence  of  the  wifdom,  juftice  ai^d 
mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being  ! 

10,  Becaufe,  though  the  fame  original  words, 
tranflated  ^/^rw^/,  everlqfiing,  znAfor  ever  and  ever, 
are  allowed  to  be  lifed  in  an  infinite  fenfe,  in  con* 
nc6t!on  with  life,  love,  righteoufnefs,  joy,  Jehovah, 
&c.  they  fo  ftand,  awfiiUy  and  fublim61y  diftinguifhed 
by  the  celefl:ial  and  boundlefs  nature  of  thofe  fub- 
jcdts;  and  they  nvuft  neceflarily  (in  thofe  con- 
nexions alone)  be  received  ia  the  infinite  fenfe,  or 

the 
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tiic  greateft  confufion  of  do<arine  would  follow  as  the 
confequence.  Therefore  the  doiftrine  of  enJIe/s  tor- 
ments can  have  no  neccflary  fandlion^  from  the  cora^ 
mon  application  of  the  lame  Words  to  perifhable  anil 
eternal  things. 

1 1.     Becaufe,  the  Chriftian  religion,  to  which  we 
are  called,  is  a  religion  of  univerfal  love,   and  rf 
cheerful  not  terrified,  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
the  Lord  Almighty  j  a  religion  holding  out  the  rea- 
-  Ibnable  and  benign  terms  of  j»wt;^//^/i;^7/w«.     The 
(acred  founder  of  that  religion,  who  came  into  the 
world  for  the  purpofe  of  univerfal  benefit,  is  faid  to 
have  given  himielf  ^*  a  rabfom  foi*  all^  to  be  teAified 
in  due  feaibn,'*  and  the  feaibn  will  doubtlefe  arrive^ 
when  the  juft  and  therefore  neceflary,  feverities  of 
punilhmfcnt    for  fin,  (hall,  through   his  mediation, 
have  had  their  purifying  and  glorious  efFe<a :  whea 
'he  Jkall deliver  up  his  kingdom^  completed^  vntohisfa^ 
ihety  having  put  down  all  rule  and  authority  under  him, 
fave  that  by  which  he  was  cmjiitutedy  and  to  which 
alone  he  was  notfuperior ;— wA^  hejhail  have  deftroy- 
edjin,  and  death  ;  and  him  who  had  the  power  of  deathy 
thai  is  the  devil ;  when,  (according  to  the  ftrongeft 
of  all  figures)  even  death,  and  hellitfelf,  ihall  have 
been  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire  :  and  there  fhall  be  no 
more  death,  neither  Ibrrow  nor  fighing.     Then  wiU 
be  accompliftied,  in  the  univerfal  and  eternal  fenft!, 
that  glorious  change,  which  every  Ipiritual  believer 
bath  a  temporary  taile  of  in  this  ltfe,--^A/  things  art 

pajfed 
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^jfeS  (Avayy  all  things  are  become  new^  and  all  things 
^e  of  God}! 

^    12.    Becaufe,  though  die  impious  do<Shincl  of 
never-ending  torments,  as  a  part  of  the  decrees  df 
an  infinitely  powerful  and  good  being  (whd  has  alfo 
teen  reprefetrted  as  having  pre-ordained  thcFfe  tor- 
ments for  the  greater  part  of  mankind)  is  too  liiort^ 
>ilroa9^  to  be  really  believed,  by  many  perfons  of  mo*- 
vdento  refle<5lion  ;  it  is  a  very  delufive  do<5faine :  they 
rtoo  often  ridiculoully  contend,  that  though  they  may 
-not  privately  believe  it,  in  its  full  magnitude,  or  may 
jhope  there  is  fome  human  errw  in  it ;  yet  that  it  is 
neceflary  to  be  taught,  in  order  to  awe  the  common 
people,  the  vulgar  and  the  vicious,  from  the  commif^ 
.fion  of  more,  and  innumerable  crimes.    Thus,  fuch 
perfons  would  rifque  the  ^^  turning  of  the  truth  of 
God  into  a  lie  ;'*  taking  occalion,  from  a  doubtful 
conflrutflion  of  a  fcriptureexpreffion,  to  indulge  their 
own  fecret  pride  and  arrogance,  they  do  no  lefs  than 
-  aflume  the  neceffity  of  ufing  *^  a  cunningly  devifed 
feble,"  by  way  of  mending  the  divine  government ; 
.  and  they  contend  for  the  power  and  expedience  of  a 
ilanderous  fi6lion,  to  fupply  the  want  of  wifdom  in 
.|:hc  Creator  of  the  univerfe. 

1 3.     Becaufe  it  is  demonflrable  from  common  ex- 

.  pcrience,  that  the  dreadful  do<9:rine  of  endlefs  torment^ 

denounced  in  all  its  terrors  from  innumerable  pulpits, 

is  inefFciSlual  to  refhain  the  vices  of  mankind,  or 

make  them  rational  and  happy  believers  */  and  there 

;  'is 
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18  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  the  grofier  vices  are 
cxtenfively  and  moumfiiUy  incr^ed,  by  the  pofitive 
allertion  of  a  do6hii^^  which  confufes^d  confounds 
the  faith  of  unlettered  ignorance^  and  beccnnes  the 
caufe  of  much  indignant  revolting  from  religious 
concerns^  in  early  life,  among  the  more  educated 
clafles  of  fociety. 

14.  Becaufe,  whatever  in  religion  is  not  known 
on  the  beft  authority  to  be  true,  ihould  never  be 
maintained  as  eliential  to  common  belief;  but  what- 
ever, on  the  clear  evidence  both  of  reafon  and  revela- 
tion, can  be  (hewn  to  be  &lfe,  fhould  be  oppofed  and 
difcarded  in  reverence  of  the  truth,  and  the  attrir 
butes  of  its  glorious  author.  And*th^«  can  be  no 
policy  more  abfurd  and  criminal,  than  to  attempt  to 
fubftitute  the  moft  awful  falfliood,  lefl  the  fublimefl: 
truths  of  the  Deity  himfelf  ihould  not  be  fufiicient 
for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  the  general  good 
of  the  human  race. 

1 5.  Becaufe,  although  it  may  poffibly  be  objed- 
cd,  that  there  is  an  appearance  of  inconfiflency  with 
the  charadter  of  a  God  of  infinite  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs,  in  permitting  fo  much  moral  evil,  and  confe- 
quent  punifhment,  to  forego  his  own  determined  ul- 
timatum of  happinefs ;  it  is  certainly  n^uch  more 
inconfiflent  with  thofe  infinite  attributes,  to  believe 
the  contrary  fide  of  the  quefHon,  that  is  to  fay.  That 
he  voluntarily  ordained  the  creation  of  myriads  of 
iutclligent  beings,  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages, 

beings 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


beings  capable  of  happinefs  through  all  eternity,^ — he 
himfelf  being  the  fdVereigA  arbiter  of  all  the  poffi*. 
bilities  of  things  around  them,  and  yet,  that  helhould 
lb  order  tb6  whole  of  hi^  nnioral  government,  that  a 
Vaft  miajority  of  thofe  beings  ftall  finally  mifs  the 
grand  end  of  their  creation  ;  arid  rather  than  be«- 
come  purified,  through  punifhment,  inio  afitnefs  t6 
glorify  him,  be  abandoned  without  end/  to  the  CKtre* 
mity  of  torment^  and  perhaps^  t\\t  blafpherky  of  that 
being  tvhoni  they  were  created^ to  adore  !  Atinihilar 
tion  miay  be  no  necefl&rjr  |)art -ofthe  divine  conduct: : 
the  higheft  glory  of  the  Sdty  may  'not  be  promoted 
by  it!  but  it  would  be  more  Cptififtent  with  hisi'^efr 
fential  goodnefs,  to  believe  that  being  ^/  puniftied 
^'  with  ^iv^HaftiY^ii/^ra/Sbi  frobi  theprefence:of  the 
*^  Loi'4^  and  from  the  glppytof  liis-power,"  raeanS  litf 
terally  "^hdhjs  deaths  or  extei^niination,  rather  theyi  tHfc 
^dlefs  torkent^  of  tho(e  \vho  may  not  be'redceriieU 
to  ivi  endlefs  life?  We-certainly iatinbt-^cnbvv/ignbi- 
rant  and  impotent  as  we  are,  wherein  pofitively  con- 
lifts  the  fupremacy  'of  G6d  Almighty's  wifdoni  and 
goodneis  ;  but  we  are  far  better  able  begatively  t(i) 
determitie,  therein  that  fupremacy  cannot  confift  \ 
that  it  is  impoffible  it  (hould  admit  the  infinite  ex- 
ercife  of  burning  excruciating  tyranny,'  when  his  own 
glorious  goodnefs  has  commanded,  as  the  moil  amia- 
ble excellence  of  our  finite  nature,  the  utmoft  fympa- 
thy,  tendernefs,  and  forgivenefs  of  injuries^  towards 
one  another  ! 

ViiL.  I.  Yy  To 
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To  conclude  thcfe  ferioas  remark$  (whicli  mt 
penned  in  faith  and  reverence)  k  is  good  for  iUch  bor- 
ings as  we  are>  to  endeavour  to  believe  as  we  are  in* 
ftru<?ted  to  pray  **  only  with  the  heart  and  with 
^^  the  underibnding ;"  for  the  fubftance  a£  nothing 
iiK>re  is  required  of  us^  than  **  to  do  jufUy,  love  mercy, 
^*  and  walk  huroWy  with  God/*  In  this  world  of 
infirmity  and  wickedncfe,  there  have  been  and  re* 
ifliiin  to  be,  unnumbered  lyftems  of  eitor  and  delu- 
fioh  ;  but  whatever  is  manifeftly  doubtful,  Or  incon- 
iificntwith  the  immutable  perfe^ons  of  the  divine 
nature,  can  receive  no  truth  from  the  difcordant  cla* 
mour  of  a  thoufand  generations.  As  ibber  Chrif^ 
tians^  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  incom^Mrehenlible 
dogmas,  uttered  in  the  ftrength  of  prejudice,  or  en- 
tiiufiafm,  tending  to  form  opinions  derogatory  from 
the  fadred  and  endearing  charadler  of  our  common 
£ither  and  benefador,  and  which  would  diminifh,  in 
his  lan^luaiy,  the  beauty  of  a  '^  reafonaWe  fcrvice."" 
No  man  can  redeem  his  brother,  or  himfelfi  or  fecure 
toy  intereft  in  the  Chriftian  redemption,  by  the  quan- 
tity or  blind  prefumption,  of  his  faith.  No  fet  of 
men  can  mend  the  aifedtions  of  the  World  by  any 
feigned  or  random  terrors,  or  by  any  motives  or 
means  beyond  the  genuine  Chriftian  do<5lrines  of 
love,  humility,  reverence,  and  peace,  which  proceed 
indubitably  from  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  whom,  done, 
are  equally  and  completely  known,  the  duration  of 
that "  deatlf  and  hell,"  which  he  hath  appointed  he-* 
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yond  the  grave  j  ahd  the  ^'  inahy  manfions/*  of  that 
'^orious  lieavetty  Which  is  the  place  of  his  eternal 
Wii'one  \ 


(iONTROVJEkSY  on  Jonah,  fee  page  263. 
To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Univer/aUjl's  Mifcetlany^ 

THE  felf-cohfideiice  of  yoiiif  correfpondent  Y— , 
obliges  Ihe,  for  the  fake  of  thitb>  again  to  enter 
\Jie  lifts,  pifputation  it  a  very  unpleafailt  thing, 
and  (hoUld  always  be  carefully  avoided,  particularly 
in  religious  matters,  for  1  am  aware  tb^t  fo  far  from 
tobtaiqing  the  deJQred  end,  namely>  the  eftabli{hment 
of  truth,  it  too  frequently  leads  mqn  into  labyrinths 
of  errors — ^To  contend  with  a  man  that  has  not  fufH- 
<:iently  ftiidied  the  fubjedl,  eitJier  hiftotically  or  me- 
taphy{ically>  (particularly  if  he  is  not  naturally  of  a 
candid  difpofition)  is  ufelefs>  nay,  worfe,  it  is  often 
t>fFenfive. — So  far  from  convincing  him  of  error,  it 
has  the  diredl  contrary  tendency ;  it  confirms  his  be- 
lief in  it.-^Strange  it  may  ^pear  that  it  fhould  io 
be ;  but  I  have  often  known  it  by  experience*  Man- 
kind are  fo  partial  to  the  creatures  of  their  brain, 
that  they  are  like  a  darling  child:  eirery  defeft  is 
ioft>  or  vaniflies  through  that  prc^nderancy  which 
love  has  upon  the  parental  heart*  The  fond  parents 
can  fee  for  a  msoment,  and  blulh,  at  the  improprieties 
of  their  mutual  love ;  but,  when  the  infant  finile  ap- 

Y  y  2  pears 
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pears  upon  its  countenance,  the  little  innocent  is 
careflcd  with  redoubled  ardor.  Such  is  the  cafe 
with  us  frail  mortals. — ^Always  looking  at  the  plead- 
ing fi^  of  ourfelvcs,  unmindful  of  the  difguftful. — 

But  to  the  pointy  Mr.  Y —  fays,  the  word  may  he 

applied y  not  only  to  large  fijh^  hut  to  fijh  in  general.  He 
ohferves  it  could  not  pvjjihly  he  a  ^reat  jijh^  hecaufe  the 
word  ftgnifies  to  increaje  or  multiply.  Nothing  to  the 
purpofe.  The  Greek,  word,  by  which  the  Hebrew 
is  tranflatcd  both  in  the  Septuagirit,  and  in  the  New 
Tranflation,  always  Signifies  a  large  fifli,  and  is  ufed 
of  large  kinds  of  fifties  in  general.  By  the  ancients 
was  underilood  a  fifti.  Again  he  he  fays  ^  my  reference 
to  Jofefhus  proves  nothing.  Does  it  not  ?  It  furely 
proves  that  it  was  a'tradition  among  the  Jews  in  the 
time  of  Jofephus,  and  therefore  highly  worthy  of  his 
notice.  Refpeding  Jonah's  being  call:  on  the  ftiore 
of  the  Euxine  fea ;  which  my  opponent  feems  to 
doubt,  I  can  only  fay,  fuch  were  the  opinions  of  the 
times ;  and  Jofephus  held  them  to  be  juft. — But, 
this  gentleman  obfcrvcs  ;  Jonah  mtfi  have  heen  carried 
by  the  whale  through  the  Mediterranean  hetvoeen  the 
'Dardanelles  to  the  Enxlne^  where  a  fifli  of  that  fpeties 
nez^er  yet  has  heen  found.  And  when  landed^  woidd 
have  hid  harharoiis  coimtries  to  go  through  to  Nineveh, 
that  nb  traveller  has  ever  yet  dared  to  irufi  himfelf  in, 
without  eminent  peril.  Now,  in  the  firft  place,  this 
author  mufl  be  reminded,  that  the  idea  of  its  being 
a  whale  that  fwallov\  ed  Jonah^  was  given  up.  There- 
fore 
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fore,  whether  there  ever  was  a  whale  fccn  in  thofc 
feas  or  not,  is  of  no  moment.  But,  that  it  was  a 
large  fifh,  all  languages  confirm.  Sec  the  Hebrew, 
the  Vulgate,  Sept.  Arabic,  and  Chaldee.  And  fur- 
ther I  have  the  authority  of  the  bcft  naturalifts  for 
aflcrting,  that  there  is  a  fort  of  fifh  large  enough  to 
fwallow  a  man  ;  particularly  the  dog-fifh,  called 
Lamia,  by  fomc  writers.  2dly.  I  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  Mr.  Y —  is  too  bigotted  to  his  own  opi- 
nions. To  draw  a  parallel  betwixt  the  flate  of  the 
w^orld  when  Jonah  was  in  exiftence,  and  its  prefent 
flate,  is  flrange  indeed.  To  charge  an  author  with 
inconftjlencies^  becaufe  he  oppofcs  him,  is  furely  arro- 
gating to  himfelf  too  much.  He  ought  to  know  that 
Jonah  was  one  of  the  oldefl  prophets,  whofe  writings 
have  bceh.tranfmittcd  ;  and  that  the  world,  particu- 
larly that  part  of  which  Mr.  Y fpeaks  has,  fince 

that  time,  fufFered  wonderful  changes. — That  many 
parts,  that  now  wear  an  inhofpitable  appearance,  and 
may,  and  are,  dangerous  for  travellers  to  approach, 
were  then  the  feats  of  empire.  I  will  here  flate  the 
rout  Jonah  mufl  have  taken  to  Nineveh,  according 
to  my  fuggeflion  ;  namely,  fuppofing  him  to  be  cafl 
on  the  fhore  of  the  Euxinc  fea  :  Not  through  a  defart 
and  inhofpitable  country  ;  but  through  one  probably 
as  civilized  as  any  in  the  world.  (It  is  partly  indeed 
sX  this  time,  through  the  ravages  of  war,  and  changes 
of  government  and  inhabitants ;  comparatively  uncul- 
Yy  3      "  tivated, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


450  THE  UI^JVERSALIST's  MISCELLANY.     . 

tivated,  ttough  ftill  rich  in,  foil  and  produce.)  Hisi 
way  would  lie  through  Cappadocia,  and  Charran,  or 
Haran,  noted  for  the  fojoum  of  Abraham.  Through 
.  part  of  this  country  the  race  of  men  paflM  from  Ar- 
rarat  in  Armenia,  where  the  ark  relied  ;  towards  the 
fources  and  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates;^ 
whence  it  may  be  conpluded^  tjiat  its  original  inha- 
bitants, after  the  flood,  were  pf  the  mqit  civilized. 
In  the  time  of  Abraham,  it  was  probably  ap  hplpit- 
able  country.  We  know  that  ieyeral  opulent  and 
renowned  kingdoms  were  fitiiat^d  op  the  ihpres  o( 
the  Euxinc.  In  the  time  pf  Jpnah,  np  dpubt  can  be 
entertained  of  its  civilization,  as  it  was  part  pf,  oif. 
contiguous  to,  the  fple^idid  Aflyrian  empire.  If  this 
will  not  fufficp,  I  (hall  quote  np  more ;  on  this  I  reH 
the  truth  of  my  obfervations  :  neverthelefs,  fhall  ever, 
be  open  to  convi<ftion-— prove  that  I  am  in  error,  and: 
I  will  gladly  forego  my  opinion. 

But,  before  I  clofe  my  lettpr^  I  muft  advert  to  my 
opponent's  animadverfions ;  he  obferves,  that  if  the 
paffage  be  mif-tranflate^  it  pught  tp  be  alteired  pr  cor- 
re<?led,  and  feems  to  intimate  that  I  am  fo  fond  of 
what  my  fathers  have  ^vritte^,  that  I  pannpt  bear  the 
thoughts  of  alteration.  Surely,  hp  copld  ncye^^ave 
read  my  fprmer  epiftle,  pr  he  would  neycr  have  en- 
tertained fuch  a  notion. — I  there  obferve,  that  I  an\ 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  adrnit  alteration ;  if  truth  is 
to  be  obtained  thereby. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Y-- —  alks  what  I  meaij  hy  Chance?  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  I  mean  in  the  cafe  before  us, 
the  happening  of  an  event,  without  any  particular 
or  fpecial  dire<9:ion  of  God,  but  only  by  the  general 
ordinary  courfe  of  nature's  operations*  If  my  works 
are  to  be  burnt,  they  (hall  not  be  burnt  for  want  of 
truth,  as  far  as  I  have  the  power  of  inveftigation^-^It 
is  the  truths  and  that  only  I  have  in  contemplation. 
Jonah*s  hiftory  has  been  the  fport  of  many ;  but  I 
am  happy  in  obferying,  the  more  ftrift  the  fcrutiny, 
the  more  clear  the  truth  is  apparent.~-I  fincerely 
thank  Mr.  Y-^— --,  for  wiftung  me  more  wifdom ;  it 
is  a  jewe^  of  ineftimable  value,  a  gi^  above  all 
others  worthy  of  hiunan  nature.  True  wifdom  com- 
eth  from  aiove,  therefore  the  more  we  increafe  in 
that  knowledge,  the  nearer  we  are  allied  to  that  Be- 
ing in  whom  every  (incerc  ChrifHan  puts  his  trufl. 
If  I  want  wifdom^  Mr.  Y  ■  ,  in  the  cafe  before  us^ 
fcally  wants  i/mdexjiandmg.  Therefore  the  befl  prayer 
I  can  offer  up,  is,  that  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  will 
enlighten  both  our  vinderilandings  with  the  affifl^ance 
pf  his  holy  fpirit,  in  the  knowledge  and  love  df 
his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  our  blefled  Redeemer:  We 
ihall  then  be,  ififiead  erf  opponents,  doubtlds,  joint 
(upporters  qf  tl^c  Go^  trutl^s. 

Adieu, 

S.  S. 
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REMARKABLE  DELIVERANCE. 

.  Extracted  from  a  Letter y  of  Richard  Cleggy  to  his  Son. 

'  Pbiladephia  Nov .  a  5,  1 7  8  7  . 

MY  VERY  DEAR  SON  JOHN, 

THE  chief  defigh  of  this  is  to  inform  thee,  that 
we  arrived  in  this  city  fourteen  days  ago  -  but 
can  iay  nothing  about  our  prol|)e(Sls  till  I  fee  farther: 
ionly  that  I  expe A  things . will  turn  out  by  and  by  to 
my  fatisfaftion.     We  were  fourteen  weeks  in  our 
paflage  from  London-Derry,  which  we  left  on  the 
5th  of  Augoft,  in  the  Ihip'Mary,  captain.  Archibald 
Stevenfon.   Our  paflage  was  long ;  through  contrary 
winds,  ftorms,  calms,  and  currents,  aVc  fufFered  very 
great  hardihips  ;  but  neither  thy  brother  nor  I,  ever 
yet  knew  any  thing  of  fea  ficknefs,  not  for  a  minute : 
we  were  thirty  days  or  therfcabout  on  the  fcanty  al- 
lowance of  an  ounce  of  bread,  and  a  pint  of  wate^ 
for  a  day,  and  had  jye  been  a  week  longer  moft  of  us ; 
in  all  amounting  to  near  five  hundred  perfons ;  muft 
have  periflied  for  want.     On  the  25th  of  Odlober, 
Richafd  being  poorly,  was  feized  with  a  dizzinefs  in 
his  head,  as  he  was  at  the  chains  to  cafe  himfelf,  and 
fell  into  the  fea  ;  when  he  came  up  he  thought  it 
was  a  dream,  till  he  was  convinced  of  the  real  fitua- 
tion  he  wa^  in  ;  he  had  then  to  throw  himfelf  on  his 
back,  while  he  buttoned  up  his  breeches  to  fwim^ 
And  the  captain  being  informed  of  it,  tried  twice  to  put 

the 
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the  fhip  about,  to  no  purpofe ;  he  tried  the  third  time ; 
and  the  wind  at  that  inftant  changing  three  points  in 
our  favour  ;  the  ftiip  wore,  upon  which  he  faid  that  it 
was  God's  doing  and  not  his  :  by  this  time  we  hdd  left 
Richard  behind,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  who  fwam 
high,  chiefly  on  his  back,  the  fea  running  too  high 
for  him  to  fwim  on  his  belly,  without  being  drowned. ' 
We  got  him  back  in  about  half  an  hour  from  the 
time  of  his  fallmg  in  ;  when  he  was  Ipent,  and  muft 
have  funk  within  a  few  minutes,  having  been  obliged 
to  fwallow  about  a  gallon  of  fait  water.  .  I  hardly 
•knfew  whether  t5o  rejoice  or  mourn  at  his  being'  re- 
covered ;  we  were  about  fix  hundred  miles  from 
land,  and  had  no  profpeft  but  the  difmal  expe6lation 
of  feeing  one  another  die  of  hunger:  but  fo  it 
pleafed  God  to  command  the  fame  wind  which 
changed  to  fave  his  life,  to  blow  frefh  and  fair  for 
us  from  that  time,  which  was '  Saturday,  till  the 
Thurfday  folbwing;  when  we  made  to  the  Cape  of 
Delaware,  then  the  wind  fell  contrary  again,  fo  wc 
were  beat  on  and  off,  till  the  Tuefday  following  we 
got  into  the  river.  Thus  we  had  a  remarkable  in- 
.  fiance  of  the  diredl  interpofition  of  God  in  his  mercy 
to  fave  us  all,  and  that  in  a  manner  which  affected 
us  two  in  an  eminent  degree.  I  had  preached  to  the 
fhip's  company  in  favourable  weather,  on  a  Lord's 
day  feveral  times ;  fome  mocked  and  were  very  pro- 
fane, though  all  behind  the  back,  as  the  captain  de- 
fired 
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fired  worfhip :  but  the  affliiftions  we  fuffercd,  and 
iit'laft  faving  my  fon,  and  the  change  of  the  wind, 
feemed  to  have  almoft  uniyerfal  afFe<Sl,  which  I  did 
my  beft  to  improve  in  making  a  true  impreffion  on 
their  minds ;  how  the  final  effeft  may  be  Go4  only 
knows  ;  but  we  give  him  thanks. 


LETTER  FROM  A  METflODIST, 

SiK, 

AFRIENT>  of  mine  informed  me  a  ffew  days 
ago,  that  you  were  publifhing  a  p^iodicat 
work,  which  would  contain  a  variety  of  valuable  matr 
ter,  but  was  intended  principally  9s  a  vehicle  ta 
convey  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of  thofe  doctrines 
which  you  fuppofe  are  ccwitained  in  the  ScriptureSj^ 
but  are  little  attended  to  by  the  generality  of  the 
Chriftian  world;  namely,  the  final  and  complete  rc- 
ftoration  of  (at  leaft)  all  men,  from  all  fin  aivl  from 
confequent  punifhment. 

Believing  you  to  be  a  gentleman  of  the  greateft 
candour,Icann6t  perfuademyfelf  you  will  think  unr 
favourably  of  my  taking  the  liberty  to  mentipn  ai 
few  thoughts  that  have  occured  to  my  own  mind,^ 
and  a  few  obfervations,  I  have  made ;  efpecially  as  I  am 
not  inimical  to  a  work  of  this  nature,  though  I  ftand 
in  a  different  corniedion.— You  will,  I  think.  Sir, 

agree 
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agree  with  me  in  acknowledging,  therp  is  a  great  aptr 
nefs  in  the  bqman  mind  to  expert,  that  other  people 
will  drajv  the  fanie  ponclufions  (at  leaft  in  a  general 
way)  as  we  ourfelyes  do,  from  almqft  eyery  circum- 

*  jftance  that  occurs.  I  remember  when  thefe  dodrines 
were  firft  propofed  to  me,  by  a  very  valuable  friend, 
my  whol(5  nature  fhud^lered,  conceiving  them  to  be 
not  only  extremely  erroneous ;  but  likewife  having  a 
^oft  pernicious  tendency.  My  mind,  as  it  had  been 
madeup  fqr  many  ye^rs,  informed  me^it  was  focontrary 
to  direft  declarations  of  Scripture;  and  if  cordially 
l^elicved,  would  cffedually  takeoff  the  edge  of  all 

'  pious  exertioi^ ;  that  I  began  to  be  exceedingly  fur- 
prifed  that  my  friend  could  have  adopted  fuch  fenti- 
ipents,  as  I  believed  bim  to  be  a  very  fenfible  and 
Chriftian  man  ;  had  he  been  a  llranger  to  me,  it  is 
pofiible  I  might  have  fcarce  given  thefe  new  opinions 
another  turn  iiirtiy  inind^  as  I  judged  I  could  bring 
a  hpft  of  divine  evidence  to  prove  ^e  contrary.  If 
I  then,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  hinted  before^ 
judge  pf  other  perfons'  feelings  by  my  own  ;  I  Ihould 
naturally  conclude,  that  a  great  many  prdfeffing 
Chriftians,  will  at  firft  view  of  the  title  page,  rejed 
it,  with  what  they  fuppofe  pious  caution,  without 
looking  into  the  body  of  the  work.  I  b^  to  be  un- 
derftood  hcye,  that  I  am  not  raifing  this  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  publication,  for  there  are  certainly  a  con- 
fiderable  number  pf  religious  people  at  the  prefent 
day,  that  may  be.  faid  to  be  impartial  enquirers  after 

Truth; 
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Truth  ;  and  thefe  will  feel  rather  a  defire  to  fee  what 
can  be  faid  upon  fuch  a  fubjedl.  It  is  for  the  fake  of 
thefe  principally,  that  I  vvifti  to  fee  the  univerfal 
fcheme  fo  introduced,  as  Ihall  be  the  leaft  objec- 
tional,  and  the  mofl  convincing.  Perhaps  in  order 
to  this  it  would  be  well,  if  fome  confiderable  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  make  it  as  pra6lical  as  poiRble.  I 
cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  notwithftanding  there  is  fo 
much  reafon  to  lament  the  little  grace  of  many,  that 
bear  the  Chriftian  name ;  that  pradlical  religicJn 
will  always  recommends  itfelf  to  every  man's  confci- 
ence  in  the  fight  of  God  :  and  I  believe  you  will 
readily  allow,  if  do<5lrines  are  not  made  fubfervient  to 
the  great  ends  of  chriftianity,  that  is,  to  make  peo- 
ple bfetter  ;  their  introduction  into  the  w^orld  might 
be  like  any  other  novelty,  diverting  for  a  feafon,  but 
will  be  no  fource  of  confolation  in  times  of  afflidliom 
and  at  the  clofe  of  life  (which  are  the  times  when 
confolation  is  moft  needful),  any  farther  than  they 
have  had  a  pra<Slical  influence  upon  our  lives  and 
converfations.  A  cafe  occurs  to  my  mind  that  ex- 
emplifies my  meaning  ;-^I  knew  a  man  that  had  en-  , 
tered  fo  deeply  into  the  univerfal  fentiments ;  that 
to  my  aftonifhment,  he  had  at  his  tongue's  end,  all 
the  arguments  that  are  advanced  in  the  Dialogues, 
in  fupport  of  it,  and  would  reafon  with  the  greatefl: 
facility  upon  the  fubje<5l,  let  it  be  taken  up  in  what- 
ever fhape  it  might ;  yet  if  the  tree  is  to  be  known 
by  its  fruits,  that  perfon  had  no  mpre  experimental 

religion 
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religion,  than  the  horfe  that  ufed  to  draw  him  about " 
the  country  for  recreation,  every  fair  weather  Sunday. 
In  fhort,  I  never  knew  a  man  that  fo  exemplified  Dr. 
Young's  meaning  in  thofe  words,  ^^  the  difpute  about 
religion,  and  the  pra6tice  of  it  feldom  go  together.'* 
A  great  number  of  minds  will  be  pleafed  with  fbme- 
tbing  that  is  new  to  them,  dnd  if  it  carries  an  air  of 
plaufibility,  they  dive  into  it  with  extreme  avidity ; 
and  if  fuch  perfons  are  not  much  on  their  guard, 
they  will  infenfibly  fpend  the  ftrength  of  their  un- 
derftandings  upon  (hadows,  and  attend  too  little  to 
the  fubftance.  I  think  you  will  eafily  agree  that 
the  beft  concerted  fchemes  or  opinions,  are  very  lit- 
tle elfe  than  fhadows,  when  compared  to  the  more 
weighty  matters  of  the  law.  But  there  is  an  obferva- 
tron  I  have  made,  which  Iparticularly  wi(h  to  men- . 
tion  as  a  matter  of  confiderable  moment,  which  is, 
that  fome  injudicious  perfons,  through  an  over  fond- 
nefs  for,  and  zeal  to  propagate  the  feritiments  in 
cjueftion,  have  been  fo  extremely  unguarded  in  their 
conversations  upon  that  topic,  that  a  flranger  might 
conclude  they  meant  to  infinuate,  there  was  no  pu- 
riiftment  at  all  after  the  preferit  life ;  or  that  the  pu- 
nifliment  was  trivial,  or  of  an  inconfiderable  dura- 
tion. On  this  ground  there  is  danger  of.increaf- 
ing  licentioufnefs.  Far  be  it,  however,  from  me, 
Sir,  from  thinking  that  Mr.  Wincheftcr,  or  yourfelf, . 
have .  given  any  real  occafion  for  fuch  an  ufe  to  be 
made  of  the  overflowing,  fuperabounding  grace  of 

God; 
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God ;  fdr  I  am  perfiiadedj  you  have  folly  expIamcA 
y6arfelves  upon  the  fubjeft  to  every  en)[iuiring  tnind 
that  will  h6  at  the  pBinh  to  inveftigate  it  But  ftill 
(forgive  me.  Sir,  if)  I  lay  it  is  neceflkry  tp  ^well  oc- 
cafionally  upon  all  the  truths  of  God,  with  all  the 
energy  that  the  truths  of  God  demand  :  and  though 
I  have  no  obje<5Hon  to  the  application  of  certsuh 
phrafes  in  the  Bible,  which  is  particularly  given  in 
the  Dialogues  i  yet  I  muft  be  of  opinion  that  thofe 
firiking  paflages>  fuch  as,  ^*  Thefe  ihall  go  aWay  into 
everlafting  punilhment.'*  And, "  theil*  worm  dieth  not, . 
and  the  fire  is  not  quenched,"  mean  fomething  very . 
tremendous;  and  being  equally  the  truths  of  God^- 
fhould  fometimes  he  dwelt  upon  with  pathos  and  fo-^ 
^emnity.  Not  that  I  Wifli  by  any  means,  the  awfol  ex-  / 
preflions  of  *^  Hell*'  and  "  Damnation/*  (httuld  be  fa- 
miliarifed  to  the  carsof  an  auditory,  yet  their  occaiidnal 
prefence,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  the  prefs  has  had, 
and  I  trail  will  contmue  to  have>  in  conjuntSUon  with 
the  reft  of  divine  truth,  a  moft  blefled  tendency. — ^ 
Indeed,  if  there  is  any  time  more  than  another,  wheri 
it  is  neceflary  to  enforce  tb©  whole  Jruths  erf"  th6 
Bible,  perhaps  it  is  the  prefent }  when  men  under  the 
banner  of  infidelity,  are  ufing  all  the  arts  that  fo- 
phiftry  can  invent,  to  lay  low,  even  in  the  duft,  that 
precious  word  which  has  been  providentially  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation^  from  its  ori- 
ginal 
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our  hq?e$  of  eternal  fclkity* 

But  it  may  he  thett  k  no  need  of  thefe  hints  and 
obfervations,  jwid  I  have  trefpafled  a  good  deal  upon 
your  toe  and  patience,  (hall  therefore  conclude,  by 
fubfcribing  myfelf  your  afFedlionate  brother  in  Chrill, 
and  a  lover  of  all  the  truths  of  religion. 

A  METHODIST. 

F«b»«,  1797. 

Iniprdied  as  we  are,  with  the  fenfe  of  the  /m///^ 
and  importance  of  the  Univerfal  Dodline,  we  can  but 
be  concerned  for  its  fuccefs.  It  i$  therefore  with 
much  pain  that  w6  hear  of  its  abufe,  even  in  any 
(ingle  inftance,  but  we  believe  fuch  inilances  are  very 
few.  We  heartily  reconimend  it  to  all  our  friends 
to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  do6lrine ;  they  will 
then  dwdl  in  love  and  walk  in  love  and  bring  forth 
all  the  fruits  of  love.  We  lincerely  thank  our  cor- 
refpondent,  for  his  caution.— £^/;/e)r. 

REMARK  ON  Mr.  HUNTINGDON'S 
EVERLASTING  TASK. 

Dbar  SAl, 

A  FEW  days  fince  a  friend  of  mine  put  into  my 
hand  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "Advocates  for 
Devils  refuted,  and  their  hope  of  the  damned  demo- 
liihed,  or  an  everlaftii^g  talk  for  Wirichefter^  and  all 
his  confederates,  by  Willian  Huntingdon,  S.  S. — 

■  The 
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The  former  part  of  the  title  page  I  could  underftaiid 
pretty  well,  knowing  from  what  fource  it  iprarig  i 
but  muft  confefs  I  did  not  immediately  comprehend 
his  abbreviation  of  S.  S.  but  refledling  a  moment^ 
and  comparing  it  with  the  reft,  I  concluded  it  muft 
mean  ^fiave  to  Jlander  ! 

The  intention  of  my  friend  was,  by  this  pamphlet, 
to  reclaim  me  from  the  dangerous  error  of  embrac- 
ing the  dodlrine  of  God*s  univerlal  and  efficacious 
love;  but  my  friend  has  unfortunately  mifled  his 
aim  in  doing  it,  and  has  more  than  ever  confirmed 
me  in  it,  by  the  futile  attempts  of  this  champion  for 
difpute.  And  left  my  filence  on  the  fubjecft  fljould 
in  any  manner  feem  to  countenance  a  work  fo  re- 
plete with  ignorance  and  malice !  I  have  (for  want 
of  more  time)  crudely  given  you  my  ideas  on  this 
performance ;  at  the  fame  time  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  I  think  a  work  fo  contemptible  is  totally  un- 
worthy oi  your  notice,  any'further  than  an  applica- 
tion of  the  old  proverb  *^  Let  envy  alone,'  it  wiU 
'  puniih  itfclf;  ,     . 

This  pious  author,  after  having  invidioufly  clafled 
Mr,  Winchefter  with  devils  (in  the  7th  page  of  his 
preface)  and  with  the  fame  intolerant  fpirit  afierted, 
^  that  he  has  entered  into  k  folemn  league  and  cove- 
^  nant  with  them,  and  bound  himfelf  up  in  the  gall 
c  of  bitternefs  and  bond  of  iniquity  with'  devils,' 
goes  on  impioufly  to  limit  and  reftrain  the  love  of 
God,  by  faying,  ^  Nor  does  the  love  of  God,  as  de- 

^  fcribed 
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^  fcribed  by  Mofes,  extend  itfelf  to  all  intelligences 
^  jike  that  of  Mr.  Winchefter^  by  which  it  is  eaiy 
to  difcover,  that  this  man  would  willingly  bring 
down  the  infinite  and  incomprehenfible  love  of  God, 
to  a  level  with  his  own  narrow,  contra6ted,  and  en- 
vious mind  !  He  then  proceeds  to  fay,  that  *  God's 
^  love  does  not  extend  to  devils,  nor  yet  to  the  wick- 
^  ed  who  are  dead,  nor  to  all  mankind  living,'  but 
in  the  next  page  he  forgets  what  was  faid  before,  and 
unhappily  contradi6ls  himfelf,  by  faying  that  ^  God 
^  has  ^extended  his  love  to  ftrangers,'  (meaning  the 
non-eledl)  ^  in  giving  them  food  and  raiment :' 
but  what  a  horrid  and  impious  refle6lion  is  this  on 
the  all  bountiful  God  ?  to  fuppofe  that  he  created 
any  intelligent  creatures  only  to  give  them  food  and 
raiment  in  time,  and  afterwards  confign  them  over 
to  wrath  and  vengeance  to  all  eternity* !  !  !  It  makes 
me  fliudder  at  a  thought  fo  horrid  !  and  fo  unworthy 
of  that  God  whofe  name  and  nature  are  Love ;  and 
who  has  declared  that  all  things  are,  and  were 
created  for  his  pleafure.     He  then  alks  ^  What  right 

*  has  Mr.  Wlnchejter  to  expert,  or  call  for  the  love 
^  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift  ?  did  Chrift  in  his  day  ex- 
^  ercife  meeknefs  to  fuch  enemies  to  him  as  Mr. 

*  Winchefter  ?'  Surely  this  man  muft  have  known  but 
little  of  the  chara6ler  of  the  Saviour  of  men,  to  alk 
fuch  a  filly  queftion  ;  for  almoft  every  child  would 
inftruA  him  better,  and  inform  him  th,at  Jcfus  Chrift 
prayed  for  his  enemies,  his  greateft  enemies  I  even 

Vol.  I.  Z  z  his 
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his  murderers !  and  faid.  Father,  forgive  them/or 
they  know  not  what  they  do  !  This  fhews  how 
far  virulence  and  party  fpirit  may  carry  a  man,  fo  as 
even  to  obfcure  t'be  plained  truths  in  the  Bible. 
After  a  -few  more  fuch  coarfe  aifd  unchriftian  ex- 
preffions,  oiir  author  acknowledges  that  ^  he  has  not 

*  gone  through  what  Mr.  Winchefter  has  written  on 
^  the  fubje6l ;  but  finds  a  Mr.  Mafon  has  done  it, 
'  whofe  book  he  believes  is  juft  out,'  this  is  certainly 
the  wifeft  part  of  the  author's  work,  and  if  he  had 
entirely  left  the  work  to  Mr.  Mafon,  he  would  have 
been  wifer  ftill;  but  it  happens  unfortunately  for 
Mr.  Mafon  (as  well  as  for  this  author  who  wifties  to 
ride  behind  him)  that  his  book  is  now  nearly  funk 
into  oblivion,  while  the  publications  of  Mr.  Win- 
chefter are  a  monument  that  will  record  his  name 
and  memory  to  the  lateft  generations.  Our  author 
proceeds  to  obferve  ^  that  Ft  is  e^iy  for  a  man  to  lit 

*  down  and  quote  from  Scripture  a  thoufand  texts, 

*  and  fay  all  thefc  favour  a  notion  ;  but  it  is  another 

*  thing  to  bring  one  plain  text,  which,  in  its  literal, 

*  gra^nmatical,  and  received  fenfe,  proves  it.'  This  I 
fuppofe  he  knows  by  experience,  for  I  know  no  au- 
thor more  ready  to  apply  Scripture ;  but  I  muft  at 
tlie  fame  time  confefs,  that  I  know  of  none  that,  in 
t^e  application,  abufes  it  more ;  but  this  argument 
fccms  the  more  extraordinary  and  out  of  joint,  when 
w^e  recolle(9:  that  Mr.  Winchefter,  above  all  the 
writers  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  has  endeavoured  to 

explain 
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explain  them  literally,  and  Mr.  Huntington,  above 
all  men,  has  endeavoured  to  obrcure  the  fenfc,  by 
lugging  them  in  head  and  flioulders  (if  I  may  ufe  his 
own  language)  to  anfwer  the  chimerical  notions  of 
his  own  brains ;  which  we  cannot  but  deprecate, 
when  we  fee  in  what  manner  he  has  in  his  felf  fuffi- 
ciency  mangled  and  diftorted  the  facred  Scriptures  ! 
Surely  if  any  man  has  abufed  the  gift  of  memory 
(I  will  not  fay  underftanding)  it  is  this  vain  con- 
ceited man :  I  could  wifh  him  to  learn  more  can- 
dour, and  humility,  and  then  he  will  learn  more  of 
the  chara6ler  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  He  next  ob- 
ferves,  and  that  very  juftly  too,  ^  that  Mr.  Win- 
^  chefter  has  adopted  this  method  in  order  to  detdr 

*  men  from  anfwering  him  !  for  to  reinftate  fuch  a 
^  multitude  of  texts  in  their  own  proper  light,  and  to 
^  refbte  all  his  arguments  drawn  from  them,  would 

*  fill  a  quarto  volume !'  here  our  author  forgets  him- 
felf,  a-nd  pays  Mr.  Winchefter  the  compliment  he 

juftly  deferves ;  indeed,  I  do  not  know  that  a  higher 
encomium  can  be  pafled  upon  him ;  it  makes  good 
the  old  adage,  that  truth  will  at  Ibmelimes  come 
out ;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  he  does  not  long  poflcfs 
this  candour ;  but  relaxes  again  into  his  own  fplenc- 
ticKumour,  and  endeavours  to  tear  the  laurels  from 
the  brow  on  which  he  had  but  juft  placed  them,  by 
faying,  ^  Mr.  Wincheller  was  aware  of  this,  and  he 

*  may  thank  Satan'  for  his  counfcl,'  one  would  fup- 
pofe  that  he  muft  have  a  great  refped  for  the  devil, 

Zz  2     .'  to 
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to  transfer  on  his  brow,  the  wreath  he  had  fo  lately 
placed  on  that  of  Mn  Winchefter :  He  afterwards 
fays,  ^  I  am  willing  to  meet  him  upon  Scripture 
*  grounds ;'  but,  in  the  whole  of  hi^  book,  he  has 
never  been  at  the  pains  to  reinftate  o^ie.  text  out  of 
the  thoufand  in  its  own  proper  light  (as  he^  calls  it) 
but  has  very  judicioufly  avoided  going  into  the 
knotty  bufincfs,  and  fubftituted  a  plan  better  calcu- 
lated to  amufe  his  own  devotees  and  cafe  himfelf  of 
the  tafk,  by  drumming  continually  upon  a  paflage 
of  Scripture,  that  feems  to  have  as  much  to  do  with 
the  fubjedl,  as  Mr.  Huntington  has  with  charity  ! 
The  words  are  thefe,  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  18.  /  They  that 
^  go  down  into  the  pit,  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth.' 
The  paflage  literally,  and  without  any  doubt,  means 
.  that  the  knowledge  of  God's  truth  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed in  the  Grave;  as  the  context  explains  it:  and 
-  whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to  read  the  paflage  in 
its  connexion,  with  any  attention,  can  hardly  miftake 
the  meaning ;  and  how  this  man  can  fo  egregioufly 
pervert  the  plain  word  of  God,  is  marvellous  !  In 
reading  over  his  book,  it  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a 
cuckoo  clock,  for  at  the  end  of  almoft  evc^y  fen- 
tence,  the  text  brings  up  the  rear ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  book,  it  is  made  fubfervicnt  to  upwards 
of  fifty  different  interpretations,  not  one  of  which 
has  any  relation  to  the  fenfe  in  which  is  ftands  ;  and 
at  the  end  of  his  philippics  is  a  maflcrpiece,  which 
clearly  manifefts  marks  of  infanity,  or  blafphemy  ! 

for 
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fot  he  there  arrogates  Deity,  by  pretending  to  difcern 
the  thoughts  of  the  heart  and  the  confcience  of 
other  men  ;  for  he  aflerts  ^  it  is  denied  by  Mr.  Win- 
*  chefter*s  confcience ;'  he  then,  after  beftowing  one 
handfome  cpmpliraent  more  on  Mr.  Winchefter,  by 
politely  calling  him  the  ^  worft  of  liars/  fums  up 
the  whole  by  his  own  fiat,  and  adding  fomething 
of  his  own  to  ftrengthen  the  word  of  God,  left  it 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  his  point.  He  con- 
cludes by  faying,  that,  ^  they  that  go  down  to  the 
^  pit,  mufi  not^Jhallnot\yea^*  cannot  hope  for  truth  ! 
Qucre,  whether  if  this  man  had  continued  in  hi& 
firft  occupation  in  life,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
more  ufefiil  member  of  fociety  ? 

R.  W. 


QUESTIONS  TO  THE  CALVINISTS. 

Sir, 

IN  my  laft  letter  I  took  the  liberty  to  propofe  two 
queftions  to  the  good  people  of  the  Calvinift 
perfuafion,  and  at  the  fame  time  hinted  that  want  of 
room  only  prevented  others.  By  your  good  leave  I 
will  now  refume  the  fubjedl,  by  propofing  to  them 
the  following: — If  the  Doftrines  of  God's  un- 
changeable, univerfal,  efficacious  love ;  and  the  final 
happy  Reftoration  of  All  Things  by  Jefus  Chrift,  be 
not  true  fcriptual  Dodlrines  ;  why  have  they  not 
been  refuted  ?  If  they  fhould   fay,  they  have  been 

written 
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tirritten  againft  again  and  ag^n :  my  anfwer  is,  I 
know  it,  I  have  ieen  the  zealous^  but  (not  to  fay 
worfe)  miftaken,  wild  effufions  of  feveral  pens, — I 
fey  miftaken ;  becanfe  they  feem  totally  ignorant  of 
the  doctrines  they  wifh  to  oppofe ;  and  wild,  becaufe 
their  (hafts  fly  at  random :  and  do  not  meet  the 
quefiion  on  the  fair  broad  fcriptural  ground  on 
which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  firmly  eftablilhed.  But 
this  is  not  all,  I  have  heard  thefe  do^lrines  decried 
from  the  pulpit,  as  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  fboliih  : 
and  fuch  fhocking  motives  afcribed  to  the  profeflbrs 
of  them,  as  would,  if  true,  prove  that  they  have  neither 
honefty  nor  int^rity  before  God  or  man.  Some,  by 
way  of  ridicule  call  them  ««v  lights  ;  yet  with  the 
fame  truth,  affirm  them  to  be  herefies  of  the  third 
century. 

Alas  !  Sir,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover  any  other  rea- 
fon  for  all  this  uncharitableneft,  this  fpirit  of  bitter- 
nefs,  than  that  thofe  doctrines  do  not  accord  with 
the  popular  fyfl^ms,  at  prefent  eftabliihed  in  the  pfo- 
fcffing  world.  A  poor,  poor  reafon  indeed,  while  i^o 
two  of  thofe  fyftems  can  poffibly  agree  in  fome  of 
the  mofl:  important  articles  of  their  well  compofed 
creeds.  The  Apoftle  fays,  If  the  trumpet  give  an 
uncertain  found,  who  fhall  prepare .  to  battle  ?  But 
thefe  good  people  feem  quite  content  with  their  va- 
rious opinions,  and  feem  only  afraid,  left  any  one 
fhould  attempt  to  harmonize,  the  prefent  jarring* 
founds  of  the  Gofpcl  trumpet. 

But, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  UNIVERSALIST's  MISCELLANY.  46? 

But,  Sir,  if  calumny  bad  been  argument,  and  decla- 
matioh,  refutation;  where  bad  been  Chriftilanity  it- 
felf  ?  What  horrid  falihoods  did  the  heathen  in- 
vent againft  that  pure  fyftem  of  divine  love  ?  And 
what  dreadflil  crimes  did  they  accufe  its  profeflbrs  of, 
when  they  met  to  celebrate  one  of  its  moft  fecrcd  in- 
ftitutions  ?  And  when  a  difcovery  of  the  abominable 
corruptions  of  the  popifh  church,  forced  many  to  for- 
lake  t^eir  communion,  and  to:  proteft  againft  her, 
abufes  ;  how  were  the  floodgates  of  calumny  opened 
upon  them  ?  What  fchemes,  what  ftratagems  were 
devifed  to  deft'roy  both  them,  and  their  docftrines  1  Yet 
truth  prevailed  and  fhall  prevail.  Your  memory,  or 
readingwill  furnifh  you  with  other  (l^fs  horrible  indeed, 
but)  fimilar  attempts,  oit  fimilaroccafions,but  allfpring 
from  the  fame  root ;  namely,  bigotry  to  lyftems  efta- 
blifhed  by  human  wifdom,  fuperftition,  force  or 
fraud  ;  let  thofe  who  can  difprove  it* 

I  will  now  mention  a  few  things  (out  of.  many) 
which  the  enemies  of  thefe  do<5lrines  muft  do,  before 
they  will  be  able  to  overthrow  them,  each  of  which, 
I  think,  they  will  find  to  be  more  than  an  herculean 
labour. 

ift.  They  muft  prove  that  God  never  did  love  the 
whole  of  his  rational  creatures ;  or,  that  an  awful 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  divine  mind,  refpedl- 
ing  an  infinite  number  of  them. 

2dly.  That  the  firft  promife  to  fallen  man,  ought 
to  be  the  reverie  of  what  it  is. 

3dly.  That 
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3dly.  That, the  promifes  to  Abraham^  liaac^  and 
Jacob,  fhall  never  be  fulfilled. 

4thly.  That  the  gracious  promifes,  and  prophecies 
made  to,  and  given,  refpedting  the  happy  refloration 
of  Sodom  and  other  cities,  and  nations  (who  were  ut- 
terly deftroyed  for  their  horrid  fins)  fhall  never  be 
verified. 

5thly.  That  the  holy  angels  were  miflaken^  when 
at  our  Saviour's  birth,  they  proclaimed,  glad  ti4ings  of 
great  joy  xxnto  all  people. 

fithly.  That  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  was  not  propiti- 
atory for  the  fins  of  the  whole  worlds  and  that  he  tafted 
not  death  for  every  man ;  whatever  the  Scriptures 
may  aflfert  to  the  contrary. 

7thly.  That  the  Son  of  God  was  manifefl:ed  to  de- 
ftroy  the  works  of  Satan,  in  part  only. 

Sthly.  That  the  whqle  creation  fhall  not  be  deliver- 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption  ;  nor  will  Chrift  re- 
concile all  things  to  the  Father,  whether  of  heaven, 
or  earth,  as  the  Scriptures  teflify. 

gthly.  That  God  the  Father  will  never  gather  to- 
gether in  one,  all  things  in  Chrijly  both  which  are  in 
heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth  ;  but  the  chofen  few, 
the  firft  fruits  only. 

lOthly.  That  although  our  blefled  Saviour  en- 
joins us  to  love  our  enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  us, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them 
that  defpitefully  ufe  us,  and  perfecute  us;  that  we 

may 
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may  be  the  children  of  God,  arid  perfedl  even  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  perfect ;  yet  that  the  Father  of 
mercies,  the  God  of  all  grace  and  truth,  the  unfail- 
ing fountain  of  unfpeakable,  inconceivable  love,  will 
never,  never,  never  pardon  his  erring  rebellious  chil- 
dren, but  punifti  them  eadlefsly,  if  they  die  ignorant 
of  his  will ;  not  having  done  that,  which  they  un- 
derftood  not,  or  wanted  grace,  or  ability  to  perform  ! 
There  are  many,  many  other  things,  which  muft 
be  done  before  the  doftrines  in  queftion  can  be  over- 
thrown: for  the  prefent  the  above  muft  fufRce. 
That  the  blefled  fun  of  righteoufnefs  may  quickly 
arife,  and  by  the. bright  beams  of  his  effulgent  glory, 
diffipate  all  thoft  fliades  of  darkncfs,  which  now  do 
much  obfcure  the  otherwife  b^utiful  face  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  is  the  prayer  P^  ' 

Sir, 

Yours,  &€• 

PHILEMON,    ' 


POETRY. 

TO  A  YOUNG  LADY,  LATELY  MARRIED. 

DEAR  Peggy,  fince  the  Angle  ftate 
You've  left,  and  chofe  you^;felf  a  mate ; 
Since  nietamorphosM  to  a  wife, 
And  blifs,  or  woe,  are  your's  for  life : 
VoL.L  3A.  A  friendly 
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A  friendly  mufe  the  way  would  fhow^ 
To  gain  the  blifs  and  mifs  the  woe. 
But,  firft  of  all,  I  mtift  fuppofc 
You  have  with  due  reflcftion  chofe  ; 
And  this  premisM,  I  think  you  may. 
Here  find  to  mattied  blifs  the  way. 
Small  is  the  province  of  a  wife. 
And  narrow  is  her  (hare  of  life ; 
Within  that  fphere  to  move  aright 
Should  be  her  principal  delight. 
To  guide  the  houfe  with  prudent  care. 
And  properly  to  fpend  and  fpare. 
To  make  her  huiband  blefsthe  day 
'   He  gave  his  liberty  away. 
To  form  the  infant*  tender  mind, 
Thefe  are  the  tafks  to  wives  ai&gn'd. 
Then  never  think  doiheflic  care 
Beneath  the  notice  of  the  fair. 
But  daily  thefe  affairs  infpect^ 
And  fee  you  lofe  not  by  neglect; 
Be  frugal  plenty  round  you  feen. 
And  always  keep  the  golden  mean ;    . 
Be  always  clean,  Init  feldom  fine. 
Plain  in  your  neatnefs  always  fhine. 
If  once  fair  Decency  be  fled, 
Love  foon  deferts  the  nuptial  bed. 
Not  nice  your  houfe,  but  neat  and  clean, 
In  all  let  houfewifery  be  feen  ; 
Some  of  your  fex  midake  in  this, 
Too  anxious  fome,  fome  too  remifs* 
The  early  days  of  wedded  life 
Are  oft  o'ercafl  by  childifh  ftrife ; 
Then  be  it  your  peculiar  care 
To  keep  the  fe^fon  bright  and  fair ; 


For 
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For  then's  the  time,  by  gentle  art. 

To  fix  your  empire  in  his  heart. 

With  kind  obliging  carriage  ftrive 

To  keep  the  laiAp  of  love  alive. 

To  charm  his  reafon  drefs  your  mind. 

Till  love  (hall  be  with  friendihip  joiuM* 

RaisMon  that  bafis  tVill  endure. 

And  from  infringements  be  (ecure. 

Be  fure  you  ne*er  for  power  contend, 

Nor  try  by  tears  to  gain  your  end ;  ' 

Some  time  the  tears  which  cbud  your  eyes  . 

From  pride  and  obftinacy  rife. 

Heaveo  gave  the  man  fuperior  fway. 

Then  Heaven  at  onoe  and  him  obey. 

Let  fullcn  frowns  your  brow  rc*cr  cloud. 

Be  always  cheerful  but  not  loud  ; 

Let  trifles  never  difcompofe 

Your  features,  temper,  or  repofe  ; 

Abroad  for  happinefs  ne'er  roam, 

T-rue  happinefs  reiides  at  home. 

Still  make  your  partner  eafy  there, 

Man  finds  abroad  fufficient  care. 

If  every  thing  atbome.be  right. 

He'll  always  enter  with  delight : 

Your  converfe  he'll  prefer  to  all 

Thofe  cheats  the  world  docs  pleafiire  call 

With  cheerful  'chat  his  cares  beguile, 

And  always  meet  him  with  a  fmile. 

Should  paffion  e'er  his  foul  deform, 

Serenely  meet  the  burfting  ftorm  : 

Never  in  wordy  war  engage, 

Nor  never  meet  his  rage  with  rage ; 

With 
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With  all  your  fex's  foft'ning  art, 
Recall  foft  reafon  to  his  heart : 
Thus  calm  the  temped  in  his  breaft^ 
And  fweetly  foothe  his  foul  to  reft. 
Be  fure  youne'er  arraign  his  fenfe. 
Few  huflbands  pardon  that  offence : 
'Twill  difcord  rtife,  difguft  it  breeds^ 
And  hatred  certainly  fuccee^s. 
Then  ihun  that  rodt  yoa  foon  will  rue, 
Scill  think  him  wifer  of  the  two ; 
And  though  you  fttherwiic  believe^ 
Ne*er  let  him  fuch  a  thought  perceive ; 
When  care  mvadcs  your  partner's  hearty 
Bear  you  a  fy mpoithifing  part ; 
And  humbly  claim  your  {hare  c^  fskn, 
And  half  his  trouble  ftil)  fuflain. 
From  rifing  mom  to  fetting  night, 
To  pleafe  him  be  your  chief  delight ; 
Thefe  rules  obtained  by  a  wife, 
Will  make  her  happy  for  her  life. 


ON  A  CLOCK. 


I  LABOUR  het€  with  all  my  mighty 
To  tell  the  hours  of  day  and  night, 
So  therefore  warning  take  by  me, 
And  fcrve  thy  God  as  I  (erve  thee* 
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NATURAL   HISTORY, 

I'Continued from  ^a^e  434.  ] 

HAVING  poved  that  the  deluge  was  univerfal ; 
that  there  was  water  enough  in  the  abyfs  for 
that  putpofe ;  and  fliewn  the  fufficiency  of  natural 
""  ^gents^  under  divine  dire<5i:ion,  to  perfo^  that  great 
work :  we  go  on  to  notice  the  return  of  the  waters 
to  their  proper  receptacle  again. 

Several  good  H^brecians,  particularly  Catcoti  and 
Hutchingfony  fiippofe  that  at  the  deluge,  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  earth  was  reduced  to  its  original  choatic 
iiate.  M  a  proof  of  which  they  obferve,  that  the  word 
Irehui  which  we  render  prevail;  denotes  power^ 
fircngthy  and  fignifies,  to  get  the  better  ofy  tojuhdue. 
Aiid  Mofes  menticms  this  word  three  times  Gen.  vi^ 
18, 19, 24.  Th6y  contend  therefore  that  by  the  waters 
prevaiUngy  we  are  to  underfland,  the  total  fuldving^ 
or  dijfolution  of  the  earth  hy  the  wat^s.  Indeed  from 
what  has  been  already  obferved  of  the  power  of  the 

Vol.  I.  3  B  *irs. 
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airs,  this  feems  reafonable  enough  ;  for  tis  Mofes  a^ 
fures  us,  the  pajfages  of  the  airs  were  opened.  That  is 
the  crevices  and  fiflurcs  of  the  earth ;  by  which  the 
airs  pafs  to  and  fro  from  the  furface  to  the  abyis,  and 
vice  verfa ;  were  enlarged  and  expanded :  the  airs 
rufliing  in  at  fome  places^  and  the  waters  rufliing  out 
at  others,  by  thw  means  the  fhell  of  the  earth  muft 
be  greatly  broken,  and  its  texture  loofened  and  dif- 
folved.  Bcfide  which,  it  feems  impoffible  to  ac- 
count for  the  vaft  quantity  of  animal,  and  fometimes 
even  vegetable,  produ6Uons,  which  are  found  at 
great  depths  in  the  earth,  and  even  in  the  heart  of 
the  moft  folid  rocks;  without  fuppofing  that  the 
earth  was  in  2ijhud  ftate  during  the  deluge.  Indeed 
the  (hells  Which  are  found  both  on  the  furface,  and 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  were  for  a  long  time  con* 
.  fidered  by  Naturalifts,  as  mere  produ6lions  of  the 
earth  ;  and  not  as  the  reHcks  of  animals.  As  we  find 
that  fpars,  faid  they,  always  flioot  into  peculiar 
Shapes,  fo  thefe  feeming  fnails,  cockles,  and  mufcle 
^/hells,  are  only  fportive  forms  that  nature  afliimes 
amongft  others  of  its  mineral  varieties :  they  have 
the  fhape  of  fifh,  indeed,  l)ut  they  have  always  been 
terreftrial  fubftances.  See  Lowth's  Abridgment  of 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  vol.  ii.  p.  426. 

With  this  folution  mankind  were  for  a  long  time 
content,  but,  upon  clofer  enquiry,  they  were  obliged 
to  alter  their  opinion.    It  was  found  that  thefe  fbells  ' 
had,  in  every  refpe6l,  the  pi'operties  of  animal  and 

not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  TTNI verbalist's  MISCELLANY.  475 

not  of  mineral  nature.     They  are  found  exaftly  of 
the  iame  weight  with  their  fellow  fliells  upon  fhore. 
They  anfWered  all  the  chymical  trials  in  the  fame 
manner  as  fea  fhells  do.     Their  parts,  when  diflblv- 
cd,  had  the  fame  appearance  to  view,  the  fame  fmell 
and  tafte.     They  had  the  fame  effeAs  in  medicine 
when  inwardly  adminiftered ;  and,  in  a  word,  were 
fo  exa6lly  conformable  to  marine  bodies,  that  they 
had  all  the  accidental  concretions  growing  to  them, 
(fuch  as  pearls,  cwals,  and  fmaller  Ihells)  which  are 
found  in  fliells  ji^  gathered  on  fliore.    They  arc 
therefore  without  difpute,  animal  fubftances  j  but 
how  they  came  to  be  difperfed  through  almoft  every 
ftratum  of  earth,  even  to  the  greateft  depths  which 
we  are  acquainted  with ;  and  even  in  the  heart  of 
folid  rocks ;  cannot  be  accounted  for,  but  by  admit- 
ting, that  the  earth  at  the  flood  loft  the  coherence 
of  its  parts,  and  was  dijfalved.    It  will  be  eafy  for  us 
then  to  account  for  the  appearances  above-mention- 
ed, for  as  during  the  time  of  the  deluge,  there  muft 
be  a  vaft  coUeftion  of  animal  and  vegetable  fub- 
il^mces  promifcuoufly  Iwinuning  about,  atid  mixing 
with  the  diflblved  earth ;  fo  when  the  waters  fub- 
fided,  and  the  fliell  of  the  earth  was  reformed,  thefe 
fubftances  would  neceflarily  be  found  in  the  fitua- 
tions,  in  which  we  now  fee  them. 
:   We  apprehend  that  the  fame  agents  (the  light 
and  air)  were  made  ufe  of  in  reftoring  the  earth  after 
the  deluge,  which  the  Almighty  had  brought  intp 
3  B  3  adion^ 
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adion,  in  its  firft  fbrmatipn,  for  Mofes  fays,  i^  God 
made  a  wind  (Ruih,  the  Spirit)  to  pafs  over  the 
earth,  and  the  waters  were  aflwagcd."  Hie  fame 
word  here  tranflated  wind,  is  tranflated  fpirit.  Gen.  i. 
a.  **  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  fece  of 
the  waters."  And  as  the  motion  then  raifed  in  the 
air,  by  the  immediate  power  of  God,  was  the  chief 
caufe  of  bringing  the  earth  out  of  its  chaotic  ftate, 
into  order  and  regularity,  fo  the  feme  agent  is  here 
employed  to  reftore  it  to  order,  after  its  difiblution 
by  the  deluge,  and  of  courfe  the  fame  tffe6h  fol- 
lowed. The  waters  were  bdbre,  increafing ;  but 
now  thejy  were  aflwaged,  and  prevented  from  extend- 
ing their  orb,  by  the  paiBng  of  the  wiiui  over  them. 
The  wind,  or  air,  had  before  aifted  through  the  earft^ 
and  by  its  impulfe  broke  open  the  fotmtams  of  the  grea%^ 
deepy  and  opened  the  pajjages  of  the  air ;  but  it  wa$ 
now  made  to  a^t  in  its  ufual  way  of  prdSng  uponr 
the  furface. 

*^  And  the  fountains  of  the  de^j  and  the  paflaget 
of  the  airs  were  flopped,  and  the  rain  from  heaven 
Was  reftrained.**  This  was  no  more  than  a  confo- 
quence  of  fetting  the  powers  of  nature  to  work,  as  at 
the  firft.  The  earth  had  been  diflblved,  and  the 
various  parts  of  it  floating  with  great  irregularity 
in  the  waters ;  but  as  foon  as  the  natural  agents,  the 
light  and  air,  began'  to  operate,  and  expand  witiiin 
and  without  the  earth,  then  the  fame  effe<fts  follow- 
ed at  as  the  creati6n,  viz.  a  divifion  was  made  between* 

th« 
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the  wat<ars,  and  the  folid  parts  of  the  earth  were 
driven  together  into  a  cruft  or  (hell  again,  thus  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  (lopped,  the  paf- 
fages  of  the  airs  through  the  ftrata  of  the  earth  were 
clofed,  and  even  the  vapours  for  rain  were  prevente4 
from  rifing.  The  fhell  of  the  earth  having  been 
thus  coniblidated  and  formed  anew,  did  not,  and  in- 
deed could  not,  remain  long  whole  and  entire.  For 
as  the  expar^e  or  firmament  had  now  received  its  full 
power  of  aiSling,  the  Ught  which  penetrates  all  ter- 
ireftrial  bodies,  would  fodn  make  its  way  through 
the  waters  on  the  furface,  and  through  the  fhell  of 
the  earth  itfelf  to  the  comparatively  thinner  air 
at  the  center,  and  caufe  there  a  rarefaction,  and 
fo  increafe  the  force  of  the  inward  expanfe,  which 
by  this  means  would  a6l  more  ftrongly  againft 
the  concave  part  of  the  (hell  of  the  earthy  and 
by  continuing  to  exert  and  extend  its  power  on 
aH  fi4cs  from  the  center,  would  by  degrees  make 
fmall  cracks  and  crevices  in  the  (hell,  which  at  laft 
would  become  great  chafins  by  which  the  inward  airs 
would  ruih  out  to  the  furface,  and  the  waters  which 
as  yet  covered  the  earth,  would  flow  into  the  abyfs. 
Hence  Mofes  tells  us,  that  ^^  the  waters  returned  ixoxa 
off  the  earth  continually.**  They  returned  again  to 
the  great  (lorehoufe,  from  whence  the  Creator  had 
brought  them  forth,  to  p.unifh  the  wicked  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  for  their  tranfgre(fion8.  New  in^ 
lets  and  apertures  into  the  aby(s  were  made  by  the 
cxpanfion  of  the  internal  airs  or  firmament,  "  and 

3  B  3  the 
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the  waters  returned  from  off  the  earth  continually,** 
or  as  the  margin  reads  it,  *'  in  going  and  returning,*' 
in  flowing  backwards  and  forwards,  and  fluctuating 
here  and  there ;  for  as  the  airs  began  to  afcend  be- 
fore the  waters  could  begin  to  defcend,  they  would 
of  courfe  impede,  and  in  part  drive  back  the  waters, 
and  fo  caufe  a  flu6luating  or  reverberating  motion 
in  them  ;  and  by  this  means  alfo  the  waters  would 
be  prevented  from  rufhing  down  too  faft,  and  there^ 
by  tearing  the  fhell  of  the  earth  too  much. 

This  procefs  of  the  airs  going  out,  and  the  waters 
going  into  the  abyfs,  continued  till  the  waters  were 
colleded  together,  and  the  earth  appeared  in  the 
•  form  of  iflands  and  continents,  probably  nearly  as  we 
now  fee  it :  allowing  only  for  the  alterations  that  have 
been  fince  made  by  partial  floods,  ftorms,  earthquakes, 
fubterranean  fires,  &c.  many  of  which  we  Ihall  notice 
in  our  future  progrefs. 

And  now  we  will  venture  to  aflc  our  readers,  whe- 
ther the  Mofaic  account  of  the  deluge  is  not  in  itfel^ 
rational  and  philofophical  ?  Whether  the  appearr 
ances  in  our  globe,  both  on  its  furface,  and  in  its  in- 
terior parts,  do  not  ftrongly  indicate  fuch  a  cataftro- 
phe,  as  Mofes  defcribes  ? 

Whether  fuch  philofophers  as  deride  the  Scrip- 
ture, and  truft  to  their  own  conje6lures  in  their  re- 
fearches  into  nature ;  are  juftly  efl:eemed  for  wis- 
dom ?  Or  rather,  whether,  profeflJng  themfelvcs  ta 
be  wife^  they  are  npt  become  fools  by  leaving  the 

Qply 
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only  book,  which  can  rationally  account  for  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  our  globe,  and  bewildering  themfelves 
in  the  regions  of  imagination  ? 

(To  he  confirmed.) 


DEFENCE   OF    MOSES. 

(Continued  from  fage  425 .) 

IT  is  commonly  objeded  to  the  Mofaic  law,  that 
its  great  intention  was  to  enrich,  and  give  power 
to  the  Priejihood.  But  this  remark  evidently  comes 
front  very  inattentive  readers  of  the  Bible,  We 
deny  not  that  fome  modern  eftablifhments  are  cal- 
culated more  for  the  emolument  of  the  prieft,  than 
the  goodof  the  people ;  but  we  apprehend  this  can- 
not be  juftly  affirmed  of  the  Jewifh  law.  For, 
•  4.  Though  Mofes  tells  us,  that  the  priefts  of 
Egypt  had  land ;  which  was  held  fo  facred,  that 
Pharoah  did  not  take  it,  when  in  the  days  of  the  fa- 
jnine  he  became  landholderx)f  all  Egypt ;  yet  he 
gave  no  portion  of  land  to  the  prieftly  tribe,  as  he 
did  to  the  other  tribes  of  Ifrael.  On  the  contrary, 
thotigh  their  males  were  twenty-two  thoufand,  and 
their  females  confequently  as  many ;  they  had  only 
certain  cities  with  a  few  adjoining  fields,  for  their 
inheritance.  Did  not  Mofes  know,  that  the  poflef- 
fion  of  land  alwajrs  gives  power  in  a  nation  ?  And 
had  not  the  Levites  as  good  a  claim  to  an  adequate 
part  of  landed  property,  as  any  other  tribe?  If  the 

3B4  Jewifh 
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Jewi(h  lawgiver  meant  to  give  pennanent  power  t© 
the  Priefthood,  be  blundered  fadly  m  bis  method  of 
accomplifliing  it  But  it  will  be  remembered  that 
there  were  tythes  for  their  fupport  alfo ;  granted ; 
but  were  tythes  of  a  permanent  nature  ?  Did  not 
Mofes  foretell  the  defection  of  his  nation  froip  the 
worftiip  of  Jehovah  ?  And  when  they  became  idola- 
trous, the  law  of  tythes  was  neglected,  as  well  as 
other  laws,  and  theLevites  were  reduced  to  <iiftrefs ; 
the  Prophets  often  complain  of  this ;  yet  did  Mofes- 
in  the  full  view  of  this,  inftitute  a  law  which  deprived 
the  whole  Priefthood  of  landed  property.  It  appears 
then  the  Priefthood  of  Mofes,  was  inftituted  for  bcn 
nevolent  purpofes,  and  not  as  a  tod  of  ftate  to  eUn 
flave  the  people.  Infidelity  ought  to  blufh  therefore 
at  the  above  charge.  In  the  New  Teftament,  there 
is  no  law  of  tythes,  nor  any  fixed  method  of  fupport 
for  the  public  miniftry  i  but  there  is  a  general  law^ 
founded  upon  equity,  which  runs  thus ;  thofe  who 
preach  the  Gofpd,  Ihould  live  by  the  Gofpel ! 

5.  There  is  a  general  fpirit  of  mercy  running 
through  the  whole  of  the  iqftitutions  of  Mofes-  The 
poor,  the  ftranger,  the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widow, 
have  particular  refpe6l  paid  to  them,  and  even  the 
cattle  were  regarded  witii  compaffion.  "  The  feventh 
^^  year^  thou  fhall  let  th^  land  reft,  and  lie  flill ; 
^^  that  the  poor  of  thy  people  may  eat,  and  what  they 
^^  leave,  the  beafts  of  the  field  fhall  eat,  In  like 
^jpianner  thou  (halt  de^  with  thy  vineyard,  and 

^'with 
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^^  with  thy  olivc-y^d/'  Exod.  xxiii.  !!•  And  again, 
*^  If  th»e  ho  amdng  y6u  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy 
*^  brethren,  within  any  of  thy  gates,  in  thy  land 
'^  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,  thou  fhalt 
^^  not  harden  thy  heart,  nor  fhut  thy  hand  from  thy 
"poor  brother:  but  thou  fhalt  open  thine  hand 
"  wide  unto  him,  and  Ihalt  furely  lend  him  fuf- 
**  ficient  for  his  need,  in  that  which  he  wanteth. 
^^  Beware  that  there  be  not  a  thought  in  thy  wicked 
^^  hieart,  faying,  the  feventh  year,  the  year  of  relcafe 
^^  is  at  hand ;  and  thine  eye  be  evil  againft  thy  poor 
^^  brother,  and  thou  givefl  him  nought,  and  he  cry 
*^  unto  the  Lord  againft  thee,  and  it  be  fin  unto  thee, 
^^  Thou  fhalt  furely  give  him,  and  thine  heart  fhalt 
*^  not  be  grieved  when  thou  givcft  unto  him :  be- 
^^  caufe  that  for  thi^  thing  the  Lord  thy  God  fhall 
^'  blefs  thee  in  all  thy  works,  and  in  all  that  thou 
^^  putteft  thine  hand  unto."  Deut.  xv.  7,  10.  How 
tenderly  are  the  wants  of  the  poor  entered  into,  in 
thfefe  words  ?  And  how  ftrongly  are  their  rieceflities 
reprefented  ?  With  no  lefs  aiFecftion,  are  the  feelings 
of  the  ftranger  defcribed.  "^  And  if  a  ftranger  fo* 
^^  joum  with  you  in  your  land,  ye  fhall  not  vex  him  ; 
"  but  the  ftranger  that  dwelleth  with  you,  fhall  be 
^'  unto  you  as  one  bom  amongft  you,  and  thou  fhalt 
^^  love  him  as  thyfelf,  for  ye  were  ftrangers  in  the 
^*  land  of  Egypt.  I  am  the  Lord  your  God.  And 
^^  ye  know  the  heart  of  a  ftrailger,  feeing  ye  wera 
^^  Grangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt."  Lev.  xix.  33.  an4 

Exod. 
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Exod.  xxui.  g.  We  arc  not  only  ftricken  with  the 
equity ;  but  alfo  with  the  abounding  eompalfion  of 
thefe  precepts,  which  is  fuch  as  clearly  to  Ihew  that 
they  came  from  the  God  of  Love.  The  fatherleA 
and  the  widow  are  alfo  mentioned  with  the  fame 
tender  care.  **  Ye  (hall  not  afflidl  any  widow  or  fa- 
^  thcrlefs  child ;  if  thou  ajSlidl  them  in  any  wife,  and 
**  they  cry  at  all  unto  me :  I  will  furely  hear  their 
^  cry,  and  my  wrath  (hall  wax  hot,  and  I  will  kill 
^'  you  with  the  fword,  and  your  wives  fhall  be  wi-^ 
^*  dows,  and  your  children  fatherlefs."  From  aH 
thefe  precepts  the  general  benevolence  of  the  difpen- 
fation  is  evident,  and  the  compafEon  of  God  is  mani- 
fcfted.  What  ancient  lawgiver,  befide  Mofes ;  ever 
gave  fuch  injun6tions  to  his  nation  ?  Did  the  laws  qf 
Egypt,  Greece,  or  Rome,  afford  any  thing  equal  ? 

6.  There  were  no  barbarous  punifhments  enjoin-^ 
cd  by  the  Mofaic  code.  Death  was,  indeed,  in  fome 
cafes  infli(fted ;  particularly  on  the<^rime  of  adultery, 
which  the  modem  refined  nations  of  Europe  have 
agreed  to  call  a  foible,  or  at  moft  only  a  fault,  not 
an  enormity,  and  treat  with  lenity ;  while  they  hang 
a  poor  man  for  Healing  a  fheep,  though  it  be  to  fa- 
tisfy  his  hunger.  Cruel  and  heavy  punifhments  have^ 
a  tendency  to  degrade  human  nature  itfelf,  and  to 
make  life  contemptible :  and  frequent  public  execu- 
tions have  the  fame  unhappy  efFe<9:  upon  mankind,. 
Mofes  infiids  fimple  death  only  on  the  worfl  of 
trimes,  he  does  not  ep?6l  that,  for 'crimes  of  ftate,  i 

ina# 
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ifian  fiiould  firft  pine  for  months  in  a  dungeon,  then 
have  his  hands  and  feet  chopped  off  before  the  fatal 
ftroke  be  ftruck  ;  or  that  his  flefli  be  torn  off  with 
red  hot  pincers,  and  then  the  wretch  to  be  brokeri' 
alive  upon  the  wheel ;  or  that  he  be  hanged,  and 
then  while  yet  alive,  his  entrails  drawn  out,  and  his 
trembling  heart  expofed  on  the  point  of  the  execu- 
cutioner's  knife,  and  his  mangled  quarters  exhibited 
on  the  walls  or  gates  of  fome  populous  city,  to  an- 
noy and  terrify  the  living ! — ^No,  it  was  left  to  thofe 
modpm  refined  nations ;  who  politely  call  Mofes  a 
barbarian;  to  infyilt  and . degrade  human  nature  by 
a6ls  of  cruelty  fo  horrible  and  difgufting.     If  by  the 
fentence  of  the  law  any  one  was  hanged,  Mofes  com- 
manded that  he  fhould  be  taken  down  and  buried 
before  fun  fet ;  or  if  any  incurred  the  more  awfi^l 
puniihmcnt  of  ftoning  to  death,  they  were  to  be 
l)uried  under  a  heap  of  ftones,  that  niankind  might 
jfiot  be  infulted  with  a  view  of  the  body  of  a  male- 
fadlor  putrifying  above  ground.  In  fome  cafes  of  lefe 
guilt  the  punifliment  was  a  pecuniarjr  fine  appor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  and  in  cafe  of  in- 
ability to  pay,  fervitude  was  enjoined,  yet  fo  as  that 
the  year  of  releafe  gave  freedom  to  fuch.    In  cafes 
of  ftill  lefs  guilt,  the  law  of  ftripes  took  place,  not 
at  the  liberty  of  the  magiftrate  abfolutely,  much  left 
at  the  caprice  of  the  beadle ;  for  the  law  command- 
ed that  the  ftripes  fhould  be  inflidled  in  open  court, 
^nd  in  the  prefence  of  the  magiftrate ;  but  the  num- 
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bcr  of  ftripes  to  the  worft  offender  of  this  claft,  wa* 
reftri<aed,  ^  Forty  ftripes*thou  mayeft  give,  and  not 
^  exceed ;  leaft  if  thoa  fliouldeft  exceed,  and  beat 

*  him  above  thefe  with  many  ftripes ;  then,  thy  bro- 

*  thcr  fliould  feem  vile  unto  thee/  What  beautifiil 
and  finking  diftribution  of  juftice  is  here  feen  !  And 
how  fublimely  tempered  with  mercy.  Where  are 
Solon,  Lycurgus,  and  Numa,  and  the  other  great 
lawgivers  of  antiquity  ?  They  hide  their  diminilhed 
heads  before  Mofes.  They  are  not  worthy  to  be 
mentioned  the  fame  day  with  him. 

[To  he  continued.^ 


THB   CONFESSION   OF  A  FBEE   THINKE&. 

I  WILL  confefs  to  you,  that  the  mafefty  of  the 
•Scriptures  ftrikes  me  with  admiration,  as  the  pu- 
rity of  the  Gofpel  hath  its  influence  on  my  heart. 
Perufe  the  works  of  our  philofophers  with  all  their 
pomp  of  didion  ;  how  niean,  how  contemptible  arc 
they,  compared  with  the  Scripture !  Is  it  poflfible 
that  a  book,  at  once  fb  fimple  and  fublime,  fhould 
be  merely  the  work  of  man?  Is  it  poflible  th^ 
facred  perfbnage,  whofe  hiftory  it  contains,  ftiould 
be  himfelf  a  mere  man  ?  Do  we  find  that  he  aflum- 
ed  the  tone  of  an  enthufiaft  or  ambitious  fcc^ary  ? 
What  fweetnefs,  what  purity  in  his  manners  ?  What 
jm  affcdling  gracefulnefe  in  his  delivery  ?  What  fub-r 
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limity  ia  his  maxims  !  What  profotmd  wii^om  in  fab 
difcourfes !  What  prefence  of  mind^  what  fobtilty^ 
what  truth  in  hid  replies  !  How  great  the  command 
dv«r  his  paffions  !  Where  is  the  man,  where  the  phi- 
lolbpher,  who  could  fo  live,  and  fo  die,  without 
weaknc6,  and  without  oftentation  ?  When  Plato  de* 
fcribed.his  iii[Miginary  good  man  loaded  with  all  the 
ihame  of  guilt,  yet  meriting  the  higheft  rewards  oi 
virtue,  he  defcribes  exaftly  the  chanwfter  of  Jefut 
Oirift ;  the  refemblahce^  was  fe  ftriking,  that  all  the 
fathers  percdved  it.  What  prepofl^fiioh,  what  blind*- 
Bcfs  muil  it  be  to  compare  the  ion  of  Sophronifcus* 
to  the  fon  of  Mary  ?  What  tm  infinite  diiproportioii 
a^ctc  is  between  them  ?  Socrates  dying  without  paid 
or  ignominy,  eafily  fupported  his  charadler  to  the 
lafi ;  and  if  his  death,  howeveip  eafy,  liad  not  crown* 
ed  his  Iife>  it  might  have  been  doubted  whctho:  So*-' 
cmtes,  with  all  his  wifdcwn,  was  any  thing  more  thaA 
a  rain  ibphid.  He  invented,  it  is  faid,  the  theoiy 
pf  morals.  Others,  however,  had  before  put  them  in 
practice ;  he  had  only  to  fyy,  therefore,  what  they 
had  done,  and  to  reduce  thch*  examples  to  precepts. 
Ariftides  had  beea  juft  before  Socrates  defined 
Juftice.; .  Leonidas  had  given  up  his  life  for  his  coun* 
try  before  Socrates  declared  patriotifm  to  be  a  duty  ; 
the  ^artans  were  a  fober  people  before  Socrates  re- 
commended fobriety;  before  he  had  even  defined 

virtue^ 
•  Socrates. 
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virtue,  Greece  abounded  m  virtuous  men,     6ut 
where  could  Jefus  learn,  among  his  competitors,  that 
pure  and  fublime  morality,  of  which  he  only  hath 
given  us  both  precept  and  example.     The  greateft 
wifdom  was  made  known  amidft  the  moft  bigotted 
fanaticifm,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  moft  heroic  vir- 
tues did  honour  to  the  vileft  people  on  earth.     The 
death  of  Socrates,  peaceably  philofophifing  with  his 
friends^  appears  the  moft  agreeable  that  could  be 
wiflied  for ;  that  of  Jefus,  expiring  in  the  midft  of 
agonizing  pains,  abufed,  infulted,  and  accufed  by 
a  whole  nation,  id  the  moft  horrible  that  could  be 
feared.    Socrates,  in  receiving  the^  cup  of  poiibn, 
blefled  indeed  the  weeping  executioner  who  admiT 
Tiiftered  it ;  but  Jefus,  in  the  midft  of  excrutiating 
tortures,  prayed  for  his  mercilefs  tormentors.    Yes, 
if  the  life  and  death  of  Socrates  were  thofe  of  a  lage, 
the  life  and  death  of  Jefiis  are  thofe  of  a  God.    Shall 
we  fuppofe  the  Evangelic  Hiftory  a  mere  fi6tion  ? 
Indeed,  my  friend,  it  bears  not  the  marks  of  fidlion; 
'on  the  contrary,  the  hiftory  of  Socrates,  which  no- 
body prefumes  to  doubt,  is  not  fo  well  attefted  as 
that  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Such  a  fuppofition,  in  fa6t, 
only  (hifts  the  difficulty  without  obviating  it.     It  is 
more  inconceivable,  that  a  number  of  perfons  (hould 
agree  to  write  fuch  a  hiftory,  than  that  one  only 
ihould  fumifli  the  fubjeft  of  it.     The  Jewilh  authors 
were  incapable  of  the  didlion,  and  flxangers  to  the 
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morality  contained  in  the  Gofpel,  the  marks  of  whofe 
truth  are  fo  ftriking  and  inimitable^  that  the  inyentor 
would  be  a  more  aftonilhing  charadler  than  tho 

hero. 

J.  J.  ROUSSEAU*. 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

DEAR  SIR, 

HAVING  for  fome  years  paft  been  a  believer  in 
the  glorious  and  divine  dodlrine  of  the  Refti- 
tution  of  All  Things,  and  my  belief  therein  having 
been  much  ftrengthened  by  receiving  the  ^Dialogues 
and  other  valuable  works  of  the  late  ineftimable  Mr. 
Winchefter ;  it  gave  me  no  fm^ll  fatisfadlion  to  learn 
that  the  fucceflbr  of  that  indefatigable  fervaat  of 
God,  had  announced  for  publication,  ^  The  Univer" 
f  JaliJPs  Mtjcellanyf  hoping  thereby  that  the  benevo- 
lent and  God-like  fcheme  of  univerfal  falvation,  or 
the  final  reftoration  of  all  lapfed  intelligences  would 
become  more  generally  known,  and  confequently 
njore  generally  believed.  It  is,  therefore,  with  encreaf- 
ing  and  heartfelt  pleafure,  that  I  perceive  the  work 
profper  in  your  hands,  and  although  equally  averfe  to 
flattery,  as  to  the  ufe  of  unmeaning  compliment,  I 
,  cannot  avoid  congratulating  you  on  the  happy  occa* 

(*  See  his  Letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  Eng.  Lond. 
1763,  12mo.  p*  63.) 
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fion^  and  adorii^  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  ouf 
commoii  SavicMir  in  m&ng  you  up  for  the  diilemina^ 
tion  of  his  truths  and  the  vindication  of  his  much  in- 
jured and  long  infulted  honor.^  It  is  true,  that  an 
advocate  for  this  bkfled  doctrine,  who  had  never 
hccn  a  dtfei^  of  the  old  fchool^  or  in  other  words 
who  had  never  been  the  flave  of  a  narrow  lyftem, 
and  the  dupe  of  thofe  who  teach  ^^  for  dodtrines  the 
'^  the  commandments  of  men/'  feeling  his  own  Ibul 
expand  with  divine  philanthropy,  and  encircling  all 
his  brethren  of  the  human  race  in  the  arms  of  bro- 
therly love  and  univerfal  benevolence,   diight  be 
ready  to  fuppofe  a  fcheme,  which  has  ^r  its  obje6l 
the  final  emancipation  of  wretched  man  from  fin  and 
all    its  dreadful  and    tremenduous    coQfequence3> 
would  meet  but  with  few  enemies,  and  require  only 
imiverial  Notoriety  to  obtain  univerfal  belief— but 
alas !  even  in  thefe  latter  times,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  as  it  is  called,  the  contrary  is  but  too  evident. 
Prejudice  is  a  lurking  mfidipus  foe,  and  fometimes 
requires  more  than  the  united  forces  of  iScripture, 
of  reafon,  of  found  argument,  and  common  fenie  to 
draw  him  /torn  his  flrpng  hold  in  thp  human  brcafl, 
.  Preju(fice  is  too  fi^quently  an  uncbnquerable  enemy, 
ia  powerful  and  wily  monfler,  and  like  the  N«mean 
lion,  demands  the  exertions  of  an  herculean  arm  to 
*  crufli  him.    I  lately  happened  to  meet  with  irrefifl- 
able  proof  of  the  power  aad  fad  dFe^s  of  prejudice, 
on  an  otherwife  btelligent  and  enlightened  mind — 
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Happening,  a  few  months  ago,  to  be  in  the  company 
of  an  dd.  gentleman  of  the  BaptMl  denominationi 
who  attended  as  a  meflenger  from  his  ehurch  at  the 
BajAift  Aflbciation  in  this  place,  and  obferving  him 
to  1}e  a  pericm  of  pretty  general  information,  very  in- 
tdligerit,  and  one  who  appeared  to  have  the  ultimato 
good  of  his  fellow-oreatures  at  heart ;  I  ventured 
(£uppofiiitg  at  leafi:  it  would  hive  been  good  nature 
«dly  neceivcd)  to  introduce  the  fiibjeA  of  tihe  Uni-» 
vcrfal  Reftoration  ;  but  my  old  friend's  mind  became 
ib  much  initatfid  thraeat,  and  it  ilirred  up  fuch  atl 
unholy  war^  and  nnchnfiian  temper  within  him,  that 
my  own  quiet,  jand  lire  liattnmny  of  the  cooipany 
imperionfly  commanded  me  to  put  a  flop  to  the  al^ 
tercatkm.  But  in  the  courfe  cf  the  fhort  debate,  it 
was'  with  extreme  €oncem>  that  I  heard  my  c^po^ 
nent  vilify  the  g3od  name,  and  traduce  the  chara(5):er 
-of  our  finccredy  lairoented,  and  defervedly  refpe<9:ed 
ftiend,  Mr.  WihchdEter,  I  was  much  ihcckod  at 
4hje'  dilcovery^  that  fy  miicfa  malevolence  eould  tefide 
in  the  brcaft  of  a  venerable  and  profbfied  follower  of 
the  benevolent  friend  of  finners— yet  when  1  rccoL 
Ic^hed  that  the  cdd,gcntleman  wasr»nc  of  thelrigheft 
-order  of  Calvinifts,  and  thaCt  from  his  youth  up  h^e 
had  been  accuikmied  to  view  the  fcheme  of  felvation 
throuj^  the  gloomy  and  contra&cd  medium  of  pre- 
deilinatioo,  and  conlidering,  that  a$  the  jaundiced 
eye  giveii  a  ydlow  hue  to  all  the  obje^s  it  perceives, 
(b  the  defedliyeiyften)!  he  had  embra6ed,^had  dimmed 
Yoii.V,  3C  the 
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the  luftre  of  thi«  intclledlual  eye,  and  harrowed  up 
his  foul  with  the  fearful  looking  for  of  everlafting 
mifery,  and  that  fierce  indignation  which  awaitetb 
on  thofe  who  will  not  pronounce  the  Shibboleth  of  his 
party.  I  muft  confefs,  I  made  many  allowances  for 
the  ill-nature  and  illiberality  I  bad  unhappily  been 
witnefs  to,  and  let  it  all  down  to  the  old  fcore  of 
prejudice;  yet  could  not  help  remarking  that  fo 
mud)  inve6live  and  irrafcibility  of  temper  was  totally 
unneceflary  in  the  defence  of  a  good  caufe.  But 
iyftem-mongers,  as  well  as  fome  other  mongers,  are 
io  friendly  to  the  ancient  order  of  things  as  to  be 
always  inimical  to  what  they  are  pleafed  to  deem  in- 
novation. And  whoever  prefumes  to  oppoie  their 
long  ellabliihed  errors  by  the  introduction  of  a 
fcheme  more  confiftent  with  the  Gofpel  of  that  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  "  who  gave  hinrfelf  a  ranfom  for  all  to 
**  he  teftified  in  due  timey^  is  fure  to  have  his  charac- 
ter calumniated,  to  be  branded  with  the  opprobrious 
name  of  heretic,  and  turned  over  to  Satan  to  be  buf- 
feted. But  although  the  flaves  to  fyflem,  and  ob- 
flinate  advocates  for  human  creeds,  may  be  averfe  to 
free  enquiry,  yet,  as  your  corrcfpondcnt,  who  figns 
himfelf  "  a  Metbodift,"  obferves,  "  thdr  are  certain- 
*^  ly  a  conliderable  number  of  religious  people  at  the 
'*  prefent  day,  that  may  be  faid  to  be  impartial  en- 
"  quirers  after  truth."  From  fuch  then  we  may  rea- 
fonably  hope  and  expecSt  better  things,  and  that  they 
will  not,  like  their  arrogant  brethren,  examine  the 
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glorious  doftrines  in  queftion,  and  its  advocates^  in 
*^  wfath  and  hittemefs^^  and  '^  with  defpttefulnefs  and 
*^  torture^''  but  exercifing  a  Chrift-like  temper,  with 
Gofpel  humility  and  honeft  fimplicity,  examiile  and 
ihmk  for  thmfehes-^^t  may  expedl  that  they  will 
on  all  occalipns,  behave  as  becometh  feafonable  and 
Chriftian  men,  and  profiting  by  the  rational  advice 
of  the  Apoftle— "/>row  all  things^  hut  hold  fafi  that 
which  is  good.** 

1  cannot  avoid  confidering  the  fears  of*  your  well 
meaning  methodift  correfpondent,  re(pe6ling  the 
confequences  of  the  abufe  of  the  dodlrine  of  God^s 
fuperabounding  grace,  as  almofi,  if  not  altogether 
groundlefs,  and  unneceflary,  efpecially  on  taking  a 
view  of  the  mighty  mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  belief 
and  abufe  of  the  contrary  do6lrine — for  has  not  the 
promulgation  of  the  Syftem  of  Terror,  like  the  open- 
ing of  Pandora*s  box,  produced  the  mod  mifchievous 
cfFeils  ?  Has  not  the  belief  of  it  debafed  the  human 
mind  and  character — inftillcd  into  the  heart  of  man 
difhonourable  notions  of  the  Deity,  and  reprefented 
the  all  wife,  all  merciful  Father  of  all,  as  a  moft  un- 
merciful and  fanguinary  tyrant,  delighting  in  the 
everlafting  mifery  of  more  than  ninety-nine  out  oif 
every  hundred  of  their  own  children  ?  And  whom  he 
mull  have  created  for  the  exprefs  ptirpofe  of  mani- 
feiling  His  power  and  glory  in  thoir  eternal  confu* 
fion  and  wretchednefs  ?  But  furfcly,  if  fuch  be  the 
(^arader  of   that  adorable    and    gracious  Being, 

3C2  ''whit 
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^^  who  Jent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the 
"  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  he 
^^favedy^ — \jo  imitate  bis  perfedlions,  and  to  be 
^'  perfeSl  as  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  is  ferfeS^^ 
would  he,  like  the  mighty  deftroyer  of  mankind,  to 
plan,  and  to  commit  murder,  and  to  fpread  havoc 
and  ruin  all  around  us — ^to  imitate  the  perfe6lions  of 
lucb  a  Deity,  and  to  be  affiniilated  with  the  divine 
nature,  would  be  to  facrifice  to  Moloch — \o  emu- 
late the  crimes  of  a  Rohefpierre — ^to  aim  at  univerfal 
de{iru6l:ion — ^to  thirft  for  human  blood,  and  to  caiife 
the  (word  of  the  law  to  fall  on  the  heads  of  thofe 
*  unfortunates  whom  our  own  t3rranny  had  made  ihifer- 
able.  "  But  we  have  riot  ib  learni^d  Chrift,"  and  it 
niay  be  prefumed,  oh  a  view  of  the  fubje6l,  that  the 
maintenance  of  thofe  monftrous  creeds,  and  fangui- 
narylyfteins,  which  have  fo  long  eriflaved  the  Chrif- 
tiari  world,  and  infulted  the  feod  of  love,  has  made 
more  infidels,  and  produced  more  enemies  to  Reve- 
lation, than  all  the  works  of  the  moil  renowned  de- 
iftical  writers  that  ever  lived,  from  the  firfl  who  had 
the  temerity  to  attack  Chriilianity  down  to  that  mo- 
dem champion  of  infidelity,  the  author  of  the  "  Bights 
'ofManr  ^ 

However,  my  good  fir,  lookirig  forward  to  a  ftill 
more  enlightened  period,  when  the  great  image  of 
liuman  error  fball  fall  down,  like  Dagoir,  before  the 
ark  of  truth,  and  when  the  dark  clouds  that  have  io 
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long  obfcured  the  Chriftian  horizon,  fliall  be  dif- 
pellcd  by  the  pure  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  the 
fclefled  God — I  conclude  by  fubfcribing  myfclf^ 

Your'sin  fincerity,  love,  and  truth, 

Bath,  Nov.  la,  179 7# 

*  ■■         '■.    '  .         ...        I  II  .  .  ,f, 

ENGLISH  DUNKERS  SCHEME.  See  page  gg. 

Sir, 

A  few  friends  having  contemplated  the  fimplicity  of 
thofe  perfons  in  America,  called  Dunkers,  who  as 
a  feparate  fociety,  exift  with  little  or  no  commu- 
nication with  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  and 
having  inquired  how  far  a  fimilar  inftitution  might 
be  lawful  and  practicable  in  a  country  like  this,  has 
been  the  occalion  of  the  following  thoughts.  If 
you  think  their  merit  worth  a  place  in  your  Mif- 
cellany,  the  iilfertion  of  them  will  oblige 

An  occasional  Correspondekt. 

A  separation;  from  the  world  is  what  every 
Chriftian  is  called  to,  but  whether  fuch  a  fe 
paration  fhould  comprehend   a  total  feceffion  from 
all  commerce  with  the  world,  is  a  queftion  which 
circumftances,and  fituationmuft  decide. 

When  the  Apoftle  recommends  the  breaking  off 
commerce  with  fornicators,    1  Cor.  v.  9.    He  adds, 

3  C  3  ixk 
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in  verfe  10,  *  Yet  not  altogether  with  the  fornica- 
tors of  this  world,  &c.  for  then  ye  muft  needs  go  out 
of  the  world."  This  was  certainly  proper  advice  to 
the  Church  of  Corinth,  and  may  be  conftrued  as  ge- 
ueral  diredlions  to  Chriftians,  to  continue  in  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  the  Gofpel  finds  them ;  yet  allowing 
thefe  words  their  fulleft  fcope,  there  may  be  reafons 
for  a  more  entire  feparation  from  the  world  than  has 
yet  taken  place,  which,  however,  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted without  the  greateft  caution,  left  the  bands 
of  fociety  become  broken,  and  confufion  and  difcord 
enfue,  inftead  of  that  harmony  and  peace  which  the 
Gofpel  inculcates. 

It  is  allowed  that  every  feparate  Chriftian  fociety 
is  a  fort  of  fedufion  from  the  world,  yet  where  is 
that  is  divefted  of  the  tempers,  maxims, 
'the  world,  fufficient  to  fecure  their  own 
id  the  approbation  of  Him  to  whom  they 
►c  devoted  ?  or,  that  poflefs  brotherly  love 
3  unite  them  as  members  of  the  fame  body, 
ize  with  and  help  each  other  ? 
tion  from  the  world  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe, 
nly  be  lawful,  but  neceflary  :  but  when 
to  take  place  circumftances  muft  decide, 
npt  at  a  feclufion  when  the  heart  feels  at- 
to  the  world,  too  ftrong  for  the  love  of 
eftrain,  would  be  like  oppofing  a  mighty 
r  to  attempt  it  without  being  able  to  retire 
cbarafter,  and  a  clear  confcience,  would 
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be  to  dilgrace  our  profeffion ;  and  to  undertake  it 
without  a  perfedl  freedom  as  to  relative  fituation  and 
connexions,  would  not  only  be  abfurd,  but  wicked ; 
as  iuch  an  attempt  would  be  to  facrificc  real  to  im- 
aginary duty. 

Thus  far  may  fuiEce  as  to  the  pra<5licability  and  pro- 
priety of  a  feparation  from  the  world,  and.  of  the  na- 
tural' impediments  that  lie  in  the  way  of  fuch  an  un- 
dwtaking;  what  remains,  is  to  enquire  by  what 
jneans  we  may  conclude  that  fuch  a  feparation  can 
be  fully  juftified  on  the  ground  of  reafpn  and  reli- 
gion, and  wherein  we  may  hope  for  God's  blefling. 

As  we  cannot  realbnably  hope  for  any  fupematural 
call,  or  information  on  the  fubjeift,  the  bell  criterion, 
I  (hould  imagine,  would  be  a  ftridl  examination  of 
the  motives  that  urge  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  as  well 
as  the  removal  of  all  impediments,  fuch  as  ^  when 
the  mind  being  hurt  by  an  intercourfe  with  the 
world,  which  too  commonly  engrofles  fo  much  of 
our  hearts  as  to  prove  a  bar  to  our  fpirituality,  and 
ufefulnefs,  we  feek  a  greater  devotednefs  to  God, 
and  for  this  purpofe  wifh  to  retire.' 

Or,  when  from  a  contemplation  of  the  wickednefe 
of  thofe  among  whom  we  dwell,  and  a  comparifon 
of  God's  conduct  in  tinges  paft,  we  fear  to  become 
partakers  of  their  fins,  and  the  punifhment  we  cx- 
pe6l  they  will  experience. 

Or,  when  the  ways  of  Providence  feem  to  lead  to 
m  wnd^rteking  of  tbi3  nature,  to  which   we  are 
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ftrongly  urged  at  the  feme  time  by  the  bent  df  otfr 
inclinations;  *a  concnrrcnce  of  circumftances  Kkc 
thcfe,  in  my  judgment,  would  juftify  a  feparation 
from  the  world,  fuch  as  that  which  is  enquired  after  i 
if  the  fociety  could  be  formed  with  the  profpeiQ:  of 
affording  that  mutual  affiftance,  which  individuals 
iland  in  need  of,  and  might  be  tantamount  to  the 
call  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs. 

Although  fome  of  the  impediments  hare  been  points 
ed  out  that  make  againfi  fuch  an  undertaking,  and  th« 
difpofitions  of  the  perfons  neccflary  to  form  fuch  a 
fociety,  the  way  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  per- 
fedlly  clear ;  particularly,  as  many  facrifices  muft  be 
made,  that  will  make  a  f^wation  from  the  world  a 
real  crofs  to  the  flefh  ;  however  jrfeafing  it  may  ap«^ 
pear  in  theory.  For,  by  relinquifhing  the  fociety  of 
the  worid,  *we  have  many  cuftoms  and  habits  to  break 
through^  many  conveniencies  to  part  with,  which  a 
frnall  circle  of  friends  may  be  unable  to  fupply,  tod 
which,  however,  fome  might  be  able  to  bring  tfadr 
minds  to  fubmitto,  might  not  be  an  calfy  laft  to  re- 
concile all  parties  unto,  and  if  the  looks  of  thofe  who 
are  dependant  on  us,  fhould  tacitly  reproach  usfbr 
a  want  of  due  attention  to  their  comfort,  it  might 
prove  a  fource  of  uneafinefs.  A  lifeof  feclufion  from 
the  world,  whatever  comforts  it  might  afford^  calls 
for  a  confiderable  degree  of  labour,  arid  if  that  be  not 
fubmitted  to,  the  fociety  muft  fink  to  monkiih  aufte- 
rity  and  indolence,  which  would  bpen  a  door  for  li- 
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eentioufneis  tinder  the  pretence  of  fan6Hty,  and  thea 
the  grand  objcA  of  Ihc  feparation  w#uld  be  Ipft, 
whkA  ought  to  be  devotednefs  to  (Jod,  by  bearing 
an  open  tefiimDny  to  truths  and  a  zealous  endeavour 
to  do  good  to  mankind^  to  which,  if  I  miftake  not* 
every  feperation  appointed  and  approved  by  God,  has 
evidealJy  tended;  for  the  feparation  of  Abraham  was 
for  too  reafons ;  one,  to  keep  alive  the  knowledge  of 
divine  truth,  which  in  a  more  fitfeafon,  was  to  be 
puhlifhed  abroad  to  the  world,  the  other,  to  manifeft 
the  faithfuinefs  of  Jehovah  to  his  promifes. 

In  like  manner  alfo  the  leclulion  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  was  for  two  fpecial  purpofes.  Firft,  to 
be  mutual  helps  to  each  other  in  their  bell  interefts; 
fecondly,  to  provide  for  their  temporal  wants^  and  to 
fiirnifh  tbe  means  of  dbtaining  an  afylum  in  parts  dis- 
tant fix)m  Judea,  when  the  Jewifh  nation  fliould  be 
fcattered  abroad.  The  acrimony  which  one  fedland 
^arty  bears  to  another,  plainly  indicates  how  little  may 
be  expe<5led  by  thofe  Who  faithfully  bear  wttnefs  to  the 
trtith,  nor  can  true  chriftianity  hope  for  any  counte* 
nance  from  the  Woi4d  ^  thefe,  therefore,  who  feparatc 
themlelves  from  the  world, or  worldly  church,  can  look 
•for  nothing  but  '^fcorn  and  dbloquy ;  and  it  is  na- 
tural to  e!cpe6t,  that  fuch  art  undertaking  as  we  hcite 
"fpeak  of,  would  be  branded  with  the  epithet  of  mad- 
nefs.  Nevertheleft,  if  the  laft  woe  trumpet  has  be- 
gan to  found,  and  our  nation  (nearly  ripe  for  judg- 
fiH^it)^  muft  be  arpai1:aker  of  the  cup  of  indignation, 
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which  feems  ready  to  be  poured  out,  fuch  a  confi* 
deration  ma;^  operate  as  a  motive  for  fuch  a  fepara* 
tion  ;  efpecially  if  the  counfel  of  God  by  the  Prophet, 
Ifaiah  xxvi,  20,  may  be  applicable  to  Chriftians  now. 
And,  as  a  people  muft  be  prepared  to  receive  the 
bridegroom,  fome  fuch  feparation  appears  neceflary, 
as  fuch  a  fociety  would  then  referable  a  city  fet  on 
a  hillj  or  be  in  fome  meafureatypeof  theNew  Jeru- 
falem,  where  light  would  maniffeftly  be  as  in  Goflicnj^ 
while  the  reft  of  the,  land,  like  that  of  Egypt,  would 
be  enveloped  in  darknefs. 


FOLLY  OF  DEISTS, 

ALL  that  Jehovah  doeth  is  well  done:  infinite 
wifdom  laycth  the  plan,  infinite  power  ac- 
complifheth  it,  and  tie  utmoft  perfedlion  muft  be 
the  refult.  We  are  all  willing  to  allow  this  in  the 
works  of  creation.  And  (hall  Chriftians  deny  it  in 
the  works  of  redemption  ?  If  they  will  not  allow  the 
utmoft  perfe6lion  of  the  creature  to  be  the  ultimate 
end  of  redemption,  they  muft  either  deny  it,  or,  they 
muft  fuppofe  redemption  to  be  the  wcwrk  of  chance. 
For  infinite  wifdom  cannot  imperfe6tly  defign  any 
more  than  infinite  power  can  imperfectly  execute. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  reafon  Chriftians  fee  not 
-the  fulnefe  of  redemption,  is,  that  they  do  not  be- 
hold the  varioiis  ages  rifing  in  fucceiEon  above  each 
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other  till  the  grand  jubilee,  which  enclofes  anclcom- 
pleats  the  whole ;  infidels  upon  the  •  fame  ground 
laugh  at  chriftianity.  They  look  at  the  word  of  re- 
vealed truth  in  parts,  and  cannot  comprehend  it ; 
were  they  to  look  at  it  as  a  whole  compofed  of  parts, 
aftonifhed  at  its  beauty  and  glory,  they  would  bow 
(down  to  its  precepts  and  praife  the  Great  Reftorer  of 
mankind.  Inftead  of  which,  examining  all  the  va- 
rious difpenfations,  they  exclaim,  How  ridiculous  was 
the  paradifaical  ftate  ?  Is  it  likely  that  the  benevolent 
creator  could  fo  trifle  with  the  works  of  his  hands? 
Of  what  fervice  was  the  antediluvian  age  a^  repre- 
fented  in  the  Scriptures  ?  Is  it  probable  th^t  the  Su- 
preme Being  would  permit  men  to  live  fufficiently 
long  to  bring  arts,  fciences,  and  agriculture  to  per- 
fe6lion,  and  then  fweep  them  from  the  earth  with  the 
befom  of  deftru(5lion  ?  How  cruel  the  age  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it  when  fire  and  brimftone  is  made  ule  of, 
not  to  chaftife  but  to  deftroy  the  works  of  Jehovah  ? 
How  burthenfome  the  ages  of  types  and  (hadows  under 
the  Mofaicaldifpenfation,  more  probably  the  invention 
of  priefts  to  curb  the  rifing  principles  of  liberty  by 
fuperftition  and  tyranny,  than  the  wife  appointment 
of  a  benevolent  God.  And  as  for  your  prefent  boafted 
Chriftian  difpenfation,  the  worfhip  of  one  God  thro* 
a  crucified  malefador  !  Impofl[ible,  the  thought  is 
blafphemy  againft  the  Majefty  of  Heaven  ?  Poor  un- 
happy, fhort  fighted  unbeliever,  I  pity  you  !  Read 
ggain  thofe  facred  truths  that  you  now  defpife,  and 
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you  will  behold  Jehovah  like  a  wife  parent  fuperin- 
tending  the  education  of  his  children  !  Giving  them 
maxims  of  virtue,  and  by  experience  teaching  them 
the  folly  of  difobedience^  and  leaft  the  dread  of  di- 
vine wrath  (hould  make  the  foul  delpair  inftead  o^ 
preffing  forward  in  wifdom's  path,  the  great  parent 
of  man  has  in  every  age  done  a  fomething  to  con- 
vince his  creatures  that  he  loves  them.  And  at  laft, 
*'  wonder  ye  heavens,  be  thou  aftoniflied  earth !"  He 
has  given  his  only  begotten  Son  to  live  amongft  man- 
kind, that  they  might  behold  a  living  expofition 
of  his  perfedl  word,  and  that  he,  by  his  death,  refur- 
recftion  and  afcenfion,  might  confirm,  before  thou- 
fands  of  witnefles,  thofe  truths  he  taught.  Thou 
poor  doubting  believer,  look  forward  and  on  the  wings 
of  faith  by  fincere  and  adlive  obedience,  prepare  to 
meet  him,  for  he  fhall  come  to  reward  his  firft  bom 
fons  with  the  crown  and  the  priefthood ;  then  (hall 
commence  the  Millenial  age;  when  greater  mani- 
feftations  of  love  (hall  lead  men  to  more  perfect:  obe- 
dience, and  yet  human  nature  ftill  imperfed,  flwdl 
in  many  awful  inftances  tranlgrefs.  The  infidel  would 
defpife  the  thought  of  cutting  off  a  limb  to  examine 
if  it  was  ufeful  and  beautiful ;  No !  he  would  fay  give 
me  the  head,  the  arms,  the  legs,  the  body,  Jet  me  fee 
the  proportion  of  each  member,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
whole  when  conne<5led  together:  would  he  reafon 
in  the  fame  manner  upon  the  ceconomy  of  falvation  ; 
he  would  be  delighted  to  find  that  when  the  benevo- 
lence 
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ience  oif  Deity  had  exerted  himfelf  to  make  his  crea- 
tures happy  in  every  Way  poflible^  confiftent  with 
the  freedom  of  the  will,  that  at  laft  he  will  wind  up 
the  whole  oecoilomy  of  falvation,  with  the  age  of 
jildgrtierit,  when  his  mighty  pbwer  ihall  be  Exerted, 
to  humble  the  jpride  of  his  rebellious  works,  that 
they,  like  the  prodigal,  may  fall  down  before  him, 
and  corifefs  "  Father,  we  have  finned,  and  are  not 
*^  worthy  to  be  called  thy  children.^'  Then  fhall  the 
trump  of  jubilee  be  founded,  and  tears  wiped  from 
every  eye. 

The  curfe  throughout  the  whole  creation  ceafe. 
And  all  be  righteoufnefs,  and  joy  and  peace. 


LETTER.  ; 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Vniverfalijfs  Mifcellany. 

SIR, 

T  AM  forry  to  hear  from  our  friend,  who  ftileS 
^  himfelf  a  Methodift,  tha:t  fome  who  have  em- 
braced the  tiTnlverikl  'Syftem,  are  no  ornatnetits  to 
the  Gofpel  of  Jeliis  Ghrift.  But  this  is  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  if  we  confider  When  Mr.  Winchefter 
came  to  London,  his  fentimfents  on  the  Reftoration 
were  entirely  a  neW  thing,  and  of  courfe  curiofity 
drew  fome  of  every  perfuafion  to  hear  hini.  It  \i 
ho  wonder  that  thofe  Who  like  knowledge  better  than 
^radlice,  fhould  fay  anfd  do  not.  But  no  fincere 
'CHriftian  who  hath  c^fpoufed  this  fyftem-9S  a  truth, 
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vjtII  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  love  God  lefs,  becaufe  they 
have  difcovered  him  to  be  better  than  they  former- 
ly apprehended  he  was.  I  had  a  methodift  preacher 
in  my  houfe  the  other  day,  and  in  the  courfe  of  our 
converfetion  he  gave  me  this  friendly  caution  :  Sir, 
(fays  he)  make  fure  of  Heaven  here,  and  not  truft 
to  a  Reftoration  hereafter.  I  thanked  him  for  his 
caution,  but  told  him  he  might  be  fure  I  Ihould  not 
put  my  hand  in  the  fire  and  bum  it  off,  becaufe  I 
knew  there  was  a  phyfician  in  London  able  to  reftore 
me  to  health  again.  His  countenance  immediately 
changed,  and  he  faid  not  another  word  on  the  fub- 
jedl.  I  fuppofe  he  was  ftruck  with  the  abfurd  fup- 
pofition  of  our  trufting  to  a  future  reftoration. 

I  have  wrote  a  few  thoughts  on  feveral  pafiages  of 
Scripture,  I  fhall  fend  them  for  your  infpe6lion,  if 
they  meet  your  approbation,  you  may  infert  them  in 
your  excellent  Magazine.  I  call  it  excellent^  bc- 
cauie  it  excells  all  others  in  this,  it  being  the  only 
one,  open  to  free  inveftigation.  Not  becaufe  other 
jnen  are  averfe  to  free  enquiry,  but  becaufe  they 
cannot  defend  their  own  hypothefis.  Xhis  is  the 
reafon  why  we  hear  fo  many  rebuke  other  men's 
fentiments  in  the  pulpit,  but  dare  not  commit  theni 
to  the  pre6,  for  fear  of  a  defeat.  And  this  may  be 
called  prudence  with  fome  who  profefe  what  they 
fzannot  defend,  but  he  who  is  willing  to  embrace 
truth  where  ever  he  finds  it,  is  riot  biafled  by  party, 
tut  lays  open  to  convidion,  and  never. reprobates 
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what  he  is  not '  able  to  refute.  And'  of  all  the  quef- 
tions  that  ever  came  under  confideration,  this  furely 
one  of  the  greateft  importance,  to  know  whether  all 
the  rsrtional  creatures  God  ever  m^de  will  be  finally 
happy,  or  the  greateft  part  finally  miferable.  And  as 
man*s  higheft  intereft/as"well  as  God's  cflfential  wif- 
dom,  powear,  and  goodnefs,  are  involved  in  it,  I 
^hink  every  ferious  Chriftian  ought  to  confider  it 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  attention,  in  order  to 
juftijfy  the  .ways  of  God  with  man.  And  as  the 
Univerlal  Mifcellany  is  a  vehicle  through  which  men 
may  refolve  their  doubts,  having  engaged  itfelf  to 
anfwer  all  ferious  objedlions,  I  hope  thofe  who  have 
any  more  fuch  objedlions  to  oflTer  will  produce  them, 
that  we  may  know  whether  it  can  be  overthrown  or 
not.  If  it  be  not  the  truth,^  the  fooner  it  falls  the 
better ;  but  if  it  h^  found  valid  and  unanfwerable,  I 
hope  no  fober  Chriftian  will  deny  it.  If  the  Calvir 
hifts  have  any  more  obje6iions  to  offer,  let  them 
produce  them.  If  thfey  caq  defeat  the  Reftoration, 
thdy  have  free  liberty  ;  but  iC- they  cannot,  I  hop^, 
at'Ieaft,  they  will  no  longer  deny  it;  for  to  deny  a 
Ipsopofition  they  cannot  refute,  is  Ho  lefsthan  knowr 
•ix^ly  maintaining  a  faliebood,  and  too  much  irefei:^^ 
'  blcs  the  wbrft  hypofcrify. 

If  folid  truth,  tho*  unadorn'd,  prefide, 
And  own  our  tenets ;  let  the  world  deride.  . 
If  (he  approve,  whilft  fnarling  cynics  lage,  ^ 
And  pour  their  vcnona'd  fpl^n  cttt  ovonjft  page  7 
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With  mttchkfs  fbrce  (he  pours  her  truth  around^ 
Whilft  fophifts  hear>  and  tremble  «t  the  found ; 
Her  torch  (be  fires,  which  bright  with  heav'nljr  lights 
Shews  all  the  various  fchemes  of  wrong  and  right. 
And  points  that  center,  where  all  jars  unites 
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jfn/iver  to  QUERIES  m  JOHiT  I. 

See  page  AQ6. 
$rtt. 

An  anfwer  being  requefted  to  the  Queries  on  the  firft 
of  John,  &c.  in  a  late  Mifcellaiiy ;  I  beg  leave  to 
fubniit  the  following  to  the  candid  conlideration 
of  your  Readers. 

IT  will  be  proper  beforeI^nt^intoaii«idaimtion  of 
^  tn  the  beginning  was  the  word,  and  thie  word"was 
<jlod/  &c.  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  jpalfegfc  in 
queftion,  to  lay  down  the  Apoftle  Batd*s  rule  as  the 
grtmnA  of  my  enquiry.  1  Cor.  viii.  4, 6,  6..  \  Thrrcisf 
•none  other  God  but  ofie^  for  thou^  there  be  that  aie 
csQlekl  god»  in  beaven^  and  gods  iri  earth,  /as  theie 
-be  gods  masiy  ;and.Iopds  many)  but  to  t^s  iheiseid  bat 
-one  Gbdj  fbe  Pttthei-,  <Jf  Whom  at«:all  tilings^  jmd 
^e  1*1  him ;  and  one  Lerd^  JeAs  Cbrift,  by  {or  thro?) 
whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  (or  thro*)  him*!  '^dBr> 
if  the  Apoftle  is  right, ,  and  the  applying  pflh^  moxA 
Godf  even  to.  a  cr^iore.  is  pot  improper,  there  is  no- 
thing in  theivorditfelftD  prove  tlje  nature  ^any 
being,  aci4  it.  qtuft^be  merely  a  rehrtive  term. 

That 
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That  Chrift  and  the  Apoftle  were  of;  the  fame 
mind,  will  appear  from  John  x.  34,  in  the  anfwer 
which  Chrift  gave  to  the  Jews,  when  they  accufed 
him  pf  blafpemy,  ^  Is  it  not  written  in  your  law,  I  fay 
ye  are  Gods.^  Seeing  then  that  the  word  God  by  its 
frequent  application  to  them,  who  by  nature  are 
no  gods,  cannot  prove  the  nature  of  any  being,  but  is 
a  relative  term,  I  will  next  enquire  what  it  does 
mean  : — Grod  by  his  angel  peculiarly  ftiles.  himfelfj» 
the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob.  He  that 
rules  over,  or  difpofes  of  both  them,  and  their  con- 
cerns. God  fays  to  Mofes,  I  have  made  thee  a  god 
unto  Pharaoh.  Judges  are  called  gods ;  Angels  are 
called  gods,  and  fo  is  Jefus  Chrift.  If  is  applied  to 
Satan,  to  gold,  and  to  the  belly.  From  a  confidera- 
tion  of  theie  things,  we  (hall  not  need  much  learning, 
to  know  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  God.  It  fig- 
-nifies  to  poflefs  a  ruling  power,  to  have  dominion, 
iiovf  let  us  take  this  idea,  to  the  firft  chapter  of  John, 
where  it  is  faid,  *  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.* 
Obferve  the  particular  diftindipn  made,  between  the 
Go^,  with  whom  the  Word  was,  and  the  Word  himfelf. 
The  Apoftle  fays,  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with,  Tau  Theos^  the  God,  or  the  fu- 
preme  ruler  :  and  the  Word  was,  Thecs,  a  god,  or  ru- 
ler, one  that  had  dominion  under  God.  Here  are 
two  beings  diftindlly  fpoken  of,  one  faid  to  be  with 
the  other,  in  the  beginning,  and  each  called  God; 

Vol.  I.  3D  thougk 
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though  with  the  diftin^lion  beforementioned  in  the 
original :  which  muft  certainly  be  intended  to  keep 
tis  from  the  error  of  having  more  Gods  than  one,  for 
the  Apoflle  has  admitted  that  there  ar^  gods  many ; 
(an4  rn-this  place  the  title  is  applied  to  two  beings) 
Wt  to  us  Chriftians  he  fays,  there  is  but  one  God,  the 
Fathcn  And  Chrift  fays  there  is  'none  other  Gk>d 
but  one ;  and  that  the  Father,  to  whom  he  prayed, 
was  the  only  true  God.  From  thefe  confiderations, 
it  is  clear  and  plain  to  me,  that  Chrift  cannot  be 
God  in  iki^Jamefenfe^  as  he  who  is  called  hk  Grod, 
and  the  only  true  God :  but  in  a  fubordinate  cbarac^ 
ter,  and  by  the  Father  s  appointment.  The  next  en-' 
quiry  is,  ^  What  are  we  to  underftand  by  that  ohje£t^ 
being  J  or  things  prefented  to  our  view  by  the  pronoun 
him  ?  Can  any  thing  left  (it  is  alked)  than  proper 
Deity  be  afcribed  to  him  ?  feeing  he  mad^  all  things.; 
yet  the  querift  obferves,  ^  It  is  clear  he  is  diJlinS  fix)m 
him  who  is  the  Father ;  becaufe  he  is  faid  to  be  with 
him^  i.  e.  with  God,  whom  wq  call  the  Father/  Now, 
I  think,  be  has  involved  himfclf  in  a  difficulty  infur- 
mountable  by  the  acknowledgment  he  makes,  that 
the  Word  is  a  di/Hn6l  being  from  the  Father,  with 
whom  he  is  faid  to  be,  in  the  beginning.  For  if  he 
is  a  diSin6l  being  from  God,  and  nothing  lels  than 
proper  Deity  can  be  afqribed  to  him,  then  there  muft 
to  a  certainty  be,  two  felf-exlftent  independent  Ggds, 
But  this  is  an  exprefs  contradi6lion  to  what  our  Lord 
himfelf  hath  taught,  when  he  f?iys,  ^  The  firft  com- 
t  mapdment 
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mandment  is,  Hear^  O  Ifrael !  the  Lord  thy  God  is 
one  Lord* 

I  will  now  ehquire  whether  it  is  neceflary  to  alcribe 
f  toper  Deity  to  the  bleflfed  Jefus,  becaiife  it  is  faid. 
He  made  all  things.   Firlt,  then>.  the  fcripture  is  clear, 
that  (yod  is  the  Creator  of  all,  and  alfb  that  ChriA 
created  all  things  j  but  the  Apoftle  clears  up  the  dif- 
ficulty, by  fhewing  in  what  manner  they  hoth  are 
Creators.     God  created  all  things  ly  Jefus  Chrijtj 
whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  and  all 
things  are  of  God^  and  hy  or  through  Jefus  Chrifi  \ 
who  does  every  thing  by  the  powei*  of  his  Father,  as 
he  himfelf  declares.    Of  my  ownfelf  I  can  do  nothing. 
Now,  before  it  can  be  proved  that  proper  Deity  and 
equality  with  the  Father  feelDng to  Chrift;  from  cre- 
ation being  afcribed  to  him  ;  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
bring  fome  pafTages  where  it  is  afcribed  to  him  in  the 
fame  Jenje  as  it  is  to  the  Father ;  as  for  example,  that 
all  things  are  of  Chrifi^  and,  hy  the  Father.     That 
Chrtfi  has  created  all  things  ly  the  Father^  and  ap- 
pointed Him  heir  of  all  things.     Till  then,  I  muft 
believe  there  is  fome  diftin6lion  meant  to  be  con- 
veyed in  thofe  words,  and  that  Chrift  is  not  equal 
with  the  Father.     What  is  faid  of  building  the  tem- 
ple may  tend  to  illuftrate  this  fubjecSl,  for  we  find 
the  building  of  the  temple  afcribed  to  Solomon, 
1  Kings  vi.  14.  2  Chron.  chap.  iii.  and  iv.  where  he 
is  faid  in  particular  to  have  made  a  molten  fea  :  and 
this  fame  work  is  afcribed  to  Hiram,  1  Kings  vii.  14. 
3D2  He 
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He  came  to  Solomon  and  did  all  his  work,  and  among 
other  things  he  made  a  molten  fea.  Now  no  man  in 
bis  fenfes  will  infer,  becaufe  the  fame  work  is  afcribed 
to  both,  that  it  proves  an  equality y  nor  can  they  with 
greater  propriety  infer,  that  Jefus  is  equa.1  to  the  Fa- 
ther>  becaufe  the  fame  work  is  afcribed  to  both  :  for 
God  hath  declared  that  he  is  a  jufl:  God,  and  a  Sa- 
viour, and  there  is  none  belide  him.  Yet  this  docs 
not  preclude  Jefus  from  being  a  God,  or  a  Saviour, 
any  more  than  it  does  from  being  God,  when  he  him- 
felf  fays  there  is  none  good  but  onCy  that  is  God.  For 
Chrift  is  a  Saviour.  God  hath  fent  bis  Son  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  Men  are  called  Saviours,  and 
Chrift  and  men  are  called  Gods^  and  good  ;  but  they 
are  neither  Saviours,  Gods,  or  good,  in  the  fame 
fenje  as  he  who  made  them  fo :  but  inftruments  in. 
his  hands,  deriving  all  their  power,  wifdom,  good- 
i)ef8,  &c.  from  him,  who  is  independently  dX\AeJfentiallyy 
Deity.  As  well  might  they  attempt  to  prove  the 
Deity  of  Chrift,  from  judgment  being  afcribed  to 
him,  feeing  it  is  as  much  an  a6l  of  Deity,  as  creation  : 
and  it  is  faid,  we  jnuft  all  ftand  before  the  judgment 
feat  of  Chrift,  and  that  God  is  the  Judge  of  alL 
The  fame  account  is  given  by  the  Apoftles,  how 
God  and*  Chrift  are  the  Judges  of  all,  as  is  given  of 
their  both  having  creation  afcribed  to  them.  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  He  will  judge  the 
world,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained,  even 
^fefus,  and  be  hath  given  all  judgment  to  the  Son, 
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with  power  to  execute  it  alfo,  (not  becaufe  he  is  Deity, 
No !)  but  becaufe  he  is  theSon  of  Man. 

I  fliall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  what  wc  ate  to  un- 
dprftand  by  that  Being  prefcnted  to  us  underlie  pro- 
noun Wm^  who,  I  agree  with  the  querift,  exifted  be- 
fore he  was  made  fiefli,  m  rather  took  flefli  on  him  ; 
a3  it  is  faid,  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me;  and  hope 
to  prove  from  the  feripture,  that  he  might  have  been 
with  the  Father,  and  had  a  glory  with  him  before  the 
world  was,  and  not  be  Deity.  It  is  moft  clear  he 
did  pi«-exift,  for  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  he  is 
before  all  things,  and  that  God  hath  fpoken  to  us  by 
his  Son  (not  in  human  nature  only,  but  by  that  Son) 
by  whom  he  made  the  world ;  by  that  Son  who  had 
a  glory  with  him  before  the  world  was  ;  and  whom, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  he  fent  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  He  is  faid  to  be  the  firft-born  (not  of  the 
new  creation  only)  but  of  every  creature ;  the  begin- 
ning of  the  creation  of  God.  For  as  God  does  every 
thing  by  agency,  fo  Jefus  was  the  agent  by  whom  he 
created  the  world,  and  he  has  this  peculiar  honour 
over  all  other  beings,  in  that  he  is  the  immediate 
produ(9:ion  of  the  power  of  God  ;  and  therefore  callr 
ed  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  while  all  others  arc 
created  by  him,  as  the  agent  in  the  hand  of  God. 
So  that  as  Gk)d  is  the  head  of  Chrift,  he  is  the  head 
of  man.  He  is  the  agent  by  whom  God  mani^fts 
himfelf  to  the  children  of  men,  in  judgment  or  in 
mercy,  by  whom  falvation*.  is  brought  to  a  guilty 
world,  by  whom  all  will  be  Judged,  the  righteous  ^ 
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rewarded^  and  the  wicked  puniihed ;  and  fey  whdtir/ 
finally,    all    the  creatures  of  God  will  be.  recon- 
ciled and  reftorcd.     Thus  w^  fee,  that  as  all  things 
arc  of  ^od,  fo  they  am  all  through  Jefus  Chri(t^  as 
the  agent  in  the  hand  of  God.     That  he  fhay  ac* 
complifh  all  thefe  things,  the  Father  hath  treafurfed 
up  in  him,  all  the  treafures  of  wifdora  and  know- 
ledge, with  all  the  power  neceflary  to  accomplifli  the 
great  work  to  which  he  is  appointed.     This^the  blef* 
fed  Jefus  acknowledges,  when  he  fays.  The  Father 
loveth  the  Son  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  bandsy 
and  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 
'    The  querift  fays,  ^  In  his  judgment,  He  who  is 
^  called  the  Word,  is  the  real  and  proper  Son  of  God, 
'  and  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  before*  he  took 
^  flefh.^  How  this  would  prove  him  to  be  equal  to  the 
Father  I  cannot  fee ;  becaufc  he  that  begat,  mull  be 
before  him  that  is  begotten  :  and  at  leaft,  muft  have 
a  property,  which  the  Son  hath  not,  viz.  that  of  be-^ 
getting.     It  is  faid  by  fome,  that  he  was  begotten 
from  all  eternity ;  but  a  begotten  being  muft  have 
had  a  beginning,  and  he  that  begat,  muft  have  ex- 
ifted  before  he  begat  a  fon.     And  there  muft  liavc 
been  a  time,  though  it  were  but  a  moment,  when 
the  Son  did  not  exift  ;  but  if  this  kind  of  reafoning 
were  admitted,  we  need  only  go  a  little  farther  back, 
to  prove  that  the  Deity  had  a  beginning.   Again,  the 
Father  hath  the  property  of  felf  exiftence,  which  the 
Son  hath  not ;  and  as  it  would  be  nonfenfe  to  fey, 
one  ladder  is  equal  in  height  to  another,  all  but  one 

ftep. 
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ftep,  fo  it  would  be  abfurd  to  lay,  the  Son  is  equal 
to  the  Father>  all  but  this  or  that.  It  is  faid  by  fome, 
he  muft  be  of  the  fame  nature  of  his  Father,  even  as 
the  fon  of  a  man  is  of  his  nature ;  but  here  are  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  this  insurmountable.  For  the 
Father's  properties  arife  out  of  his  nature.  Is  he  felf- 
cxillent,  or  unoriginate  ?  It  is  his  nature.  Is  he  in- 
finite in  wifiiom,  power,  and  goodnefs  ?  It  is  his  na- 
ture, and  were  he  deficient  in  one  of  thcfe,  he  muft 
ccafe  to  be  Deity ;  but  we  find  Jefus  a  derived,  a  de-» 
pendent  being:  circumfcribed  in  his  power,  and 
alfo  in  his  knowledge.  Of  my  own  felf,  fays  Chrift, 
I  can  do  nothing.  Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth 
no  man,  no,  not  the  Son,  nor  the  angels,  but  my 
Father  only.  The  times  and  the,  feafons  the  Father 
hath  put  in  his  own  power.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  it  is 
his  human  nature  only  ;  becaufe,  if  that  mode  of  rea- 
foning  is  admitted,  I  may  fay,  Jefus  Chrift  did  not 
die,  did  not  rife  again,  nor  afcended  up  on  high, 
becaufe  we  know  his  divine  nature,  if  he  were  Deity 
is  not  capable  of  fuch  things.  I  only  need  a  refer ve, 
fimil^r  to  what  they  fay  Chrift  had,  viz.  that  I  mean 
bis  divine  nature  only,  and  then  I  am  truly  orthodox, 
though  nobody  would  underftand  me.  But  if  Jefus 
was.  fe  very  cautious  of  making  known  his  divinity, 
it  is  a  proof  that  he  did  not  intend  it  to-  be  known, 
and  of  courie,  is  not  an  objedl  of  our  faith.  So  that 
the  Unitarian  believes  all  that  is  neceflary,  or  requir- 
ed ;  while  his  opponents  are  perplexing  themfelves 
with  being  wife  above  what  is  written. 

The 
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The  querlft  fays,  ^  That  there  is  a  plurality,  in  the 
^  Godhead,    is   evident ;    and  founds  his   evidence 

*  on  the  word  EloUm*  which  word,  by  examining 
the  Scripture,  will  plainly  appear  to  be  a  relative 
name ;  and  is  frequently  applied  to  perfbns  where^ 
if  it  were  read  tranf-plural,  would  make  the  ranked: 
nonfenfe.  As  for  example,  God  fays  to  Mofes,  ^  I 
^  will  make  thee  Elohim  to  Pharoah/  He  did  not 
mean  he  would  make  him  a  plurality  qf  beings  to 
Pharoah ;  but  that  he  would  give  him  power  over, 
or  make  him  as  a  God  to  him.  Elohim^  fignifies  in 
general,  the  fame  as  Theos  in  the  Greek ;  but  if 
they  will  have  it  tranflated  plural,  try  how  it  will  do 
in  Pfalm  xlv.  6,  7>  where  the  Father  is  fpeaking  tq 
the  Son.  '  Thy  throne  O  Elohim  !  (Gods)  is  for 
^  ever  and  ever :  thou  haft  loved  righteoufncfe  and 
'  hated  iniquity,  therefore  Elohim  (Gods)  thy  God 

*  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  abovo 
f  thy  fellows.*  Now,  if  this  be  a  proper  tranflation  of 
the  word  Elohim  (without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whom  they  call  Elohim  alfo)  there  muft 
he  four  Gods  at  leaft :  for  if  the  Son  is  Gods  and  the 
Father  Gods,  there  muft  at  leaft  be  two  in  each,  if 
no  more.  Thus  if  this  word  could  be  proved  to  be 
plural,  by  proving  too  much,  it  would  prove  nothing 
in  favour  of  the  Trinity.     It  is  alfo  enquired,  ^  What 

*  muft  we  uriderftand  by  fuch  fentences  as  thefe^ 
^  Let  us  make  man,  &c.*  I  fay  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
believe  a  plurality  in  the  Deity  to  underftand  them  : 
for  admitting  the  Deity  to  be  fpeaking  to  his  Son,  or 

to 
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to  angels,  it  does  not  prove  their  equality y  unlefs  it  is 
impoflible  for  Deity  to  fpcak  to  any  but  himfclf,  or 
his  equal.  Bdide,  thefe  expreffions  are  frequently 
ufed  in  Scripture  by  one  linglc  individual,  wheu 
Ipeaking  to  one,  or  more,  about  any  thing  they  are 
mutually  concerned  about  or  engaged  in.  Im  rcfpc6k 
to  the  words  perfonality  or  perfonalities,  I  Ihall  not 
contend  about  them,  though  I  think  it  teft  at  all 
times  to  hold  fall  the  form  of  found  words,  and  find 
my felf  perfectly  fatisfied  in  knowing  there  is  one  God^ 

'  and,  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
thrift  Jefus,  And  that  under  Jefus  the  Father  hath 
put  all  things,  but  when  it  is  faid  all  things  are  put 
^nder  him.  He  is  excepcd  who  did  put  all  things  un* 
der  him.    And  when  he  (hall  have  fubdued  all  thing$ 

jto  himfelf,  then  (hall  he  give  up  the  kingdom,  and 
the  Son  himfelf  fhall  be  fubjeA  to  Him  who  did  put 
,all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

I  will  conclude  with  the  fentiment  of  him  I  anj 
replying  to,  that  I  fubmit  what  I  have  written  to 
them  who  may  read  it,  to  make  fuch  remarks  and 
improvements  they  may  fee  proper :  and  pray  God 
that  we  may  be  able  to  difcufs  this,  and  every  other 
doctrine  with  candor,  forbearance,  and  love;  then 
how  widely  foever  we  may  differ,  we  fhall  not  fait 
out  by  the  way,  but  proving  all  things,  and  holding 
faft  that  which  is  good,  we  fhall  be  able  to  feparate 
the  chaff  from  the  pure  grain,  and  fo  rejoice  exceed- 
ingly in  the  truth,  which  is  the  fincere  defire  of 

S.  THOMPSON. 
Vol..  I.  .  3  E 
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u]siversalist:s 
new  psalm  and  hymn  book. 

\Ji^'  WINCHESTER'S  Hymn  Book  has  been 
tVl  out  of  print  two  years.  The  excellency  of 
tnat  book  confided  chiefly  in  the  fubjecSls  it  contain- 
ed, on  the  Millenium  and  Reftoration,  and  in  the 
general  Icntiments  of  the  Hymns  being  Scriptural. 
We  thought  of  re-publi(hing  it ;  but  the  following 
confideratipns  made  us  defift, 

I.  Mn  Winchefter's  book  has  been  publillied 
/only  about  Jive  years,  but  by  law  no.  publication 
may  be  re-publiihed  within  fourteen  years,  except  by 
the  author ;  unlefs  leave  be  obtained  from  him.  We 
therefore,  hefitated  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  our 
proceeding ;  not  that  we  had  fears  with  refpecSl:  to 

-Mr.  W^  but  we  knew  the  influence  he  was  under. 
And  though  the  dear  refpe6led  man  is  now  dead ; 
yet,  his  wife  is  living. 

II.  Many  of  our  mpft  judicious  friends  thought 
that  the  poetry  of  Mr.  Winchefter's  book  was  often 
below  mediocrity,  and  they  frequently  fuggefted  that 
SL/ek£iion  fromhisy  and  fome  other  Hjnnn  books,  would 
l)e  better  than  to  reprint  the  old  one  entirely  ;  even 
if  we  had  frc«  authority  fo  to  do. 

III.  We  have  long  thought  that  Chriftians  would 
receive  more  rnfiruSion,  and  praife  God  with  more 
acceptance,  in  ufing  holy  David's  Pfalms,  than  m 
ufing  any  meer  human  compofition  whatever.  Our 
Lord,  and  his  Apoftles  alfo,  often  referred  to  the 
Pfalms  as  containing  things  concerning  his  peifon, 
fufferings,  and  the  following  glory  of  his  kingdom.  It 
will  probably'  hb  faid  that  we  niighthave  ufed  Dr. 
Watt's  Plalms,  which  for  piety  and  ppctry^  are  not  to 
be  exceeded.  We  give  the  worthy  Do6lor,his  full  cre- 
dit in  both  thefe  refpefts.  But  as  much  as  wei  ho- 
nour hi€  memory,  we  can  but  think  he  doth  not  enter 
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folly  into  the  feelings  of  the  Bedeemer^s  mind  in  his 
Sufferings y  nor  into  lSic  gJories  of  the  MtUennmy  much 
lefs  doui  he  look  forward  to  the  times  of  the  Rejto^ation 
•fall  Things.  In  the  prefent  book  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed theremre  to  exhibit  thefe  great  things.  As  for 
the  poetry,  pr^any  of  pur  readers  will  be  competent 
to  judge  of  that,  who  are  not  competent  to  judge, 
whether  the  true  feofe  of  the  original  be  exprefled. 
It  is  our  opinion  that  the  Pfalms  may  be  of  great  ier- 
vice,  to  that  part  of  the  church  o(  God>  elpeci^Uy, 
which  believes  the  Univerfal  Dodrine. 

As  for  the  Hymns,  they  are  chiefly  a  fcle6tion, 
And  moilly  from  Mn  Wincheiler's  book,  though 
there  are  many  from  others,  whofe  names  are  men- 
tioned. A  few  will  be  foui\d  without  a  name,  the 
writer  of  the  Pfalms  is  accountable  for  them. 

It  is  not  expefl:ed  that  all  our  friends  wilh  be 
equally  pleafed  .with  the  prefent  book,  but  we  hope 
there  is  nothing  in  it  tbatdefervea  the  fcrious  dif^ 
pleafure  of  any  of^hem.  We  infert  the  following 
as  a  ipecimen  of  the  Pfalms: 

^.  PSALM  XIL 

I.    TEHOVAB  now  falvation/enA 
J  ;For  all  :thy  ancient  faints  are^gope ; 
Few  are  th'  qpright,  whofe  hopes  (lep^ad  . 

On  thy  redeeqjing  grace  alone :  /  :         .     . 
Falfe  flattery  with  deceitful  tongue. 

O'er  all  thy  Chriftian  church  prevails  ; 
To  fyftem  tunes  her  artful  fong, 
And  ev'ry  Gofpel  truth  ailails. 

Qp  Thou  wilt  the  tongue  deceitful  flay. 
Who,  with  its  aitfuli  boafting  word, 
Saith,  •'  We  o'ercome  and. lead  away, 

'*  Our  own  we  are,  and  know  no  Lord." 
Becaufe  of  human  tyranny. 

And  direful  groans  of  thofe  brought  down, 
^«  I  will  arife,"  my  God  Ihall  fay, 
♦<  And  man  fhall  my  f^lvation  Qwn.*' 

3,  Jehovah 
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3*  Jehovah  thy  commands  are  pure, 

Frojpi  error's  filthy  drofs  made  free  ; 
Guarded  by  Thee,  they  fliall  endure, 

And  to  the  age  preferved  be : 
But  till  that  glorious  time  commence. 

The  wicked  fpread  their  power  around ; 
And  while  they  break  Rclinon^s  fence, 

In  wealth  and  pomp,  and  pow'r  abound. 

PSALM    CL, 

1  TpfRAlSE  the  Lord,  the  Saviour  praife, 
'         JT     High  on  his  exalted  throne, 
Let  the  Heav'ns  his  triumph  raife. 

Make  his  pow'r  and  glory  known. 
Praife  him  for  his  viftory, 

Praife  him  with  the  trumpets  found, 
Praife  him  in  full  haimony. 
Spread  his  glory  wide  around. 

3  5v'ry  breath  the  fong  fliall  fwell. 

All  fliall  the  glad  concert  join. 
Thro'  the  heav'ns,  the  earth,  and  helJ, 

All  fliall  raife  the  fong  divine. 
Ev'ry  where  his  praife  be  heard. 

All  fliall  his  falvation  prove. 
All  obey  and  know  the  Lord, 

Glor'ing  in  redeeming  love. 

.»'  rr   "    ,  I ^       ■!■',"  ■  '         '■',,'■■'  ■■■      ■■■■'  ■!       "  ■■  ■■• 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  friend,  W.  F.  (hall  have  the  topographical  errors,  In  his  querieft 
^n  John  i.  correfted  in  our  Errata  at  the  end  of  the  year.  His  thoughts 
on  I  Pet.  iii.  xS— so.  (hall  be  inferted  as  foon  as  convenient. 

Our  Correfpondent  from  Birmingham,  is  miftaken  in  fuppoiing  that 
wc  deny  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land.  The  quettions  propof'- 
«d  by  Curiofb,  page  i6o,  do  not  carry  a  negative,  neceUarily,  in  them. 
As  none  of  our  Correfpondents  have  attended  to  thofe  queftions,  perhaps, 
Curiofo  himfelf  will  favour  us  with  fome  thoughts  upon  them. 

A  Correfpondent  from  Brighthelmftone;  has  alked.  What  is  the  Scrip- 
ture account  of  Ele^ion,  and  what  conne£lion  has  the  Dofhine  of  Eledioft 
with  the  Univerfal  Reftoration  ?  We  would  thank  any  of  our  frienda  foe- 
their  tho\ights  on  this  queftion. 

A  Conftdht  Readir%  complnins  that  many  things  in  our  Mifcellany  are 
Ht  only  to  pleaie  childnn.  We  anfwcr,  that  we  would  not  willingly  givt 
offence  to  the  mAnfy  part  of  our'readers,  but  we  are  really  glad  that  tbopr 
is  any  thin^  in  our  work  to  afford  rational  pleafure  to  youth.  Thus  far 
our  dedgn  is  anfwered.    See  our  ^vertifement  on  the  cover  of  MKceilany. 

Kfm^de  nddit^  thanks  us  for  our  advice  to  Wvvti  5  fer poetry  m  our 
loft ;  and  jrequcAs,  nay»  almoft  ditnands^  that  we  would  give  advice  to 
A^amU.^  We  mean  to  follow  her  counfel,  in  fome  future  Number  5  and 
ftattcr  ourfelreff,  ikftt  b<^  ttuibaads  aid  Wvtth  YiU  bf  kn^tid^j  our 
adHee, 
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jin  I   -ii  'III    >i  ii"-   I'm  ir  I      I  -n  ' '    1  r  ; 

DEITY  OF  CHRIST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UmverfaltJF s  Mifcellany. 
Sir, 
T  was  with  fome  concern  that  I  faw  a  long  letter 


I 


in  yoi*  Iaft>  againft  the  Divinity  of  Chrift.  \ 
could  hardly  reconcile  the  infertion  of  that  piece  in 
your  Mifcellany,  with  your  known  fentiments ;  but 
I  reafoned  thus  upon  the  fubjedl :  ^  The  Editor  of  a 
public  paper  is  under  the  neceffity  of  inferting  fome 
things  which  contain  opinions  very  inimical  to  his 
own ;  candour  demands  this  at  his  hand — ^truth  de- 
mands it;  for  how  can  truth  appear  in  its  native 
beauty,  but  by  being  confronted  with  error.'  I  hope 
that  the  truth  of  the  do6lrine  in  queftion  will  appear 
the  more  bright,  by  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Thompfon 
to  overthrow  it. 

I  have  long  obferved,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift,  do  in  general  deny  alfo  the  fallen 
liate  of  man,  the  neceffity  of  atonement  by  the  blood 

^oh.  I.  3  F  of 
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of  the  crofs,  and  confequently  the  neceffity  of  rege- 
neration by  the  Holy  Spirit."  If  Mr.  T.  fays  this  is 
not  his  cafe,  I  anfwer,  I  cjo  not  charge  A/wt  with  it ; 
but  I  make  this  remark,  which  is  founded  in  fadl,  for 
the  benefit  of  thofe  of  your  readers,  who  may  not 
have  heard  of  the  ill  efFedts  X)f  Arianifm.  To  me,  I 
confefs,  it  is  no  recommendation  of  that  fentiment, 
that  it  fhoold  draw  after  it  fi>  great  a  defetftion  from 
feveral  of  the  firft  principles  of  Revelation :  and  pro- 
bably moft  experienced  Chriftians  will  think  of  it  as 
I  do.  I  have  feveral  times  heard  you  in  public  con- 
tend for  the  rationality  of  Revelation ;  by  which  I 
have  always  undcrftood  you  to  mean,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  Scripture  contrary  to  reafon  5  though  you 
have  always  allowed  there  are  things  ah(yve  reafon. 
This  fentirpent,  which  I  think  is  a  juft  one,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  illuftrate  in  two  or  three  particulars. 
For  inftance,  who  can  comprehend  the  maniier  of  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  heart,  in  re- 
generation ?  Our  Lord  likens  it  to  the  blowing  of 
the  wind;  which,  notwithflanding  the.  clofe  obferva-. 
tion,  and  fpecions  theories,  of  modern  philofophcrs, 
remains  yet  enveloped  in  myjiery,  ■  Indeed,  it  is 
no  myftery  that  the  wind  blows,  for  every  body, 
knows  that;  but  the  maimer  of  its  operation  is.  not 
yet  accounted  for;  hitherto  the  grcateft  writers  upon 
the  fubjed  have,  brought  forward  theories  which 
have  contradicted  each  other.  So  likewife,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  docs  a<5l  in  convidion,  converlion 

and 
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and  comfort  upon  the  htfman  mind j  is  evident ;  but 
the  manner  of  His  operations  ife  an  infcrutable  m^ery^ 
Yet,  is  the  do<Slrine  of  regeneration,  and  divine  in-* 
fluences,  to  be  reje<9:ed  on  that  account  ?  Surely 
not !  For  if  ther*  be  fomeithing  in  it  above  reafon, 
there  is  nothing  in  it  Contrary  to  reafon. 

Again,  the  dodlrine  of  the.  refurreflion  is  ahove^ 
reafon.  Who  can  defcribe  the  manner  and  circum- 
ftances  of  it  ?  Or  who  would  ever  have  known  it 
without  revelation  ?  And  yet,  What  man,  in  the 
exercife  of  his  fcnfes,  would  rcje6l  that  glorious 
truth,  lb  full  of  confolation  to  feeble  $nd  dying  men, 
becaufe  he  cannot  underftand  its  circumftances  ? 

I  fincerely  wifh  Mr.  T.  had  confidered  the  D^ityi 
of  Chrift  in  the  fame  light  as  the  above-mentioned 
dodrines,  not  contrary  to  reafon;  though  above  its^ 
compreh^nfion,  at  leaft,  I  will  fay,  it  is,  thus  that  I 
have  l6ng  confidered  it 

In  this  view  of  the  fubje<5t,  I  do  not  think  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  explain  the-  mode  of  the  divine  ex^ 
iftmce  ;  nay^  I  freely  own  I  do. not  underlland  it;  but 
I  think,  if  I  can  prove  th^t  the  Deity  of  Chrift  is 
plainly  revealed  in  Scripture,  fuch  proof  will  demand 
•^the  aflent  of  every  man,  who  owns  the  authority  of 
Scripture,'  notwithftanding  any  difficulties  which 
*may  remain  concerning  the  mode  of  the  divine  ex-» 
iftence;  I  know  the  common  objection  which  is 
made  againft  believing  any  thing  in  revelation  which 
we  cannot  underftand,  viz.  That  it  gives  pfFence  ta. 
-.   :.  3  F  a  ftrong 
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dmhg  i^eaibning  ibinds,  and  drives  them  into  Dfeiftit; 
But,  Sir,  I  da«<*  fed  the  propriety  of  giving  up  thb 
Wiith^  of  revelation,  to  pleafe  Deifts  and  other  fpecu- 
J^live  inch.  And  will  alfo  affirm,  that  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  of  tottiplaifence  whiVh  would  lead  a  Chriftiah  to 
bring  down  every  tmth  of\iievelation  to  htiman  coiii>- 
pt^fi^fk)rt>  in  ortlef^  to  gliin  Deifts,  Wonld  lead  a 
Dteift  to  give  up  the  grandeft  truth  of  natural  vtii^ 
gion  to  an  Atheift.  I  mean,  the  felf-^extfience  of  Gdd^ 
Only  Ifet  us  fuppofe  an  Atheift  and  a  Deift  converf-^ 
*ng  together. 

I^iji. — Sir,  I  think  you  ate  in  a^  great  error,  in 
xlenying  the  being  of  God  :  therie  muft  be  a  felf^-ex- 
illent  firft  cauffe  of  all  thing-s;  - 

Aihei/i.—^r^  I  do  not  "vindBrfiand  the  idea-  of  felf- 
^xiftetice:  do  you  ? 

t)sift. — ^I  own  I  do  not  undeJ-ftand  it ;  but  it  i» 
highly  reafonable  to  believe  that  thfere  is  ^  felf-exift- 
cnt  Being. 

"  Aihttft. — Sir,  I  admit  nothing  into  my  creed  which- 
Pd6  not  ufiderfiand.  When  you  will  deigtt  to  ex* 
l^ain'to  me  the  nature  of  felf-cxiftenae,  I  wifl  gile 
my  aflent  to  the  being  of  a  God  ;  till  then  1  will  re^ 
je<9:  it,  a-s  abftird. 

You  will  fee,  Mr.  Editor,  the  cdnforftiity  of  the 
general  principle  upon  whieh  the  Deift  a<ft8  in  re- 
jecting Chriflianity-,  and  the  Atheift  in  reje6ting 
Deifm.  They  both  plead  they  cannot  underftand  it. 
And  they  i)0th  £iy  it  h  unrsafonahh  Xo  believe  ^Jiat 
.  -•  '  •  they 
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they  qannot  underftand.  Now,  Sir^  I  can  bjaf  thiifk 
that  Mr.  T.  rtj&As  the  dodlrine  of  the  Deity  of 
Chrift  on  the  n^ery  frnne  principle^  viz.  He  caitnotmaf- 
^erftand  how  the  Father  and  the  Son  can  both  be 
trqly  God.  I  freely  own.  Sir,  that  I  do  oot  wtdtV'- 
ftandtVvs  myitXf;  but  I  do  not  find  my  coafequenac 
hurt,  or  the  dignity  of  my  mture  infult'ed,.by  be-^^ 
Heving  what  I. cannot  underftand  in  this  cafe ;  for  if 
God  hath  rcveakd  a  truth,  though  he  hath  not  rcr 
vealed  the  modu3  of  that  truth^  I  think  I  Ymt 
fufiicierit  ground  for  faith,  although  I  have  none  ^r 
fpeculation.  For  who  by  fearcbing  can  jfind  out 
God,  Of  know  the  Almighty  to  perfe(ftk)t3  ? .  - 

I  wilh  it  to  be  underftood  thfit  there. srre:  fom^ 
points  in  which  I  have  no  difpute  with  Mr.  T.  He 
fays  that  the  word  God  is  applied  to  angels,  magif* 
trates,  Satan,  gold,  the  belly  of  a  gluttonous  man, 
&c.  I  grant  it.  But  this  makes  nothing  agaipil  the 
peity  of  Chrift,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved  th^t  the 
word  is  applied  to  him  in  the  fame  Iqw  ,  fenfe,  in 
which  it  is  applied  to  them.  But  I  hope  to  prov^ 
that  our  blefled  Lord  is  called  Gsdy  infuch  4^f^nfe  a$ 
ffo  creature  is,  or  can  be  without  blaffhemy.  I  think  the 
woi'ds  upon  which  this  queftion  was  firft  brought 
forward  are  foil  to  this  point.  '^  In  the  beginning 
^'  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
"  the  Word  was  God «  the  fame  Was  in  the  beginning 
"  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and 
*^  w^t;hout  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  wa$ 
3  F  3  "  made." 
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^^  made/'  John  \.  1— r3.    I  alk,  Can  this  be  fpoken 
of  a  creature  ?    Was  there  any  creature  exifting  be-r 
foFe  any  thing  was  made  ?     But  we  are  here  told, 
that  the  Word  exifted,  and  was  God,  before  any  thing 
was  made ;  and  that  He  made  all  things.    And  in 
'Heh.  ^ii.  4.  it  is  faid,  "  Every  houfc  is  built  by  fome 
^*  man,  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God."     Is  any 
freature  called  God  in  this  fenfe  ?     Would  it  not  be 
blafphemy  to  call  any  creaiure  God  in  this  fenfe  ?  Is 
the  Father  called  God  in  any  higher  fenfe  ?     God 
that  was  in  the  beginning,   before  any  thing  was 
made — God  that  made  all  things,  and  without  whom 
was  not  any  thing  made,  that  was  made.     Mr.  T. 
wants  to  explain  this,  in  doing  which  he  fays^  ^^  Chrift 
-^  is  a.  derived  and  a  dependant  being,  circumjirihed  in 
^^  his  power."     I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  if  the 
Apoftles  John  and  Paul  had  thought  pf  Chrift  as  Mr. 
T.  does,  they  would  have  ufed  language  like  his, 
when  (peaking  of  our  Lord.     For  if  Chrift  is  really 
what  Mr.  T.  fays,  we  muft  confeis  that  he  has  given 
fuch  a  defcription  of  him  as  cannot  he  mifunder- 
ftood;  while  Paul  and  John  have  fpoken  in  a  very 
ambiguous,  yea,   dangerous,  way   of  their  blefled 
Mafter  !     But  the  language  of  thefe  tw©  apoftles  13 
the  current  language  of  the  facred  writers,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftaments.     Ifaiah  fays,  chap, 
yi.  5.  ^^  Mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  Jehovah  of 
''  hofts,  &c.''   John  fays,  xii.  41.  "  Thefe  things,  faid 
f*  Ifaias,  ^yhen  h^  faAv  His  glory^,  and  fpake  of  Him,'^ 
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1.  e.  Chrift.  David  fays  of  the  Ifraelites,  "  They 
tempted  and  provoked  the  Mqfi  High  God.^^  Pfalm 
Ixxviii.  56. — Paul  fays,  "  Neither  let  us  tempt  Chrift^ 
'^  as  Ibme  of  them  alfo  tempted.*'  1  Cor.  x.  9. — Paul, 
Rom.  i.  25.  "  The  Creator,  who  is  blefled  for  ever, 
^  Amen." — Mofes,  Deut.  x.  17.  ^^  Jehovah  your 
^^  God  is  God  of  gods  and  Lord  of  lords,  a  Great 
''  Godr  Paul  to  Titus,  ii.  13.  "  The  glorious  ap- 
^^  pearing  of  the  Great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
*^  Chrift.''  Here  obfervc,  that  it  is  not  the  Father 
for  vvhofe  appearing  we  look,  for  he  is  invifible.  No 
man  hath  feen  him,  nor  can  fee ;  but  we  look  for  the 
Son  to  appear,  that  every  eye  may  fee  him.  Paul  • 
fays' he  is  the  Great  God.    • 

I  produce  thefe  paflages  only  as  a  fample,  and  not 
is  cx)ntaining  the  whole  of  what  the  Scriptures  fay 
of  Chrift,  as  God.  But  if  our  Lord  is,  "  a  derived 
*^  arid  dependant  being,  circumfcribed  in  his  power;'* 
furely  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  have  defcribed  him 
in  a  moft  un^guard6d  manner.  Would'  you.  Sir, 
would  Mr.  T.  have  defcribed  a  creature  in  fuch 
terms  ?  That  Mr.  T.  would  not  is  very  evident, 
becaufe  his  defcription  of  Chrift  is  very  different 
from  the  above.  •  Much  lefs  would  he  fay  with  Paul, 
**  By  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven, 
*^  and  that  are  in  earthy  vifible  and  invifible,  whether 
^^  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or 
<^  powers:  all  things  w-ere  created  iy  him,  and  for 
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^^  him,  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
''  things  confij:' 

But  Mr.  T.  acknowledges  that  Chrift  did  create  all 
things.  In  my  apprehenfion,  this  confeflion  bringa 
him  into  infuperable  difficulties.  The  Scripture  fays 
Jehovah  alone  is  the  Creator.  Ifaiah  xliv.  24.  '^  I  ara 
'*  Jehovah,  that  maketh  all  things ;  that  ftretcheth 
*^  forth  the  heavens  aJone,  that  fpreadeth  abroad  the 
^^  earth  by  my/elf" — ^Job  ix.  "  God — alone  fpreadeth 
^^  out  the  heavens,  &c." — ^Ifaiah  xlii.  5  and  8.  "  Thus 
^^  faith  God  Jehovah,  he  that  created  the  heavens, 
"  and  ftretcheth  them  out,  he  that  fpread  forth  the 
^*  earth,  and  that  which  cometh  out  of  it,  he  that 
^^  giveth  breath  unto  the  people  upon  it,  and  fpirit  to 
*^  them  that  walk  therein. — I  am  Jehovah,  that  is  my 
'^  name,  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another." 

It  is  clear  from  hence,  that  Jehovah  alone  is  the 
Creator.  Paul  fays  Chrift  is  the  Creator.  I  infer 
that  Paul  thought  Chrift  was  Jehovah,  who  giveth 
breath  to  the  people  upon  earth,  and  fpirit  to  them 
who  walk  therein.  Mr.  T.  fays,  ^^  Chrift  is  a  derived 
*'  being ;  circumfcribed  in  his  power,  and  alfo  in  his 
*^  knowledge  ;'*  and  yet  he  gives  the  glory  of  crea^ 
tion,  which  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  Jehovah,  to  him, 
who,  by  his  own  confeflion,  is  not  Jehovah,  but  ^ 
creature. 

I  have  much  ipore  to  fay.  upon  the  fubjeft,  but  I 
have  already  trefpafled  greatly  upon  your  time  and 

patienc^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


T^E  PNlfB|kfiAl4lBT*d  MISCELLANY.  Hf 

patience.  If  you  mf^rt  this^  I  (hall  feel  enepun^eci 
to  cQptin^  iny  eorrefpondence  in  your  n^t.  Iq 
the  mean  time  give  me  le^ve  to  fay,  that  of  all  the 
^hfMFditie^  with  which  the  Trinitarian  ibheme  is  faid 
to  abound,  I  know  of  none  equal  to  this,  of  a  creating 
c feature,  eiri^um/criked  in  poiwer  and.  knwsoledge^  and  hy 
'^om  c^ll  things  cQtf/ifi. 

CHRISTOPHILUS. 


ELECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UmverfaUJFs  MifceUaty. 
Dbar  Sir, 

THE  queftion  of  your  Brighthqlmftone  Corre- 
fpondent  relates  to  a  fubjedl  which  has  fre- 
quently exercife  my  thoughts ;  and  as  the  inveftiga- 
tion  thereof  may  be  attended  with  real  profit,  I  fend 
you  the  following  obfervations. 

That  abfolute  fovereignty  over  all  creatures,  in  all 
parts  of  the  univerfe,  throughout  all  periods  of  dura- 
tion, belongeth  to  God,  ought  not — cannot  be  de- 
nied^ by  any  one  who  hath  attained  to  juil  concep- 
tions of  the  Eternal  Power  and  Grodhead.  That  fuch 
an  abfolute  fovereign  is  pofleflcd  of  the  indifputable 
right  of  ele<fting  individuals,  or  nations  of  ipen,  to 
ftand  in  whatever  relation  to  himfelf,  to  enjoy  what- 
ever  bleflings,  and  to  anfwer  whatever  purpofes 

among 
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among  the  creatures,  he  fhall  choofe  of  his  o^n  good 
pleafure,  cannot  be  denied,  without  evident  felf-con- 
tradiiftion :  for  if  fuch  right  of  ele6ling  be  denied, 
then  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  God  is  virtually  given 
up.  That  Jehovah  hath  of  his  own  good  pleafure 
elc6lcd  both  individuals  arid  nations,  may,  I  think, 
be  clearly  proved  from  the  Scriptures  i  but  that  he 
had  a  regard  for  all  his  creatures,  in  eledling  a  part 
of  them,  is,  I  think,  equally  capable  of  proof,  from 
the  fame  Scriptures. 

The  fovereignty  of  God  has  frequently  been 
brought  forward,  to  eftablifli  fuch  notions  of  his  de- 
figns,  works,  and  ways,  as  outrage  every  juft  con- 
ception of  his  righteoufnefs,  wifdom,  and  goodne/s. 
Upon  fuch  mifapplication  of  the  divine  fovereignty 
has  been  built  eleSlon  as  a  biJl  of  exdufion,  cutting 
off  from  any  fliare  in  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God, 
innumerable  multitudes  of  his  creatures ;  whereby  he 
who  is  hvCy  and  all  whofe  perfe6Hons  are  infinite, 
has  been  reprcfented  as  partial — adling  without  any. 
defign  of  univerfal  benevolence,  as  doing  that  which 
no  reafoning  can  make  appear  to  be  right  for  love 
to  do :  which  reprefentation  limits  Xh^Mo/l  High,  for 
it  limits  love,  which  he  is  faid  to  he,  and  confe- 
quently  which  muft  be  infinite. 

Wrong  conceptions  of  the  righteoufnefl  or  juftice 
of  God,  have  been  another  fource  of  falfe  notions  of 
eledion.  Undoubtedly  whatever  God  doth  mufl:  be 
right,  nor  may   any  creature  dare  to  arraign   him 

at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THB  UNIVERSALIST's  MISCEJ-LANY.  520 

at  his  bar,  or  pretend  to  be  his  judge,  for  he,  being 
abfolutely  fovereign,  can  be  accountable  to  none ; 
but  it  would  be  moflr  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  becaufe 
accountable  to  none,  therefore  he  can  a6l  contrary 
to  his  own  nature  and  perfections,  that  it  ispoffible 
for  him  to  deviate  from  the  infinite  re6litude  of  his 
wifdom  and  love,  or  ever  do  what  is  not  wifeft  and 
bed  to  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  whole  univerfe  of 
creatures.  It  has  been  argued  that  as  linners  have 
no  right  to  the  divine  favour,  no  claim  to  falvation 
and  everlafting  life,  God  may,  without  ailing  con- 
trary to  his  righteoufnefs,  feledl  a  part  of  them  as  ob- 
je6ls  of  his  love,  fave  them,  make  them  eternally 
happy  ;  while  the  reft  are  left  to  perifti  in  their  fins, 
are  loft  to  eternity.  We  need  not  flop  to  ihew  how 
diametrically  oppofite  fuch  reafoning  is  to  the  difco- 
veries  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  afford  us  of 
his  juftice  and  grace,  in  the  lively  oracles ;  the  ab- 
furdity  thereof  will  be  fufficiently  evident,  if  we  only 
obferve  that  the  righteoufnefs  required  of  Chriilians 
ponfifts  not  in  their  rendering  to  others  according  to 
their  ftridl  and  proper  defert ;  but  in  their  doing  to 
all  that  Which  is  moft  confiftent  with  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  Chriftianity :  hence  Chriftians  are  com- 
manded to  love  their  enemies,  to  do  good  to  them 
^bat  hate  them,  not  to  render  evil  for  evil,  &c.  When 
Chriftians  a6l  contrary  to  thefe  maxims,  when  they 
fo  far  forget  their  own  charadler  as  to  a6t  from  any 
principle  but  loye,  even  towards  their  greateft  ene- 
,  mies. 
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miesj  when  they  ceafe  to  aim  at  tkeir  good,  they  v\o* 
late  the  prepepts  pf  Chrift,  confcquently  are  guilty  of 
pnrighteoufnefs.  It  may  fairly  be  demanded,  Arc 
Chriftians  called  tp  be  righteous  on  a  different  prin- 
ejple,  according  to  a  different  rule,  than  that  which 
Iheir  heavenly  Father  exemplified  in  his  condu^  to- 
wards all  his  creatures?  No;  in  all  thefe  things 
Ihey  are  called  to  imitate  him ;  to  he  holy,  becaufe 
their  Lord  God  is  holy ;  to  be  perfe<ft  as  their  Fa- 
ther in  heaven  is  perfedt.  The  righteoulhefs  of  God 
muft  be  infinitely  fuperior  to  what  any  creature  can 
attain,  becaufe  it  confifts  in  his  ading  at  all  times, 
to  every  creature,  not  according  to  the  ftri<5l  merit 
or  demerit  of  the  creature;  but  like  himfelf^  accord- 
ing to  his  own  glorious  chara6ler  and  perfections, 
doing  that  for  every  creature  which  is  moft  fit  and 
prefer  for  infinite  wifdom  aixd  goodnefe  to  do.  Sup- 
pofe  on  the  contrary  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
confifts  in  a  partial  attachment  to  fome,  and  a  mere 
letaliation  qpon  others  without  any  regard  to  their  be- 
nefit ;  then  his  righteoufnefs  is  degraded  below  th6 
figbteoufnefs  which  he  requireth  of  all  his  faints. 

Tliough  many  perfons  have  confidered  the  fovc- 
TOgnty,*and  righteoufnefs  or  juftice  of  God,  as  main 
jpillars  of  Calvinian  eledlion,  upon  a  careful  review 
they  will  be  found  to  yield  it  no  fupport.  The  ibve- 
reignty  of  God,  is  the  fovereignty  of  infinite  love, 
confcquently  of  love  which  is  unbounded,  in  extent, 
magnitude,  and  duration  ;    for  if  bounded  in  any  , 
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fenfe  it  would  hcrft  be  infinite,  and  if  not  infinite  it 
could  BDt  be  what  God  hunfdf  is^  but  God  is  lavr^ 
The  fovereignty  of  this  loV^e  is  manifefted  by  the 
abounding  of  grace  much  more  than  fin  hath  abound^ 
ed ;  and  its  atefelute  dominioh'  wiii  be  fully  difplaye^ 
when  grace  (hall  reign  through  righteoufiaefs  unto 
eternal  life,  Rom.  v.  20,  21.  What  can  this  fove- 
reignty have  to  do  with  an  eledtion,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  leave  a  great  part  of  mankind  in  mifery,  and 
fin  reigning  over  them  to  all  eternity  ?  With  a  choice 
of  one  part,  which  is  fup'pofed  to  fhine  with  greater 
lufl:re,  becaufe  all  the  reft  are  cut  off  from  all  effeor 

"  tual  means  of  recovery,  world  without  end  ?  The 
fovereignty  o(  God  can  have  nothing  to  do  with 
ftich  an  ele6Hon  as  this.    Though  on  the  ground  of 

1  their  own  <Jef^>  finners  can  chxm  no  bl^Biftg  fk)» 
the  hand  of  divine  juftice,  but  have  realbn  to  drea4 
the  nM>ft  aliartofting  purtiihnvent ;  yet  ias  his  righteouC* 
neft  confifts  id  his  a<£ling  towards  ev^y  creature  ac- 
cording to  the  rectitude  of  his  own  nature,  which  is 
tove,  it  is  evident  his  righfttouiHefs  would  forbid  hia 
iX^aking  fuch  an  eIe6Moa  of  one  part  of  his  ci^turei^ 
as  ihould  prevent  his  dotng  dvery  thing  that  love  call 
do  for  the  happinefe  of  the  reft>  let  their  fin  and  de- 
merit bfe  ever  fo  great* 

El«9:ion,>  like  every  thing  felfe  that  is  of  God,  ori* 
ginated  in  love;  the  love  of  God  extends  to  the 
whole  worid  ;  this  is  fully  manifcfted  by  his  fending 
bis  Spn  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  JcAn  iii.  i6, 

17. 
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17.  but  if  the  love  of  God,  which  is  the  caufe  of 
eleAion,  extends  to  the  whole,  then  eledion  muft  be 
intended  for  the  good  of  the  whde. 

If  thefe  remarks  ihould  find  a  place  in  the  Mif^ 
ceilany,  you  may  expe6l  a  xontinuation  of  the  fub- 
jtA  by  yours,  in  truth  and  iovfc, 

R.W. 

December  9, 1 797. 


DIFFICULTY  ON  ACTS  I.  18. 

Now  this  man  (Judas)  pur  chafed  a  field  with  the  re- 
ward of  iniquity. 

AN  ingenious  young  friend,  who  makes  the 
Scriptures  his  ftudy,  propofed  a. difficulty  to 
me  the  other  day,  ftom  the  above  pafiage^  compared 
with  Matt,  xxvii.  3 — 8.  where  it  is  faid  that  the 
CInef  Priefis  bought  the  field,  with  the  money  which 
Judas  cafl  down  in  the  temple.  I  at  firft  thought 
that  Judas  might  have  made  the  bargain  for  the 
field,  but  his  repentance  hindered  him  from  a^hially 
purchafing  it,  and  that  the  Priefts  paid  the  money 
after  his  death ;  by  which  means  the  purchaie  mi^t 
bejuftly  afcribed  to  both.  It  was  anfivered.  This 
was  not probabiey  becaufe  the  ihortnefs.of  the  time 
betwixt  the  betraying  of  Chrift,  and  his  omdemna- 
tion  by  the  Jewifli  rulers,  was  not  more  than  twelve 
hours;  aad  moft  of  them  were  included  in  tte  ni^t 

Upoa 
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Upop  furtiber  thought  on  thefubje6l,I  copcluded  that 
we  ought  to  fearch  for  the  iUution  (rftheir  difficulty 
hy  referring  to  the  i^iom  of  the  Hebrew*  languages. 
The  New  Teftament,  indeed^  was  writteti  in  Greeks 
,but  the  writers  of  it  were  J^ws :.  and  the  critics  have 
always  obferved  that  thprCuBXC^rH^braifpis  in  their 
writings.  ^  Among  thefe  forms  of  fpee^ch  called  He- 
hraifms,  we  may  obferve  the  (bUowing, 

I.  The  ufe  qi a^ye  verbs. p^  exprefs  the  agenfs  at- 
temp  to. do  ^\^Zim^,  -  although  the  attempt  did  not 
fucceed.>.  As.in, Exod.  viii.  1^.  And  the' magicians  di4 
Jo^  i.  e.  attempted  to  do  fa,  with^their  enchantments,  t^ 
kring  forth  licey^but.  coM  mti.yr-J)t\it.  ?:xyiii*  68.  Ye 
JhaJl  be  fold,  fet  to  fale,  and  no  man  Jhall  bi^  joul-^ 
Ezokr.'nyiiv.^flSjrBecaiife  I  have  purged  thee,  attempt- 
ed to  purge  thee,  and  thou  wafl  not  j^urged. — So  in 
the  New  Teftament,  Gal.  v.  4.  Whofoever  of  you  are 
juftifiedy  feek  to;  be  juftified,i3y  the  law^  ye -are  fallen 
from  grace. — 7I  John  i.  10.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  not 
finned,  we  make,  attempt  to  make,  him  a  liar. 

IL  -Agaii^,  another  Hebraifm  is,  the  ufcofaili'Ve 
verbs  to  exprefs,  not  only  the  doing  of  a  thing,  but 
even  the  giving  occafion  to  the  doing  of  it.  Gen. 
xlii.  38.  Ifmifchiefbefaihim  by  the  wc^,  then  fhall  ye 
hing  down,  ye  (hall  be  the  occafion  of  bringing 
do>vn,  my  grey  hdrs,  &f^;^— 1  Kings  xiv.  16.  Jeroboam 
made  Ifrael  to  fin,  occafioned  Ifrael  to  lin,  by  fetting 
up  the  golden  calves. — ^A6ls  vii.  47.  But  SolomoH 
built  him  an  houfe,  occafioned   the   Tempfe  to  be 

built. 
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built  So  lifcewile  Judas  bought  a  ikid  xi^tii  this 
td9f9td  of  iniquity;  that  is,  his  treachery,  reped- 
taoce^  to4  «tumihg  of  the  money,  'ocieajioned  tbfc 
potter*s  field  to  be  bought. 

It  is*prefumcd  that  every  ferious  inquirer  aftet* 
truth  will  fee  the  propriety  of  the  above  folution. 
I  am  perftiaded  alfo,  th!at  a  great  part  of  the  ob- 
jedUons  which  Deifts  toake  to  the  Scriptums,  may 
be  rationally  anfi^^eted  in  the  feme  way.  But  there 
are  very  few  Deifts  ^hojludy  the  Scriptures.  They 
lay  bold  of  fome  pkm<S>le  objeCKon;  reprefent  it  as 
wianfweraWe,  and  then^  make  a  vain  and  empty 
boaft ;  and  thereby  :0ften  fhake  the  iaith  of  fome 
inGOniiderate  pitofeflors. 

W.VIDLEH. 


DEFENCE   OP   MOSES. 

(Continued  from  ^age  A&A^ 

7.  "D  Y  the  inftitutipns.  of  Moffes  the  feduAion  of 
JL^  females  was  prevc^ntejd,  and  the  peace  of 
families  thereby  preferved.  The  feduiaion  of  viigins 
has  long  been,  in  all  Chriftian  nations,  complained 
of,  as  a  fource  of  the  mofft  fofiofts  evils,  Jsoth  to  the 
unhappy  females  themfelves,  who  have  alngnaft,  uni- 
formly been  abandoned  to  fhame,  infatny>  and  want ; 
and  to  their  families  and  comieijions,  who  have  in 
general  attributed  that  guilt  fe^  the  ieduced  inno-. 

cent. 
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cent,  which  l>elongs  only  to  the  vile  feducer.  I 
Iptefc  thus  from  a  perfuafion  that  among  the  many 
miferable  women^  whofe  (x>ndu6l  is  now  a  (h^m^ 
to  their  fex ;  there  are  but  Very  few  indeed  whdf^ 
choice  led  them  to  their  prefeht  prajAice;  Tbdjr 
have  been  firft  deceived^  betrayed  and  ruined,  by 
fomc  artful  villain,  who  has  then  forfaken  them^ 
wWld  their  neareft  relatives,  from  a  miftakeri  deli* 
caejf  of  chara6ler  ^hich  they  falfely  call  virtue ; 
^andcwi  the^  deluded  creature  to  her  fate.  Thus  fhut 
out  from  fociety  no  way  offers  to  procure  fubfiftencCi 
but  iksat  which  is  the  moil  abhorrent  to  every  females 
feeling;:  and  even  this,  wretched  as  it  is,  is  made 
mfaiTeJSb,  by  the  lOatBfomeneft  of  a  difeafethat  is  thQ 
ufiial  attradant  on.  then*  modeof  life, 

Molfes  enabled  a  law  which  utterly  precluded  the 
p6(ffibility  of  fuch  fin  and  woe.  ^  If  a  man  entice  a 
*  inaad  that  is  not'  betrothed,  and  lie  with  her,  he 
^  fhaU  fiirely  endow  her  to  be  his  wife.  If  her  father 
^.  utterly  refufe  to  give  her  unto  him,  he  fhall  pay 
'  money  according  to  the  dowry  of  virgins.  Exod. 
'  xxii.  16,  17.*  '  If  a  man  find  a  damfel  that  is  a^ 
^  virgin,  which  is  not  betrothed,  and  lay  hold  on  her, 
^  and  lie  w4th  her,  and  it  be  known  5  then  the  man 
i  who  lay  with  her,r(hall  give  unto  the  damfel's  father 
^  fifty  ihekels  of  filver,  and  (he  (hall  be  his  wife,  be- 
^  eaufe  he  hath  humbled  her,  he  may  not  put  her 
^  away  all  his  days,  Deut.  xxii.  28^  29/  The  wifdom 
of  this  law  is  felf-cvident.  •  Here  wasi  no  licence  for 

Vol.  t  3  G  a  man 
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a  man  of  ungovernable  paffions,  to  rob  a  virgin  oT 
her  virtue,  and  leave  her  to  infamy.  If  any  man  dc-* 
filed  his  neighbour's  wife,  his  life  was  to  pay  the  for- 
feit of  his  crime:  if  he  defiled  a  virgin,  fhe  was 
thereby  to  become  his  wife,  and  her  wants  and  thofe 
of  her  offspring  laid  upon  him.  What  fcenes  of 
wickednefs,  woe,  difeafe  and  want,  were  prevented 
by  this  wholefome  ftatute.  All  the  laws,  which  the 
boafl:ed  wifdom  of  modern  nations  have  made,  have 
been  found  unequal  to  curb  the  licencioufnefs  of 
vicious  nien  ;  but  the  laws  of  Mofes,  met  the  evil  in 
its  full  power,  and  furniflied  the  remedy  at  once. 

8.  Hatred  of  mankind  was  forbidden,,  and  univer- 

fel  love  was  enjoined.     ^  Thou  (halt  love  thy  neigh- 

'  hour  as  thyfelf,'  fays  Mofes.     The  wickednefs  of 

the  Jews,  indeed,  gave  a  wrong  interpretation  to  this 

precept.     '  Thou  flialt  love  thy  neighbour,  and  hate 

'  thine  enemy,'  faid  they,     Jefus  hath  taught  us,  in 

be  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan,  to  call  every 

lajj  our  neighbour,  and  to  love  all.     Mofes  had 

lught  this  long  before  :  He  faid,  "  Thou  fhalt  love 

the  Jif anger  as  thyfelf,  Lev.  xix.  33."     Yea,  even 

ational  enmities  ;  which  the  great  among  mankind 

ave  pleaded  for,  and  fomented  for  political  purpofes ; 

^ere  forbidden.     Ilie  Egyptians,  thofe  cruel  oppref- 

ws  of  the  liraelites,  and  the  Edomites,  who  denied 

lem  a  peaceable  paflage  through  their  countty  as 

icy  were  coming  out  of  Egypt,  they  were  forbidden 

)  injure.  Deut.^  xxiii.7.  *  Thou  Ihalt  not  abhor  an 

'  Edomite^ 
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^  £domite,  for  he  is  thy  brother  :  thou  (halt  not  ab-* 

*  hor  an  Egyptian,  becaufe  thou  Waft  a  ftranger  in 

*  his  land.  The  children  that  arc  begotten  of  them, 
^  (hall  enter  into  the  congregation  of  Jehovah  (u  e. 

*  Ihall  be  admitted  to  civil  offices,  if  they  embrace 
^  the  Jewifti  i^eligion)  in  the  third  generation/  The 
philanthropy  of  thefe  precepts  muft  ftrike  every 
thinking  mind  with  pow^,  as  they  Ihew  ftrongly 
the  purity  of  the  morals  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfatidn* 
The  above  thought  will  not  be  weakened,  by  re- 
membering that  the  Ammonite  and  Moabite  were  to 
be  excluded  from  the  congregation  of  Jehovah  to 
the  tenth  generation,  ev6n  for  ever,  (i.  e*  during  the 
whole  difpenfation :)  for  the  abominable  lewdncfe  and 
vice  of  thefe  nations,  being  paft  cure,  God  deter* 
mined  to  cut  them  ofF.  Hence  that  command, 
^  Thou  Ihalt  not  fedc  their  peace,  nor  their  profpe-: 
^  rity  all  thy  days  for  ever,'  i.  e.  during  thiat  whole 
age,  or  difpenfation. 

9,  The  divifion  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  is  a  difco- 
very  of  wifdom  which  has  never  htcn  pra£ficaJIy  ex- 
hibited in  any  other  nation,  bat  Ifrael  j  or  by  any 
other  lawgiver,  but  Mofes.  When  the  Jews  came 
into  Canaan,  there  were  fix  hundred  thoufand  heads 
of  families  among  them,  and  the  country,  though 
divided  by  lot  among  the  tribes,  was  equally  appor- 
tioned betwixt  thofe  heads  of  families.  Let  any  man 
take  the  geographical  measurement  of  the  whole 
land,  and  divide  it  by  iix  hundred  thou,fand>  and  he 
3  G  2  will 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


538  TJIJB   UNIVERSAWSt's   MISCEXil^ANY.^ 

will  find  each  lot  tO:be  \ittl6  more  than  twelve  acres.* 
So  finall  n  (juaiitity,  aiCcordiigtg  Iq  inoderh  opiniov, 
muft  be  wry  indck<|uate  to  the  wafits  of  a  latge 
family li  and  13^  doubt  it  woujd  be  fo.m  fomte  cli-' 
matesr  bi\t  the  foil  of  th^t* country  was  nattrally 
frttitful },  and.  yfbm  induilry  md  fru^alky  W^re  limited 
with  the  advantagi^s  of  the  feil^  t^lve  acres  of  land 
were  uot  oaly  fiiflkient  to;  (vuppOvt  i  large  family, 
bat  evea  whca  the  rtation  wa^  doubled,  ^d  trcWed^ 
thet  prbdu<9t  of  tbe  whole  y(9^  ftill  eitough^'  And 
whei>  i**  the  day^  of  Dayid  aad  Solpiport  the  people 
werd.ftill  tni>re,  increafed,, yet.  there  .wbs/OiOt  only 
enfaugh^.bUtgri^V^^^"^^'^^^'^-^"^^  MW«^.ai«doiI, 
^*ere  esp&tted  to  the  Tyd?te9>  Kidonfena^-^nd  ^ber 
Mighbouring  i>8?tioto ;,  while  the  J[ew9i  fai  ^l^iei^yj  mar> 
^fader  his. ^wn  Vine,. andiun.d^^y  hi»  o;wn'%-teeQ,  eat- 
i^^.aod  -drinJ^tng  to  tbe.f«^i:.lhsir  eountiy: beings 
£^.ed  with:  popvdoUs  eitifc!?^  tc^n^  ^tkI  vill^ea.  The 
ftate  of  the  Jewifh  nation  at  this. time,  was  a  type  of 
tlje  g^i^fdl  ftat^  of  iflankifid  ijithe  Millennial  age, 
whp>  uniycrfal  .pea^e  (halj  prevail^  jt^en.  employ  them- 
felves  in  cultivating  the  ei^rth,  and,  the  knowledge 
a;nd  rightcQufivefst  ofi  Jehovah  fliall  covei:  the  Whole, 
world-      ;,    ;  .         .       ,    , 

.  IQ,  In  order,  th4t  thi$  diftribatipn  of  the  luncl 
might, be ^ffe^uaJ^  ^nd  tp  pnovent  the  oppreffion  xrf' 
the  people  by  great  accumulation  of.  hmded  pro-r 
perty,  the  jubilee  wsi^  inflijtuted.  This  grand  pe^ 
riod  returned  civeiry .  fiftieth  year.    In  it,  th^e  was 

not 
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not  only  a  remiffion  of  every  debt,  and  a  manumif- 
lioh  of  every  bondnian,  as  in  every  feventb  yem-; 
but  alfo  every  man  returned  to  his  own  poflfeflion 
and  to  his  own  inheritance.  So  that  the  original 
ftate  of  the  nation  was  prefervcd  ;  and  while  this  in- 
ftitution  was  regarded,  it  was  impoflible  fdr  the  pea^ 
pie  to  lofe  their  national  indepetxjance  or  perfdnal 
freedom.  landholders  are  naturally  attached  to  the 
foil ;  and  wjiere  there  i^.a  great  number  of  them  of 
nearly  equal  property,  there  muft  be  a  ipirit  of  li- 
berty and  independanee.  Thus  wifely  were  the  laws 
of  Mofes  formed,  breathing  the  fpirit  of  good-will  to 
mankind  in  general/  careful  of  the  wants  6f  the 
lower  cH'ders  q{  fociety,  watching  with  a  jealous  con^ 
cerf^  over  thfe  rights  of  the  weaker  fe^,  teaching  hof^ 
pitality  towards  ftrangers  and  enemies,  preventing 
oppreffioo,  and  cruelty,  ftimulating  to  induftry,  and 
in  the  whole  representing  the  chara<Ster  of  God  as 
fuprenlely  good,  making  his'  favour  or  difpleafure, 
tho  great  motive  to  a6libn. 

If  the  Jews,  by  difregarding  theie  admimble  law3, 
became  a  vicious  people,  and  expofed  themitlves  to 
many  calamities,  Mofes  is  not  to  blame  for  thti^, 
much  lefs  is  the  God  of  Mofes  brought  under  iany 
reproach  by  it,"wbofe  wifiJom  afid  goodncfs  are  al- 
ways the  faine,  whether  men  obey  his  voice,  or 
whether  they  rebel  againft  him. 


W,  V. 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  BUNKERS'  SCHEME. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfali/Fs  Mifcellany. 

SlR^ 

FROM  a  note  which  prefaced  a  letter  in  your 
Mifcellany  of  laft  month,  I  fully  expelled  to 
fee  the  plan  for  an  inftitution  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
Dunkers  in  America,  and  fome  inquiry  how  far  fuch 
**  an  i^itption  might  he  lawful  and  pradigabh  in  a 
*^  country  like  this  ;'*  but  I  was  difappointed,  finding 
only  fome  random  thoughts,  which  might  be  occa- 
fioned  by  a  converfation  on  fuch  a  fubjeft,  but  no- 
thing faid  that  could  juftify  fuch  a  fcheme.  The 
only  compenfation  I  had  for  my  difappointment  was, 
the  temper  of  mind  in  which  the  letter  appears  tq 
have  been  wrote ;  this,  I  confefs,  from  its  modefty 
and  piety,  did  my  heart  good :  but  as  I  think  the 
writer  may  have  miftaken  both  his  duty  and  the  mo- 
tives which  led  him  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  I  fhall 
take  the  liberty  to  confider  his  arguments. 

1ft.  *^  Where  is  the  fociety  that  is  divefled  of  the 
*^  tempers,  maxims y  atid  love  of  the  world,  fufficient  to 
^^fecure  their  own  comfort  and  the  approbation  of  Him 
^^  to  whom  they  prof efs  to' he  devoted?'*  I  would  an- 
fwer  in  the  language  of  Chrift— Chriftians  are  the 
fait  of  the  earth  ;  if  they  have  loft  their  favour,  how 
ihall  the  earth  be  preferved  from  total  corruption  ? 
Would  you  ufe  fait  by  locking  it  up  in  a  cupboard, 

or 
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or  by  rubbing  it  into  the  meat,  and  ftceping,  as  it 
were,  the  meat  in  it  ?  Shall  Chriftians.  preferve 
mankind  from  a  total  degeneracy  of  manners,  by 
being  in  the  world,  but  not  of  it  in  its  tempers, 
manners,  or  conduct;  or  by  fecluding  themfelves 
from  the  world ;  being  like  a  candle  in  a  tin  lanfc^ 
horn,  feens  by  none  but  when  the  door  is  opened, 
and  then  but  faintly  ?  or  Ihould  they  be  like  the 
folar  orb,  difpeniing  the  light  of  truth  around  them ; 
or  like  a  city  built  upon  a  hill^  which  cannot  be  hid  ? 
If  there  is  no  fociety  poflefled  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpd,  does  it  not  almoft  border  upon  wickipdnefs, 
to  draw  the  little  pure  and  holy  leaven  away,  inftead 
of  caufing  it  to  ferment  and  difFufe  rtfelf  through 
the  whole  body  ? 

The  next  coniideration  is,  "  the  means  (by  which) 
*^  we  may  conclude  thatjuch  a  Jeparation  can  he  fully 
^^  juftified  on  the  ground  of  reafon  and  religion:^''  and 
this  he  concludes  to  be,  the  mind  being  injured  by 
too  great  an  intereotirfe  with  the  world.  I  muft  alk, 
where  is  the  fcriptural  precept  to  gpout  of  it  (in  his 
fenfe)  that  it  niay  be  preferved  unoontaminated  ? 
Are  riot  Chriftians  called  overcomersf  How  cari 
they  overcome  without  fighting?  Chriftians  are 
therefore  exhorted  to  fight  the  gpod  fight  of  faith; 
to  lay  hold  cf,  or  feize,  the  age  of  life.  Chrift,  our 
example,  pvjwcarne  the  world  ;  and  we  are  ei^horted 
to  tread  in  his  fteps.  We  ^re  told  that  no  trials 
happen  to  us,  but  what  are  common  unto  all  men ; 
3G4  and 
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a,ndi  ihpulfi  we  flee  from  fuch  trials,  Qr  put  on  the 
whole  armour  o£  God,  and  come  off  conquenors^ 
through  hira  that  hath  loved  us  ? 

Neither  is  it  reiafonable,  if  it  was,  it  would  be,  more 
fo  to  wi(h  for  death,  for  thea  we  ftiould  be  joul  o£  all 
temptation.  If  it  is  not  lawful  to  wifli  for  a  total 
retirement  by  death,  mudi  lefs  is  it  to  retire  jvhilfi: 
we  live,  for  the  retirement  by  death  would  be  to  the 
enjoyment  of  God  and  his  Chrift;  but  a  living  re^ 
tirement,  is  to  a  ftate  of  ufelefe  ina^iyity  to  God 
and  man. 

Another  reafon  given  is,  ^'fearing  to  become  pat'- 
/'^  takers**  oOh^Jins  and  funijkmsnts  of  others*  How 
different  did  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  thipk  !  They 
counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them ;  therefore, 
fearlefs  of  what  might  befal  them,  they  encouraged 
the  believers  to  be  living  examples  in  the  ways  of 
hoHnefs,  and  daily  told  the  world  of  the  direful  cqn- 
fequences  of  their  fins.  They  feared  not  being  in- 
volved in  the  punifhment  of  the  wicked.  They 
well  knew  that  he  who  would  attempt  to  fave  bis 
life  through  cowardice,  fhould  lofe  it ;  but.  he  that 
fought  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteouf* 
nefs,  fhould  have  all  things  elfe  added  unto  him. 
They  therefore  committed  their  caufe  in  well  doing 
to  Him  who  judgeth  righteoufly,  and  by. their  lives 
end  converfation,  manifefled  the  power  of  flivine 
truth  upon  their  hearts;       -  '    .    i 

Thp  cafe  of  the  Patriarphs  is  ijQt  ap  inftance  in 

point. 
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pdnt.  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  lived  in  the 
world,  mingled  with  the  world,  and  went  about 
preaching  to  the  world.  Neither  is  it  the  cafe  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians.  They  left  not  Jerufalem,  tiH 
4;he  Ronfen  Eagle  was  difplayed  around  its  bulwarks; 
and  then  they  left  it  in  obedience  to  an  exprefs  com- 
JMndof  Ghrift,  M^tt.  xxiv.  15—20.  If  thelail  woe 
trumpet  has  began  to  found,  ftand  upon  your  watch- 
tower,  lead  you  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  others, 
and  found  the  trumpet,  that  all  around  you  be 
warned  and  prepare  to  meet  their  Lord,  for  happy 
fhall  that  fervant  be  whom,  when  his  Lord  cometh, 
he  fhall  find  him  not  only  keeping  his  laws,  but 
teaching  others  to  obferve  and  do  whatfoever  he  hath 
commanded  him. 

Permit  me  to  afk,  is  not  a  certain  diflike  to  the 
prefent  flate  of  fociety,  and  a  degree  of  want  of  faith 
•in  the  divine  pr€>te(5lion.  One  grand,  though  perhaps 
lui-ki«g  motive,  that  may  lead  men  to  defire  to  for- 
lake  the  ^orld,  inflead  of  taking  up  their  crofs  and 
•forfaking;  all  and  following  Chrift.  1  quite  approve 
of  examioiiig  our  motives  of  a6lion,  and  muft  confefe 
that  Ihave  often  found  pride  under  the  garb  of  hu- 
taility,  and  as  Young  fays,  "  A  Ihunning  of  praife 
f^  but  to  m^Cke  it  fure :"  and  here  I  think,  (not  con- 
demning your  occafional  Correfpondent,  but  affuring 
you  that,  upon  the  clofeft  examination  of  my  heart,  I 
fincerely  believe  was  I  to  follow  my  inclinations, 
^nd  joitt  hin|)  that  the  grounds  of  condu6t,  under 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


544  THE  UNIVEKSALISX'S  MIS.CEIXANY. 

the  idea  of  a  love  of  holinefs,  would  be  a  want  of 
refolution  fully  to  walk  in  the  path  of  duty  ;  under 
the. name  of  a  love  of  God,  J  fhould  difguife  a  want 
of  faith  in  his  promifes,  with,  too  little  patience, 
meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  love ;  and  too  great  a  ihare  of 
pride  and  felf-dependance.  Leaving,  Sir,  thefc 
thoughts  to  your  confideration,  whether  or  not  they 
are  proper  for  infertion  in  your  ufefiil  Mifcellany,  I 
remain  your  'friend  and  brother  in  the  Grofpel  of 
peace. 

An  Occasional  Correspondent. 


QUESTION  on  matt.  v.  25.  and  ANSWER. 

To  Mr.  CUE. 
Sir,  , 

I  RECEIVED  the  Papers,  entitled  Profpedus,  &c. 
which  you  were  fo  kind  to  leave  for  me  at  my 
lodgings.  Probably  you  might  think  that  it  may  in 
fome  refpeds  be  the  fame  with  fome  of  my  difcove- 
ries.  I  have  carefully  examined  fuch  papers  over, 
time,  after  time,  and  cannot  perceive  that  they  do  in 
any  refpe6l  interfere  therewith  :  neverthelefs,  I  muft 
confefs  myfelf  very  much  obliged  to  yon  fpr  your 
kindnefs  therein. 

But,  my  good  Sir,  this  gives  me  enqouragement  to 
trouble  you  a  little  farther.     If  you  remember^  fome 
confiderable  time  fince,  I  requefted  of  you  an  expla- 
nation 
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nation  of  the  25th  verfe  of  the  5th  chapter  of  the 
Gofpel  according  to  St.  Matthew,  which  I  remem- 
ber you  explained  to  me  much  to  my  latisfaftion; 
but  it  being  only  in  a  verbal  way,  the  particulars 
have  quite  flipped  my  tnemory.  The  word  Adver- 
Jaryy  puzzles  me  the  moft,  as  the'  Devil  himfelf  is 
called  our  Adverfary;  and  certainly  we  cannot,  in 
any  fenfe  of  the  word,  be  required  to  agree  with  him: 
nor  can  I  fee  that  in  many  cafes  we  can  be  required 
to  agree,  or  to  compound  with  wicked  men.  There- 
fore, my  good  Sir,  if  you  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  clear 
up  this  matter  for  me  in  a  few  words,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  fo  kind  as  to  put  it  in  black  and 
white,  and  deliver  it  to  me  at  Chapel  to-morrow,  you 
will,  kind  Sir,  confer  a  lafting  obligation  on  your 
very  humble  and  devoted  fervant, 

JOHN  ROBINS. 

Ayguft6, 1796.  . 

ANSWER. 
Dear  Sir, 

IHAVEjufl  received  yours,  in  which  you 
defire  my  thoughts  on  Matt  v.  25.  Take  them  ii| 
as  few  words  as  I  am  able  to  convey  them.  The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  given  by  our  Lord  to  his 
difcipdes,  mufl  be  underflood  as  containing  full  and 
clear  inflru6lions  to  a  congregational  church,  which 
he  was  then  going  to  eredt  upon  the  ruins  of  the  na- 
tional 
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tional  one,  at  that  time  near  its  difibhition.  Tbv§ 
clears  lip  our  Lord's  manner  of  fpeaking,  ^^Itliaa 
*^  been  fidd  by  the  ancients,  &c.  but  I  lay  nnto  you, 
^  fee.**  The  Advcrfery  mentioned  here,  cannot 
mean  either  the  devil  or  wicked  men ;  for  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  the  laft  degree  to  fuppofe  thai  God,  the 
judge  of  all,  to  whom  Chriftians  have  free  acccfe, 
Heb.  xii.  23.  wtMild  fubjcift  his  people  to  any  bad 
ccmiequences  by  any  thing  thy  could  do  or  char^ 
againft  them.  I  therefore  conclude:  the:  Adverfery 
there  to  mean  one  brother  in  a  Chriftian  church  tak- 
ing up  an  offence  againft  another,  for  Ibdie  breacb  of, 
or  oppofition  to,  any  law  which  Chrift  has  eflabliihed 
for  the  preiervation  of  his  people's  union  and  conti^ 
nuance  in  the  truth,  according  to  chap,  xviii*  15; 
When  a  man  fwerves  from  this  in  a  Chrifiian  church, 
the  Apoftle  commands  fuch  to  be  looked  after. with 
diligence  and  concern,  Heb.  xii.  15:  If  I  was  in 
fuch  a  fellowfhip,  and  a  brother  ftate  a  juft  offence 
againft  me,  by  telling  me  my  fault  between  myfelf 
and  him  alone,  I  fhould  then  think  thiat  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church  was  my  Adveriary,  as  well  as 
this  faithful  brother.  See  Ex.  xxiii.  2i.  F€.  cxxxix,  21. 
It  appears  it  would  be  my  duty  to  prevent  him  from 
the  nccfeffity  of  taking  one  or  two  moce,^  according 
to  Matt,  xviii.  15.  but  to  agree  with  him  qim&jy^ 
while  I  am  in  the  way  with  him.  Much  more 
might  b^  faid  ia  confirmatioa  of  this  lidy  of  the 

fabjedl ; 
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fubj^K^t ;  but  if  ftill  yOii  (hould  wi(h  for  any  thing  fiir- 
thefr,  pl^fe  to  point  <Mj^t  y^ur  difficulties,  and  I  will 
attend  to  th^m  a$  far  as  I  am  capaWe, 

lam,  Sir^.your's,  &c, 

JOHN  CUE. 

Pitfield-Street,  No.  26,      ^     , 
Aug.  6,  1796. 


LITERARY  QUESTION  and  ANSWER. 

ARE  the  Hehreiv  pmnts,  dt  vowels,  of  the  (arae 
antiquity  with  the  letters — and  are  thqr  abfo*-- 
kitcly  neeeflary  to  a  ri^  knowledge  of  the  facred 
language?  Or  are  they'of  modern  invention,  ai«i 
ttiay  the  language  be  read^  cokfkuedy  and  widerfiood^ 
without  thenj  ? 

ANSWER. 

It  gives  me  a  fincere  picafore  to-  obfcrvc,  that 
among  your  correfpondent^,  there  are  not  wanting 
who  enquire  into  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  /fe* 
hrew  tongue,'  that  firft  and  beft  of  languages,  in 
which  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Scriptures  are  writ- 
ten, and  without  which  they  cannot  be  thormghly 
and  critically  underftood.  The  following  Anfwer  to 
the  Quaery  relating  to  ih€  anti^ity  wadnjfefulnefs  of 
the  Hebrew  points,  is  at  your  fervice.  If  it  fails  of 
latisfying  the  ingenious  queti ft,  or  any  oth^r  of  your 
readers,  I  fh?tll  be  glad  to  hear  further  froih  them  by 
the  channel  of  your  Magazine,    Your  correipondent 

aiks. 
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alk&,  ^^  Are  the  Hebrew  vov>el  points  of  the-  faiM^ 
i/w/ij'wi^  with  th^  letters^  or  are  they  of  modem,  in- 
vention ?"  I  reply,  of  modern  invention^  fo  modern 
as  the  ninth  or  tenth  cefltury  after  Chrift.  Moft 
certainly  they  were  not  invented  in  the  days  of  Oru 
gen,  who  lived  in  the  third  century,  nOr  of  Jerome^ 
who  lived  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  ;  for  had  they  been 
then  in  ufe,  is  it  credible  that  the  unwearied  editor 
of  the  Hexaphy  and  the  curious  and  inquifitive  Je^ 
rotnei  who  himfelf  traVelled  into  Palejiine^  arid  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Jewijk  literati,  ihould  never 
in  tbeit  voluminous  writings  upon  the  Scriptures, 
once  give  the  leaft  hint  about  them  ?  But  befides 
iii\s  negative  argument,  (which  however  muft  in  the 
prefent  cafe  be  allowed  to  be  very  ftrong,)  there  are 
feveral  paflages  in  the  writings  of  Jerome,  which  (hew 
fojitively  that  he  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
vowel  points,  and  by  confequence,  that  in  his  time 
they  were  not  yet  in  being :  As  for  inftance,  when: 
on  Jer.  ix,  22,  he  faith,  ^^  The  Hebrew  word  which 
is  written  with  the  three  letters  •nanTCfor  it  hath  no 
vowelsy  vocales,  in  it)  when  according  to  the  context^ 
and  the  judgment  of  the  reader,  it  is  read  daher,  figni- 
fiesa  word;  vfhtndeber,  death  j  when  dahher,  fpeak.'* 
So  on  Hab.  iii,  5.  Again  in  his  epiftle  to  Evagrius^ 
concerning  Melchifedee.  *^  The  Hebrews  very  rarely 
ufe  vowel  letters  (vocalibus  literis)  in  the  middle  of 
their  words ;  and  according  to  the  pleafure  of  the 
readers y  and  the  variety  of  countries^  th©  fi^^  words 

are 
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are  uttered  with  different  founds  and  accents.'*  The 
Kke  obfervations  taay  be  applied  to  the  Jewijh  ThaU 
muds;  the  latter  of  which,  namely,  the  Baby loni/i, 
was  not  finiihed  till  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  cen- 
tury. In  this  huge  colle6tion  of  Jevotjh  comments 
on  the  Scripture,  contained  in  thirteen  volumes  in 
folio,  not  one  word  about  faints^  but  feveral  paflages 
which  clearly  and  pofitiveJy  prove  that  the  authors  of 
the  ThalmuSc  tradls  knew  nothing  of  them.  Thus 
in  the  end  of  the  book  Barachoth^  when  the  writer 
would  inform  us  that  f^S  Ifa.  liv.  13,  means,  thy 
builders  J  not  4hy  forts  ^  he  neither  points  the  word, 
nor  doth  he,  in  the  ftile  of  the  more  modern  Rabbi's, 
fey,  read  not  "^^  j3  with  a  camatZy  but  with  a  holem  : 
No,  but  he  contents  himfelf  with  repeating  the  tex- 
tual letters^  and  faying  fimply  that  it  muft  be  read 
•y»ia  Bunik,  not  Banik  •pj^,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  the  points  at  all.  In  the  five  firft  reviews 
and  corre6lions  of  the  written  facred  text,  which  were 
made  by  the  Jews,  (the  fifth  and  laft  of  which  can- 
not be  placed  higher  than  the  year  BOO)  not  a  word 
ftill  about  *  vowel  points^  but  a  mod  profound  filence 
in  relation  to  them.  Was  this  poflible  had  they  been 
then  invented  ?  Credat  judaeus  apella.  Efpecially 
fince,  in  the  fixth  review  made  by  R.  R.  AJer  and 
Nej^htali,  about  940,    (at  fooneft,  or  according  to 

*  In  the  fifth  review,  the  point  mappik  is  indeed  memion* 
cd,  but  that  is  not  a  vzwel  point. 

others. 
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Others,  in  the  fuccjCcWing  century,)  We  haeet  with 
nothing  elfe  but  remarks  upon  the  points  and  ac- 
cents.   I  conclude  then  ujpon  the  authority  of  .thefe 
fedls^  which  I  believe  will  not  be  eafily  difpffovedy 
that  the  ffebrew  vowel  points  fprung  up  fcrte  time 
hrtween  thfj  year  800  and  900,  or  1000 ;  that  is,  in, 
the  ninth  or  tenth  eeijtury,  and  not  fooner.  .  I  add 
^at  tte  firft  perfbn  who  writ  a  rah^mcal  Hehrevtt 
grattutiar  was  an  Araby  called  R.  Juda  Chiug ;    that 
tljfe  orygitUfl  punShiatidn  of  thd  Hebrew  ahd  Arcdnc 
nearly  refembled  e^ch  oliier,  and  that  henoe  it  i» 
highly  probable  that  the  Jews  borrowed  the  poii^f 
from  the  Mahometan  ArahanSi  in  \f  hgfe  cSaoticle^^ 
gufige  they  were  indeed  fo  neceflaiy  to  fix  its  mean- 
ing, ^hat  Othman,  the  third  CaOpi^  to  prevent  dif- 
i^tipn3  among  the  il^w^Zw^^  was  forced  to  decj-ee 
that  the  Koran  ihould  be  read  accorcUng  to  the  points' 
then  lately  invented  by,  AH  Ehn  Abu  Talib.     The 
copies  thu3  corredted  were  difperfed  by  Othman% 
command,  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  his  empire,  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Hejra,  and  of  Ghrift  652. 
The  Arabic  punAuation^  therefore,  was  fome  time 
prior  to  this      Again,  it  is  alked— "  Are  the  vowel 
points  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  right  knowledge  of  the 
language  ?"  No,  furely  :  if  they  were,  no  one  could 
have  underftood  the  Hebre^^  (at  leaft  after  it  ceafed 
to  be  a  living  language)  till  the  ninth  century  ;  nor 
could  the  Old  Teftament  have  been  rightly  under- 
ftood till  an  authentic  edition  oi  Mahom^fs  Kerait 
i  was 
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Was  publifhed  :  fo  that  the  Bible  muft,  on  this  fup- 
pofition,  be  explained  by  the  Koran^  and  we  muft 

.apply  to  XhcMahomeian  do<5lors  to  explain Chriftianity* 
"  May  the  Hebrew  language  be  read^  conjirued^  and 
underftood  without  the  points  ?'*     Moll  certainly  : 

,  what  has  been,  may  be  :  Hebrew  was  thus  read  and 

.underftood  for  4800  years.  But  to  give  the  ingenious 
querifl:  all  the  fatisfaftion  I  can  in  fuch  narrow  com* 
pafs,  the  learned  Dr.  Robert/on,  in  his  true  and  ancient 
method  of  reading  Hebrew^  hath  fhewn  by  comparing 

,  the  Hebrew  with  the  Greek  Cadmean  alphabet,  that 
the  Ifetters  of  the  one  correlpbnd  to  thofe  of  the  other 
in  name^  order^  and  power,  (and  we  may  add  an^ 
ciently  in  *  form  alfo;)  that  Aleph  in  the  one,  anfwers 
to  Alpha  in  the  other.  He  to  E,  Fau  to  the  jEolic 
F,  pronounced  like  u  or  Wy  and  now  called  bau 
epifemon,  &c.  and  by  confequence  that  ^,  •^,  ^,  ^  Vy 
were  as  truly  vowels  in  Hebrew,  as  A,  E,  F,  I,  O, 
were  in  ancient  Greek.  To  this  add  the  teftimony 
oi  Jofephus,  who  fpeaking  of  the  facred  letters,  or 
nm^  engraved  upon  the  plate  of  the  high  prieft's 
crown,  fays  exprefsly,  Tavnx  h  tst  ^hnhnta  nafTUfa^ 
Thefe  are  four  vowels.  De  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  5.  cap.  5. 
fedt.  7-  edit.  Hudfon.  So  Jerome,  in  Gen.  xiii,  fays, 
that  th<i  Hebrew  vau  anfwers  to  O,  and  epift.  145, 

•  calls  ^W  a  vowel,  and  frequently  fpeaks  of  a  Hebrew 

*  Montfaucon's  Paloeographia,  and  Bailey's  Introdudtion 
to  Languages,  part  iii.  p.  46. 

Vol.  I.  3  H  word 
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Word  having  no  vowel   in  'it  (in  medio  ejus)  which 
-would  be  abfurd  if  the  Hebrew  language  itfelf  had  no 
vowels     Shall  we  then,  determined  by  this  clear  and 
rational  evidence,  confider  and  pronounce  thefe  He- 
brew letters,  ^,  »%'^,  ^,  Vy  as  vowels  ;  or,  contrary  to 
.theanalogyof  all  other  ancient  iangoagejs,  aflerton 
laaere  rabbinieal  authority,  that  four  of4hem  are  con- 
jimoHtSj  and  affirm  that  ^,    the  firft  letter  of  the 
Greeks  and  moft  other  alphabets,  and  which  in  truth 
Hands  for  the  moft  natural  and  eafy  of  all  founds ^  for 
the  firfk  found  that  children  utter  after  they  aise  horn, 
that  poor  5<  hai^no  foiMid  at  all. 

0  remridicuJaniy  Catoet  jocofamf 
Ridiculous  only  would  fuefe  affertions  be,  if  their  in- 
flucncfe  fliOpped  ^  the  abfurd  mannerof  pronouncing  a 
^ead  language ;  Butfince  the^  dire<5lly  tend  to  make 
the  language  of  a  great  part  of  God^s  revelation,  and 
con&quently  this  revelation  itfelf,  ridiculous,  they 
deferve  a  rhuch  fcvercr  name.  Well  then  let  the  He^ 
hrew  have  the  iame  voxels  as  alnioft  all  other  lan- 
guages ;  but  how,  faith  an  objedlot,  (Iiall  we  pro- 
nounce Hebrew  fyllables,  and  eveti  ^ords,  (and 
many  fuch  there  are)  wherein  none  of  the  vowels 
above-mentioned  j^pear  ?  I  anlwer,  with  Dr.  Robert- 
fon,  fupply  in  cverj^  fuch  fyllable  a  fhor^  vowel^  no 
matter  which.  Thus  call  13*1  ddber,  or  dab^,  Iplf 
pequ^d,  or  piiqu^d,  &c.  And  as  you  pronounce  the 
fupplied  vovfchfhorty  io  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the 
textual  vowels,  pronounce  thefe  latter  always  long. 

Thus 
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Thus  you  may  read  and  pronounce  difun<51y  the 
Hebrew  Bible,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.    It  is 
certain  that  the  ancient  Hebrews^  who  we  have  proved 
had  not  the  jwints,  muft  have  ufed  fome  futh  method 
of  reading,  and  fo  probably  did  all  the  ^oriental  na- 
tions, till  after  the  time  o{  Mahomet.  Thus  much  for 
reading  or  pronouncing  the  Hebrew  language,  without 
the  vowel  points.  That  it  may  be  confirued  and  under^ 
fiood  without  their  aid  is  indifputable ;  becaufc  many 
a6bially  do  thus  underftand,  and  are  able  to  conftrue 
it.    And  that  this  method  of  learning  Hebrew  is,  be- 
yond all  comparifon  eafier  than  the  rabbinical  one,  is 
noJefs  certain. .  The  grammar  of  the  Hebrew  language 
without  points^  is  of  all  others  the  moil  fimple,  eafy^ 
andconciie:  the  grammatical  diftinBions  are  in  the 
texttud  letters  themfelves.     The  various  forms  and 
^deflections  of  nouns  and  verbs  are  in  nK){l  cafes  abfo^ 
lately  determined  bv  the  letters  of  the  word  itfelf, 
compared  with  the  context.    And  I  can  afllire  your 
correfpondent,  and  am  ready  to  prove  it  in  any  par- 
ticular ififtance,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  ambiguous 
ei^preffion  in  the  Hehrsw  Bible^  but  the  fenfe  of  it 
iriay  be  determined  in  a  much  better  and  furcr  man- 
ner than  by  -the  points,    I  mea»  hy  clofe  attention  to 
the  corrfiext,  by  conliilting  the  ancient  verfions,  and 
cfpecially  by  carefully  examining  in  a  concordance  the 

*  For  neither  the  ancient  Arabic^  Syriac^  Chaldeey  nQr 
Perjicj  had  zny  vowel  points,  and  the  Samaritan  has  none  t^ 
fthis  day.    See  Walton's  Proleg.  III.  §  48. 

3  H  2  ufe 
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ufe  and  fenfe  of  the  exprelEon  in  other  texts.  This 
method  will  generally  lead  to  the  true  fenfe  of  a  du-. 
bious  paflage  ;  at  leaft  more  frequently  than  it  can 
be  attained  in  any  ancient  dead  language ;  whereas 
by  confining  one's-felf  to  the  points,  a  perfon  is  tied 
down  to  the  traditional  interpretation  of  Jeivijh  rab- 
bins, the  defcendants  and  fucceflbrs  of  thofe  who 
had,  thro  their  traditions^  made  the  word  of  God  of- 
none  effe£i  in  our  Saviour  s  time.  But  I  repeat  my  ap-  ^ 
peal  to  fa6l  and  experience,  and  of  my  own  know- 
ledge affirm,  that  feveral  perfons  have  in  ?Lfew  weeks 
^been  taught  the  grammatical  rudiments  of  the  Hebrew 
tongue  without  points,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  proceed  in 
reading  the  original  Scriptures  without  further  affift- 
ance.  And  there  arc  others  who  hardly  know,  and 
perhaps  never  knew  any  thing  of  the  points,  who  yet 
are  in  truth  great  proficients,  yea  the  greateft  critics 
and  mailers  in  the  facred  language  now  living. — 
Should  any  of  your  readers  defire  more  particular  in- 
formation on  this,  which  you  juftly  call  an  interejting 
queflion,  I  would  recommend  to  their  perufal  Biftidp 
Walton  S'  Prolegomena,  ch.  iii.  or  Dupin's  Dijcoufs 
Preliminairefur  la  Bible,  liv.  ch.  iv.  fecft.  2.  or  Maf^ 
clefs  Novie  Grammatical  Argumenta,  ch.  \\.  at  the 
end  of  the  fccond.  volume  :  and  I  think  they  can 
hardly  fail  of  meeting  with  ample  fatisfaAion,  even 
without  having  rccourfe  to  the  more  difFufe  treatifes 
of  Cappelus  and  Morinus.  .......    j    p^ 

N.  B. 
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N.  B.  The  foregoing  is  thought  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  the  late  learned  Mr.  Parkhurft,  Author  of  the 
Hebrew  and  Greek  Lexicons,  ill  Englifli.  For  its 
value  we  have  thought  it  worth  tranferibing,  from 
the  Chriftian's  Magazine,  for  Od.  1760. 


POETRT. 

THE  REAL  CHRISTIAN : 

aK  irregular  ode, 

Br   J.    H.   PRINCE. 

THE  Man  that  would  a  Chrijiian  be, 
Should  firft  fit  down  and  count  the  coft. 
And  fix  this  ftedfaft  in  his  mind, 
That  he  will  many  troubles  find, 

Yea  find  his  choiceft  wifties  often  croft. 

Not  what  he  choofes  muft  he  have. 
Not  what  he  pleafes  muft  he  do, 

His  will  muft  as  a  cypher  ftand. 
The  will  of  God  his  ftandard  be. 

He  muft  fubmit  to  that  alone : 
Not  only  fo,  but  think  it  beft, 
That  God  is  honor*d,  than  himfelf  careft  : 
When  this  is  once  attain'd,  he'll  furely  find 
A  calm  contentment,  and  a  quiet  mind. 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  YOUTH. 

WHEN  Age,  all-patient,  and  without  regret. 
Lies  down  in  peace,  and  pays  the  gen'rai  debt, 
Tis  weaknefs  moft  unmanly,  to  deplore 
The  death  of  thofe  who  relilh  life  no  more. 
But  when  fair  Touthy  that  every  promife  gave. 
Sheds  his  fweet  bloflbms  in  the  blafting  grave. 
All  eyes  overflow  with  many  a  ftreaming  tear, 
And  each  fad  bofom  heaves  the  figh  fincere. 
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